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St Clare’s School Tully Celebrates 90 years of Faith & Knowledge

Back Row: Sr Dawn Gibson, Sr Yvonne Parker (both past staff members) and Arcangela DiBella (nee
Fabrizio) (oldest living student enrolled in 1930)
Front Row: Layla Morris and Hugo Herborn, (two youngest students)

RECENT APPOINTMENTS

On 8 July Bishop Foley appointed Rev Fr Neil Muir to serve in the role of Moderator of the Curia in accordance with the
provisions contained in (canon 473 § 2). In this role, Fr Muir will continue to be the Episcopal Vicar for Education, Finance
and Administration, with the addition of Centacare. Fr Muir will be responsible for the coordination of all activities
concerning administrative matters and ensure that all activities of the Diocesan curia are properly fulfilled and carried out.

CATHEDRAL BAPTISTERY IS A WINNER!

Written Shane Watson (Manager, Project Services) in consultation with Bishop Foley
The recently renovated St Monica’s
War Memorial Cathedral Baptistery
was the winner of the 2018 Far North
Queensland Master Builders Award
for Best Refurbishment in its category.
Richard Field Constructions Pty Ltd.
completed the works.

for the baptism of infants and adults.
The refurbished space maintains a noble
simplicity not only for the sacrament of
Baptism, but also the funeral rites for where
the coffin will commence its final journey.
“Those who are baptised are united in Christ
in a death like his; buried with him in death,
they are given life again with him, and with
him they rise again” Rom 6:4

The Baptistery of St Monica’s
Cathedral Cairns had been, since
initial construction in 1968, an
unfinished component. The Baptistery,
in comparison to the Cathedral,
provided the architect, Ian Ferrier, an
opportunity to create an area rich in
sacred architecture. The circular walls,
with twelve windows and a central
gnomon references much of Heavenly
Jerusalem.

Following the Christological principal of
Dying and Rising, the Baptistery, circular
in shape and representative of the womb,
with the newly created Baptismal bath, the
tomb. Whilst during the design phases of
the project many different options were
explored for the shape of the Baptismal
bath, the final solution captured the
abstract imagery of the tomb, whilst also
architecturally reflecting the shape and
form of the Baptistery’s lead light windows.

The recent addition of new lead lighting
by artist Gerry Cummins enhances
the space providing all who enter an
opportunity to ponder the mysteries
of faith. Now with completion of
the works, the Baptistery has been
refurbished to include a Baptismal bath,
with the original font moved to the head
of the bath, providing the opportunity

The newly laid marble tiles, each precisely
cut by water jet to continue the full circle of
the Baptistery, reflect the full spectrum of
light cast by the Baptistery windows, with
the blue glass mosaic tiles of the Baptistery
bath representing the baptismal waters of
cleansing and rebirth.

DIOCESE OF CAIRNS WELCOMES FR KIM
PHU TRAN OSA
Written by Fr Kim Phu Tran

Fr. Phu is a Vietnamese
Augustinian
priest
who
was born in the South of
Vietnam. He is one of nine
children. Before joining the
Augustinians in Australia, Fr.
Phu finished his university
and had a short time working
at the DongNai University of
Technology in Vietnam.

He remembered well his
first and happy day when
he arrived in Australia, 31th
December 2008. He said “I
never forgot that day, because it
seems to me that all Australians welcomed and celebrated my arrival.”
On that day, after picking Fr. Phu up at the airport in the morning,
Fr. Tony Banks (Augustinian Prior Provincial at that time) took Fr.
Phu to Sydney Harbour to see the fireworks on that night. That is
why Fr. Phu got a feeling that the whole of Australia came out and
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celebrated his arrival. It was a remarkable day for him.

Fr. Phu entered the pre-novitiate in 2009 and novitiate in 2010.
Fr. Phu had First profession in early 2011 and Solemn profession
in 2015. He started to study his philosophy and theology at the
Catholic Institute of Sydney (CIS) in Strathfield, NSW from 2011
to 2016. He was assigned to a new community in the parish of St.
Clair, a suburb of Western Sydney where he could learn and practise
pastoral ministry before ordination.
On the 17th December 2016, Fr. Phu was ordained as a priest by
Bishop Peter Comensoli at St. Kieran’s church in Manly Vale. He
served at Holy Spirit parish, St. Clair until he was assigned to St.
Thomas of Villanova parish in Mareeba on 30th July 2018.
Fr. Phu said that he was in Mareeba about 7 years ago when he was
a seminarian. He still remembered sleeping in a very old bus on the
day he went to Coen with Fr. Robert Greenup and Deacon Ralph
Madigan to minister to indigenous people.
A young priest with so much energy and enthusiasm, we wish him
well in his new role and place.

ECHO CREEK YEAR OF YOUTH CAMP 2018

Written by Priscilla O’Brien
Reach Youth Group was excited to host the Year of Youth Camp at
Echo Creek on the 23/24th June. The target group was youth in
secondary schools wanting to celebrate their Christian faith with
like-minded youth during a weekend of fun, friendship and faith.
The weekend was a success beyond our expectations. It was a
celebration of youth, friendship and God’s love. Below are a few of
the written feedback we received:
What did you like about the camp?
Making new friends, connecting with others, and learning more about
my faith and beliefs.
I loved the games, the singing and the people. The team building
games, laser tag and when everyone played games together. Spotlight,
new friends, the bacon and eggs. Absolutely everything!
I liked the name of God and prayers and singing and games. I liked
all the people and the staff, they were all really respectful. It was fun,
interesting and educational. I also learnt a lot about stealing pegs.
The freedom, the activities and the relaxed atmosphere.
Laser tag, games, being with nature, connecting to God with everybody.
The people and music.
The games, the leaders, the activities, the other participants. The
amazing and welcoming people and campfire. Getting to know new
people and find out about them
What could be done better about the camp?
I do not think there are any changes that could be made. More days

and better activities. Nothing.
Possibly more days and more free time.
reflection and stuff in groups.

I think we could do more

Nothing. We are equally connected with fun, nature and God
Any other comments
Thank you for providing this experience. It has been a very good event
that I would like to come to more often. Can’t wait for the next one.
No, it was perfect. It was so much fun and very memorable. Please
do this again.

A big thank you to all those who have helped and supported us.
Thank you to the Diocese of Cairns and Mercy Ministries FNQ who
supported us with financial grants. Thank you also to St Mary’s
Catholic College who provided transport for the youth. Thank
you to all the helpers during the camp: Jules and Nga Jones, Mark
Churchward, Bernie Wagner, Helena and Eddie Tutoe, John Shay,
William Churchward, Matisse Coyle, Thomas Churchward and the
Echo Creek Adventure Centre staff.
A special thank you to Fr Hilary Flynn who said Mass for us and
for Therese Hunt and her small team for organising the liturgy and
music. Many others also helped with advice and prayers. We are
forever grateful to everyone for helping us touch lives. We hope to
be able to provide this opportunity again next year. This in the end
was a community effort that saw young people’s lives being touched
by God’s love through friendship and fellowship.
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ANN BARR COMMITTED, CONNECTED
AND COURAGEOUS

Adapted by editorial staff from Spirit of Education Award Citation
Ann was recently awarded the Spirit of Education Award during
Catholic Education Week.
Ann is committed to providing schools with timely, accurate,
informed, succinct information on child safety issues. She always
answers her phone with a cheery disposition, even though she
would hear some tragic stories in her role.
She is highly respected by our primary school and secondary
college counsellors, principals and student protection officers for
her wisdom and calm attitude. There are times when we might be
unsure about what direction or action is required in tricky student
protection situations. However, a phone call to Ann reassures us
that we are following correct protocols. If she needs to seek further
clarification, she promptly replies to queries.
Ann’s knowledge of legislation is always current, and she disseminates
this information clearly and succinctly to staff across the Diocese.
One of Ann’s strengths is her ability to connect and network with
parents, teaching and administration staff and the Cairns Diocese.
She was also instrumental in instructing staff on the new on-line
Student Protection System.
It takes courage to stand up for the vulnerable and Ann is brave
enough to care every single day. She demonstrates that she is
passionate about ensuring that children are free from harm and that
schools and the Catholic Church respond appropriately. She listens
non-judgmentally and reminds us of the importance of following

At the award ceremony from L-R Dr Lee-Anne Perry (QCEC
Executive Director) Mrs Brittany Lauga (Assistant Qld Education
Minister) Bishop Tim Harris (Bishop of Townsville) Ann Barr, Bill
Dixon (Executive Director Catholic Education Services)

legislative policies.
Knowing that Ann is available to assist our schools from Cardwell
to the Torres Strait is reassuring. Ann always upholds the dignity of
all people. We know that she will continue to create a safer future for
all children.

Business Legal Services
Property & Conveyancing
Wills, Estate Planning & Administration
Family Law & Separation
Employment Advice
Bankruptcy & Financial Difficulty
Retirement Living
Estate Dispute Resolution
Level 1, 14-16 McLeod Street, Cairns
Telephone: 07 4036 9700
www.millerharris.com.au | service@millerharris.com.au
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PLENARY COUNCIL 2020: HAVE YOU HAD
YOUR SAY?
Written by Anne Chellingworth (Chair, Synod Permanent Committee)

All people connected with the
Catholic Church in Australia are
invited to submit a response to the
question, “What do you think God
is asking of us, in Australia, at this
time?”

The Australian Catholic Bishops have designed an Open Listening
& Dialogue process that seeks to hear the voice of the faithful, and
everyone - regardless of race, religion, age or occupation – has
something of value to contribute.
Submissions will be received by the National Centre for Pastoral
Research and then grouped into major themes, from which will
emerge discussion papers and later an agenda for the two Plenary
Council sessions (2020 &2021). Visit the Plenary Council Frequently
Asked Questions page to find out more about who attends the
Plenary Council sessions and when & where it will be held:
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/frequently-asked-questions/.
At a local level, Plenary Council Deanery Gatherings have been held
in the Western Deanery (encompassing the Atherton Tablelands
and the west of Cape York), Southern Deanery (from Babinda south

to Cardwell) and the Northern Deanery (encompassing the city
area north to the Torres Strait). Bob McIlroy (Southern Deanery)
commented “On Wednesday 15 August 2018 thirty two people from
the Southern Deanery attended a workshop in Innisfail to obtain
information about the Plenary Council 2020 and advice on how to
make a submission to the Council. Some of the concerns brought up
at this workshop included: The Royal Commission into child abuse,:
The future role of Priests: The Care of our Priests/Is there a part in
the Church for Married Men as Priests/Is there a part for women to
take a larger role in the Church/ What can be done about the lack of
parishioners not receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation/Be brave in
your faith (step out of the boat.)”
Each workshop has been a heartening experience, with participants
all sharing a concern for dwindling attendance at a church they
care deeply about and a longing for its reinvigoration. It is a great
privilege to hear each story of faith.
Submissions can be made online at http://plenarycouncil.catholic.
org.au/.Paper submissions can be made by contacting Cathy Spencer
or Anne Chellingworth at the Bishop’s House on 07 4046 5620.

ST. CLARE’S 90TH CELEBRATIONS
On the 14th and 15th September,
St. Clare’s commemorated its 90th
anniversary celebrations with a Mass,
a night function with 200 people, a
reunion and most importantly the
annual school fete.

St. Clare’s had many of its past
and present students attend the
celebrations, with some students from the 1930s, all the way through
to the current Prep class of 2018. A lot of happy faces were seen
during these wonderful celebrations.
Friday began with Mass and after this we all enjoyed a fantastic cake
to celebrate the schools 90th. The Year 6 class ran school tours for
some past students and visitors. The school tours ended at the Arts
Centre where the visitors and past students had a look at some of
the history, memorabilia and photos of St. Clare’s. It would have
certainly brought back some incredible memories.

Written by Grace O’Kane, Year 6

dances were delightful and the stalls were very creative. The rides
were exceptionally fun and thrilling. This fete was by far the best yet.
Although I’m in Year 6, I will certainly be coming back to the next
fete. It is ‘a must do’ for the Tully area.
None of this would have been possible without the P&F, parents,
staff and Ms Narelle Harney, Principal at St. Clare’s. We are very
appreciative of the amazing people who make this school a better
place.
St. Clare’s is a lovely school. I’m sure the people who attended the
90th celebration would have had a pleasant time and we hope to see
them at the 100th celebration in 10 years’ time. I had a brilliant time.
Thank you to all the families, friends, present and past students who
attended these celebrations.

My favourite part of the celebrations was hearing some of the stories
from the past students at St. Clare’s. Also, hearing how the school
has changed from when they attended school has given me an
understanding of the differences that now exist in the curriculum
and school rules.
Our school fete this year had a theme of the 90’s because of the 90th
anniversary. All of the classes worked extremely hard to create a
dance with music from the 90’s and they didn’t let anyone down. The

Memorabilia Display – Helen Andrews and Chris Edwards

OCTOBER 2018 | EDITION 18

5

IT’S ALL “HAPPENING” AT CATHOLIC
EARLY LEARNING & CARE

Written by Sarah Denman (Manager OSHC Operations and Compliance)
Catholic Early Learning and Care have been working hard to
continue to provide quality, innovate education and care to 1725
families across the Cairns community. There have been a number of
exciting experiences taking place at all early learning services, with
the central theme of ‘community’ at the heart of practice.

hands. The most popular experience was the diorama making. The
children tried to replicate an Indigenous tribal area with fire, animals,
living quarters, greenery and water. (Pictured) The activities took
place over the second week of the vacation care holidays, and carried
on throughout the beginning of term 3.

The team at Redlynch Long Day Care have been working exceptionally
hard to teach the children about the importance of giving back. The
sessional kindergarten children put together a fundraiser to raise
money for the Ronald McDonald House at Palm Cove. They sold
‘Silly Socks’ for $5 to their family members and members of the
community, raising a total of
$700. The children presented
the money to the Ronald
McDonald house and were very
proud of their efforts.

To continue to celebrate culture and good will, the service has just
begun to fundraise for Rosie’s Mission. The children decided they
wanted to help those less fortunate and chose Rosie’s to focus their
efforts on. This fundraising project will extend upon children’s
learning, offering new social contexts and understandings. The
service plans to bake biscuits and bottle brownie ingredients and
sell these through the Outside School Hours Care Program, school
and church community.

To recognise and celebrate
NAIDOC week, the team at
St Therese’s planned a variety
of
authentic
Indigenous
experiences for the children to
engage in. Led by the Assistant
Coordinator Nancy Welsh, the
children were able to participate
in
creating
instruments,
cooking damper, building a St Therese’s NAIDOCC Week
diorama and creating a circle of Diorama

Sessional Kindergarten children presenting their fundraising
money to the Ronald McDonald House

Why use Joe Vella Insurance Brokers?

We’ll save you time and money and give you peace of mind!
Like many things in life, not all insurance policies are created equally. Your JVIB broker will read the fine print for you, compare quotes for
you and make sure that the policy they recommend is right for you. And should the need for a claim arise, JVIB will be there to guide you.
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CAIRNS Level 1, 108 Mulgrave Rd, Cairns

(07) 4040 4444

MAREEBA 113 Byrnes St, Mareeba

jvib@jvib.com.au

ATHERTON Unit 1/1-3 Mabel St, Atherton

www.jvib.com.au
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MESSAGE STICK COMMISSIONING LITURGY

Written by Mrs Tina Schefe – Head of Girls Residential
Seven Mount St Bernard students were
privileged to be a part of the local St
Joseph’s Catholic School’s (Atherton)
Message Stick Commissioning Liturgy
recently. Four of our year 11 girls
were on work experience there for
the week and three of our young men
played the didgeridoo and clap sticks
for the service. The Message Stick was
beautifully decorated by Cheryl, (our
very own Miss Judy’s sister) and will be
used as a symbol of the sacred Word of
God at St Joseph’s school.

Message sticks are a form of
communication between Aboriginal
nations, clans and language groups even
within clans. Traditional message sticks
were made and crafted from wood and
were generally small and easy to carry.
They were carved, incised and painted
L-R Principal Mrs Maxsted, Steven Jones,
with symbols and decorative designs from
Lee Liddy, Richarn Williams-Creek and Fr Kerry
conveying messages and information. Costigan

Message sticks helped support the oral
message that the carrier would provide,
especially when languages of groups were
very different. But there were enough
marks to ensure that the original message
would not be misinterpreted.
In our Catholic tradition, the message
of our Lord, Jesus Christ, is the sacred
Word of God. In adopting the cultural
symbol of our Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander brothers and sisters, St Joseph’s
community are praying that becoming
custodians of their message stick, they are
making a commitment to unity. Together
with the hope that communities will come
together in forgiveness, love, hope and
peace and an awareness that we are all
created and sustained by the same Creator
Spirit.
It was wonderful to be able to take part
in witnessing this commissioning. Thank
you for inviting us Mrs Maxsted.

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE JOINS
SENIORS WEEK

Written by Jessica Hallal (eLearning Coordinator)
St Mary’s Catholic College students were delighted to
participate in a computer literacy session with members
of Cairns’ elderly community. The workshop was
conducted at Holloway’s Beach Centacare as part of the
QLD Government initiative ‘A Queensland for all Ages’ for
Seniors Week.
The Year 11 students took turns to present information
on how to use an iPad with the hope to improve
communication with families. Topics covered included
basic settings, downloading apps, using location and
destination functions on maps and even creating Gmail
accounts. It was fantastic to see some sending their first
ever email! It was a very rewarding experience for all. St
Mary’s NAO Robot (nicknamed Sonny) that students had
programmed to assist in the information delivery, made
some new friends too!
St Mary’s students and
teachers were pleased to
receive wonderful feedback
from both residents and
organisers and hope to
participate in such valuable
programs again in the
future.
Congratulations to St Mary’s
students Nickolas Edwards,
Brodie Shuttleworth, Leon
D’Orchimont, Aidan Petre
and Caleb O’Brien on a
successful workshop.

Aidan Petre helping a resident with her IPad & Brodie Shuttleworth looking on.
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CENTACARE ADAPTS TO THE NDIS

Written by Astrid Murray (Communications Officer) Centacare FNQ
The National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) launched in
Cairns and the Far North Queensland region on 1 July 2018. Since
this time, Centacare has managed to quickly adapt and adjust to
continue to provide the best possible support for the people with
whom we work.
The FNQ Partners in Recovery program is assisting people to gain
access to the NDIS and providing support during the planning
and implementation stages. This has proved to be a challenge
at times as the process is new to the region and experience of
processes is limited. However, since the launch there has been
great opportunity for learning and development to ensure that the
transition works for everyone.
Centacare Social Wellbeing
Hubs has commenced providing
services for existing customers
with NDIS Plans. Much work
has occurred behind the scenes
to ensure support is maintained
and is as seamless as possible for
people accessing the service.
Other services across Centacare
FNQ continue to prepare for
people with NDIS packages to
commence access, ensuring
that the process is efficient and
transparent.
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The NDIS aims to give people choice and control over how they
receive support. For Centacare, this shift means that we move into
an open market where people can choose services from a range of
support providers to meet their identified needs. At present, we are
developing and streamlining our processes to ensure our response
and intake process for clients is not only quick and transparent but
of the highest standard of service.
Not all people to whom we provide support and services will
be eligible to receive support through the NDIS. Therefore,
alternative sources of funding are being investigated to ensure the
continuation of support for people with needs.

DIOCESAN FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
WELCOMES NEW HR MANAGER

Written by Anita Andacic

Anita graduated from James Cook University in 2003 with a
degree in Social Science. Centacare employed her in 2006 where
she started working in the area of Youth Services. She enjoyed the
organisational and quality aspects of her role most of all and this led
to her transition to a Human Resources and Quality role in 2011. In
2014 her role changed again to Human Resources Advisor. Anita
has since completed a Diploma in Human Resource Management,
Mediation, and is currently completing the Australian Human
Resource Institute Practising Certification Program.

Human Resources Specialist, Anita Andacic has been working as
the Human Resources Advisor for Centacare FNQ since 2014. Her
passion for Human Resources, in particular employee engagement,
industrial relations and strategic management, stems from her
vested interest in organisational success and has helped Centacare
FNQ in its recent growth and transition to the NDIS. Recent work
on the Enterprise Agreement and an online induction system
has contributed to strategic outcomes. Anita enjoys the dynamic
nature of Human Resources and believes that leading by example
is paramount in the workplace.

With 12 years’ of service with Centacare under her belt, 7 years
of which focussed on human resources and organisational
development, Anita is looking forward to joining the Human
Resources team at the Diocesan office as Diocesan Human
Resources Manager. The merging of Diocesan, Centacare and
Catholic Early Learning and Care Human Resources functions will
enhance the team capabilities and work towards a collaborative
Human Resources system.
Anita is motivated by the alignment of Catholic Social Teaching
Principles and their value in HR practice as there is meaningful
benefit for both employer and employee by creating a values
driven culture.
She is a Cairns local who loves to cook for friends and family as
well as spending time outdoors with her husband and two children.

Celebrating Life Giving Thanks
Locally Owned and Operated by the Heritage Family
Funeral Home | Crematorium | 300 Seat
Air Conditioned Chapel | After Funeral
Catering Facilities | Large Off Street Car
Parking | Quiet Peaceful Surroundings
Burial | Cremation | Pre Paid Funerals

A Catholic Family serving all areas of the Cairns Diocese
70-76 Maher Road, Gordonvale, Qld 4865
www.heritagebradyfunerals.com.au

4056 1627
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MAREEBA-DIMBULAH PARISHES: PRISON
MINISTRY TO LOTUS GLEN
Written by Fr John Sullivan OSA (Parish Priest)

The name, ‘Lotus Glen,’ conjures
up a beautiful, if not exotic image,
hardly that of a razor-wire enveloped
maximum security correctional
centre for some 800 men about 24
kilometres from Mareeba just off
the road to Dimbulah.

It is suspected that the ‘lotus’
part just might refer to the native
waterlilies growing in Granite creek Anne & Joe Serra
which you pass over as you enter;
the ‘glen’, in deference perhaps to the surrounding hills which
are now being covered with wind turbines.
Lotus Glen is the northernmost and third largest jail in
Queensland. Over 70 per cent of the prisoners are Indigenous
and Torres Strait Islanders, dwarfing the Queensland prison
average of about 30 per cent.
Indigenous people in fact make up only about 3.5 per cent of the
entire Queensland population, so the high incarceration rate is
testimony to the failure of the prison system both as a deterrent
and as a correctional tool.
Prison chaplains are very welcome at the prison but it can take
quite a few months to get all the necessary documents cleared
through the bureaucracy. Chaplains are the only ones who enter
the units unescorted, armed only with their see-through bag of
bits and pieces of Christian literature. The men always respect the
chaplains because they invariably treat the prisoners themselves
with respect. They listen to them, pray with them and offer them
some hope.
Catholics are allocated Monday and the North wing of the jail
which has 6 prison units with about 50 cells in each, one man per
cell, though they are nowadays being forced to have two to a cell
when overcrowded.
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L – R Graham Morrow, Fr John Sullivan and Bill White

North wing is where the men go when they first come into the
jail. If they behave, they move over to South Wing and if their
behaviour is exemplary, they move into what is called ‘residence’
where life is somewhat freer and more comfortable. There is also
a prison farm with low security for trusted prisoners, which can
take some 124 men.
Deacon Frank Bedford and his wife Gaile were doing chaplaincy
work for many years travelling all the way from Cairns each
Monday. Fr John Sullivan took over from them in 2016 and now
the Parish has taken on this outreach with a team of 4 parishioners
- Joe and Anne Serra, Graham Morrow and Bill White - going in
each Monday and taking responsibility for an ecumenical service
on the second Sunday of each month.
They all learn from their encounters with the inmates just by
listening to their stories. Though at times they might feel the
futility of the whole mission, God’s Grandeur can on privileged
occasions, be glimpsed at Lotus Glen. Even razor wire can take
on a moment of glory in the morning sun, as it morphs into
multiple golden orbs of sunlight, a veritable chariot of fire to bear
one’s spirit far from that place.

‘AMAZING RACE’ ON THE ESPLANADE
Written by Priscilla O’Brien

Each team consisted of a mixture of Reach
and NET members which was a great way
for them to get to know each other. The
Netters helped the youth to step outside
their comfort zone and work together
towards a goal. Everyone had a great time
and we finished off with the announcement
of the winning team, a BBQ and a time of
thanksgiving.

Sunday 5th August, the travelling team from NET (National
Evangelisation Team) joined with Reach Youth Group for an
‘Amazing Race’ along the Esplanade in Cairns city. Similar to the
‘Amazing Race’ TV show, teams of 4-5 participants were required to
navigate to the next station by solving clues, interact with locals and
perform specific challenges.

Thanks to Jules and Nga Jones who organised
all the logistics for this event including the
challenges, resources and a team of family
and friends to man the stations. Thanks also
to Anne Chellingworth (Diocesan Youth
Ministry Coordinator) who organised for
the NET team to spend time with the youth group.
The travelling NET team is a group of 10-11 young adults who have
been travelling around Australia running encounter workshops for
schools and communities and sharing their Christian faith with
others. These young people are great to hang out with and they
inspire our young people on their faith journey.

OUR LADY OF THE SACRED HEART THURSDAY
ISLAND WELCOMES SPECIAL VISITORS

Written by Majella Lynch-Harlow (Principal)
OLSH was proud to welcome their Excellency’s, the GovernorGeneral of Australia Sir Peter Cosgrove and Lady Cosgrove along
with Mayor Vonda Malone. Congratulations to our captains and
other grade 6 leaders for helping to lead our school tour.

Well done to all our wonderful students and staff who showed
such great pride in our school with their Catholic Education Week
display. Sir Peter was impressed with the display and was himself
the advocate for Catholic Education Week a few years ago. He was
also most impressed with the science book recently published by
our senior students. They were drawn into one of our classrooms
by the serenity of the meditation music being played and had an
impromptu chat with our grade 3s.

Mina big esso to Mr Jimmy for all his hard work in making our
entrance look so lovely and to Miss Trina for helping some of our
girls make frangipani leis. Well done also to Ms Therese and year
4 for leading our Island hymns.
Every day at our school is special but it is a real blessing to have
the chance to share our school pride with such important visitors.

Sir Peter spoke at our assembly about how important education
is, that it’s a gift to be treasured and is at the heart of each family’s
dearest hopes and dreams for their children. Congratulations
to our SEL award winners from both our Thursday Island and
Hammond Island campuses who had their awards handed to them
by the Governor-General.

SAVE THE DATE: November 4th – 7th

St Therese’s Parish Edmonton will be holding a faith event over 4 days: These are a series of evening events designed to
share and enrich faith.

•
•
•
•

Sunday – “Tuning into the Good News”
Monday – “Who do you say that I am?”
Tuesday – “I believe”			
Wednesday – “Come as we are”		

5.30PM – 8.00PM
6.30PM – 8.00PM
6.30PM – 8.00PM
6.30PM – 8.00PM

On behalf of St Therese’s parishioners, we heartily invite you to join us for this wonderful event. In the meantime if
you could pray for the event we would be grateful. If you would like more information, please contact John Shay (Faith
Event Co-Ordinator) mob: 0405229781
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SSRI COORDINATOR RECEIVES CHAPLAINCY
10 YEARS OF SERVICE CERTIFICATE
Written by Michelle Pike

Michelle Pike is the Cairns Diocese
Southern Deanery State School
Religious
Instruction
(SSRI)
Coordinator based in Tully Parish
one day a week. She provides
support and administrative tasks,
recruitment activities and training
opportunities for 25 SSRI’s in
the St Rita’s Babinda, Mother of
Good Counsel Innisfail, Tully and
Silkwood Parishes.

Michelle is an experienced teacher
with Graduate Certificates in Special Education and Religious
Studies. Her various educational and leadership team experiences
have given her a solid foundation in her present SSRI role.
Michelle revealed that “I was asked to become a Catholic SSRI at
Cardwell School in 2007 which led to taking on the role of being a
SSRI Coordinator in 2008. I have honestly been blessed by the calibre
of the CES and Cairns Diocese personnel who have led and guided

us to where we are today leading many other SSRI’s and students in
Catholic RI lessons in State Schools throughout our Diocese.”
Michelle also works as State School Chaplain at Cardwell and
Mourilyan State Schools providing pastoral care, support,
encouragement, assistance and a listening ear alongside students,
families, staff and the wider school communities who may be
experiencing various challenging circumstances in their lives.
Michelle was presented with a 10 Year Certificate of Service in
State School Chaplaincy at SU Chaplaincy Conference on the
Gold Coast in August. Michelle stated “I really enjoy my role as a
“Chappy“ in being able to make a real difference to those experiencing
challenges and issues ranging from getting along with others, being
resilient, building positive relationships, family breakdown, blended
families, grief and loss, anger and peer pressure just to name a few!
Students sometimes look on me as a ‘grandmother figure’ with whom
they can confidentially confide and share their concerns and worries.
I came to Chaplaincy later in my working career. It is a ministry
along with my SSRI role that I cherish and love doing!”

RETIREMENT ON THE HORIZON FOR SSRI
COORDINATOR...

Thresea Jankowski is a very busy State School
Religious Instruction Coordinator (SSRI)
working for the Cairns Diocese in the Northern
Deanery. Since January 2012, she has been a
great example of a ‘can do’ attitude and overflows
with compassion for all.

Thresea is currently transitioning into retirement
after throwing herself into the role for 6 years.
She is looking forward to a well-earned rest and
devoting herself more to her family, especially
her grandchildren.

Written by Janice Hunt and Michelle Pike
(Western and Southern Deanery Coordinators)
and sense of motivation to leap into action
on behalf of the children and catechists in
the diocese.

We acknowledge that Thresea will be
sorely missed for her infectious energetic
personality and passionate membership
of the SSRI team. The ‘three musketeers’ of
Deanery SSRI Coordinators – Thresea,
Janice and Michelle have bonded over the
joys and sorrows of the job of encouraging,
resourcing and managing volunteer
Front Row L-R Thresea, Janice & Michelle Catholic Religious Instructors and look
- Back Row L-R Marie –Huberte (Thresea’s forward to welcoming Marie-Huberte into
replacement) & Cathy
the team.

Those who know her well, describe her as
super organised, a time management expert,
incredibly helpful, approachable, nurturing, and
a real team player. Her trademark running shoes help her keep up
with her ideas and activities. They are a great symbol of her readiness

MEET OUR NEW STAFF

Marie-Huberte Churchward takes over as Northern Deanery
State School Religious Instruction Coordinator replacing Thresea
Jankowski who retired in late September.

Having recently relocated to Cairns from Perth, Marie-Huberte
said “after discerning that God would be with our family in our
move to Far North Queensland, we have settled into parish life
at Northern Beaches. My husband Mark and I have three sons
(Thomas, William and Charles) who are members of the Reach
Youth Group and attend Holy Cross Church with us.
After reading a notice in the parish bulletin, I joined the Northern
Beaches Religious Instructors team in June. I believe that
evangelising our youth is a vital part of the Church’s mission and I
see it as a blessing for Cairns that this ministry is carried out in the
state schools. It is a gift to you and me, a gift to our children, a very
precious gift, and I believe we are called to preserve it.”
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From your fellow Coordinators and Religious Instructors (the other
musketeers) - God bless your next dreams Thresea!

I also ask you to join
me in thanking Thresea
Jankowski
for
the
dedication to the role
for the past 6 years.”
As I continue in this
role of State School
Religious Instruction
Coordinator, I ask for
your prayers and your
support for this mission
so that the diocese
can provide enough
Religious Instructors to
each state school that
accepts the program.

GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS….

Theresa Wallwork Introduction

Yvonne Stevens Welcome to Country

On Sunday 8th July, St Monica’s War Memorial Cathedral celebrated
the Golden Jubilee of its Consecration. Approximately 400 people
attended the service of music, viewing of a photographic display
of the construction, lighting of the candles on the 12 consecration
stones around the walls of the Cathedral and addresses from Mayor
Bob Manning and Bishop James Foley.
After the service in the Cathedral, there was a chance to share
personal stories and memories over afternoon tea, held on the front
lawn of the Bishop’s House. During the afternoon people toured the
Cathedral and Bishop’s House and took the opportunity to record
their vocal history, which will be stored in the Diocesan Archives for
use in future celebrations.

Reading - Kevin Duffy

Among those who attended were four of the people who worked
on the construction, George Court (bricklayer) Euan Bruce
(engineer) Tom Sargent (builder) and Jim Barlow (painter). Later
they joined Bishop James in the cutting of the cake, which was a
scale miniature of the Cathedral building itself and made by Lee
Morrison of Morrison Designs who is a St Monica’s Cathedral
parishioner.
A souvenir booklet of the history of the building was also prepared
for the occasion and is available to the public by contacting the
Cathedral office. Phone 4051 2838 or Email cathedral@cairns.
catholic.org.au.

Preparing for the Candle Lighting
Ceremony

Diocesan Choir

Blasé Semei for the PNG and Torres Strait
communities with Fr Kerry Crowley

Bishop James showing our Palmer River
Gold Pectoral Cross at the Garden Party

Garden Party on the Bishop’s House Lawn

TORRES STRAIT ISLAND VISIT

Written by Mr Malcolm Fahey – Acting Deputy Principal Term 3
It was my absolute pleasure to recently spend 7 days in the Torres
Straits, meeting with the parents of existing students of Mount St
Bernard College, as well as the parents of potential students for 2019.
It was great to be able to catch up with the families of many former
teaching colleagues (George Lui, Donald Whaleboat, Stephen Foster
and my “bala” Dalton Cowley”).
All of the parents were very welcoming with three of the communities
organising community events so that we could spread the news of
happenings at the college. In each community we conducted set plan

discussions, parent teacher interviews, enrolment interviews and
education sessions on
using the school’s parent
portal. Overwhelming
the parents want the
best outcomes for their
children within the
strong Christian ethos
offered by our school.
Community meeting at Kubin Village
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SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION CEL

Confirmation Liturgy at St Rita’s Babinda
Written by Mrs Maureen Gaul (Assistant Principal Religious
Education)
When we speak of the Holy Spirit, images of the wind, a dove, tongues
of fire, or the breath of God come to mind…The addition of a ‘roar’
as of a lion issuing from Bishop James during our recent Sacrament
of Confirmation ceremony was, to say the least, unexpected, but
evocative nonetheless.
Perhaps unintentional and whimsical, it was certainly delightful when
Bishop James referenced to the bible story of Daniel and the Lions by
‘roaring’ (literally!) during the celebration upon hearing a candidate’s
name ‘Daniel’. And just as the legendary Daniel was spared the
dreadful fate of being a lion’s supper through the intervention of God,
perhaps we can parallel this with the guidance and protection offered
to us through the power of the Holy Spirit in Confirmation.

L – R Ryan Dewis, Daniel Anderson, Anthony Banno, Jade Banno
and Katerina Banno with Bishop James Foley.

Confirmation is a significant event in any parish, and at St Rita’s in
Babinda, doubly so, as it is only celebrated biennially. Our Sacramental
Program, which is held every second year, offers candidates the
opportunity to receive the Sacraments of Penance, Confirmation and
First Eucharist.

our candidates have moved forward in their sacramental journey, we
pray that they are deeply moved by the Spirit – though hopefully not
closer to the lion’s mouth - and come to experience close relationship
with God.

This year, there were five candidates enrolled in St Rita’s Sacramental
Program. While God’s presence and love can be felt through the joys
and sorrows of our everyday moments in life, the sacraments are the
means by which humans can come to experience God. As such, as

Our heartfelt thanks extend to Bishop James Foley for presiding over
our Confirmation ceremony, and to Father Kerry Crowley and Father
Bill Grundy for their spiritual guidance and assistance through this
time.

First Eucharist & Confirmation Celebrated at Mission Beach
Seven children (pictured) took another step on
their spiritual journey on Sunday afternoon 1st
July at Holy Spirit Church Wongaling Beach. The
church community enjoyed a lovely shared supper
afterwards to welcome their newest members into
their community.

Bishop James Foley confirmed six candidates at
Holy Spirit Church Wongaling Beach on Friday
afternoon 22nd June. They all received the gifts of Children pictured with Fr Hilary and
the Holy Spirit surrounded by family and friends. Bishop James

West Cairns Celebrates Confirmation at St Monica’s Cathedral
Our Parish’s Sacramental Program has been in place for some
months now with our younger parishioners being taught by our
catechists and being supported by the prayers and example of our
Parish family. This year the candidates already have received the
Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time, and some also received
the Sacrament of Baptism as well. Preparation for the Sacrament
of Confirmation culminated on August 16 when Bishop James
confirmed the candidates in a ceremony at St Monica’s Cathedral.
(Pictured) 35 young parishioners, their families and friends
gathered that evening for the wonderful occasion. We congratulate
them all on this significant milestone in their spiritual lives, and pray
that they will always be guided by the Spirit as they endeavour to
know, love and serve God in all the places and situations that lie
ahead. In the coming months they will prepare for the reception
of the Eucharist, and will receive this Sacrament for the first time on
the first weekend in November. We continue to pray for them and
support them as they undertake this preparation.
Our Parish Priest, Fr Frank Gordon, has been especially in our
thoughts and prayers in recent weeks as he recovers from knee
surgery. Very shortly after the celebration of sixty years since his
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ordination, Fr Frank spent several weeks in hospital and at home
recuperating and carrying out rehabilitation exercises to bring him
back to peak condition. We thank very sincerely the priests who
have celebrated the Eucharist with us in Fr Frank’s absence, and
all those who have supported him with their prayers, good wishes,
running errands and providing so many delicious meals. The
doctors and physiotherapists say they will have Father back on his
knees in no time! We all look forward to his speedy recovery and
his return to us.

LEBRATED ACROSS THE DIOCESE
Celebrating parish life

St Therese’s APRE Paula Burnett and teacher Natalie Dall’Alba prepared
42 Confirmation candidates from St Therese’s Parish, Edmonton, for
the Sacraments of Initiation. Confirmation was celebrated on Tuesday
29th May followed by First Eucharist on Sunday 3rd June. Candidate
Neve Chellingworth is pictured here with her sponsor Gerard Bennett,
Bishop James Foley and Fr John McGrath.

Confirmation day at Tully Parish

Tully’s confirmation ceremony was held on Friday 22nd June. As part
of the celebration, parents lit a candle from the Paschal candle, and
then handed it to their child, symbolising the link between Baptism
and Confirmation and acknowledging the next step on their child’s
faith journey by now sharing the responsibility of their future faith
formation together.

Bishop James joined Fr Hillary and children for a group photo
Photos courtesy of Chris Grey.

First Eucharist Tully

Eight sacramental candidates (pictured with Fr Hilary Flynn) made
their First Eucharist at St Clare’s Church on July 1st during the
Sunday mass. These children are now excited to be full members
of God’s family, ready to serve their community with many already
volunteering to become altar servers! Congratulations to these
children and their families.

Photo courtesy of Cherie Jenkins

Parents lighting a candle from the Paschal candle
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60TH ANNIVERSARI
In our Diocese, parish communities have
been celebrating three priests who have been
serving the Lord and His people for the past
60 years. These priests are Fr. Frank Gordon,
Fr. John O’Connor and Fr. Bill Grundy and
they still serve wherever they are.

As a Catholic community, we need to foster
vocations in the home, which also includes
introducing children to the parish community. For a Catholic in
the Roman Rite, there are four options of vocation. These are: Holy
Marriage; Holy Orders; (Deacon, Priest, and Bishop) Religious Life
and a Generous Single Life in Christ.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
Gracious and loving God
Help men and women
to hear the call to serve in the Diocese of Cairns.
Our needs are great and our people thirst for your presence.

I know we have a need of Diocesan Priests, and a Vocation to Holy
Orders can certainly be sown in the home. There were times when I
was young, that we prayed together as a family and we would attend
Sunday Mass. Sometimes I would have to be dragged along to Mass,
but it still fostered a vocation. I must say as a priest now, I don’t need
to be dragged along to Mass and enjoy celebrating Mass whenever
I can!!

Open the hearts of many, raise up faithful servants of the Gospel,

I encourage all of you to foster vocations in the home and to pray
that we have men (perhaps a child or grandchild) in the future
to enter the seminary for the Cairns Diocese. If there is anybody
considering a call to priesthood, please do contact me.

Bless those who are serving now with courage and perseverance.

God Bless

dedicated, holy priests, sisters, brothers and deacons,
who will serve your people and their needs.

Grant that many will be inspired by their example and faith.
We ask this through Christ, Our Lord.
Amen

Fr. Nathan
Vocations Director (Cairns Diocese)

Fr Bill Grundy
Ordained 23rd November 1958
Written by Fr. Nathan McKay (Assistant
Priest Innisfail & Vocations Director)
Fr Bill Grundy was born in Stanthorpe
(Queensland) in 1933. His father was a
schoolteacher and the faith formation that
he received at home, was very significant.
The family would attend Sunday Mass
and pray together regularly. Fr. Grundy
remembers his dad praying, and that a relative (Neville Grundy)
became a priest. Fr. Neville was well regarded, intelligent and a good
singer. Fr. Bill thought that if Neville can be a priest, so can I.

he did have some doubts since he wondered how his choice would
be accepted by others and he also realised the need at the time to
learn Latin. However, his mindset was, “I’ll give it a go and leave it
in God’s hands”.
Fr Grundy said that he enjoys priesthood, with a love of the Mass
and being of service to others. And he certainly enjoys contact with
people, in the parish and beyond. His advice to any man discerning
priesthood is that he must love serving others and have a love of the
Sacraments.

Fr Frank Gordon
Ordained 30th June 1958
An abridged version of Fr. Frank’s own
vocation story

At the age of twelve, the thought of priesthood was with Fr. Grundy.
Initially, he only shared this idea with a few people, since most
people would not consider priesthood as an option after schooling.
Both his family and the school community were supportive of him
becoming a priest.
Fr. Grundy successfully passed the Queensland scholarship
examination and at this stage attended St. Joseph’s College, Gregory
Terrance and then entered Banyo Seminary (Brisbane) as a
seminarian for the Archdiocese of Brisbane. He studied philosophy
in Brisbane, before going to Rome, where he completed his studies
for the priesthood.
At this stage, he had been invited to join the Cairns Diocese by
Bishop Thomas Cahill. Life in the seminary was enjoyed, with Fr
Grundy having no difficulty with the disciplined lifestyle and he
thought that being with likeminded people on the same mission was
a good thing. In the choice to become a priest, Fr Grundy said that
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dreams of the future.

The sound of the ocean day and night and
the back drop of rainforest-clad mountains
was the environment of my boyhood.
Growing up in the seaside border town of
Coolangatta, there was scope for adventure
and plenty to inspire the imagination and

St Augustine’s Church with its tall bell tower situated on the hill,
dominating the skyline, was a constant reminder of who we were,
and that bell and those doors beckoned us to gather each Sunday for
Mass. With the example of my parents and lots of Catholic relations
to lead us as kids, going to Mass was as normal as going to the beach.
My primary schooling was in the hands of the Daughters of Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart. Secondary education was at Downlands
College Toowoomba, where all subjects were taught by Missionaries
of the Sacred Heart priests.

IES OF PRIESTHOOD
After completing Senior in 1949, I had no clear idea of what my
future might be, except to work with my Dad in the garage business
in Coolangatta. Apart from learning a lot about motor cars, I learnt
a lot about people and about relationships and responsibilities.
Because of Dad’s failing health, I had to accept a lot of responsibility
of managing the business.

I followed Dad in joining the Holy Name Society, the St Vincent
De Paul Society and also joined in youth activities. Because of
involvement in Y.C.S in College days I became interested in making
sense of the Gospels, asking the question; “how do they relate to my
daily life?” In retrospect I can see that my family, my teachers, and
my Parish Priests had an influence on my life and future vocation.
But I can never say that there was a specific time when I felt the call
to priesthood.
If I am asked the question, why did you go to the Seminary? My
answer is simply; “I went there to find out.” I felt strongly about that
because there was a nagging thought if I do not go and find out I
will always feel uncertain about what God wanted of me. Yes, my
family were very supportive in the decision I made, but in later life I
realised that it was as hard for them as it was for me.
We were always a close knit family. Study wasn’t easy. Wrestling with
the Latin language was something of an obstacle. But I persevered
with the attitude that people in charge should know what is required
to be a priest. If they decided I wasn’t suitable then I would leave
happily.
In reality vocation to the priesthood for me was the final ‘call’ by
the Bishop to ordination. As students we were invited to volunteer
for the Diocese of Cairns. I consulted with my parents. Again they
supported me in choosing to volunteer. At ordination I made a
personal commitment to never forget what it was like as a layman
wanting to relate the Gospel to life.

his return to Australia, he had no thoughts of being a priest.

Fr. John then completed a four-year forestry course in Brisbane and
Canberra and it’s during this period, that priesthood began to enter
his mind. He recalls attending St. Christopher’s Church in Canberra,
where he observed Ben Chifley, the Prime Minister of Australia and
other diplomats attending Mass. Fr. John also remembers how one of
his work colleagues (Davie Blight) would read the Bible persistently
and that other co-workers would tease him and turn on the radio as
a distraction.
However, Davie’s persistence lead to silence and peace, where the
radio was turned off and the teasing ceased. Fr John said he started
to have discussions with people about religion; and thought that
he would rather promote the faith than growing trees. With a
developing desire to be a priest, Fr. John was able to be released from
his work contract to begin his studies for the priesthood.
Fr John mentioned the main thing that inspired him to be a priest
was the life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Fr John said that both of his
parents were supportive of him becoming a priest but in particular
his father. Fr. John mentioned that he enjoyed the seminary where
there was study (Liturgy, Theology and Latin), prayer and also
sport. He also said that the lecturers were excellent and his fellow
seminarians were good too.
As Fr. John celebrates his diamond jubilee of priesthood, he advises
those thinking of priesthood to enquire; talk to the Bishop and to
the Vocations Director, and last, but certainly not least, pray to God.

It has been part of the privilege of being a priest to have sat down
with people young and old every week of my priestly life to share
the Word and Life. This has been a source of learning for myself. In
whatever way the day-to-day life of the priest is seen, the primary
duty remains “the proclamation of the Gospel of God to all”

Fr John O’Connor
Ordained 30th June 1958
Written by Fr. Nathan McKay (Assistant
Priest Innisfail & Vocations Director)

important to him.

Fr. John is in the Southern Deanery and
resides at the Tully Nursing Home; where
he still serves the Lord through praying for
people, and administering the Sacrament
of the Anointing of the Sick, when needed.
He also has a ‘Book of Blessings’, which is

People do recall his house visits when he was a parish priest and he
still loves fishing (especially for Coral Trout). On his wall is a picture
of him with Johnathon Thurston and he has other ‘Cowboys’ posters
as well. He certainly loves the ‘Cowboys’.
At 93 years of age, he has a very good memory and recalled his
vocation story. Initially Fr. John had the desire to be a Spitfire pilot
and joined the air force at the age of eighteen, where he trained as a
wireless operator and gunner. He then went overseas at the closing
of WWII, where he dropped food packages instead of bombs. On

The Diamond Jubilarians Happy 60th Anniversary!!
L-R: Fr. Frank Gordon; Fr John O’Connor; Fr. Bill Grundy
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HAPPENINGS ACR

Cardwell Parish celebrates with
Fr John O’Connor

Written by Deniece Gravener (Cardwell Parishioner)
On Monday 16th July a morning tea was held for Father John to
congratulate him on his 60th Jubilee anniversary of ordination to the
priesthood. People from Cardwell parish along with Father Hilary
enjoyed Father John’s many hilarious stories from his wonderful Life.

Debutante Ball at Tully

This year’s Tully Debutante ball was once again a huge success. We
had 19 Debutantes, which was a relatively small number compared to
previous years. The guests numbered 612 and this of course made for
a more comfortable crowd.
Fr Hilary who led the official party of 18 up the Red Carpet received
the girls and their partners. Everyone danced till the early hours to live
music by Riff Raff and great night was had by all. Once again a huge
thank you to those that put their hand up to help.
The date for the 2019 Debutante ball is the Saturday 29th June.

At the table is L-R. Harry Berger, Fr John, Reg Finlay. Back
Row L-John Thomson, Lyn Hughes (Organist) Fr Hilary, Jan
Finlay, Buddy Gravener (choir) and Stephanie Berger.

Celebrating Catholic Education Week at St Monica’s College

Year 7’s

Year 12’s 2018 winners

Written by Adrien Innes-Simpson (Assistant Principal Religious Education)
Nothing spreads joy more than the sound of 670 voices lifted in songs of praise. Each year
the students and community at St Monica’s College celebrate Catholic Education Week with
a Liturgy and their annual “Sacred Song Competition”. Each year level, under the guidance of
their Year Level Leader, religious education teachers and a music teacher, prepare one sacred
song to present to the college community. As each choir sings the judges have the challenge
of awarding the trophy to the year level who has outperformed the others in presentation,
participation and musicality.
The 2018 judges, Fr Martin Kenny, Ms Toni Dunstan and Dr Malcolm Cole, commented on
how impressive it was that every student was involved and how much each choir had achieved
in the limited time they have to prepare. Each year level bought a different element to the
competition with congratulations going to the Year 12 Cohort for taking out the trophy in
2018.

Centacare FNQ Prepares to Launch School Savvy’s Third Year

Written by Astrid Murray (Communications Officer) Centacare FNQ
Centacare won the 2018 Community Contribution Excellence Award for the School Savvy
Project. This project would not have been possible without the support of the community and its
sponsors. Centacare extends a huge thank you to Vinnies Australia, Oxlades Cairns, The Athlete’s
Foot Australia, Pacifica Chartered Accountants, Intersport Cairns, Grant Thornton Australia,
Tolly Signs, Newart Office Supplies, Urban Spaces and the Cairns Diocese.
Centacare is now preparing for the third School Savvy Appeal, which will launch during AntiPoverty Week from the 14th to the 20th October. To boost the impact of the project this year, we
are also running a new “pack a pencil case” campaign.
Anita Veivers (Executive Director)
receiving the award from Cairns
Regional Council’s Brett Moller
(Division 1 Councillor).
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This campaign aims at getting parishes, schools and communities involved in contributing to School
Savvy by donating supplies and packing pencil cases for either primary or high school children.
If you or your parish would like to get involved, please let us know by calling 4044 0138 or email
schoolsavvy@centacarefnq.org.

ROSS THE DIOCESE
Catholic Mission visits St Andrews Catholic College

Written by Sally Blackney and Chiara Cavallari (Year 5 Students)
Last term the Year 5 students enjoyed a visit from Anna Jimenez Catholic Mission
Diocesan Director and St Maria Jose. The theme was Haves and Have Nots.
We learnt about how 80% of the world live in majority countries. We were shocked to
learn that in 2015, 5.9 million children died before the age of five in these countries
and that most of these could have been prevented!

wealthy group said that it made them feel greedy.

At the start of the lesson, we picked up a piece of coloured paper out of a container.
If you got blue, you were a poor person from a majority country and had to stand
together in a small space and share pieces of bread. If you picked yellow, you were
rich and got as much space as you wanted and got to eat cookies. The people in the

Sister Maria told us that when she went to the Philippines, she talked to Mother Teresa herself! She was inspired to help the poor when Mother
Teresa told her “Jesus is with you and he loves you in a special way.”
The visit from Anna and Sr Maria made each one of us think about how children in poorer areas live. We are very grateful to live in Australia
where we are safe, have clean water and plenty of food.
When we are older, we would like to be involved in something like the Catholic Mission because we think that it would be life-changing to be
able to change the world for somebody less fortunate than us.

Farewell Fr Dipi

Written by Mareeba Parishioners
It was with great sadness that the parishes of Mareeba and Dimbulah
bade farewell to Fr Dipi Kattathara O.S.A in July of this year. He was
overwhelmed by three, surprise farewell parties in Mareeba, Kuranda
and Dimbulah held in his honour. Each of these occasions were special
community gatherings complete with food, musical performances and
personal tributes that brought together parishioners and students to
thank Fr Dipi for all of his good work.
Fr Dipi served in these respective parishes for four and a half years.
During this time, he became a much respected and loved priest. He
touched hearts with his kindness and devotion to living out his faith in L –R Kay Morrow, Pacille Drieberg, Teresa Marinelli, John
his daily life, always making time for anyone who may have needed his Vallier, Rose Vallier, Fr Dipi, Robyn Greenfield, Betty Howe,
Marcy Copine, Robert Bryde, Mercy Garcia-Fraser.
wisdom and compassion.
The community was very much blessed to have Fr Dipi as their priest and he remains in their prayers as he continues his ministry mentoring
and supporting the Augustinian Seminarians in Brookvale, Sydney.

Natural Fertility Services Hosts
Free Movie Night

On Friday 27th July Natural Fertility Services hosted a free screening
of a documentary that will be officially released in 2019 called “Sexual
Revolution”, 50 Years since Humanae Vitae. The documentary
highlighted the parallel development
of chemical contraception and
modern Natural Family Planning. The
Documentary was eye opening as it
outlined the predictions of Pope Paul
VI in his Encyclical Humanae Vitae and
how every one of them has come to pass
in the last 50 years. It was a fun evening
of talking and catching up with people;
thanks goes to Red Frogs for providing
the great coffee. Natural Fertility
Services, Diocese of Cairns would like
to thank all who attended the screening,
and we hope you all got a lot out of it.

Tully Community Receives Defibrillators
Members of the St. Gerard
Majella’s Function Committee
recently presented two automatic
external defibrillators to the Tully
community (pictured). The seed
was planted to raise funds for same
by the EMQ helicopter rescue
crew in Cairns after an incident in
Tully. Funds were raised and the
committee purchased two at a value
of $2750 each
One device has been located at the St Clare’s Church and School and
the other at the multi-purpose Centre at the Tully High School.
18 members and ten other parishioners participated in the CPR
Course, including training in the Defibrillators, conducted by The
Tully and Mission Beach Local Ambulance Committee members
Sheila Lawson, Lara Hubert and Bob McIlroy.
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HAPPENINGS ACROSS THE DIOCESE

CONTINUED...

St Andrew’s Catholic College Supports the McGrath Foundation

Written by Grace Fawkes (Year 12 Student)
The Young Ladies of St Andrews is a group of dedicated and caring students whose aim it is to
improve the lives of women living in Cairns suffering from breast cancer. Together, we work with the
incredible nurses from the McGrath Foundation to cater to the needs of these women in the hope that
we can have a positive impact on their lives.
This year, we have decorated approximately 150 bags which went on to become “care packs”. Inside
each care package was a beautiful and natural hand-wrapped soap, supplied at a cost by Far North
Soaps. These soaps were purchased by the group with the money raised through our numerous
fundraisers. In addition, the packs also contained a hand-made card, 10 of which contained a $50
voucher which patients can then use to purchase clothing, food, or any other things they require.
McGrath Foundation Breast Care
Nurses and Young Ladies of St
Andrews

During Catholic Education Week, our group were lucky enough to meet up with three of the
outstanding breast care nurses, Rikki, Deidre and Benedicte, to hand over these packs.

Although the end of the school year is approaching our work is far from done. In the coming months,
the Young Ladies are organizing ‘Pink Day’ and “Girls Night In”, two fun events held at our school in which we can raise money to support the
Breast Cancer Clinic and raise awareness of breast cancer within our community.

St Monica’s College Alumni

Written by Monica McDonald (Marketing)
St Monica’s College Alumni was launched at a high tea celebration on Friday
August 24th. The College was delighted with the response and the number
of past scholars who have volunteered as committee members.
The role of the Alumni is to promote and celebrate the lives and careers of
past scholars as role models and to engage them as guest speakers, providing
current students with a network and career advice. A future project will
be to provide awards and scholarships for current students, through social
fundraising activities.

from L - R Zara Chauvin-Hartman (College Captain), Jade
Kennedy and her sister Brooke Peeters (both past students &
current Teachers at SMC) Eileen Lander (Past Principal) Sr
Therese Masterson, Jasmine Delaney (past student and current
teacher at SMC) Gemma Burnheim, (Social Justice Captain)

We welcome all our past students back to the College and encourage them
to participate in the events and reunions. Please stay posted for information
regarding our next Alumni Christmas celebration.
Past scholars are encouraged to keep in touch through our Alumni Facebook
page, if this doesn’t suit please call or email Monica McDonald to register
your details, Phone 40424838 or email mmcdonald@stmonicas.qld.edu.au.

Training day for the Northern Deanery Catechists

Written by Thresea Jankowski State School RI Coordinator (Northern Deanery)
Sixteen Northern Deanery Catechists attended a Catholic Catechist Religious Training day at Our
Lady Help of Christians meeting room on Saturday 11th August.
The morning commenced with Cathy Spencer, Manager of Diocesan Outreach & Mission Services
welcoming everyone. Cathy took the opportunity to speak about the Diocesan Culture and Identity
framework and explained how State School Religious Instruction fits within the Diocese’s Mission,
Outreach and Vision for those within our care.
Fr Martin Kenny, Dean of the Northern Deanery celebrated the Prayer Liturgy. Cathy handed us
lit candles and suggested we ‘Bring our light to the children in our classes’. The Gospel reading was
from Matthew 17, relating to faith the size of a mustard seed, so we shared a packet of tiny mustard
seeds to link to this Gospel.
Thresea then introduced Marie-Huberte Churchward, who will be stepping into the role of Northern Deanery State School Religious Instruction
Coordinator, as Thresea is transitioning to retirement in October. Everyone welcomed Marie-Huberte to our team and all are looking forward to
supporting her as she takes on this new role
Catechists then worked through a training module (Relating Well to Contemporary Kids). Afterwards we shared our experiences which will
greatly assist the newer members of our team. This has always been a most enjoyable part of each workshop. Lunch time and the brief break were
times of fun, more shared experiences and lots of chatter.
The Resource Centre display provided lots of interest. Lyn Cuzzubbo led the group through the Australian version of the song ‘If I was a butterfly’
which she has used to good effect with students in RI classes.
Thresea commented on the day, “We finished early as there was an important football game starting at 3pm….Small group, and an enjoyable day!”
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MARISTS CELEBRATE MARY’S ASSUMPTION

Written by Dr Danielle Lynch (Director of Mission – St Augustine’s College)
On Thursday 16 August, our St Augustine’s College family made their mission to be sharing in Mary’s work of bringing Christ-life to
its annual pilgrimage to St Monica’s Cathedral to celebrate the birth in young people, and of nurturing its growth in them. They
Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary (pictured). As Marists, this gather family around them, standing with the Church as it comes to
feast is especially important, and has been adopted as the patronal be born.” In joining together to participate in these sacred events,
feast day of Marists throughout the world. Mary’s assumption we expand our horizons, and enter into the mystery that we name
gives us hope for the future, which, coincidentally, is our theme God.
for the year! Fr Laurie Timms, College Chaplain, presided at
The young men of St Augustine’s College aim to become men with
Mass, guiding us through a liturgy filled with reflective music and
“strong minds and gentle hearts,” using Mary as their role model.
thought-provoking readings.
The celebration of such an important feast has given them spiritual
St Augustine’s has a long tradition of liturgical singing, and the food for the journey through the rest of the term!
Cathedral was filled with the dulcet
tones of 750 boys. The College Choir also
made a fitting contribution to the special
occasion, directed by Dr Malcolm Cole.
The Latin hymn Salve Regina, the hymn to
Mary also known as ‘Hail, Holy Queen’, was
sung by the whole College community, as
well as the other traditional Latin Marian
hymn Sub Tuum Presidium. The singing of
the whole community at the Mass was, as
usual, outstanding, which shows the spirit
of this lively Marist community.
By turning our focus on Mary, we
acknowledge the challenge that taking
Mary as a role model gives us: to be
open to a future beyond our imaginings;
to be compassionate and caring in the
midst of anxiety and hardship; to accept
each challenge that is presented to us
with grace and humility. Marist Schools
Australia states that “Marists understand

CAIRNS COLLEGE TOPS COUNTRY

Written by Ms Edna Galvin (School Principal)
For the third year in a row, St Monica’s College, has been named as
a finalist in the University of Sydney Sleek Geeks Eureka Prize in
the Secondary School category. This prize is awarded for a short
film that communicates a scientific concept in an accessible and
engaging way.

This year Eliza Dalziel and Claire Galvin made a short film
documentary titled Making a Splash, which examines the
important role sea cucumbers play in protecting our coral reefs.
Eliza and Claire assessed the potential role of the species in raising
calcium carbonate levels in these fragile ecosystems, which helps
to rebuild reefs, increase nutrient recycling and counteract the
harmful effects of climate change. The students explained: “There
are so many different animals that are working in our ecosystem that
people just aren’t appreciating, it’s really important to conserve that”.
In 2016 and 2017, the college not only placed in the top three
finalists in the country but also won this prestigious prize. The
teacher behind this initiative is Ms Rachael Tranter, a highly
motivated and dynamic young Science Teacher; Ms Tranter is
part of an excellent Science Department, led by Middle Leader
Ms Sara Brunott, who is ensuring STEM is a significant and
relevant part of all young women’s education at the college. Anna
Hardy and Claire Galvin won the prize in 2016 with an entry on
`Owls’ a passion they developed from their love of reading the
Harry Potter novels.
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After their success, in
2016, Anna Hardy and
Claire Galvin recruited
two more talented science
communicators, Georgia
Hannah and Eliza Dalziel,
to make a video on the
importance of dung
beetles to farmers in
Far North Queensland.
They chose to investigate
how dung beetles have a
positive impact on our
– R Eliza Dalziel, Rachael Tranter
ecosystems, particularly L(teacher),
and Claire Galvin
on farms, after visiting Dr
Bill Tranter (Ms Tranter’s dad) and a few other dairy farmers on
the Atherton Tablelands, near Cairns.
This year many other students at the college submitted entries
with another one of these teams gaining Honours. In Sydney on
Wednesday night 29 August 2018, Eliza Dalziel and Claire Galvin,
along with their teacher Ms Rachael Tranter, were presented with
Second Prize at the dinner celebrating these prestigious Science
Awards. This win, three years in a row, cements St Monica’s
College reputation as a top school for young women and science
in Australia.

IDENTITY AND OUTREACH TEAM WELCOMES
NEW DIRECTOR
It is with much pleasure that we welcome Ms
Sharon O’Keeffe who has recently commenced
in the position of Director – Identity and
Outreach, for Catholic Education Services.
Sharon assumes this leadership role, following
the retirement of Colin Harvey last year.

Sharon brings with her a deep personal faith
and a wealth of experience in senior leadership
as well as membership to a number of statewide committees in
Religious Education and Identity and Mission in New South Wales.
In commencing this role, Sharon has just concluded her time as
Director of Mission at Loreto Kirribilli. She has worked extensively
in the area of staff formation, identity and Mission, outreach,
including two years working with the Christian Brothers in

YOUTH MINISTRY
LEADERS MEET IN
MELBOURNE

Tanzania, as well as working with indigenous communities in both
NSW and Arnhem Land. Sharon has a background in facilitating
immersive experiences both nationally and internationally.
Sharon has also held a number of other roles within Catholic
Education. Roles included lecturing at ACU in their community
outreach program. She was also the Congregational representative
for the Identity and Mission Working Party for Catholic Schools
NSW. Sharon was an invited member of the Bishops’ Committee
to rewrite the NSW Senior Religious Education Program – Studies
in Catholic Thought as well as a Senior Examiner for the NSW
HSC course, Studies of Religion.
We warmly welcome Sharon to our Diocese and we look forward
to her contribution to the Strategic Leadership Team for Catholic
Education Services – Diocese of Cairns.

WALKING THE CAMINO
Diocese of Cairns pilgrims in sight of the Cathedral of Santiago the
place where the apostle St James greater relics are entombed.

Written by Anne Chellingworth (Diocesan Youth
Ministry Coordinator)
Youth Ministry Coordinators from across the country recently
gathered in Melbourne for the Australian Network of Diocesan
Youth Ministry Coordinators annual meeting. The gathering
brought together leaders from 16 Dioceses and provided an
opportunity to discern the movement of the Holy Spirit in youth
ministry across Australia.
Huw Warmenhoven, from the Archdiocese of Canberra and
Goulburn, said that the gathering was “brilliant to unite leaders
from all parts of the country in one vision – to invite young people to
encounter Christ and participate in the life and mission of the Church.”
Sydney Catholic Youth Coordinator, Chris Lee, spoke of the
importance of the network, saying “it allows us the opportunity to
connect in with people facing similar struggles and challenges. “Our
role is one that can be of high influence but also high responsibility so
the opportunity to bounce ideas with other big picture people, allows
us to be able to dream and start implementing what could be, while
constantly being reminded of what matters.”
It was evident that Diocesan Youth Ministry leaders found a new
confidence in the direction of their ministry both locally and
nationally following the gathering. The next annual meeting will be
held in the Diocese of Lismore in 2019.
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RALLY FOR LIFE

Written by Anne Coyle (Cherish Life Qld, Cairns Branch)

Hundreds of people, including many young families attended the
Rally for Life on Saturday 8th September on the Cairns Esplanade
to protest the Termination of Pregnancy Bill 2018.

The Bill comes back to Parliament on 16th October for debate and
a vote, It is important that we all express our opposition to this
dreadful Bill, so we can defeat it, and that must be our goal.

This Bill, if passed, would allow abortion on demand up to 22 weeks.
After that time, with the consent of two doctors, abortion would
be possible for a wide range of reasons, including psychosocial,
feasibly up until birth.

For pregnancy and post abortion, counselling and support in
Cairns please contact Chloe’s Place on 1300848080. For more
information please contact Cherish Life Qld, Cairns Branch, Tim
and Anne Coyle, 40332001, 0428183708, coyleanne25@gmail.
com, or go the Cherish Life Qld. website.

It offers no support for the mothers, no counselling, no cooling
off period, and no informed consent, just abortion! It also forces
doctors with a conscientious objection to refer women seeking
abortion to a doctor who can ‘provide the service’, while there is no
regulation of abortion providers.
The Rally was addressed by Teeshan Johnson, Executive Director
of Cherish Life Qld., and well-known local prolife advocate, Dr
Tim Coyle, both of whom encouraged those present to be active in
their opposition to this Bill by visiting their local state MP, writing
to Government and Opposition leaders, sending ‘letters to the
editor’ and phoning talk-back radio.
The Bill is before the Health, Communities, Disability Services,
Domestic, and Family Violence Prevention Committee for
consideration. In the week following the rally, hearings were
held in Cairns, Townsville and Brisbane. Many who attended the
hearings were struck by the cruel indifference displayed towards
the unborn child who is not given any rights and is seen as being
only a part of a woman, not an individual in his/her own right.

MINI VINNIES SLEEPOUT IN SILKWOOD

Written by Peta Bryan (School Principal)
On Friday, 31st August, the students of St John’s Catholic School
held a Mini Vinnies Sleep out on the school grounds. The students
experienced a very privileged evening by taking the time to walk in
the steps of those who are homeless and give thanks for the many
blessings they have in their own lives. It was a rough night for the
students sleeping under the covered area in their sleeping bags,

and it gave them a chance to discuss issues related to homelessness
and ways in which we could assist.
Our 24 students who attended raised over $280.00 for this cause
and this will be donated to the Saint Vincent De Paul Society
in Tully to assist any homeless in our community. The evening
was very special as students participated in a variety of learning
activities: liturgy with Fr Nathan
McKay, Guest Speaker Mr Lou
Crema from St Vincent De Paul,
and activities which inspired
them to recognise and appreciate
our Catholic perspective way
of life in offering ‘a hand up’ to
people in need.
St John’s School provides students
with these opportunities, which
emphasise personal and social
development as fundamental
enduring values and requirements
in an ever-changing world.
Catholic education strives to
make a difference in the lives
of individuals and in the wider
community by challenging our
students to find meaning and
values in their lives. Also to
develop communal obligations
and aspirations to prepare them
for a life of worth.

Mini Vinnies Group with Lou Crema SVDP Tully Branch & Fr Nathan McKay
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CATHOLIC EARLY LEARNING & CARE
FACILITY OPENING SOON…

Written by Sonia Maszak (Manager, Catholic Early Learning and Care)
•

The two kindergartens will be running a Government
Approved Kindergarten Program.

Our service will provide a selection of nutritious meals throughout
the day, morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea for children aged 12
months and above. All meals are catered for on site, made fresh
daily from our fully licensed and functional kitchen.
CELC, Mount Peter is committed to providing the highest
standard of early learning & care, and professionally managed
by our dedicated team. We value learning through play, which is
embedded in our practice, our service philosophy, and is reflected
within our indoor and outdoor learning environments.

Catholic Early Learning & Care are excited to announce that
a brand new 79 place early learning facility will be opening in
January 2019! The new service is conveniently located on the
grounds of MacKillop Catholic College, nestled in the lush green
foothills of a beautiful mountain range and breezy cane fields.

Expressions of Interest are coming through very fast and are
available on our website: http://ccelc.catholic.org.au/mtpeterchildcare/index.php

Mount Peter will cater for children from zero – 5 years, operating
for 50 weeks per year, 6:30am to 6:00pm. This centre will also
provide employment opportunities within the local community,
employing approximately 18 new team members!
The age groups will be:
•

Infant’s room 0 to 2 years

•

Toddler room 17 months to 2.5 years

•

Junior Kindy room 2 years to 3.5

•

Sessional Kindy 3.5 years to 5 years

•

Flexible Kindy 3 years to 5 years

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Are you a Secondary school student or a young adult?
Are you passionate about social justice?
Do you want to make a difference in the world?
Do you want to discover God’s purpose for your life?
Do you want to explore the Christian faith?
Do you want to build life-giving relationships and make new friends?
Do you want to have fun in a safe environment?
Do you want to be involved in new and exciting projects?
Then, Reach is the place for you! Come and check us out. We are based at Seville Mercy Conference Centre and
the Youth Group meets fortnightly on a Sunday 3pm – 5pm and we also have a Young Adults Group. For more
information please contact Priscilla O’Brien (Reach Coordinator) on 0429 475 825 or via email on priscaob@gmail.
com. New members are welcome.
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AN UNFORGETTABLE EVENING AT ST
MONICA’S YEAR 12 FORMAL

Written by Wendy Casey Year 12 Middle Leader

Without doubt, the Year 12 Formal is one of the most eagerly
anticipated social events on the St Monica’s calendar! Indeed, this
year’s formal was well worth the wait.
Like catwalk models, the young women of Year 12 took to the red
carpet, looking stunning as they arrived
in their gorgeous gowns at the Pullman
Reef Hotel Casino, accompanied by their
handsome partners.

certainly worth it.” – Danielle Chan

“From the glamorous red carpet arrivals to getting down on the
dance floor; our 2018 Senior Formal was a smash! An unforgettable
evening” – Emma Palmer

Guests enjoyed a delicious buffet, took
thousands of photographs and relaxed into
a great evening of dancing and laughter. I
thank all those who helped to make the
evening such a tremendous success.
Here is what some of the Year 12s had to
say:
“Formal was so much fun! Everyone
looked so beautiful dressed up!” – Gemma
Burnheim
“An unforgettable night, with exceptional
dancing and excellent company!” – Kailen
Pettit
“A splendid night spent with splendid
friends!” – Zara Chauvin-Hartmann
“All the time, effort and excitement were

MEN OF SAINTS - SENIOR FORMAL

Written by Mr Andrew Dorahy (Head of Year 12 – St Augustine’s College)
This year’s St Augustine’s Senior Formal was held at the Pullman
Reef Hotel Casino on Wednesday 8th August. It was a glittering
affair with suave, debonair and gentlemanly characteristics
demonstrated throughout the evening from
our utterly transformed senior students.

what tremendous spectacle rites of passage such as these can prove
to be. The boys were a credit to themselves, their families, the class
of 2018 and to the College.

Of course, our young men were completely
outshone by their chic and glamourous
partners who looked absolutely stunning.
There was much colour, excitement and a
large crowd of eager spectators as couples
made their grand entrance. This was
followed by a trip down the red carpet
where each senior introduced his partner to
College Principal, Br Darren Burge.
After a warm speech of welcome from our
College Captain, Toby Ellison, each of our
guests was escorted to the dance floor and
whisked around it in a highly polished
version of the Gypsy Tap. A grand selection
of epicurean delights was provided by the
hotel staff and then the serious business
of tripping the light fantastic on the dance
floor got well and truly underway. In what
appeared to be the blink of an eye, that
Cinderella moment had arrived and it was
time to bid farewell as yet another Senior
Formal had come to a close and what a
wonderful and memorable evening it was.
The seniors and their partners demonstrated St Augustine’s College Senior Formal 2018
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MOUNT ST BERNARD COLLEGE NAIDOC
DAY 2018
Written by Mrs Flo Cornish

Siloam	
  Retreat,	
  Diocesan	
  News	
  
	
  
	
  
L-R: Lorraine Muckan (Pastoral Care Residential), Judy Anning (Deputy Head of Boarding Girls), Desley Mosquito & Daphne Miller
	
  
(Local Jirrabal Elders).
	
  

This year’s Naidoc theme is “Because of her, We can.” The overall
consensus was to dedicate our Naidoc day to Ms Jude Koehler,
who passed away early this year and has been so instrumental in
supporting so many students and families in their MSB journey.
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  RETREAT	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Atherton	
  

As such, MSB commissioned a plaque to honour Jude, which was
blessed during our Liturgy and will eventually be placed in our new
Yarning/Friendship circle, which will be built later this year.
This circle symbolises the love and care Jude gave to us all and will 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
•
be a place for chats, reflection and a space to be there for each other,
•
all of which Jude tried to input in every person’s day here at MSB.
The Naidoc Committee would like to thank the wonderful
performers, stallholders, families, students and staff who contributed 	
  
to our special day. There were so many highlights that it is hard to
name individual people.
Once again, we had our wonderful Jirrbal Traditional owners
performing our opening dance, cutting of the cakes and the
Welcome to Country. It is fantastic to be able to work closely with
the Traditional People whose land our college is built on.
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• 	
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  Christian	
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  Centering	
  Prayer,	
  
Lectio	
  Divina,	
  &	
  Ignatian	
  Gospel	
  contemplation.	
  

Enquiries:	
  Christine	
  or	
  Lesley	
  
www.siloamretreat.com.au or 4091 2339

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS...
•
•
•
•

How can I be involved in the Plenary Council 2020 process?
Where is the nearest Church to me?
How do I contact a celebrant for a Baptism, Wedding or Funeral?
What is the story behind the Cathedral Windows?

Visit the www.cairns.catholic.org.au website to find answers to these
questions and learn more about the Diocese of Cairns and its parishes.
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STUDENTS DISCOVER NEW HORIZONS

Written by Ida Pinese, Principal and Janai Sugars, (APRE)
In keeping with the theme of
this year’s Catholic Education
Week,
“Discovering
new
horizons”, students from St
Stephen’s Catholic College have
gone beyond their comfort zone
and demonstrated prayer in
action through service to others.

Year twelve student, Nadia
Falvo (pictured), is passionate
about participating in a variety
of sports, encouraging other
students to share her love of
sport and coaching younger
children to swim.
While
appreciating its health benefits, she views sport as a perfect arena to
learn about team work, fair play, commitment, empathy for others
and striving to achieve one’s potential. These qualities won her the
coveted Pierre de Coubertin Award in July this year. This state-wide
award recognises students who embody the Olympic spirit, while
also making a contribution to the community by mentoring and
training younger students to become confident, future leaders with
an awareness of the needs of those less fortunate. Her achievement
was celebrated during Catholic Education Week.
This diversity of service to others ranges from mentoring and
coaching young children, as in Nadia’s case, to raising funds for
Rosies by pushing a wheelbarrow from Chillagoe to Mareeba on
a 160 km journey, solo, over three days. Year eleven student, Jake
Priestly, accomplished this amazing feat. In the tradition of his
siblings, who had undertaken the event in previous years, Jake

The Social Justice Committee and fellow year twelve students at
the sausage sizzle fundraiser.
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completed this race, raising much-needed funds for Rosies in
Mareeba. His determination and resilience in the service of others
demonstrated the true spirit of our Catholic schools.
After attending an inspiring session at the most recent Australian
Catholic Youth Festival, students from the Social Justice Committee
felt the call to spread joy to children suffering extreme poverty. They
decided to hold a sausage sizzle fundraiser at school in support
of Project Kindy, an organisation that supports the kindergarten
missions of the Canossian Daughters of Charity in Malawi. By
purchasing a sausage at St Stephen’s, students were able to empower
young children to attend school and receive a daily meal.
In serving others, our young people are discovering new horizons
and bringing joy to those who are marginalised in our society. They
are heeding Pope Francis’ words: “Dear young people, we did not
come into the world to ‘vegetate’ ... We came for another reason: to
leave a mark.”

THE WHEELCHAIR
BISHOP

Adapted by Anna Jimenez Catholic Missions Diocesan Director
Bishop Enrique Figaredo Alvargonzalez, also known as Father Kike,
has spent over 30 years serving people affected by landmines in
Cambodia. Following the outbreak of the Cambodian civil war, and
in the wake of the genocide of two million people committed by the
Khmer Rouge, Fr Kike’s help was desperately needed in the refugee
camps along the Cambodian-Thai border. Many in the refugee camp
were affected by landmines and had acquired a physical disability as a
result. In the refugee camps, Fr Kike established occupational training
centres to teach and practice vocational skills.
Bishop Kike received the title the ‘Wheelchair Bishop’ because of
his lifelong advocacy for people with disabilities. His emphasis on
the achievement of self-reliance, including gainful employment and
personal development, helps people affected by landmines to affirm
their human dignity.
In the early 1990s, Cambodian refugees began to return to the country,
increasing the need for Fr Kike’s assistance. In response, he established
Banteay Prieb, ‘the Centre of the Dove’, just outside Phnom Penh. The
centre provides many critical services, including:
•

Vocational training for around 200 young people with disabilities
every year;

•

Handicraft workshops, creating employment for disabled people;

•

Outreach programs providing access to aid, medical care and
wheelchairs for people with disability across Cambodia; and

•

A life changing wheelchair factory, which now produces around
1,000 Mekong Wheelchairs per year.

Bishop Kike would be delighted for us to support him in his work with
prayers so I ask you again, just as how we prayed for Abba Misagana
Asnake (Mission Hero from the last edition of Cairns Diocesan News),
to say a Hail Mary for him. May our Blessed Mary carry him and his
works for our universal mission through her intercession to Jesus who
can make everything possible. Catholic Mission directly supports six
projects in the Apostolic Prefecture of Battambang, Cambodia. Please
contact Anna Jimenez on 0450 213 042 or ajimenez@catholicmission.
org.au to find out more about how you can join Bishop Kike in our
Mission to share the love
of God with all. During
his recent visit to Catholic
Mission’s National Office
Bishop Kike said “the real
mission is kindness. To go
deep into the suffering and
beauty of people’s lives; into
their needs, and to meet
their needs with joyful hope
and practical kindness.”
“To work with people with
disability is a marathon—it
is a long-term commitment.
In this journey, I value our
friendship very much; your
believing in what we are
doing and accompanying
and
empowering
our
disabled children. It is very
Bishop Kike washing the feet of a girl
important to have friends.” injured by a land mine

Are stairs a problem?
Master Lifts have a convenient answer,
so you can stay in your double story home.
• Wheelchair lifts
• Home elevators
• Pool lifts
New and used options available.
Call us today,
and arrange a FREE in home demonstration and quote.

07 40393100

Have a seat...
We’ll take it from here.

www.masterlifts.com.au

www.pkbookkeeping.com

Phil : 0418 182 252

Osborne Construction Solutions
PO Box 464 Bungalow Qld 4870
www.osborneconstructions.com
Email: phil@osborneconstructions.com
ABN: 58 151 699 704 QBCC Licence: 1209195
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Jeff Taylor Psychiatry
Retirement Planning
“We guarantee you satisfaction”
If you are over 50 and have not yet started to plan your retirement, do it
now. Almost every client says the same thing to me, “if only I had come to
see you sooner”.







Retirement Goals – Is it travelling, ﬁshing, spending more
time with family?
Accessing your Super – Avoid the traps.
Transition to Retirement – Access your super while you
are still working.
Convert your Super to an Income Stream – Doing it the
right way
Centrelink Aged Pension – We do all that for you too
Protect your Wealth – Making sure it lasts the distance
Call us now and you can have your own
personal ﬁnancial planner – 40 521 950
Your ﬁrst meeting is cost and obligation free*

Shane Tibbs* is a Certiﬁed Financial Planner
at 206 Buchan Street, Cairns Q. 4870. He has
27 years experience, helping people achieve
their goals and retiring with a brighter future.
Phone: 07 40521950
Email: reception@staﬁnancial.com.au
www.staﬁnancial.com.au
Shane Tibbs is an Authorised Representative of Ausure Pty Ltd
ABN 94 096 971 854 AFSL 238433
Tricorp Financial Strategies Aust Pty Ltd ABN 91 102 478 544
trading as Shane Tibbs & Associates
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Dr Jeff Taylor
M.B.B.S., D.P.M.,
F.R.A.N.Z.C.P., DipCH
Dr Jeff Taylor wishes to
advise that he conducts
a home based practice in
General Adult Psychiatry
with special interest in
Psychotherapy at
7 East Parkridge Drive,
Brinsmead, Cairns

Dr Jeff Taylor has an interest in treating
conditions including:
•
•
•
•

•

Anxiety
Depression
Mood Disorders
PTSD (post traumatic
stress disorder)
Obsessive Compulsive
Disorder

•
•

•

Specific Phobias
Treatment of Military &
Veteran related problems
Psychological problems
associated with physical
illness

For appointments:
Ph: 4034 1880 Fax: 4034 2329 E: jeff.taylor.au@gmail.com
www.jefftaylorpsychiatry.com.au

BOOK REVIEWS
‘Prayer Seeds’

Reviewed by Gaile Bedford (Pastoral Care Associate, Pastoral
Support Services)
I found many facets to this book of prayer and reflection. Hope,
quieting the body and spirit, Calvary, death and resurrection are just
some of many seeds to be planted, watered and nourished to assist in
spiritual growth and maturity.
I was drawn to this book, ‘Prayer Seeds’ I opened the book and the first
word that sprung out at me was ‘HOPE’. This particular section had
a profound effect on me and led me into a new way of encountering
my own life with God through another person’s story of triumph over
diabolical circumstances, death and decay during the Holocaust. (‘An
Interrupted Life’, by Etty Hillisum. Pg 68 ‘Prayer Seeds’ by Joyce Rupp)
The reflections and meditations bought me to a place of stillness
and prayer and thanksgiving. Quieting my mind and body. Leading
into a place of peace, letting go and prayerful contemplation. I also
gained new insight and therefore the ability and opportunity to
change and grow.
I have found this book, ‘Prayer Seeds’ to be very helpful to my daily
prayer time. I would highly recommend it to anyone wishing to
deepen and facilitate his or her desire to move into the presence of
God during prayer. It brings to mind recommendations from St.
Theresa of Avila of the importance of ‘priming the pump’, moving into
a deeper encounter with God. (4 Degrees of Prayer – The Collected
Works of St. Theresa of Avila. By Book Glutton, Nov.2 2010)

“Hearts Burning within us”
Reviewed by Margo Robinson (Pastoral Care Assistant, Pastoral
Support Services)
“Hearts burning within us” by Fr Peter Malone MSC was a response to
the desire of Catholic parishioners to have their hearts opened to the
life of Jesus expressed in scripture and its significance in their lives.
Fr Malone has masterfully met these desires of the laity with a simple
yet profound weekly journey using the tradition of Lectio Divina
combined with informed and practical background to the chosen texts
and advice for individuals and groups to deepen their understanding
of the chosen passages.
Themes have been chosen for us, reflecting the unfolding story of
God’s plan in the scriptures, from both old and new testaments, in
modules following liturgical seasons and different aspects of Christian
life.
This work of Fr Malone will prove highly satisfactory to groups and
individuals seeking to deepen in knowledge and prayer their journey
towards Christ in his living word.
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We remember those who have died.
May they rest in peace.
Terige Lavalle 		

1st June		

Mareeba

Lesley Bell		

24th July		

Atherton

Renato Arancio		

3rd June		

Mareeba

Paul Barrett		

27th July		

Cathedral

William McLean		

6th June		

Mossman

Fred Lee Cheu		

29th July		

Chillagoe

Mary Apap		

6th June		

Innisfail

Margaret Flood		

3rd August

Mareeba

Flerida Baza-Canu		

7th June		

Innisfail

Settimo De Santis		

7th August

Mareeba

Otti Rutishauser		

12th June		

Mossman

Douglas Seawright		

9th August

Atherton

Kevin Dale		

16th June		

Cathedral

Ian Harris		

9th August

Cathedral

Peter Guernieri		

17th June		

Tully

Rosa Perry		

9th August

Tully

Jean O’Malley		

19th June		

North Cairns

Lola Bruton		

10th August

Innisfail

Marcello (Mark) Maggiolo

21st June		

Innisfail

Maria Harej		

11th August

Tully

Lionel (Bob) Combe		

22nd June		

Innisfail

Anna Bianco		

12th August

Mareeba

Jessie (Betty) Philp		

25th June		

Innisfail

Andrew Ribar		

15th August

Dimbulah

Colleen Geraghty 		

27th June		

Mareeba

Iris Watson		

15th August

Innisfail

Maria Puccini		

2nd July		

Innisfail

Clare Twomey		

15th August

Earlville

Rino Rizzato 		

7th July		

Dimbulah

Lawrence O’Grady 		

15th August

Chillagoe

Mary (Joy) Dawson		

8th July		

Earlville

Michael Fomenko		

17th August

Innisfail

Paul McArthur Snr		

10th July		

Gordonvale

Bruno Maloberti		

18th August

Mareeba

Janet Gulliver		

11th July		

Mossman

Patrick Ahmat		

19th August

Gordonvale

Paolo Ciaccia		

13th July		

Mareeba

Beniamina (Lina) Fusi		

22nd August

Earlville

Carmelina Veschetti		

13th July		

Mareeba

Joycephine Allen		

28th August

Atherton

Francesco (Frank) Galipo

14th July		

Innisfail

Santo Lagana		

29th August

Innisfail

Simon Arstell		

15th July		

Innisfail

Francis Cridland		

4th September

Cathedral

Robert Tuligi		

21st July		

Babinda

Anton (Tony) Cigrovski		

5th September

North Cairns

David Duncan		

21st July		

Atherton

Sr Katherine Coyne		

11th September

Mercy Place Westcourt

Jill Lloyd		

23rd July		

Gordonvale
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