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Creation Windows
Windows designed and made

 by Gerry Cummins and Jill Stehn

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; the first heaven and the first earth had disappeared 
now, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the holy city, and the new Jerusalem, coming 
down from God out of heaven as beautiful as a bride all dressed for her husband…..It had all 
the radiant glory of God and glittered like some precious jewel of crystal-clear diamond.   
(Revelations 21/1-2,11)
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FROM THE BISHOP 

Gulf Savannah Restoration and Renewal
Over July and August this year the Diocese undertook refurbishment 
works to both the Normanton and Karumba churches. Whilst 
not lavish refurbishments by any stretch of the imagination, the 
transformation of the Karumba church has made a significant 
difference to parishioners, and the many visitors from around 
Australia who make Karumba their temporary home during the 
winter months.

Built in the 1970’s by volunteer labour, the church was in need of 
‘freshening up’ after serving the Gulf community for many years. 
Some carefully directed spending on relining the internals of the 
church, sealing the concrete slab and finishing off the new entry 
roof that a group of parishioners had started, has seen the church 
become an inviting space for gathering and worship. Significantly 
the church is now a much cooler sanctuary from the summer heat 
of the Gulf with the installation of air conditioning. 

The Community Church of St James and St John’s is shared by the 
Catholic, Anglican and Uniting Church communities, and without 
the contribution from all three groups these works could not have 
occurred.

Written by Shane Watson  
Manager Project Services

After refurbishment works

Prior to refurbishment works
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RECENT  
APPOINTMENTS
With respect of Cannon Law requirements, Bishop Foley has 
recently appointed new consultors. Can. 502 §1 From among the 
members of the council of priests, the diocesan Bishop freely appoints 
not fewer than six and not more than twelve priests, who are for five 
years to constitute the college of consultors.  To it belong the functions 
determined by law; on the expiry of the five year period, however, it 
continues to exercise its functions until the new college is constituted.

In the diocese, the college of consultors consists of priests charged 
with advising the bishop; some decisions require that they be given 
a hearing, others require their consent. Listed below are the new 
consultors for the diocese.

• Kerry Crowley • Frank Gordon 
• Martin Kenny • John McGrath 
• Greg Moses  • Neil Muir

Bishop Foley extends his thanks and appreciation of those priests 
who have agreed to take on this important appointment.

REST IN PEACE
In Remembrance of Fr Colmcille (Colin) Spokes, son of 
Jacque and the late Bill Spokes; on the 25th Anniversary 
of his Ordination as a Dominican Priest (St Monica’s 
Cathedral Friday 15th of July 1988) and death (2nd of 
September 1988)

Romans 8:38-39

For I am convinced that  
neither death nor life,  
neither angels nor demons,  
neither the present  
nor the future,  
nor any powers, neither height  
nor depth, nor anything else in  
all creation, will be able  
to separate us from the love of God  
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord  
(Ordination Prayer Card)

My vocation, like any vocation, began in the heart and mind of God 
long before I was born (cf Jer 1:4). But I became aware of it only in 
my early college years when I was in the seminary. My mother used 
to tell me a story that when I was still a baby a complete stranger 
approached her and told her that her baby (me) would become a 
priest someday. I never gave serious attention to that, not until I 
encountered those words of the prophet Jeremiah.

I admit in my early childhood years I always wanted to become a 
priest. My parents would give me toys, but I always ask them to buy 
me an image of the Infant Jesus. 

PRIEST IN PROFILE: 
FR MICHAEL J BELONIO
OSA Parish Priest Mareeba & Dimbulah
“GOD CALLS AND WE ANSWER”
Written by Fr Belonio

Every time I was sick, I would gather all my collections of the Infant 
Jesus and place them around my bed. Every time I had a piece of 
bread and a glass of juice I would distribute them to those around 
me as if I was a priest giving communion to them.

I was educated by the Augustinians and when I was in high school 
I wasn’t the religious child I used to be. I lost my dream of entering 
the priesthood, I hated going to Church and things religious held no 
interest for me. Being the class monitor, I went to Church because I 
had to check the attendance of my classmates every time we had a 
school Mass. I had to go to the Sunday Mass that was aired live on 
the radio because my English teacher obliged me to do the readings. 
My mother insisted I go so she could hear my voice on the radio.

A few months before I finished high school, an Augustinian priest 
came to visit our class and gave a talk about vocation to the 
priesthood and religious life. I gave no interest to his talk because 
I had already set my plans for college, i.e. to take up a medical 
degree. The following day, I was convinced by my friends to take 
an entrance exam to the seminary so we could escape from class. 
The results came and we passed. I was called for an interview and 
confessed straight away to the priest my reason of taking the exam.

A few months passed and I had graduated from high school. I 
was about to enrol in college when I accidentally met the teacher 
who conducted the exam to the seminary. She asked me a simple 
question: “Are you really not going to enter the seminary?” As fast as 
lightning, I immediately said “YES…….I AM”. I hurriedly went home 
to inform my parents of my sudden decision. All I could remember 
on that day was, I was so happy and excited. My father was hesitant, 
but my mother was so glad with my decision and since that day, she 
goes to Mass everyday. A few days after that, I found myself in an 
Augustinian seminary and the rest, as they say, is history.

Indeed, God works in us mysteriously. With the grace of God, I’m 
now in my 10th year as an ordained priest. I am looking forward to 
more challenges in the ministry that God asked me to undertake. 
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YOUTH MINISTRY  
WELCOMES NEW  
COORDINATOR 
Written by Anne Chellingworth

In early August Mrs Anne Chellingworth was appointed to the role 
of Diocesan Youth Ministry Coordinator.  Anne is excited to be part 
of the life-giving work of Catholic Education Services’ Faith and 
Religious Education team.  She will be working with the parishes, 
schools and colleges around the diocese providing youth ministry 
resources, identifying and training future ministry leaders and 
developing faith-building initiatives for young people.

Youth ministry plays a vital role in the Church’s mission, particularly 
as part of the New Evangelisation which seeks to present the 
Christian message with greater impact and freshness to today’s 
culture which is so often characterised by indifference.  Anne will 
be working to promote the visible presence and active engagement 
of young people within the local faith community, thus giving the 
intergenerational community opportunity to acknowledge and 
value young people, as well as giving young people a sense of their 
integral place within the church.

Anne is Cairns ‘born and bred’ and has a rich background of youth 
ministry experiences.  She has previously been a member of the 
Australian Network of Diocesan Youth Ministry Coordinators and 
is familiar with many of the youth ministry models and strategies 
in use around Australia.

To find out more about local youth ministry or to get involved, you 
can contact Anne by email: achellingw@cns.catholic.edu.au or 
phone: 0407 716 430 or visit the Emmaus Young Adults Group – 
Cairns Facebook page.
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Written by Kay Morrow Mareeba Publicity Officer 

The Parish of St Thomas of Villanova in Mareeba has been staffed 
by the Order of Saint Augustine since it began a century ago. It is 
part of the Diocese of Cairns. At present we have three Augustinian 
priests in residence.  Parish priest Father Michael Belonio came to 
us three years ago.  As well as his parish Fr Michael presides at 
Masses in Cairns, the Tablelands and also travels to Weipa once a 
month to spend time at the detention centre and preside at Mass.  
This is as well as running a busy parish with three churches to 
cover; St Anthony’s in Dimbulah and St Christopher’s in Kuranda 
as well as St Thomas’s. 

Fr Peter McHugh returned to Mareeba three years ago having 
served here 20 years ago.  Although not in good health Fr Peter 
still keeps busy saying weekday and weekend Masses, presiding at 
funerals and visiting the sick and elderly.  Unfortunately Fr Peter is 
unable to drive so a willing group of parishioners ferry him around.

Fr Rob Greenup, who was parish priest for 16 years in Mareeba, 
now devotes himself to Indigenous Connections, assisted by Deacon 
Ralph Madigan. 

Visiting communities in the Cape, saying Mass and ministering the 
Sacraments at Coen every month, Father also says Masses in Mareeba, 
Dimbulah and Kuranda and assists in the parish in many ways.

Being a multi-cultural area St Thomas’s recently held its annual 
Multicultural Mass, with many parishioners attending in national 
costume, the Readings were proclaimed in different languages and 
Mass started with the procession of flags from 16 different nations. 
The Filipino community and the Aboriginal community celebrate 
at a Sunday Mass once a year and the large Italian community 
have a monthly Mass. The celebration of Our Lady of the Chain was 
celebrated on Sunday 8 September at 2.30pm.  This annual event is 
into its fifty-third year of celebration in Mareeba. 

We have an active parish with many groups helping in the running 
of it.  The Augustinian spirituality, community and friendliness is 
strong and active in the parish.

Parish in Profile:  
ST THOMAS OF 
VILLANOVA, MAREEBA
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INNISFAIL 2013 
CATHOLIC 
DEBUTANTE’S
Written by Mrs C Mayers –  
Innisfail Catholic Debutante Ball Committee 2013

The Innisfail Catholic Debutante Ball ritual continued this year 
with great success at the Innisfail Shire Hall on the 19th and 
20th July.  Fifty four young ladies and their partners from Good 
Counsel College and the Innisfail State College came together for a 
memorable night of entertainment and celebration.

This ceremonial evening saw each Debutante formally introduced 
and presented to Father Kerry Crowley, Innisfail Parish Priest, Paul 
Keenan, Principal Good Counsel College and Mayor Bill Shannon, 
Cassowary Coast Regional Council.   The official presentation saw 
all Debs and Partners perform a “Masked Waltz” and “Cha Cha” 
after many weeks of rehearsal and practice.  A memorable evening 
was enjoyed.

FAMILY, FAITH 
AND FRUITS OF 
THE SPIRIT…
Written by Paul, Anne Marie, Emma,  
Madeleine & Alexandra Rayner

Friday 19th July 2013

Saturday 20th July 2013

Our family moved to Cairns 18 months ago after I accepted a position 
to be the new Assistant Principal (APRE), Religious Education at St 
Mary’s Catholic College in Woree. Along with my wife, Anne Marie 
and daughters Emma, Madeleine and Alexandra the family has 
settled into life in the Northern Beaches Parish participating each 
Sunday at the 10:30am Mass at St Augustine’s, Stratford.

My reflection of St Augustine’s is that although it is a small 
congregation I find the masses here to be of an intimate nature. 
Anne Marie enjoys the quiet location of St Augustine’s as it provides 
a peaceful location in which to enjoy the mass as a family. Mass is 
important for our family. In our hectic modern family life, Sunday 
Mass becomes one of the few times during the week in which we 
can come together and where we can give thanks for all that we 
have and ask for God’s blessings and grace to continue.

St Augustine’s is more than where the family is able to participate 
in mass each week. Anne Marie and the girls have become involved 
as Eucharistic servers and readers. As an APRE, I find the homilies 
a rich source of knowledge and inspiration that I can draw upon 
and take back to my school community for faith formation. 
The parishioners of St Augustine’s are very proud of their little 
community. This pride has not translated into a ‘closed shop’ 
mentality but rather one where the Gospel value of hospitality is 
actively promoted. Each week all who attend mass are greeted with 
smiles and the opportunity for a chat. The Mass always includes a 
few hymns and Fr Pat and Fr Neil always make themselves available 
for a word or two when Mass is concluded. 

Attending Mass at St Augustine’s in the wet season always reminds 
me of the Fr O’Brien poem, ‘Said Hanrahan’. In God’s good time 
down came the rain; and all the afternoon. On iron roof and window-
pane it drummed a homely tune. With the iron roof and window 
panes of St Augustine’s I can imagine our little church in January 
/ February fitting the scene of this well-known Australian verse. 
My father always referred to old weatherboard buildings as a “little 
bit of Australia”. Each week our family comes to this little bit of 
Australia where we are spiritually nourished and re-energised for 
the week ahead......and each week we are thankful to God that the St 
Augustine’s parishioners and Mass provides us with a consistency 
in an inconsistent world.

Left to right - Madeleine, Anne Marie, Emma, Paul & Alexandra Rayner

DATE CLAIMER
2014 Date Claimer: Celebrating Marist Brothers 75th 

Anniversary in Innisfail Parish – February/March 2014 



Siloam, the name of the pool where a 
blind man received sight from Jesus and 
his life was transformed, was chosen to 
express the spirit of the place.

Siloam was set up as a privately run 
Christian contemplative Centre and 
receives no Church or government 
funding. Its operation relies on work 

undertaken by Lesley and Christine, and its existence can be as 
precarious as many small businesses. A few years into the journey, 
the then owner of the building announced he was selling. It looked 
like certain closure. To the amazement of Lesley and Christine, a 
benefactor stepped forward to buy the building, and Siloam has 
been able to continue for another 10 years. 

Today Lesley continues one-to-one spiritual direction and 
professional counselling. Christine offers spiritual direction, small 
group retreats, and visual art processes to support personal and 
spiritual growth. Siloam Centre is part of the World Community for 
Christian Meditation network. 

Many people desire an opportunity to stop awhile, reflect on their 
experience and what they most want their lives to be about. Some 
seek to grow in the capacity to notice where the love and creativity 
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Written by Robyn Chambers Acting APRE 
Curriculum Support St Rita’s Catholic Primary School

St Rita’s senior students visiting residents of Abbeyfield Babinda 

INSPIRED  
BY JESUS
Small School with a big spirit

St Rita’s in Babinda started the year with the intention of making 
a difference, establishing the ‘Making a Difference’ team which 
they affectionately named the MAD Team. With this in mind they 
set about making and selling pancakes, chocolate crackles and 
frozen cups, and holding a free dress day to raise money for Project 
Compassion. They established a “Bucket-filling” philosophy where 
their aim was to do things to fill people’s invisible buckets by 
making a positive difference to them and in turn they knew their 
buckets would also be filled. Good morning Monday, Thanking 
Tuesday, Winking Wednesday, Thumbs up Thursday and High 5 
Friday became a part of the language of St Rita’s as students set 
about filling buckets.

The theme afforded Catholic Education Week 2013 was ‘Making a 
difference inspired by Jesus’ and St Rita’s knew what they wanted 
to do next: Thank the small community for making a difference 
to the lives of the people who lived there. The Prep/1 class made 
certificates to thank the parents who helped at the school. Year 2/3 
made ‘Making a Difference’ certificates, and then walked around 
visiting the businesses, thanking them and handing them their 
individually designed certificates. The Senior class made patty cakes 
and then visited the local retirement village to speak with residents. 

The St Rita’s Way is one where ‘Making a Difference’ is the way we 
live every day, not just in 2013!

Tucked away in a small cul-de-sac in Parramatta Park is a nondescript 
building where the door has opened thousands of times since 1999 
to people from many walks of life. They have come for spiritual 
direction, professional counselling, Christian Meditation, Taizé 
Prayer, a retreat day, personal development or some quiet time in 
the prayer room Siloam Centre has provided.

The story of Siloam can be traced back 
to a number of conversations between 
Lesley Newman [inset] and the then 
Bishop of Cairns, John Bathersby. He 
encouraged her to go to Melbourne, 
complete a Bachelor of Theology degree 
and train as a spiritual director for the 
Cairns Diocese. At the time Lesley was 
a member of a lay Franciscan group, 
and responsible for the formation of new members. It was a time 
when lay spiritual directors were few in the Catholic Church and the 
ministry was associated with priests and religious.

On returning to Cairns, Lesley worked at Centacare as a 
counsellor. Conversations with Christine Ritchie,  a former Good 
Samaritan sister who had studied theology and art in Melbourne, 
opened possibilities for creating ‘from scratch’ a contemplative 
place in the heart of Cairns that offered spiritual direction and 
counselling. Resources were meagre but with some donations and 
encouragement Siloam Centre came into being. 

SILOAM CENTRE
A CONTEMPLATIVE  
SPACE IN THE CITY
Written by Lesley Newman and Christine Ritchie

‘A quiet moment in the prayer room  
at Siloam Centre’.  
Photographer: Mark Ritchie 

of God is at work in their daily 
lives. These are contemplative 
journeys, and ones that 
Siloam seeks to nurture.  
(www.siloamcentre.com) 

“Set pools of silence in this 
thirsty land.”  
(Australian poet, James 
McAuley, Letter to John Dryden)

Christine Ritchie



http://education.qld.gov.au/students/grants/scholarships/
pdfs/promo-poster-2014
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FEAST OF OUR LADY OF THE  
OAK, MARIA SS DELLA QUERCIA
Written by the Maria Della Quercia committee. 

Flags were flying, children were dressed in traditional costumes 
and there was much singing as the Atherton Parish celebrated the 
Feast of Our Lady of the Oak, Maria SS Della Quercia. The festival 
started with Mass, then followed a street procession and then fun, 
food and festivities. The parish’s Maria Della Quercia committee and 
the school worked together to ensure that people were entertained 
with a variety of stalls and the large crowd was certainly well fed, 
with a variety of delicious Italian food.

This feast originated in a small town in Southern Italy, called 
Conflenti, where Our Lady, mother of Jesus appeared many times 
near an oak tree. These apparitions occurred over a period of ten 
months from the 7th June 1578 to March 25th 1579. It is believed 
that Mary performed many miracles including curing the blind, 
healing the lame and stopping a plague. A great devotion started 
and still today, millions of people go to the village to pray and ask 
for blessings and help. There is now a beautiful church dedicated to 
our Lady, next to the Oak Tree.

In 1986, local parishioners Pietro and Giuseppina Cuda asked 
Our Lady to help their son Frank, who was suffering from a 
kidney disease. They then brought a statue to honour Our Lady to 
Australia. Mr and Mrs Cuda celebrated a Mass in their home every 
year, on the feast day. 

Drinks and home cooked food was provided by Giuseppina. Pietro 
and his brother-in-law played beautiful music on the organetto. 
Everyone had a great time and Frank recovered.

In 1995, at Pietro’s request, Father Newman as parish priest agreed 
that the feast could be held at the church. Since then, this great feast 
has been celebrated at St Joseph’s Catholic Church in Atherton, on 
the third Sunday in August. It is wonderful to see people coming 
from all over the Tablelands to attend this special celebration.

“COMMEMORATING THE MEN AND TOO OFTEN 
BOYS WHO GAVE AWAY THEIR TOMORROWS SO 
THAT WE MIGHT HAVE BRIGHTER TODAYS”
Written by Emma Kearney [student St Andrew’s Catholic College Redlynch] 

Earlier this year for Anzac Day commemorations, as a recipient of the 
Premier’s Anzac Prize 2013, I had the opportunity to travel to Gallipoli 
and the Western Front. The Dawn Service at Gallipoli was unbelievable; 
to have stood on the ground that ran red with their blood some 98 
years ago was very emotional. It was incredible to sleep out overnight 
there, and to look up at the heights they had to storm. 

Walking along the beach at Anzac Cove was incredible, as it has so 
much significance to Australia and our way of life. It was incredible 
to put into perspective the place with which our nation was said to 
be born. 

To then travel across Belgium and France was unbelievable 
and with each place we visited it became so overwhelming and 
almost incomprehensible that each name and grave told such a 
heartbreaking story of a loss too soon. To finish up the trip in Paris 
was amazing, I will be forever grateful for this incredible experience 
of a lifetime. The enormity of the sacrifices made by our forebears 
is still sinking in. 

I would encourage all eligible students to enter the competition, as 
applications are now open. Further Information can be found on 
The Premiers Anzac Prize website. Emma together with Jack Graham from Noosa District State High School  

at Lone Pine Cemetery Gallipoli on ANZAC Day 2013
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•	 	Brand	new,	affordable	apartments	for	over	65s

•	 	Now	more	affordable	with	option	to	buy	now	
and	pay	10%	on	exit

•	 	Prices	start	from	$327,600	(after	10%	deferment)

•	 	Cafe,	pool,	gym,	activities	and	friendship

•	 	24/7	on-site	nursing	care	in	your	apartment	
or	the	Bethlehem	Nursing	Centre

Buy now pay later!

257 Gatton Street, WESTCOURT QLD 4870 
T (07) 4031 6977  E info@holyspirit.com.au 
W www.holyspiritwestcourt.com.au

Inspect Sunday

10.30 to 11.30am

Wednesday 10 to 11.00am

Call now on 07 4031 6977 for more 
information and a FREE tour. 

You can afford to live a 
quality retirement lifestyle.“COMMEMORATING THE MEN AND TOO OFTEN 

BOYS WHO GAVE AWAY THEIR TOMORROWS SO 
THAT WE MIGHT HAVE BRIGHTER TODAYS”
Written by Emma Kearney [student St Andrew’s Catholic College Redlynch] 

From left to right: Ally Cantin (Team Leader) Ontario, Canada; Luke Schoenfelder  Alberta, Canada; Allyson LeBlanc Nova 
Scotia, Canada; Jessica Cooney  Coffs Harbour, New South Wales; William Aupito Iuliano (Team Leader) Melbourne, Victoria

NET TEAM MINISTERS 
TO THE SOUTHERN DEANERY
Written by The NET team 
We, the National Evangelisation Teams (NET) team have been 
hard at work across the Innisfail area for the past several months. 
Our team is comprised of five very different personalities from 
totally different homes. Three of us, Ally, Luke, and Alyson are from 
all across Canada. Jess and William are from Coffs Harbour and 
Melbourne, respectively. 

Arriving in Innisfail in February as friendly acquaintances with each 
other, we soon became just as close as any family. Our team was 
warmly welcomed from the very start, and we quickly got into the 
rhythm of being at school from Monday to Friday at Good Counsel 
College, which is our main focus for the year. We have been a part of 
numerous camps and excursions, as well as having the opportunity 
to enter R.E. classes and spend a lesson with the students helping 
them connect what they are learning in class at the time to their 
own personal faith. We have also run retreat days for some of the 
different year levels, which are always a great success.

Not only have we been actively involved with all facets of the Good 
Counsel College life, but we’ve also been fortunate enough to visit 
the surrounding Catholic primary schools to lead them in activities, 
small lessons, and lots of fun sing-alongs! Another part of our 
ministry outside of the college is right across the road; at Mother 
of Good Counsel Church. We have become active members in the 
parish community; helping out at Mass anyway we can, or even 
visiting the Vinnie’s committee during meetings. The local youth 
group, called Emmaus, has also been a huge priority and blessing 
for us, and allows the students to grow in their relationships with 
each other through their faith, but more importantly grow in their 
relationship with Jesus. 

Our life in Innisfail is anything but dull; we’re constantly on-the-
go planning or running ministry events, helping out wherever we 
can, or finding random adventures that only bond us as a team 
and family even more. We are incredibly blessed to be here for the 
year – not only is the area beautiful, it didn’t take any time at all to 
realise the people were even more so!

We keep you all in our prayers as you have kept us all in yours, 
thank you for all the love and support and we wish you the best as 
we finish up these next few months! 

God Bless, from the NET team
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DATE EVENT PLACE
WESTERN DEANERY
ATHERTON
18th August Maria Della Quercia Annual Feast of Our Lady of the Oak Tree Atherton
19th October Spring Fair 2013 Atherton
October Atherton Parish Catholic Ladies Mass & Luncheon Atherton

MALANDA
July – September TBA Confirmation Malanda

MAREEBA
July – September TBA Confirmation Dimbulah
July – September TBA Confirmation Mareeba
8th September Feast of Our Lady of the Chain Mareeba

GOLD AWARD – CONGRATULATIONS 
OUR LADY OF THE SACRED HEART 
SCHOOL THURSDAY ISLAND
Written by Lasmintan AhBoo 

From the 13th of August to the 17th August, 15 children from Our 
Lady of the Sacred Heart School travelled to Brisbane to attend 
the Queensland Catholic Schools and Colleges Music Fest at the 
Villanova College in Coorparoo. Travelling south included Jayden 
Seden, Palysse Love-Beasley, Anah Garnier, Sean David, Tyrese 
David-Sabatino, Xanthika Busch, Indira Lai Foo, Kostya Moloney-
David, Ngukis Fauid, Serianne Dorante-Garnier, Nathaniel Majid, 
Anson Ware, Emi Kuwajima and Joyra Pitt. 

For the second year in a row, the children received a Gold Award 
for their performance. Many in the audience said that they were 
mesmerised and were waiting for more singing and dancing. 
The children were then asked for an encore performance in the 
amphitheatre area so that a larger audience could view them. 

We would like to thank Dr Peter Morris, the Director of Music and 
Sandra Mangus, the Facilitator of the Festival event, for their kind 
thoughts in always ensuring we were taken care of at the event, 
including helping to feed our growing talented children. 

Also, a big thank you to Genelle Santos in the finance office of 
the Catholic Diocese, helping us with our arrangements to travel 
to Brisbane and for the kind donation from the school’s P&F 
Committee which helped fund the trip. 

Thank you to our children, school staff, families and community 
who supported the children so they could attend this event. Thank 
you to Tyra Ware, Gaby Mairu, Velma David, Coen Nicholls, Anson 
Dorante and Rita Dorante for giving up their time to help prepare 
the children’s music and dance throughout the year, and also to the 
staff of Mona’s, assisting with the children’s clothing.

Congratulations to all the  
children for their dedication  
in coming to practices 
 and having the courage  
to perform. 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Children appear at the Queensland Catholic Schools and Colleges Music Fest. 

DATE CLAIMER  
SYNOD SESSION 2

Saturday 19th of October
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DEBUTANTE TRADITION CONTINUES 
AT PARISH OF ST THOMAS 
Written by Daniela Soncin, Co-ordinator Debutante Ball Committee

2013  Debutantes with thanks to NQ School Photography

On Saturday 4th May 2013, nineteen young women from the 
Mareeba and Dimbulah Parishes danced the night away in the 
arms of their partners at the annual St Thomas Catholic Parish 
Debutante Ball held at the Mareeba International Club. The 
stunning Debutantes, escorted by their partners, were presented 
to the official party made up of Fr Frank Gordon, VG PP, Fr Michael 
Belonio OSA, Parish Priest and other civic and political dignitaries in 
what proved to be an extremely enjoyable and successful evening.

During the official part of the evening Fr Michael Belonio, thanked 
Fr Frank Gordon for once again attending this significant event for 
the youth of the Mareeba and Dimbulah Parishes. Following a short 
address by Fr Frank, the Debutantes displayed their magnificent 
dancing skills by performing three official dances, The Oslo, 
Festival Glide and Lucille, which truly impressed the 310 guests 
who attended the evening. 

The Debutantes and Partners then welcomed their parents onto 
the dance floor to join them in performing the Pride of Erin; a 
dance which the Debutantes and Partners traditionally perform 
during the evening with their parents. 

The Debutante Ball Committee made up of Daniela Soncin, Rena 
Ceola, Marisa Sabin, Mary Stefanutti, Kaye Petersen, Rosie Rantucci 
and Tania Alifraco, work tirelessly for over six months to ensure 
that the Debutantes and their partners were ready for, what is 
traditionally recognised as a young ladies formal introduction 
into society. Over a period of 13 weeks of compulsory rehearsal, 
the Debutantes were tutored on dancing, hair and make-up, floral 
arrangements and etiquette. One member of the official party 
commented, “The evening was truly amazing. It was evident that 
the skills which all the Debutantes learned during the time and the 
commitment that they had showed, would serve them in good stead 
once they finish high school at the end of the year.”
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‘READ ACROSS  
THE UNIVERSE’
@ St Gerard Majella’s Library by Christine Hofman

Our Library has been decked out with all things the students suggested we would find in the Universe.

You will find Mission 
control ready to launch 
the Short Listed Books 
into the race.

The Alien has abducted our 
school officers ...Nooooo!!! 

The rocket is ready with crew, 
while astronauts are zooming 
around on Flying books with 
our Super heroes, Superman, 
Batman and Wonder woman.

Reading stars are beginning 
to shine outside the Library 
with the appearance of 
some weird looking aliens.

Come and meet the Universal  
Leader Reader?????!!!
Reading is out of this World @ SGM

 
2014 HARVEST PILGRIMAGES

ST PAUL EXPEDITIONS
A 20 day pilgrimage with Fr Robert Greenup

Departing 28th May 2014
• Athens • Corinth • Hosios Loukas Monastery  
• Kalambaka • Philippi • Kavala • Thessaloniki 

• Kos • Patmos • Kusadasi • Ephesus • Izmir  
• Pergamum • Canakkale • Assos  
• Alexander Troas • Troy • Gallipoli • Istanbul  
• Cappadocia • Optional Malta extension 

www.harvestpilgrims.com

For more inFormation or to reSerVe a copy oF our  

NEW 2014 BrochurE contact HarVeSt on 1800 819 156

* Costs must remain subject to change without notice, based on currency exchange rates, departure city,  
airline choice and minimum group size contingency.

plus airfare

indicative from

$6040

DATE CLAIMER  
Australian Catholic Youth Festival

The Australian Catholic Youth Festival is a national 
gathering of Catholic young people established by the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference. It exists to 
provide young people with opportunities to deepen 
their relationship with Jesus, be empowered to be 
disciples in the world today and encounter and celebrate 
the vitality of the Church in Australia.

Who: Young people from year 9 to young adults 25  
 years of age.

When: Thursday 5th December until Saturday 7th   
 December, 2013.

Where: Australian Catholic University and St Patrick’s  
 Cathedral Precinct, Melbourne.

Theme: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me’ Luke 4:18

Cost:  Registration $170.

Practicalities:  Meal tickets are available for $75; for 
transport and accommodation details please contact the 
Cairns Diocesan Youth Ministry Office E: achellingw@
cns.catholic.edu.au or M: 0407 716 430. For more 
information go to www.youthfestival.catholic.org.au
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ART AID TO THE RESCUE
Written by Mrs Josie Lowerson Art Teacher  
Mount St Bernard College

Year 11 students at Mount St. Bernard College have displayed 
a strong commitment to helping others less fortunate than 
themselves by working tirelessly to produce one hundred Art 
packs which were sent to impoverished schools in Railco Kraic in 
East Timor.  

As part of their Religious Education studies they set about making 
candles, greeting cards and popcorn which they later sold to the 
whole school community. These funds were then used to purchase 
visual diaries, pencil cases, pastels, pencils and other materials. 

The group designed the Logo “Art Aid” and then proceeded to 
screen print two hundred items before packaging each individually 
for transportation to East Timor. Participation and enthusiasm is 
to be commended throughout the entire process and students 
were rewarded with a sense of pride and achievement at the end 
of this experience. 

The act of giving has become contagious and they look  
forward to the next project.

DATE CLAIMER GenY: More Than Meets The Eye

This year’s Breakthrough Catholic Youth Festival will be held at the Genazzano conference 
centre Nov 1-3.  The Festival promises to be a dynamic experience of faith for 18-30 year olds 
with music, drama, discussion, prayer and keynote presentations by Fr Bony Abraham MGL.  
The cost of $195 includes meals on Saturday and Sunday and all accommodation.  For more 
information or to register please visit http://breakthroughyouthfestival.weebly.com
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2013 YEAR 12 GRADUATES  

St Mary’s Catholic College  

St Augustine’s College 

Mount St. Bernard College Herberton

St. Monica’s College

CONTINUING THE JOURNEY
October in schools usually means Term 4, and in Secondary Schools, Year 12 
Graduations and school farewells. Life is a mosaic of journeys for each of us and 
for year 12 students the journey through 13 years of schooling, with Prep, is 
ending. It also marks the beginning of early adulthood – driver’s licence, right 
to vote, jobs, further education etc. Many school leavers are taking a Gap year 
from study, to work and travel. Some even spend months working in overseas 
missions or volunteer to help those less fortunate on our home shores.

Recently Catholic Education Week ambassador Anthony Ryan reminded us 
that our commitment to the values of Catholic education does not finish with 
Year 12 – these values should be part of our life’s journey. I encourage our Year 
12s to continue to reflect on their formation in faith as they move towards 
adulthood such that they become good contributing members to their families 
and communities. 

As I move around our secondary colleges and speak to our Year 12s I strongly 
believe our future is in good hands – there are some fine young people about to 
make their mark in the wider world. 

On behalf of all Catholic Education Services, we congratulate our year 12 
graduates, and pray that God continue to be with them in this significant 
life journey transition.

Br Paul Hough FMS Executive Director  
Catholic Education Services – Diocese of Cairns
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2013 YEAR 12 GRADUATES  

St Mary’s Catholic College  

Good Counsel College, Innisfail  

St Andrew’s Catholic College 

St Stephen’s Catholic College Mareeba

CONTINUING THE JOURNEY
October in schools usually means Term 4, and in Secondary Schools, Year 12 
Graduations and school farewells. Life is a mosaic of journeys for each of us and 
for year 12 students the journey through 13 years of schooling, with Prep, is 
ending. It also marks the beginning of early adulthood – driver’s licence, right 
to vote, jobs, further education etc. Many school leavers are taking a Gap year 
from study, to work and travel. Some even spend months working in overseas 
missions or volunteer to help those less fortunate on our home shores.

Recently Catholic Education Week ambassador Anthony Ryan reminded us 
that our commitment to the values of Catholic education does not finish with 
Year 12 – these values should be part of our life’s journey. I encourage our Year 
12s to continue to reflect on their formation in faith as they move towards 
adulthood such that they become good contributing members to their families 
and communities. 

As I move around our secondary colleges and speak to our Year 12s I strongly 
believe our future is in good hands – there are some fine young people about to 
make their mark in the wider world. 

On behalf of all Catholic Education Services, we congratulate our year 12 
graduates, and pray that God continue to be with them in this significant 
life journey transition.

Br Paul Hough FMS Executive Director  
Catholic Education Services – Diocese of Cairns
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70-76 Maher Road, Gordonvale, Qld 4865 
www.heritagebradyfunerals.com.au   4056 1627 

Celebrating Life  Giving Thanks 

Funeral Home | Crematorium | 300 Seat 

Air Conditioned Chapel | After Funeral 

Catering Facilities | Large Off Street Car 

Parking | Quiet Peaceful Surroundings  

Burial  |  Cremation  |  Pre Paid Funerals   

A Catholic Family serving all areas of the Cairns Diocese 

Locally Owned and Operated by the Heritage Family 

 

BLANKETS FOR MONGOLIA 
Written by Vicki DeBrincat Mini Vinnies Co-ordinator

During term 2, St. John’s, Silkwood Mini Vinnies Team completed 2 projects. Firstly, we were busy making baby blankets to send to 
Mongolia and secondly raising funds for Assist a Student fund.  Our school community including students, staff, parents and friends came 
together to make rugs and donated clothes for the needy new born babies in Mongolia.  The climate in Mongolia is very cold, sometimes 
dropping as low as 58 degrees below zero during the winter months.  We answered a request in our local newspaper from a volunteer 
who was travelling to Mongolia and was able to take all baby blankets and clothing to babies that would otherwise be sent home wrapped 
in newspaper.

On our last day of Term we held a free dress day themed “Aussie Aussie Oh, Oh, Oh” with a gold coin donation.  We were able to raise $75.00 
then our kind Principal, Mr Andrew Maley donated another $70 which gave us a total of $145.00  We have now donated these funds to 
“Assist a Student” Fund to give the students a better future. 

Baby Blankets ready to go
Left to Right Emma Brooks, Vicki DeBrincat, Mitchell Brooker, Christian Babsek, 
Zane Andrijevic, Jack Hogan, Diana O’Brien



90th Anniversary 
Celebrations at St 
Michael’s School 
Gordonvale
On Saturday 27th July, St Michael’s School opened its doors to 
celebrate 90 years of Catholic Education in the community of 
Gordonvale. In 1923, a Catholic School was established by the 
Sisters of Mercy under the patronage of St Alphonsus. On the 5th 
December 1959, the new school was opened and blessed and 
named St Michael’s School. 

Many generations of students have come through St Michael’s 
School and we were blessed to have an inaugural student with us 
on the day, Eva Rawlins. Many other past students attended from a 
number of the decades and stories of how children got to school, 
what they ate for lunch, the games they played and how they 
recorded their lessons, were shared. 

Catholic Education in the community of Gordonvale has a strong 
tradition and those of us today who are a part of the St Michael’s 
School Community carry on a strong and proud tradition. During 
the week, we also celebrated Catholic Education Week and our 
theme was Making a Difference, Inspired by Jesus. Our hope and 
prayer is that all students who have been a part of St Alphonsus and 
St Michael’s are people who make a difference in our world. 

Opening of Stage 4, 5 
and 6 at St Michael’s 
School Gordonvale
On Wednesday 24th July, the school community [pictured] of St 
Michael’s, Gordonvale, celebrated the opening of three stages of 
building work which has taken four years to complete. 

For St Michael’s School Community, this was a very proud 
and momentous occasion as we gathered to mark and signify 
substantial development and improvements of the school facilities. 
We were fortunate to have many invited guests including, Bishop 
James Foley, Hon Member for Kennedy Mr Bob Katter, Mr Kevin 
Malone and Br Paul Hough.

The new facilities were made possible with funding from the State 
and Commonwealth Governments through grants to Queensland 
Catholic Education. As St Michael’s School has grown over the past 
few years from a single stream to a two stream facility, it has been 
important to upgrade the facilities and provide the students with 
the best possible learning environment.

There were 3 components which were Stages 4, 5 and 6. Stage 
4 included 7 new classrooms, 1 multipurpose classroom, a new 
tuckshop, toilets, sports store, cleaners’ store and uniform shop. 
The combined cost of these were $5.37 million with a $5 million 
contribution from government and $365,000 from the school 
community. Our school community is very grateful for the support of 
the State and Commonwealth Governments in making this possible.

One of the important features of the design of our new facilities is 
that the heritage look of our school has been beautifully maintained 
whilst providing the students with modern facilities and resources. 
The facilities are more than just bricks and mortar to us. They are 
certainly impressive and have added value to our plant, they have 
enhanced the ‘life’ of the school. What these facilities have enabled 
by way of teaching and learning is to be celebrated. 
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ST MICHAEL’S GORDONVALE 
RECOGNISES AND CELEBRATES 
THEIR RICH HERITAGE
Written by Lea Martin Principal St Michael’s Parish School
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ST ANTHONY’S 
IS MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE
Written by Katrina Miller Principal St Anthony’s  
Parish School Dimbulah

Students, parents and staff at St Anthony’s Parish School, Dimbulah 
celebrated this year’s Catholic Education Week in style with several 
events being held throughout the week. This year’s theme, ‘Making 
A Difference – Inspired By Jesus’, was central to the celebrations 
with students collecting non-perishable items to donate to St 
Vincent De Paul during the annual whole school mass for Catholic 
Education Week.

Families and parishioners then gathered for a pasta and games 
night with all proceeds from the evening being donated to Rosies in 
Mareeba. Rosies is an organization that aims to provide friendship 
and practical support to some of the most abandoned people in 
society. Volunteers try to build friendships. By spending time with, 
listening to and talking to young people. 

Students presented Rosies with a cheque for $400 which was 
accepted by coordinators, Joe and Ann Serra [pictured]. Ann said 
that they were thrilled with the donation which would be used to 
purchase more chairs and food items.

Students spent all day Thursday preparing food for the 
Grandparent’s (and Parent’s) Morning Tea that was held at the 
school on Friday morning. 

St Anthony’s staff were also recognised during the week with 
three staff members receiving nominations for Spirit of Catholic 
Education Awards and two staff members recognised for over 30 
years service to Catholic Education in the Diocese of Cairns.

The week wrapped up with a prayer service and certificates  
being presented to every child for their generous contributions to 
helping others. 

IN REMEMBRANCE 
AND FAREWELL…
Written by Gail Bromell  
[Pastoral Care Associate Southern Deanery]

On the 2nd of August Pastoral Support Services pastoral care 
staff Lorraine Van Ballegooyen and Gail Bromell held the Annual 
Memorial for deceased residents at Warrina Aged Care facility 
in Innisfail [pictured]. This memorial was well attended with 
residents, relatives and staff, with some staff and relatives taking 
part in the readings and service proceedings. 

This is a yearly memorial that the Diocesan Pastoral Care staffs 
provide for the Aged Care Homes of Warrina and separately at 
Villanova in Innisfail and was well received by both facilities. 

These memorials provide an acknowledgement of residents who 
have died in the past 12 months and for some the last farewell, as 
often staff and residents aren’t able to attend the funeral. Lorraine 
Van Ballegooyen and Kathy Buosi (Pastoral Care Associates) 
provide regular spiritual and emotional support to the residents of 
these two nursing homes, as well as visiting within the community. 
Gail Bromell assisted on the day at Warrina Innisfail and provides 
pastoral care in the southern end of the Diocese between Silkwood 
and Cardwell. 

St Patrick’s Church,  
Yungaburra [pictured] will 
celebrate its Centenary on  
the 26th April 2014.

A history is being compiled and 
information is sought about 
events/gatherings/people 
connected with the church and 
in particular the re-naming of 
the church. 

If you have any stories or information to share please 
contact Elizabeth Hamilton-Shaw on 0437 116 798 or  

email: sugmac@ bigpond.com
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DIOCESAN PERSONNEL SERVICES 
FAREWELLS INTEGRAL MEMBER 
OF PAY OFFICE
Written by Sarina Messina,  
Manager Diocesan Personnel Services 

OUTSIDE SCHOOL  
HOURS CARE  
BREAKFAST RAISES  
FUNDS FOR CANCER  
FOUNDATION
Written by Vicki Crockett  
St Therese’s Outside School Hours Care Administration

St Therese’s Outside School Hours Care held their first ‘OSHC 
Biggest Breakfast’ to raise funds for Cancer Council Queensland. 
Parents, children, parishioners, OSHC and school staff members of 
St Therese’s Catholic Primary School attended the early morning 
breakfast on Thursday 1st of August 7am to 9am. 

The breakfast was supported by local businesses, who kindly 
donated fruit juice drinks and bread. A hot cuppa, sausages, 
homemade biscuits and slices were all on the menu. 

OSHC Service’s Coordinator Terry Rooke said the event was a great 
success, raising over $1243. “We wanted to lend our support to a 
worthy cause while also showing the children how important it is 
to be charitable. We want to demonstrate that collectively, we can 
all work together to make a difference,” Ms Rooke said.

Two hamper baskets, filled to the brim with indulgent biscuits, 
chocolates, coffee, tea and teapots, were also raffled off to raise funds. 

On the 5th of July Peter Elliss [inset] Assistant Manager at Diocesan 
Personnel Services, retired and a farewell morning tea was held on 
8th July and attended by staff from all Diocesan entities. Peter had 
been an integral member of pay office since joining the organisation 
nearly 15 years ago.

Peter means ‘rock’ in Latin and Peter had truly been the rock of Pay 
Office.  His loyalty and dedication to this office and the Diocesan 
Personnel Services team was of the highest order. He supported this 
entity in every possible way, with his input contributing immensely 
to the efficient operations of this department. His vast knowledge 
and experience had been very valuable and Peter played a major 
part in supporting staff of pay office into a close-knit team.   We 
appreciated his care and concern for all the team, as well as his 
sense of humour.

Peter has a strong sense of justice for all.  His caring attitude 
extended to all employees in our organisation and he was 
committed to helping all with their concerns. 

We are very sad that Peter is no longer working with us but happy 
to know that he is enjoying his retirement with his lovely wife 
Deb, son James, and grandson Triton. Whilst Peter is enjoying his 
retirement, we know that he will be very busy with his parish work 
at Holy Cross and his increasing involvement in catholic ministries 
such as Cursillo.  

On behalf of Diocesan Personnel Services we take this opportunity 
to thank Peter for his hard work and dedication to pay office and 
wish him a happy and healthy retirement.

Left to right – Kevin Malone, Maureen Worthy, Sarina Messina,  
Vicki Bell, Peter and Debbie Ellis and Fr Pat McKenna

Back Row: Berni McKean, Regional Fundraising Co-ordinator, Cancer Council 
Queensland, Terry Rooke, St Therese’s OSHC Service Co-ordinator, Natalie 
Cornwell , OSHC Educator, Nicky Strutt, OSHC Educator, Alana Ritter, OSHC 
Educator, Maria Mascarenhas, OSHC Educator, Helen Montgomery, OSHC Educator.
Front Row - kneeling:  Vicki Crockett, OSHC Administration, Hannah Borghero, 
OSHC Educator, Sophie Ryan, OSHC Trainee Student.

Cancer Council Queensland Fundraising Coordinator Berni McKean 
who attended the fundraiser commended St Therese’s OSHC on 
their phenomenal effort.

“It’s wonderful to receive such generous support from St Therese’s 
OSHC,” Ms McKean said. “Every dollar counts as we strive towards 
a cancer free future – something which could not be achieved 
without vital support from businesses like St Therese’s OSHC. “All 
funds raised will support Cancer Council Queensland’s world class 
cancer research, prevention and early detection programs, and 
patient support services.” 
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Written by Barry and Elizabeth Hoare

The Catholic Men for Christ and Catholic Women’s Breakfasts are 
now in their twelfth month. Average attendance during this time 
has been 55 for the women and 40 for the men.

The purpose of these Breakfasts is an evangelistic outreach to 
bring those attending to a closer walk with Jesus through the Guest 
speakers sharing their stories of how God has impacted their lives. 
Many of these speakers have shared stories of family tragedies, 
hardships, and of turning away from God and the Church for a 
season, until being brought back into a loving embrace by God. 
They have encouraged us as listeners to trust in God’s love for 
ourselves and for our families, to never give up on prayer and to 
reach out to others. The Scriptures tell us “How beautiful are the 
feet of those who bring good news.” (Romans 10:13)

These are some comments from those who have attended:

VOICES IN THE CHAPEL 
ST ANDREW’S CHORAL EVENING

I think the male fellowship aspect of it is very good, and I find 
it personally very enriching. I think there needs to be more of 
these communal gatherings. I also gain insight into the spiritual 
journeys of other people, and they are all quite remarkable in 
some way. Because they are highly credible and convincing 
stories, I find that they strengthen my faith life.

I have really been encouraged in my faith life through coming to the Women’s Breakfasts 
and hearing the stories of women who have already walked the walk and continue to do so. 
There’s often not a lot of encouragement in our day to day when it comes to matters of faith 
and to be able to hear the stories of others and how they have persevered through difficult 
circumstances and how God has used them even in what seems like simple things is a real 
encouragement. Being a Mum of three little ones there’s often not a lot of time to yourself, 
or time to be alone with God, and I have been encouraged that “That’s OK, God is there in the 
washing up, the changing nappies and picking up toys” :-) The breakfasts also give a morning 
to just be - without a little one pestering for attention or needing something!

‘GOOD NEWS’  
BREAKFASTS

Mikaela Shay and Donna Furler

Men’s Breakfast

All Saints Chapel with guests at the inaugural Choral Evening

Written by Hannah De Boom, Year 11,  
St Andrew’s Catholic College

St Andrew’s inaugural Choral Evening was an amazing evening 
of music and celebration. Held on Wednesday 24 July as a part of 
Catholic Education Week, the Junior and Middle Years Choirs sang 
with passion and flair to the delight of their peers, parents, friends 
and extended family.

The evening was heartfelt and a delight to watch. I was stunned 
to watch as one student stood to hold the hand of one of the choir 
girls who was performing her first ever vocal solo in public. Rachel 
(Davis) stood to hold the hand of her friend when she saw she was 
struggling. She then sang along in all the right spots and maintained 
eye contact with her friend throughout the performance. An 
amazing gesture of friendship and kindness that highlighted the 
theme of Catholic Education Week, ‘Making a Difference’, it was 
such a small gesture by Rachel that made an enormous difference 
to her friend.

Miss Maureen Cameron (Head of Music) said ‘this was an evening 
amongst the proudest in my life – to stand in the very heart of our 
College, gazing out towards the beautiful mountains and listening 
to our talented students perform was a truly moving experience 
filled with pride and admiration.’

The evening was so successful that I am sure we will see a St 
Andrew’s Choral Evening on our Calendar as an annual event, I 
look forward to 2014!



At each of these sites, pilgrims were invited to pause and pray 
in silence for all who contributed to and benefited from the life 
generated in these places. 

Moreover, pilgrims prayed that God’s grace would evermore 
transform us to be the people God created us to be. After sojourning 
a while in the Cathedral grounds, the pilgrimage culminated with 
the celebration of the Sunday evening Mass at St Monica’s. Walk of 
Faith pilgrims spoke highly of the opportunity to walk amongst and 
pray for our local community. The question asked by many was, 
where will the Walk of Faith lead us in 2014?

We are most thankful to the Bishops of Australia who initiated the 
Year of Grace. An online survey, “Harvesting the Fruits of the Year 
of Grace” was conducted nationally. Over 800 responses are being 
carefully and meticulously collated by the National Year of Grace 
Project Team.

This sample of comments from respondents illustrates how the 
Spirit has stirred individuals:
• “Putting Jesus first in all things.”
• “Go back to the basics. Go back to simplicity. Teach more 

clearly as Jesus taught. Follow Pope Francis’ modelling  
of simplicity, humility, authenticity.”

• “Reaching out with compassion especially to the poor  
and the marginalised.”

• “Establishing effective relationships.” 
• “Foster a listening Church”
• “The Royal Commission as ‘severe’ grace at work in  

our Church.”
• “Witness and strength of the laity within the Church  

and society.”
Once responses are analysed, the Year of Grace National Planning 
Team will prepare a report for the Australian Bishops. We look 
forward to the Year of Grace Report. Here in the Cairns Diocese, 
this report will guide the way we build on the fruits harvested from 
the Year of Grace; the Spirit’s ongoing promptings and nurturing of 
growth in our families, parishes and schools, as well as the broader 
community of Cairns.

With such Grace filled empowerment, what will we see develop in 
our Church?:
• What renewed forms of leadership and governance  

will we witness?
• How will the teachings of Vatican II be further brought to life?
• What new and renewed experiences of formation will emerge 

in our parishes and schools?

WALK OF FAITH

The Diocese of Cairns Year of Grace Committee organized a Walk of 
Faith on Sunday 8th September 2013. In essence, the Walk of Faith 
was a pilgrimage where we reflected, prayed and encountered our 
God at work in our Cairns community. A pilgrimage is an active 
prayer where we journey to particular places as a sign that our 
Christian life is precisely that, a journey – walking in faith with the 
help of Christ and his Church. As every pilgrim knows, the most 
important journey is the interior one.
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For a stress free bookkeeping experience 

 
Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly Services 

General Bookkeeping, Payroll 
Invoicing and Bill payments 

Financial Reporting 
BAS, IAS and GST reporting 

Call Kristina : 0429 291 166 
Email: kristina@pkbookkeeping.com 

www.pkbookkeeping.com 
 

 
 

No job too big or small 

Phil : 0418 182 252 
Osborne Construction Solutions 
PO Box 464 Bungalow Qld 4870  

www.osborneconstructions.com 
Email: phil@osborneconstructions.com 
ABN: 58 151 699 704 BSA Licence: 1209195 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Specialising In.... 
Project Management 
Shop & Office Fit Outs 
Retail Refurbishments 
Commercial Construction 
Ceilings & Partitions 
Home Renovations  
Design & Construction  

HARVESTING THE FRUITS  
FROM THE “YEAR OF GRACE.”
Written by Hugh O’Brien [Year of Grace Committee]

Bishop Michael Putney of Townsville commented:

“Many wonderful things have happened during the Year of 
Grace and will continue to happen.

Watch out Australia, here comes the Catholic Church again!”

As part of this pilgrimage, 
participants had the opportunity 
to visit sixteen significant sites 
in our community: schools; 
hospitals and aged care facilities; 
places of tourism, commerce 
and governance; and more. 

www.pkbookkeeping.com
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ALSO DEALERS FOR: 
SUZUKI & KAWASAKI MOTORCYCLES

EMAIL
allwheeldrive@bigpond.com

 www.chanosawdcentre.com.au

 ATHERTON                        
4030 5400 

CNR VERNON & LOUISE STS.             
 

MAREEBA
4092 1800 

BYRNES ST.

	      

Chano Trentin’s
ALL WHEEL DRIVE CENTRE PTY LTD

ABN  14 010 468 694

“BLOOMING WHERE 
WE ARE PLANTED”
Written by Peter Buckley

St Francis Xavier Parish is blessed indeed to have so many parishioners 
willing to share their time and talents to promote the building-up of 
our parish community and furthering the work and mission of the 
Church in our part of the Kingdom.  They help us to “bloom where we 
are planted” in our communal and personal responses to God’s call 
to proclaim the Gospel by our lives. Some such responses to God’s 
call are evidenced by various parish ministries large and small, seen 
and unseen, in which we serve God and one another. Space prevents 
acknowledging all adequately, so subsequent articles will attempt to 
recognise other parish ministries. 

In this article, the ministries of music and serving at the Eucharistic 
liturgy are highlighted. “Whoever sings once, prays twice” is a quote 
ascribed to St Augustine. Our Parish liturgies encourage us to do just 
this, as we are led so wonderfully well by the instrumental and vocal 
talents of Grace Donnelly, Margaret Bolger, Cathy Hassall, Marie Bray 
and Walter Barr. Their dedication and talents enrich and enhance 
our liturgical participation, and they are joined by other parishioners 
for the major liturgies such as Holy Week, Easter and Christmas. We 
thank them most sincerely for their continuing ministry.

Also ministering to us are those who assist our Presider at the 
Eucharistic liturgy and during various ceremonies throughout the 
seasons of the church’s year. Currently serving reverently in those 
roles are Ruby Borzi, Rebecca Wex, Angela Chittakkara, Alwin 
Musumeci, Joseph Musumeci and Tom Cowley. 

Cathy Hassall, Walter Barr, Margaret Bolger, Grace Donnelly and 
Jordan who can’t wait to share his talents.

We thank them for their service and commitment to this  
important ministry.

The eagerly-anticipated draw of our Xavier Centre fund-raising 
“Win a Tinnie” boat raffle was conducted on Sunday, August 18. 
Father Frank Gordon drew out the winning ticket which was bought 
by Luke Daniels of Bentley Park, and our thanks go to all those who 
worked so hard to make this venture such a huge success. Our 
thanks go also to the businesses and parishioners who generously 
donated $5300 towards the project, and to all who supported this 
latest Xavier Parish Centre fundraiser which has put our goal of 
$14, 200 closer to its target.  

IMPORTANT 2014 DATE CLAIMERS
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish and School 

Saturday 24th May:  
Jubilee Mass & Supper- Historical Display 

Sunday 25th May: 
Jubilee Mass & Morning Tea - Historical Display 

We invite all parishioners, ex school students and 
families to mark these dates on your calendar for 

these special events. Other events will be scheduled 
throughout the Jubilee year. We are also calling for 

any memorabilia that you may have of OLHOC school 
or parish from the past 50 yrs. If you have historical 

items/photos that you would like to offer for the 
display please contact Janelle Catalano on 0407 392 
882; 4039 2888 or email: jcatalano@bigpond.com 

For general enquires please contact OLHOC 
parish office on 40541171 or  

email: earlvilleparish@bigpond.com or  
OLHOC school on 40542566 or  

email: secretary.earlville@cns.catholic.edu.au 
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ST THERESA’S MODERN HISTORY
Ronan O’Mahony Assistant Principal, Religious Education St Theresa’s Edmonton

RECENT VISITORS 
TO CITY OF CAIRNS 
CATENIANS MEETING
Written by Peter Cash

From left; Catenian Brothers Peter, Joe, Simon, Father Neil Muir, Brother Tony, 
Andrew McKenzie [Catholic Education], Brother Gary, Br Paul Hough [Catholic 
Education], & Catenian Brothers Mike, Matthew, Michael

Guests at a recent meeting were; Br Paul Hough, Executive Director 
and Andrew McKenzie, Business Manager for Catholic Education 
Services and Father Neil Muir the City of Cairns Circle Chaplain.

Both Br Paul and Andrew McKenzie gave a fascinating talk about 
the future projects that the Cairns Catholic Education Services 
were formulating at the moment. President Joe Vella thanked Br 
Paul and Andrew for visiting the Circle, and putting forward their 
educational projects and enabling all our catholic students to be 
educated to the highest standards.

St Therese’s School has advanced considerably since its relocation 
to its current site in 1995.  The decision to re-locate the total Parish 
Complex was taken because of increasing enrolments, noise, traffic 
pollution and difficulty to access the site on an increasingly busy 
Bruce Highway and the overall growth of the Catchment Area. The 
procurement of the 8 hectare site, made possible by friends of the 
parish, gave the school the necessary room it required to breathe, 
to grow and to develop an enriched culture in its own space.

Since its relocation to the present site in 1995, there have been 
eight stages of building development that have built upon and 
shaped the school to what we now presently see and have.  This 
has been in direct response to increasing enrolments that have 
seen the school grow from approximately 260 in 1995 at its point 
of relocation to its present 710.

Stage I of the new school, when it opened, catered for 210 pupils 
(Grades 1 to 7) and 50 Pre-School children, with an additional four 
classrooms opened as part of Stage II at the end of 1995. 

Since then, not only has the school grown with additional 
classroom blocks, resource centre and administration buildings, 
but the Parish has also been reinvigorated with a new Presbytery 
and Church built in 1999 and 2000, respectively. Most recently, 
through various rounds of funding provided under the Block Grant 
Authority and the Building the Education Revolution Scheme, our 
school was enabled to develop facilities much needed to meet 
the educational needs of our young people and cater for the four 
streams that we are currently moving towards.  

This ongoing development has been made possible by the 
continuing generosity of a deeply committed parish family, and 
the support, energy, effort and hard work of a great number of 
people who have journeyed with the school over the past couple 
of decades as the school has continued to grow, take shape and 
implement facilities of which we can all be justifiably proud.
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SAINTS “SUNS” SET 
SIGHTS SKY HIGH
Written by Caroline Cienciala Team Manager

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
CELEBRATED AT ST MICHAEL’S 
PARISH GORDONVALE
Written by Hugh O’Brien [Sacramental Program Member]

St Augustine’s U/14 AFL Champions

St Augustine’s College Gold Coast Suns AFL squad of 22 under 14 
boys headed down to Metricon Stadium on Tuesday 30th July to 
play off for the state title in the Gold Coast Suns Cup. Leading up to 
the day, the Saints boys had won the Cairns regional title in May and 
booked their place to play the winning team from the Townsville 
region. They drove down to Townsville in June to play St Anthony’s 
for the right to represent the North Queensland region down on 
the Gold Coast. 

After the early morning flight down to Brisbane and the bus ride 
to the Gold Coast, the boys faced St Brendan’s College, Yepoon in 
the first match of the day which proved to be a tough match and 
fiercely contested with Saints running out victors, 9.10 (64) to 1. 
2 (8). After this convincing win, the boys advanced straight to the 
Grand Final, and the thrill of running on to the main arena, home of 
the Gold Coast Suns in front of several Suns players. This match saw 
the boys come up against Aquinas College from the Gold Coast. The 
boys ran away with the match and the title in the fourth quarter 
with a final score 9.9 (63) to 5.5 (35). 

The boys were presented with the Gold Coast Suns Cup and a 
jersey signed by the Suns players and will now compete against the 
winning school from the Brisbane Lions Cup competition for the 
chance to play in the Nationals in Sydney in September. 

32 children were confirmed on the 16th July by Father Frank Gordon at St. 
Michaels Church. It was a wonderful and most happy occasion. Many thanks to 
Lyndal Rick, Ann Gilpatrick and Hugh O’Brien for preparing the children and 
organising the evening. 

“Let the children come to me and do not hinder them. It is to just 
such as these that the Kingdom of God belongs. Then he embraced 
them and blessed them.” (Mark 10:14-16)

St Michael’s Church, Gordonvale was “packed to the rafters” with 
a record thirty-two children from the Catholic and State Schools 
receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation on 16 July 2013. Families 
and friends joined together to support the young candidates as 
they received the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The St Michael’s community is very appreciative that Father 
Frank Gordon could stand in for Bishop James who was very ill 
with the local flu. One of the parents at the celebration summed 
up the evening with these words, ‘There was great solemnity and 
graciousness in the Church.” The words of the sacrament were 
robustly echoed thirty- two times throughout the church. “Be 
sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit. Peace Be With You.”

These thirty-two children now progress onto the First Holy 
Communion program where they will receive the Body and Blood of 
Christ on Sunday 8 September, 2013. The Mass will be followed by 
a celebration to mark this significant occasion in the parish. There 
has been much discussion in the Gordonvale Parish concerning the 
programs and celebration of Sacraments of Initiation; Baptism, 
Confirmation, Reconciliation and Eucharist. The search centres on 
finding the best program for all ages to learn about the sacraments.

We pray that the Holy Spirit strengthens our Children.
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EKKA–HOW–NOW–WOW
Written by Sr Marie Masterson rsm 

Over the first weekend in July the Diocese of Cairns was treated to 
a rare insight into the history and ongoing contribution made by 
Religious throughout Queensland with the EKKA event recognising 
Catholic Religious Australia / Queensland. Over a two month 
period the display moved throughout Queensland, visiting over 
twenty-five centres including Cairns and Innisfail.

At St Monica’s College, Cairns, Catherine McAuley Centre was 
transformed for the weekend into pods of 10 TV hubs displaying 
many aspects of Ministries, past and present, which have been 
the life-work of so many women and men.  Photographic and 
interactive displays caught people’s attention as they found photos 
of familiar faces of past and present Religious friends. 

This event demonstrated and celebrated that members of religious 
congregations are alive and well and making an ongoing significant 
contribution to God’s Mission in today’s world and into the future.

EARLVILLE  
PARISH HAS  
“HEAVENLY BODS”
Written by Alison Dunn [OHLC Parish Secretary]

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish at Earlville is building strong 
bones and healthy minds and bodies with their “Heavenly Bods” 
exercise class. Every week they offer women’s exercise classes to 
improve their physical well being. The instructor, Bernadette, who 
is trained in the “Steady-Steps” program, puts the ladies through 
their paces. The classes consist of aerobic, strength and flexibility 
exercises designed to keep the ladies on their toes. They use 
weights, bands and other equipment to facilitate the exercises. All 
fitness levels are catered for and Bernadette shows the ladies how 
to do the exercises correctly.

Long time parishioner Mrs Val Cooper is one of the ladies who have 
attended the exercise classes since its inception more than 8 years 
ago. In fact, it was Val’s idea to offer the classes to the ladies of the 
parish. “We started off small and bought a few pieces of equipment 
ourselves. Then we applied for an “Active Ageing Grant” to purchase 
more equipment and it grew from there.” says Val. “We decided we 
should have a name for our group and decided that we would be 
“Heavenly Bods” – a bit of wishful thinking anyway” laughs Val.

The class became so popular that they now offer three classes per 
week. The classes are held on Tuesday and Thursday mornings 
at 9am and there is also a Monday evening class at 5.30pm for 
women who can’t attend during the day. There is a small fee for 
the class which is held in the air-conditioned Parish Centre. The 
classes are aimed at women in the 50+ age group who are keen to 
maintain strong bones and muscles as they get older. Many of the 
participants are in their 70’s and 80’s – age is no barrier to physical 
fitness. In fact many studies recommend physical exercise as a way 
to prevent many diseases associated with advancing age, including 
Alzheimer’s, Osteoporosis, and Depression. 

Of course, it’s not all about hard work – each class finishes with 
gentle stretching and then the best part – a cuppa and a chat 
afterwards. It’s a great social event for many of the ladies. The 
classes run all year round, with a short break at Christmas/New 
Year. Women from other parishes are also welcome to attend. For 
more information please contact Alison at the parish office on 
40541171.

Left to right Sr Irene Masterson rsm (Cooktown Pastoral Leader)  
Joe Bliss, Maureen Waldby watching a video highlighting religious life 
and ministry today

Exercise instructor Bernadette with some of the “Heavenly Bods”



ST MARY’S YEAR 10 RETREAT 
Written by Pia Cannon, Year 10 St Mary’s Catholic College Woree
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THE FACE OF CHRIST; FACES WE KNOW
Written by Luke Reed, Senior Education Officer Faith & RE Team

A retreat is a gift within itself - the chance to get away from the 
stress of everyday life and when combined with friends and fun 
activities, it’s bound to be a hit. The Year Ten students of St. Mary’s 
Catholic College were fortunate enough to experience this and so 
much more. 

In July, Genazzano Retreat Centre was flooded with students ready 
to take part in their very first school retreat. The days spent away 
saw a great strengthening of relationships between people who 
were already good friends and provided the opportunity for us to 
make new friends. There were many group activities which allowed 
students to discover a deeper understanding of themselves and 
how they fit into the world. These included ‘Me and the masks I 
wear’ and ‘Can you see the real me?’ 

There were also challenges to face about what we value most and 
how our relationships and faith fit into our lives. 

These sessions were real ‘eye-openers’ and helped students to 
further understand how we fit in as a cohort and how we will 
continue on next year as seniors. 

Outside of these sessions a lot more fun was had with games of 
volleyball and footy during meal breaks and a movie night. The 
Retreat ended really well with a reconciliation session and a 
liturgy. Just before each person left, they were handed a container 
of flower seeds and an envelope of affirmations which had been 
accumulated just for them – from other people in the group - over 
the course of the retreat. 

Everything was very well planned and with the theme of ‘Who Am 
I?’ being just that little more defined by all the students. Overall, 
everyone greatly enjoyed the Retreat and a lot of positive feedback 
was given. ‘It was lots of fun and has given me many new memories 
to cherish’, Sheridan Ireland said.

All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it. 
[1Cor 12:27]; and, Christ is the head of the body, the church; [Col 
1:18a]. 

It is in this spirit that the 2013 Catholic Education Week Mosaic Icon 
was developed.  Over 10,000 individual photos of students, clergy 
and staff from across the Diocese’s 26 schools are formed into a 
mosaic image of the Christ Icon from Turkey’s Hagia Sophia.  Along 
with parishioners, school families, and Diocesan ministers, we form 
the Body of Christ in this time and place; we are its members and 
Christ is our head.  Ours is truly an incarnational spirituality.  God 
is at work through us when we work together in the Spirit of Christ.  

The Icon can be viewed in the reception area of Catholic Education 
Services 1st Floor – Catholic Services Building cnr Minnie & Lake 
Sts Cairns. 

Inspired by Jesus, let’s continue  
to make a difference!



ST THERESE’S 
REACHES OUT
Written by Ronan O’Mahony | Assistant Principal, Religious 
Education St Therese’s School
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RESPITE CENTRE 
OFFERS CARERS A 
BREAK FOR YOU & 
YOUR LOVED ONE
Written by Gudelia Mato, Team Leader,  
Centacare Marlin Coast Respite 

Caring for someone with high needs can be pretty tough on a carer. 
When you love someone, looking after them is a very important 
part of your life, however, sometimes you just need to have a break 
so that you can stay strong and happy and continue to care. 

At Centacare Marlin Coast Respite at 39 Oak Street, Holloways 
Beach, we can help you by offering respite to the person for whom 
you are caring. People who are elderly and frail can come to the 
centre for up to four days a week, Mondays to Thursdays and 
people with intellectual and physical disabilities who are under 65 
years old are welcome on Fridays. 

We offer different kinds of activities to suit each group. For example, 
on Mondays-Thursdays we organize informational and educational 
sessions with videos or a qualified person discussing different 
matters of their interest. We also do sessions of physical exercises 
like walking in the garden, chairobics (aerobics in your chair), ball 
games and bowling. Some of the most favourite sessions include 
outings to the local club for lunch, aromatherapy and massage, 
bingo, word games, trivial pursuit and debates about different 
subjects. Other choices include reading a book or simply resting in 
the quiet room.

On Fridays, we organize motor-coordinated activities to help 
people with their daily involvement in life routines. Together, we do 
craft, hand painting, puzzles, watch videos - mainly musicals, listen 
to music, play electronic games, bowling, other ball games and 
have a BBQ lunch. We offer a comfortable homelike environment, 
suitable to individual needs and preferences.

All our staff members are qualified for the jobs they are performing 
and their relationship with clients and other staff members is 
always based on mutual respect and consideration. A bus pick-up 
service is available between Ellis Beach and Aeroglen areas with an 
experienced bus-driver and a carer onboard. We aim to keep up the 
good quality of service we have been offering so far to help people 
stay in their own homes home longer, thus avoiding inappropriate 
and premature residential care.

We charge a moderate fee to contribute to the daily running 
cost of the Centre. The service is predominantly funded by the 
Commonwealth HACC Program with the Department of Health and 
Ageing Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disabilities. If 
you would like more information please contact Gudelia or Donna 
at the centre on 4055 0890.

Aged Care Group being pampered

Class 6s

On sale at the  
Cathedral Bookshop  
183 Abbott St Cairns  
for the price of $20

Helping members of the local community who are homeless was on 
the minds of students of St Therese’s Catholic School, Bentley Park, 
during Catholic Education Week. Students embraced the theme of 
this week, ‘Making a Difference – Inspired by Jesus’, with a simple 
Act of Kindness. Donations from the school community of toiletry 
items created bags of basics to be distributed in conjunction with 
Rosies. 

Rosies is a not-for profit organization that seeks to foster people’s 
self worth and dignity; to reach out to people where they are 
at, accepting them as they are and welcoming them into our 
community; to stand in solidarity with and offer hope to those 
who experience isolation, loneliness and alienation; and to model 
a more just, Christian, and humane society.

With class 6S taking on the role of coordinating and promoting 
this appeal, contributions exceeded all expectations. One child 
in the early years even brought in his own half-used toothpaste 
to donate, without his parents knowing! It was wonderful to see 
so many embracing the idea that giving what to many of us may 
view as trivial can mean so much to those who have so very little. 
Once sorted into individual zip-locked bags, over 100 packages 
were then handed out over a number of nights with St. Therese’s 
staff joining Rosies at their regular distribution point. Recipients 
of these were incredibly grateful for the items and were openly 
appreciative of the support given by our school community. 

A huge THANK YOU to parents, students and staff for the generous 
contribution made in enabling this project to be so successful. 
Thank you also to Grant Shipton and the students of 6S for their 
genuine commitment to this initiative.
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HOME MISSION FUND 
ANNUAL REPORT 2012
The diocese of Cairns has twenty-four parishes, of which twenty-one 
are financially viable. The funds raised by Catholic Mission through 
the Propagation of Faith Appeal raised $56,000 which contributed 
towards stipends, vehicle and travelling expenses of priests and 
religious who provide pastoral care to the remote ATSI communities 
of Thursday Island, Cooktown/Weipa and the Gulf Savannah.

Over the past year the Diocese has continued to provide services 
to many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in remote areas 
within the Cairns Diocese. They are particularly excited about 
the established Coen Indigenous Connections program which 
commenced in February 2011 that Catholic Mission also funded 
as an additional amount. The aim of the program is to connect 
with as many of the 3500 Indigenous Catholics in the Diocese as 
possible, and encourage their involvement in the life of the church. 
Last year Fr Robert Greenup and Deacon Ralph Madigan visited 
nine Indigenous communities on a number of occasions. In Coen, 
fifteen children were baptised, two confirmations were held, four 
first communions, and three funerals were conducted with the 
assistance of Sr Irene Harrison and Sr Irene Masterson. 

Five students from St Stephen’s Catholic College spent a week in 
Coen for an ‘immersion experience’ during their June holidays. 
Apart from Coen, The Aboriginal and Islander Catholic Council 
(AICC) and an outreach to Indigenous Youth program have also 
been established in Mareeba. 

The parish of Thursday Island is located near the top of Cape York 
in the Torres Strait Islands, and is the base from where the local 
parish priest looks after the communities of Thursday Island, Horn 
Island, Hammond Island, and the mainland community of Bamaga. 

The Diocese’s Prison Ministry has had two Pastoral workers 
visiting Lotus Glen Correctional Centre between Mareeba and 
Atherton twice per week plus a prison chaplaincy meeting once 
a month and a liturgy once a week. The percentage of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander inmates at the prison is approximately 
75% of the total population, and with the prison nearly doubling in 
size this year from 500 to 900 inmates they plan to increase their 
visitations to 3 times per week. 

St Patrick’s Church, 
Georgetown

Cnr Shields & Grafton Streets, Cairns, QLD, 4870

www.macdonnells.com.au

Proudly Serving
Queensland
Since 1884

WE PROVIDE EXPERT LEGAL ADVICE, QUEENSLAND-WIDE IN:
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Contact Our Local Team: 
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Susan Thomson and Melinda Foley
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