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AUSTRALIAN BISHOPS GRAVELY
CONCERNED ABOUT CRISIS IN IRAQ
MEDIA RELEASE  |  27 September 2014 
(Aoife Connors, Acting Communications Director Australian Catholic Bishops Conference)

Australia’s Catholic bishops have expressed 
grave concern at the humanitarian crisis 
that is continuing to worsen in Northern 
Iraq. The Australian bishops condemn 
outright the use of terrorism in the name 
of religion.

Tens of thousands of Christians have 
been forced to flee Mosul, Qaraqosh 
and other areas of Northern Iraq, with 

demands by Islamic State fighters that they convert to Islam or 
die. The Yazidis, other Muslim, religious and ethnic minorities 
in Iraq, have also been forced to flee from forces of the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS).

Evil is a word often overused, but in recent weeks we have seen 
and heard reports of actions that are truly evil. ISIS is beheading 
and crucifying people and driving communities from their 
homelands. The Iraqi government has proven incapable of 
defending its own citizens from these brutal attacks.

When faced with such horror, our hearts go out to those people 
who are being persecuted and who are suffering because of 
their beliefs.
We stand with our fellow Catholics from the Middle East in 
Australia in protesting these outrages and in calling on the 
international community to secure the safety of the people of 
Northern Iraq from religious cleansing.

We support and thank the Australian Government for its 
decision to offer humanitarian relief to the tens of thousands of 
displaced people. Australia has an important role to play as a 
member of the United Nations Security Council in securing the 
future of the people of Iraq.

In solidarity we remember the Iraqi people suffering right now 
as well as those who have already died for their faith. We ask 
that Catholic parishioners throughout Australia pray for the 
Iraqi people this weekend, giving thanks for their great faith 
and asking God to protect and watch over them.

The best outcome for the Christians and Yazidis of Iraq is peace 
and security, so they can return to their homes. But if this is not 
possible, the Australian Government should agree to offer a 
safe haven to many of these displaced people so they can try 
to rebuild their shattered lives.

“Iraq’s Christians, a double Catastrophe” writes Patriarch Louis 
Raphael Sako President of the Assembly of the Catholic Bishops in 
Iraq in his media advice of 24th of August. “It has become obvious 
that Iraqi Christians along with other minorities have received a fatal 

blow at the core of their lives and their existence whether through 
displacing more than a hundred thousand Christians by force, or 
looting their possessions, money, and documents, or occupying their 
houses for just being Christian! I visited the camps of the displaced 
persons in the provinces of Erbil and Dohok and what I saw and what 
I heard is beyond any imagination!”

Since the 6th August until now there is not yet an immediate concrete 
solution for the crisis we are facing. On the other hand the flow of 
funds, arms and fighters continues to the Islamic State. Despite the 
fact that we are living an organized campaign of elimination from 
Iraq, the world conscience is not fully awake to the gravity of the 
situation. Now, the second phase of the calamity has already began, 
which is the migration of these families to the different parts of the 
world, thus dissolving the history, heritage, and identity of these 
people into void.

“The Church: Certainly we are proud of the faith of our sons and 
daughters and their steadfastness and courage in the face of this 
calamity for the sake of their belief. We invite them to live this crisis 
in a real communion with all the people around them without any 
distinction. What we need is not exhausting statements but real 
communion with others which we experienced during the visit of 
the delegation of French bishop’s conference, Personal Envoy of Pope 
Francis and Patriarchs. This crisis is empowering us for a spiritual, 
moral and material reconstruction of our communities. God has his 
own plan for our presence in this land and invites us to carry the 
message of love, brotherhood, dignity, and harmonious co-existence.”

Further to his previous advice, Louis Raphael Sako writes on the 4th 
of September  “After a month of their displacement, the Christian’s 
in Iraq are going extinct”  A whole month passed after the plight 
of Iraqi Christians and Yezidis and other minorities, as if it was 
meant to be. The curtains have been drawn on the painful events, 
and 120.000 Christians are uprooted from their historical homeland 
because the Political Islam does not want them there, and the world 
is silent, standing still, either because it approves or because it is 
incapable of acting. This encourages ISIS (which has nothing to do 
with the ancient Egyptian goddess of nature and fertility ISIS) to 
move forward with its ferocious war against culture and diversity 
and threatening the intellectual and social security. The suffering 
of the displaced Christians and other minorities is mounting: their 
needs are escalating and their fears of an unknown future of their 
shocked children, seized towns, and looted houses keep them 
sleepless! These people were living in their hometowns in prosperity, 
pride and dignity; in the blink of an eye, they were ousted from their 
homes, terrified and fleeing on foot in search of a shelter. It is a scene 
that takes us back to the dark centuries of the past although it has 
become a horrific reality of our present civilization!

A few days ago we saw the 13 year old girl on Ishtar satellite channel, 
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Written by Deacon Nathan McKay

DISCERNING THE CALL TO PRIESTHOOD
A note from Deacon Nathan McKay

screaming: “I want to go back to my own town, Qaraqosh. I am tired of this life here; I would rather die for it rather than living here in 
humiliation”. It’s a loud call to the conscience of the world!

We should not give up in raising our voice against the extremists and work to create a new mentality of living together Shiites, Sunnites, 
Arabs, Kurds, Turkmens, Christians and yezidis in peace and harmony To guarantee a better coexistence it is imperative to create a civil 
society which respects every religion and does not politicize religions for its own benefits. 
(Editorial adaptation from supporting media advices given by Patriarch Louis Raphael Sako President of the Assembly of the Catholic 
Bishops in Iraq.)

My ordination to Diaconate with the intention of being ordained 
as a priest in the future is what I had to clearly express before my 
Diaconate ordination which occurred in Rome on 18th June 
2014. In making this expression, you are even more aware of the 
responsibility that is to follow. There is a sense of awe, peace and 
certainty (in my calling) that I felt. Since an early age I’ve always 
been very grateful for all the wonderful experiences that God has 
placed before me.  In Rome, this is also the case.   
    
I still remember the first week and year in the seminary. We were 
informed that the seminary is a place of discernment and that if 
people choose to leave, they are not a failure. They have successfully 
discerned a priestly vocation and realised that it’s not for them; and 
that’s ok. In saying this, I’ve always felt that I’m in the right place. 
Although seminary life has its challenges; there is a real value in 
the training, as you focus on the four areas of priestly formation 
(human, spiritual, intellectual, and pastoral).    

Prior to our ordination, we went on a silent retreat in Bagnoregio 
(Italy), and the peace and tranquillity that I experienced when 
reflecting on the upcoming Deaconate ordination, was amazing.  I 
was pleased that my mum was there for my Diaconate ordination 
and there are many lovely aspects of the ceremony that I remember. 
For example: making the promise of obedience [pictured]; laying 
prostrate on the floor (and hearing the Litany of Saints); and 
Cardinal James Harvey laying his hands on my head. In this process 
I was ordained a Deacon for the Diocese of Cairns.

Since 2011, I’ve completed 
two pastoral placements in 
the United Kingdom and 
currently at St Therese’s parish 
in Edmonton with Fr John 
McGrath. In all my placements, 
I’ve been blessed to have 
experienced priests to learn 
from. I thoroughly enjoy the 
parish setting and look forward 
to the day that I’m ordained 
a priest for the Diocese of 
Cairns. Please do keep me in 
your prayers, as I continue my 
studies towards priesthood.

Education of Clergy Appeal

Envelopes will be distributed to all parishes across the Diocese.

Please enclose your donation and return it to the second 
collection at any Mass.

Thank you for your faith, prayers and your generosity.

Diocese of Cairns
SECOND 

COLLECTION
15th-16th
November

DIOCESE OF 
CAIRNS

“You can help prepare the next generation of clergy”

Deacon Nathan McKay reading the 
Gospel at St Therese’s Edmonton
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Name in Full:    Thomas Joseph Mullins
Date of Birth:    14 October 1930
Seminaries Attended:   Pius XII Seminary, Banyo
Date and Place of Ordination:  Tully: 28 June 1963

First and Subsequent Appointments and Duration of Each:
Bishop’s House, Cairns:  1964 – 1970
Relieving priest:   1970 – 1974
Edmonton:   1975 – 1981
Thursday Island:  1981 – 1993
Silkwood:  1993 – 2003
Thursday Island:  2003 – 2009
Retired:    2009 
Chaplain to Coral Sea Gardens and Holy Spirit Bethlehem Home

This stark and clinical ‘Personal Particulars of Diocesan Priests’ 
document in no way adequately reflects the life and ministry of Fr 
Thomas Joseph Mullins, most commonly and affectionately known 
as Fr Tom or simply Tom.

“Tom Mullins was born on the 13th October 1930. As a young boy Tom 
and his brother Mick would walk the railway bridge beside the family 
home across the Tully River to catch the bus at Lower Tully to attend 
the St Clare’s Convent school. After completing his schooling Tom’s first 
job was with the Commonwealth Bank in Mackay. He later returned 
to Tully to work on the Euramo farm with his father and brother Mick. 
Tom was a handsome young man who had many admirers but his 
calling early on in life was definitely to the Church. So when in the late 
1950’s Tom announced he was joining the seminary it really didn’t take 
anyone by surprise. Tom Mullins became Fr Thomas Mullins in St 
Clare’s Church Tully where he was ordained in 1963.

In 1981 Fr Tom moved to TI. He fell in love with the Islands and its 
people. He was very proud of his Church overlooking the island and 
did not miss the busyness of Cairns. In 1993 Fr Tom came here to 
Silkwood as parish priest. He was happy to return closer to home and 
back to a farming community similar to where he grew up.

PRIEST IN PROFILE:
Father Thomas Mullins RIP 16th of June 2014
Written by editorial staff including commentaries from family members Eulogies

A vacancy on Thursday Island again beckoned “He loved the place 
so much that when he was asked to return in 2003 he relished the 
opportunity.” “If I was asked to describe Fr Tom in a few words I would 
say he was a family man, he was humble, prayerful, a true servant 
leader.  Fr Tom was in every sense of the word a gentle man. He spoke 
gently, he moved amongst his community gently and he went about 
God’s work gently.”

Bishop James Foley in his Funeral Homily summed up everyone’s 
thoughts in saying “Finally, there would be no dispute that Tom 
Mullins has been a fine priest, a very decent man and without 
exaggeration a profoundly saintly person.  We commend Tom to the 
Lord whom he served so faithfully and in whose presence he lived and 
longed.  May he rest in peace.” 

Fr Tom outside the Hammond Island Church

• DATE CLAIMER •
Church of the Holy Rosary Mt Garnet

75th Anniversary Celebrations 

Parishioners and interested people are cordially invited to 
join the celebrations to commemorate 75 years since the 
Church of the Holy Rosary [Mt Garnet] was shifted from 

Mungana & dedicated by Bishop Heavey on 1st October, 
1939.

Celebrations begin with Mass at 11.00am on Saturday, 
25th October (celebrated by Bishop James Foley & 

attending priests.)

This will be followed by a light lunch in the Mt Garnet 
Shire Hall 

For RSVP’s and any enquiries contact 
Heather Payne 4097 9290
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THE CONGREGATION OF THE HANDMAIDS 
OF OUR LORD IN THE DIOCESE OF CAIRNS

In February 1974, three members of the Handmaids of Our 
Lord Congregation arrived in Cairns to begin working for the 
Diocese of Cairns.  At the request of the Congregational Leader, 
Mother Genevieve Coussard de Massignac, Bishop John Torpie 
accepted into the diocese, a community of Handmaids made up 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.  The founding members 
were Sr. Dorothy Fuller (from Kununurra, WA) Sr. Mary Garnier 
and Sr Theodora Canuto Palancio, both from Thursday Island.  
The sisters were appointed to work in Edmonton.  Over the years, 
our Papuan New Guinean Sisters have also worked in the diocese.

“Who are the Handmaids of Our Lord?”  The Congregation 
was founded in Papua New Guinea by Archbishop Alain Marie 
Guynot de Boismenu, a Missionary of the Sacred Heart (MSC). 
In March 1883 Pope Leo XIII requested The Missionaries of the 
Sacred Heart, a young order, establish a mission in New Guinea.  
Thursday Is was chosen as a stopover for sick missionaries and 
as a link between Australia and New Guinea.  Young Fr. Alain de 
Boismenu arrived on Thursday Island in January 1898 and served 
there until 1906 before going on to New Guinea to work.  

Fr. Alain was consecrated a Bishop when he was 29 years old. 
According to his vision for the growth of the Church in New 
Guinea, the clergy and religious must come from the people of the 
country.  When some girls from St. Patrick’s School Yule Island, 
asked to be Sisters, he decided to found a Congregation in Papua, 
and called it “Handmaids of Our Lord”.  One of the members of the 
founding group Sr Theodora was from Thursday Island.  In 1918 
six young women, including Sr Theodora, began their training and 
later five more Thursday Islanders and Hammond Islanders joined 
the order.  The sister’s mission was to work for ALL the people in 
the diocese, and that is what the Handmaids have tried to do in 
their forty years of service.

Written by Sr Mary [Marietta] Garnier AD

Back Row  Sr.Theresina   Sr. Dorothy    Front Row  Sr. Clare  Sr. Barbara

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

For a stress free bookkeeping experience 

 
Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly Services 

General Bookkeeping, Payroll 
Invoicing and Bill payments 

Financial Reporting 
BAS, IAS and GST reporting 

Call Kristina : 0429 291 166 
Email: kristina@pkbookkeeping.com 

www.pkbookkeeping.com 
 

 
 

No job too big or small 

Phil : 0418 182 252 
Osborne Construction Solutions 
PO Box 464 Bungalow Qld 4870  

www.osborneconstructions.com 
Email: phil@osborneconstructions.com 
ABN: 58 151 699 704 BSA Licence: 1209195 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Specialising In.... 
Project Management 
Shop & Office Fit Outs 
Retail Refurbishments 
Commercial Construction 
Ceilings & Partitions 
Home Renovations  
Design & Construction  

www.pkbookkeeping.com

In Edmonton the sisters were involved in giving religious 
instructions in the state schools and at St. Therese’s, home visits, 
communion to the elderly and sick at home, hospital visitation and 
St. Vincent de Paul’s.  From 1980 to 1990 a second community of 
Handmaids was established on Thursday Is to run “Star of the Sea” 
home for the aged.  

Sr Clare Mairu, is the present community leader at St. Therese’s 
Convent.  In recent years a Handmaid has been working as a 
School Officer in a couple of schools and in the music ministry for 
the Aboriginal and Islander Ministry Team.

Our motto “Behold the Handmaids of Our Lord.  Let what you 
have said be done to me” sums up our spirit of service.  Like Mary, 
the first Handmaid of Our Lord and our Model, we serve the 
people of God in whatever way we can.

Bishop Foley and the priests of the Cairns Diocese are pleased to announce the Incardination of 
Fr Kumaradhas Manuvel as a diocesan priest. With incardination Fr Manuvel is appointed parish 
priest of Silkwood parish.
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Late last year, Pope Francis wrote: every Christian is challenged, 
here and now, to be actively engaged in evangelisation. (EG120)  
He’s not suggesting we door-knock our neighbourhood, looking 
for converts.  Rather, he envisages each of us as joyful messengers of 
challenging proposals, guardians of the goodness and beauty which 
shine forth in a life of fidelity to the Gospel. (EG168)

He reassures us by saying that whenever we take a step towards 
Jesus, we come to realise that he is already there, waiting for us with 
open arms. (EG3)  Francis hopes that everyone might be touched by 
the comfort and attraction of God’s saving love, which is mysteriously 
at work in each and every person, above and beyond their faults 
and failings. (EG44)  Proclaiming the Gospel does not lie heavily, 
let alone solely on our shoulders, working hard to convince other 
people of the truth of some fixed formulations that are learned by 
heart. (EG35)  Pope Francis, like Pope Benedict knows that being a 
Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the 
encounter with a person, which gives life a new horizon, a definite 
direction. (EG7)  Hence, Francis invites all Christians everywhere, 
at this very moment, to a renewed personal encounter with Christ, 
or at least an openness to letting him encounter them. (EG3)  Francis 
recalls that the Apostles never forgot the moment when Jesus 
touched their hearts.  It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 
(John 1.39)  Consequently, the believer is essentially one who 
remembers. (EG13)  The evangeliser, you and I, are people who 
remember times in our lives when Jesus, with a tenderness that 
never disappoints, but is always capable of restoring our joy, 
(made) it possible for us to lift up our heads and to start anew. 
(EG3)  This takes us to the heart of evangelising, to the heart of 
proclaiming the Gospel.  God has found a way to unite himself to 
every human being in every age, (EG113) even if we think we are 
beyond help.  After all, God never tires of forgiving us.  We are the 
ones who tire of seeking his mercy. (EG3)

Francis is not proposing that we remain as snug as a bug in a rug, 
wrapped up in the arms of Jesus, while the rest of the world goes 

EVERY CHRISTIAN ACTIVELY 
ENGAGED IN EVANGELISATION
Written by Fr John Chalmers 

its un-merry way.  When we allow God to embrace us, we find 
ourselves bring drawn ever more closely into contact with those 
who are most important to Jesus, the poor, the vulnerable, the 
least important in society.  Furthermore, whenever we encounter 
another person in love, we learn something new about God. 

Retirement Planning

If you are over 50 and have not yet started to plan your retirement... 
do it now. Almost every client says the same thing to me, “if only I 
had come to see you sooner”.

• Retirement Goals –Is it travelling, fishing spending more time 
with family?

• Accessing your Super- Avoid the traps.
• Transition to Retirement – Access your super while you are still 

working.
• Convert your Super to an Income Stream – Doing it the right way
• Centrelink  Aged Pension – We do all that for you too
• Protect your Wealth – Making sure it lasts the distance

Call us now and you can have your own
personal financial planner – 40 521 950

Your first meeting is cost and obligation free*

“We guarantee you satisfaction”

Phone: 07 40521950
Email: reception@stafinancial.com.au
www.stafinancial.com.au

Shane Tibbs* is a Suncorp Certified 
Financial Planner at 206 Buchan Street, 
Cairns. He has 27 years experience, helping 
people achieve their goals and retiring with 
a brighter future.

Stephen Hoffmeistet, Fr John Chalmers, 
Gearoid Fox and Fr Neil Muir attending Fr 

John Chalmers Evangelii Gaudium presentation 
at Holy Cross Parish.
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‘SERVICE’ THE KEY THEME FOR NAIDOC 
CELEBRATIONS IN THE TORRES STRAIT
Written by Brendon Alexander (Acting Principal Sacred Heart School Thursday Island)

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart School, Thursday Island with the 
help of local elders and parishioners celebrated NAIDOC in style 
this year with a two day celebration held on both campuses of the 
school. 

On Tuesday the 19th of August all Thursday Island students made 
their way over to the Hammond Island Campus to commence day 
one of celebrations. Once all the students and staff, parents and 
community members arrived at the school campus they made 
their way up to St. Joseph’s Church to celebrate Mass with Fr. 
Laurie Timms as Presider.  The dress for the day was Island Casual, 
meaning a wonderful array of colour and life worn by the boys and 
girls of the school, the staff and community members. Afterwards 
we enjoyed traditional dancing performed by ladies and men from 
the Islands much to the delight of the children and community 
members gathered.

On Wednesday the 20th of August all students from both campuses 
gathered on Thursday Island for a special assembly attended by the 
Mayor and local elders. During the day the elders spoke about their 
time in service to our country, fitting in with the NAIDOC 2014 
theme - Serving Country: Centenary and Beyond. The children 
listened to the stories shared by the elders and hopefully will be 
inspired to be of service to their community as they grow up.

A beautiful mural depicting the colours and ocean life of the Torres 
Straits was completed on the inside walls of the Thursday Island 
Campus, the students worked with the artist to create a beautiful 
piece of art. 

It seems timely to share the Dreaming Prayer which was used often 
over these days of celebration.

(EG272)  Francis would have us look beyond merely helping the 
poor.  He would see us being their friends (and) embracing the 
mysterious wisdom which God wishes to share with us through 
them. (EG198)  As well, Francis stresses the need to resolve the 
structural causes of poverty. (EG202) He asks: How can it be that 
it is not a news item when an elderly homeless person dies of 
exposure, but it is news when the stock market loses two points? 
(EG195)

So, what might evangelisation look like in our lives?  It depends 
on how we occupy our lives and what we detect when we look 
on our lives with a contemplative gaze. (EG71)  If you are a 
prisoner, you’ll ask yourself how the Gospel might shape the kind 
of prisoner you are in jail for the remainder of your sentence.  If 
you are a plumber, you’ll ask yourself: beyond being scrupulously 
honest, how might the Gospel shape the quality of your work, your 
sensitivity to the uncertainty of elderly clients, your determination 
to see this job as more than a cash cow to be milked.  If you are a 
politician you might ask yourself: how might the Gospel shape my 
contribution to shaping Government policy that will remember 
and assist the most vulnerable, that will shape our social contract 
in ways that bring people together, rather than feed sectarianism 
and negativity?

The Dreaming Prayer 
(Prepared by a national committee of Indigenous people for the Visit 
of Pope John Paul II to Australia in 1986) 
Creator of all, you gave us the Dreaming. 
You have always spoken to us through our beliefs. 
You then made your love clear to us in the person of Jesus. 
We thank you for your care. 
You own us, you are our hope. 
Make us strong as we face the problems of change. 
We ask you to help all the people of Australia 
To listen to us and respect our culture. 
Make the knowledge of you grow strong in all people, 
so that you can find a home in us, 
and we can make a home for everyone in our land. 

Pope Francis challenges every imaginable occupation across the 
whole alphabet to become actively engaged in evangelisation.  
We need only remember times in our lives when we have been 
touched by the comfort and attraction of God’s saving love (EG44) 
and always do what good (we) can, even if, in the process, (our) 
shoes get soiled by the mud of the streets. EG45)  The truth we 
can never allow ourselves to forget is this: whenever we take a step 
towards Jesus, we come to realise that he is already there waiting 
for us with open arms. (EG3)

Fr John accepted the invitation from both Northern Beaches 
and Malanda parishes to speak to parishioners on the Evangelii 
Gaudium documents, Maureen Goodwill said: Fr John Chalmers 
from Brisbane gave a wonderful talk at Malanda Parish on 
Wednesday 6th August, on Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation, 
“Evangelii Gaudium”, “The Joy of the Gospel”.  After a shared meal, 
about 15 people, from Malanda Parish and surrounds, with our 
parish priest, Fr Barry Craig, listened to the message portrayed as 
Pope Francis’ vision for the Church and our role in this mission.
 
This article was written for the Diocesan News by Fr John 
Chalmers who recently spoke on Pope Francis’ Exhortation: 
The Joy of the Gospel in several parishes across the Diocese.
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GOD’S JUSTICE IS OUR CARE
Established at the Diocesan Synod in 2013, the 
Board of Justice and Care, like all Diocesan Boards 
(including the Boards of Education and Finance) is 
a subcommittee of the Synod.

It is designed to make sure that Catholic auspiced 
justice and care initiatives in the diocese operate 
collegially, connectively and accountably to the 
Bishop of Cairns. 

The Board will report annually to the Synod on progress of these 
initiatives and enterprises, some of which include: Centacare 
Cairns, Diocesan Pastoral Support Services, Parish School Care 
and Support initiatives, Indigenous Connections, Catholic 
Missions, Caritas, St Vincent de Paul, Rosies, Mercy Mission and 
Charism Board, Knights of the Southern Cross, Catenians.

The Board will also provide support, policy and direction for 
various agencies, entities and ministries involved in the provision 
of services to assist the most vulnerable people in the community.

Members of the Board include Bishop James Foley, Fr. Karel 
Duivenvoorden (Bishop’s Nominee), Terry Power (Inaugural 
Chair) as well as Melissa Milton, Anna Jimenez, and
Dennis Innes as Ordinary Members. Ex officio members include 
Gertrude Davis, Cathy Spencer, Helga Biro, and Kevin Malone. 

Written on behalf of the Board of Justice and Care 

Members do not represent their organisation or interest, but 
contribute to the Board’s overall expertise and oversight.

After its establishment and before membership was finalised, a 
Steering Committee developed a Statement of Intent (something 
like a Charter) to keep the Board true to its business and direction, 
and to keep the diocese focused on its gospel mandate. 

The Board is committed to ensuring the mission of the diocesan 
community effectively grows as it confronts systems and agents of 
oppression and disempowerment, protects and restores victims of 
injustice (people who are poor, voiceless and vulnerable), and works 
effectively on the care and common good of all (preferentially for 
those most in need).

The Board will help foster improved coordination across all 
diocesan initiatives, encourage new ones to address gaps in 
existing works, and help better communicate good news of the 
church’s efforts in the area of justice and care as well as its position 
on relevant important issues.

The Board is keen to hear from interested people across the diocese 
and will soon establish a simple communication mechanism for 
ideas and comments.
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FEAST OF OUR LADY OF THE CHAIN 
St Thomas’s Catholic Church, Mareeba was once again the venue 
for the Feast of Our Lady of The Chain on Sunday 14th September 
2014.   Mass was celebrated by Fr Adriano Pittarello from Sydney 
along with Fr Greenup, Fr Dippi, Fr Flanagan and Fr Moses.  Once 
again the Italian choir filled the packed church with song and 
Michael Samanas’s version of Ave Maria brought tears to many an 
eye. 

People travelled from the Tully and Innisfail area by bus to attend 
celebrations.  St Thomas’s School students also participated in the 
Mass and Procession [pictured] and the combined St Thomas’s and 
St Stephen’s School Band, led by Nina Raggett played during the 
procession of the Statue through the streets of Mareeba.  What a 
talented group of young people they are.  

Festivities followed the Procession with delicious foods including 
sweets. Entertainment was provided by Santo Gangemi and 

Written by Rena Ceola 

On Sunday, July 6, the Catholic communities of Far North 
Queensland and Torres Strait celebrated 50 years of priestly service 
by Father John Newman, retired parish priest of Atherton, and 
Father Hilary Flynn, parish priest of Savannah-Gulf Peninsula, 
Ravenshoe (and until recently Millaa Millaa) communities.
The celebrations began at the 9.00am parish Mass at St Joseph’s 
church, and continued with morning tea and testimonials in St 
Joseph’s parish school undercover area.  Special guests spoke about 
Fathers Newman and Flynn’s many years of service in various 
northern communities.  Speakers included past and present 
parishioners and Inspector Ralph Straatemeier of the Queensland 
Police Service.
Fathers Newman and Flynn were humble in accepting the praise 
and thanks they received. They thanked all those who have helped 
them in their duties, particularly St Joseph’s school principal, Trish 
Nash, who organised the celebration and the members of the 
Atherton Parish Catholic Ladies who catered for the function.
Both men have dedicated their lives to Christ and have strived 
to spread His message of love within the Catholic and broader 
communities. Their work was acknowledged by over 600 
parishioners [past and present] and numerous friends who worked 
with them in the broader communities.
Father John Newman has worked in Cairns, Thursday Island, 
Mossman and Atherton as parish priest, Chaplain to Cairns 
Base and Calvary Hospitals, Army Reserve and Cadets and the 
Queensland Police Service. He is now retired but remains active in 
his Police Chaplaincy role.
Father Hilary Flynn has worked in Atherton, Cairns, Tully, 
Thursday Island, Babinda, Dimbulah, Weipa, Townsville and now 
Ravenshoe and Savannah Gulf communities.  He also has served 
as a Police Chaplain in the last 2 years.
The Cathedral parish recognised the Jubilarians at the 10.00 Mass 
on Sunday the 7th of September followed by morning tea for all 
parishioners and invited guests.

FATHERS NEWMAN AND FLYNN 
CELEBRATE THEIR JUBILEE
Written by Atherton Parish Pastoral Council

L-R Fr John Newman and Fr Hilary Flynn cutting their Jubilee cake at 
Atherton Diocesan celebration.

featured young artist, Brendon Wright. The Fireworks display by 
Xplosive Art was once again absolutely spectacular and enjoyed by 
over 200 people.  

Thank you to everyone who attended and for your continued 
support of our annual Feast of Our Lady of the Chain.

Open Mon-Fri 9:30am 4:30pm and 
Sunday after 10am Mass. 
Come in and see our range of cards, 
books, pictures, statues, gifts etc.

CATHEDRAL BOOKSHOP
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The Champagnat Centre at Good Counsel College, Innisfail, filled with 
students from the College and local Catholic primary schools for Catholic 
Education Week

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart School 
Thursday Island Catholic Education Mass

St Thomas’ Mareeba Principal Rita Petersen together with grandparents 
Annunziata Esposito (left) and Sarina Brischetto (right)  and their 

grandchildren Natalia (left) and Ayden and Ayshia (right) take part in 
the ceremony to plant commemorative Catholic Education Week Tree

Mrs Christie Vinter with her Prep class with the special tree 
planted to celebrate CEW at Holy Cross Catholic Education Week Mass in Ravenshoe

St Monica’s school captains 
attending Catholic Education 

Week ( L- R) Jade Ryan and 
Bridgett Kenny

Year 8 St Augustines students lighting candles 
for Catholic Education week

St joseph’s Parramatta Park doing ‘bucket filling’ 
acts of kindness during Catholic Education Week 
L-R: Back row:  Connor Gane, Etty McDonough, 
Madison Philips, Toby Webster Front row: Meili 

Deng, Zara Seivers 
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EARLVILLE CATHOLIC WOMEN AT 
WORK HELPING OTHERS
Written by Val Cooper

Every Tuesday morning the Parish Centre is a buzz of activity.  
At 9am we start with our regular exercise class aimed at helping 
women to maintain an active life. We start with 30 minutes of light 
cardio workout followed by weight and strength training under 
the supervision of our professional trainer, Bernadette.

Morning tea follows and many of the ladies from all different 
faith denominations stay and enjoy a cuppa and a chat, discussing 
current topics of interest as well as sharing personal joys and 
worries. It proves to be a very ecumenical time of caring and 
support for each other.

The lamington workers prepare the assembly line for production

Then it is down to the real business of the day - getting the assembly 
line ready to create our delicious cream lamingtons [those who are 
able stay and help - including some men at times.]  Amid much 
chatter and laughter we hear shouts of “more cream” or “more 
coconut”. Our chocolate lamingtons are also very popular - made 
from a secret recipe belonging to the mother of one our ladies. 
Peach blossoms and cup cakes follow as the week’s progress.

Cake stalls are held throughout the year at weekend parish Masses 
and it is through the continuing support of our parishioners that 
we are able to raise money to give aid to those in need.

Thanks to all the loyal support of our working group we are able 
to help Presentation Missionary Sr Margaret Kehoe in Lima, Peru; 
the Salesian Missions, Orphanage in Laga, East Timor; the Sisters 
of Mercy with their charitable works in PNG and through Sr 
Veronica’s Movement we help educate children in India to move 
towards a better life. Donations are also made to Caritas and Holy 
Spirit Care Services, Cairns.

Our parish women enjoy being able to work together to help others 
in need and all the parish support their efforts and purchase their 
famous lamingtons - it’s a win/win situation all round.

•   Great neighbours, cafe, hot meals, hairdresser, pool, gym, 
chapel and social activities

•   Peace of mind with Holy Spirit staff on site 24/7 and Bethlehem 
Nursing Centre for residents if required

•  Full range of Home Care Services available in your apartment

•  All over 65s welcome

257 Gatton Street, Westcourt   T 4031 6977 
W www.holyspiritwestcourt.com.au

Prices start 

from $291,200 

(conditions apply)

You can afford 
to live a quality 
retirement lifestyle.

VISIT: Sundays 10.30am to 11.30am.
Free cake and coffee at your first tour.
Winner 2013 Master Builders Lifestyle Housing for Seniors Award.

ALSO DEALERS FOR: 
SUZUKI & KAWASAKI MOTORCYCLES

EMAIL
allwheeldrive@bigpond.com

 www.chanosawdcentre.com.au

 ATHERTON                        
4030 5400 

CNR VERNON & LOUISE STS.             

MAREEBA
4092 1800 

BYRNES ST.

	  	      

Chano Trentin’s
ALL WHEEL DRIVE CENTRE PTY LTD

ABN  14 010 468 694
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Fr Peter Patrick McHugh OSA, a North Queenslander who was a priest for fifty-two 
years, died at Mareeba in Far North Queensland on the 2nd July 2014 at the age of 
82 years. He ministered as a priest for forty-two years in his state of origin, fifteen of 
them in the Diocese of Cairns, and was still undertaking active ministry in Mareeba 
on the day that he died.

He was born at Herberton in 1932; Peter’s primary schooling took place at the Boogan 
State School and the parish school at South Johnstone, and his secondary education 
with the Marist Brothers in Innisfail.

He joined the Order of St Augustine in Brisbane in 1954, but had to leave six 
months later when he was expected to die after surgery to remove a brain tumour. 
Against medical expectations he completely recovered, and re-commenced with the 
Augustinian Order in 1955.  He was ordained to the Catholic priesthood in Rome in 
July 1961 and returned to Australia in 1962 as the chaplain of a migrant ship.

From his first appointment in Australia to St James’s Parish in the Brisbane suburb of 
Coorparoo, Fr Peter ministered in Innisfail; returned to Europe to obtain a doctorate 
in philosophy through studies in Rome, Germany and Oxford; was appointed on 
the philosophy staff of the Catholic Regional Seminary at Banyo in Brisbane; spent 
vacation time giving retreats to expatriate and indigenous male and female Religious 

in Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands;  and was involved in the Catholic charismatic movement.

In 1977 he was sent to Mareeba on what was to be the first of three appointments there. In 1980 after a brief posting in New South Wales 
he returned to Mareeba as parish priest for the next decade. Whilst at Mareeba he also became an honorary chaplain to the Queensland 
Police Service and co-ordinator for the prison chaplaincy at Lotus Glen Correctional Centre. 

After postings in Brisbane and Sydney, in 2010 Fr Peter returned for the third time to Mareeba as assistant priest in the Mareeba and 
Dimbulah parishes. It was here that he celebrated his Golden Jubilee of Priesthood in July 2011. 

At his request, his Requiem Mass and burial both took place in Mareeba. Fr McHugh is the first Augustinian buried in Mareeba. During 
the previous 130 years within the Vicariate of Cooktown (which became the Diocese of Cairns in 1941), Augustinians have been buried 
in Cooktown, Croydon, Herberton, Gordonvale, Innisfail, Cairns and at sea in the Gulf of Carpentaria.  

In Memory of 
FATHER PETER McHUGH O.S.A
Written Fr Peter Jones OSA (Former Acting Provincial Secretary, Order of Saint Augustine Province of Australasia)

SAVE THE DATE! MAY 18-20 2015

Mission: One Heart Many Voices 2015 will be a multi-sector 
dialogue on living the joy of the Gospel and leading mission.

It will explore Pope Francis’ vision for mission and is set within 
the spirit of Ad Gentes and Evangelii Nuntiandi, documents that 
celebrate their 50th and 40th anniversaries in 2015 respectively.

The venue will be the SMC Conference and Function Centre, 66 
Goulburn St, Sydney.
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Written by Margaret Coulter (Development Officer Mercy Works) 
BRINGING MERCY TO LIFE

There are many schools in the Cairns Diocese that owe their 
origins to the Sisters of Mercy. Over the decades that association 
has changed, as most Mercy schools have become diocesan 
schools. However many of these schools are keen to connect with 
their Mercy heritage in a way that’s meaningful for students today.

In August the Executive Director and Development Officer of 
Mercy Works visited the Cairns area and offered a powerful way 
for these Mercy schools to bring their heritage to life.

Mercy Works is part of the vision and mission of the Sisters of 
Mercy in Australia and Papua New Guinea. A registered charity, 
Mercy Works engages in partnerships with local communities to 
establish development programs. They currently have programs 
throughout Australia and in Papua New Guinea and Timor Leste.

Sr Ailsa Mackinnon RSM, Mercy Works’ Executive Director and 

Where: In the Beer Garden at The Union Jack 
Hotel, cnr Spence and Sheridan Streets, Cairns.

What: Our Inaugural guest speaker Fr Neil 
Muir will be looking at ‘More Than Just 
Church’, a discussion about how faith a�ects 
our everyday, ordinary lives.

Who: This is a great opportunity to meet 
other young Catholics from around FNQ, 
share a meal and listen to a speaker break 
open a topic of faith in a relaxed atmosphere.

Contact: Anne Chellingworth 
Ph: 0407 716 430, or email 

achellingw@cns.catholic.edu.au
for more info.

@@
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Margaret Coulter, the Development 
Officer, spent a busy week visiting 
schools around Cairns. “We received a 
wonderfully warm welcome everywhere,’ 
said Ailsa, Both students and staff 
showed a keen interest in our work and in 
exploring ways to support our programs 
with fundraising.”

“Some schools like Our Lady Help of 
Christians in Earlville and St Monica’s 
College Cairns are already good friends 
of Mercy Works,” said Margaret. “It was 
important to thank them in person for 
their support. We’re not a big charity, so 
every donation a school gives makes a real 
difference to our projects.”

“I think this also gives all our supporters 
a real sense of ownership,” said Ailsa. 
“We know how hard schools work to raise 
funds: students, staff and parents are all 
incredibly generous. It’s important they 

understand how big an impact they have. For example, thanks to 
their efforts we can help train and kit Village Birth Attendants in the 
Fly River region of PNG. These dedicated people walk long distances 
on foot to help women in remote villages give birth safely. In Timor-
Leste we’re able to build, equip and staff Early Childhood Learning 
Centres.”

Both Ailsa and Margaret were delighted 
with the number of new friends Mercy 
Works has made in the Cairns Diocese 
and are looking forward to returning 
again. You can learn more about Mercy 
Works and their activities by visiting
www.mercyworks.org.au

Janet Zaccour APRE Sr Ailsa and students at St Joseph’s Parramatta Park
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Written by Lea Guy (Media Officer Cairns Regional Council) adapted 
content from media release

On the 7th of July, five faiths combined to bestow their blessings on 
the newly extended Martyn Street cemetery. Mayor Bob Manning 
welcomed representatives from the Anglican, Buddhist, Catholic, 
Greek Orthodox and Muslim faiths, who each led the gathering in 
prayer before performing a joint blessing.

BLESSINGS BESTOWED ON CEMETERY

Congratulations to Lee MacMaster, Principal of St Andrew’s Catholic 
College who received his nomination for Southern Cross University 
(SCU) Alumni and received the School of Education Alumni of the 
year at SCU, Lismore.

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION ALUMNI 
RECIPIENT

L-R: Janet Noonan (Secondary Teacher), Santina Lizzio (School 
Officer), Paul Campbell (Lifelong Contribution), Jacinta Browning 
(Primary Teacher), Alex Ung (Volunteer) Vicki Bell (Leadership)

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2014 
DOCEMUS AWARD WINNERS 

The Ukulele Festival is now an annual event in Cairns and this year 
Rosies volunteers [pictured] were asked to help sell raffle tickets 
and the profits would come to the Rosies Van Fund. A group of 
volunteers worked tirelessly selling tickets which gave great exposure 
to the work Rosies does in the local community. Many people gave 
donations rather than buying tickets.

ROSIES BENEFITS FROM THE UKULELE 
FESTIVAL 2014

Vice-President Dean Morzone QC on behalf on the Cairns Circle 
Catenians and their wives, welcomed international and interstate 
guests to the August meeting and dinner at the City Novotel.  It was 
a very special night for our visitors, Grand President Bob Butler and 
wife Kathy, Bishop James Foley, Father Neil Muir, Catenian Province 
21 President Dr Michael Tan, and Catenian Province 21 Director 
Kevin Doherty.

CATENIANS WELCOMES INTERNATIONAL 
AND INTERSTATE VISITORS 

Brother Bob Butler with Brother 
Dean Morzone QC

Written by Karen Matheson (Publicity Officer Cairns City Rostrum Club)

On the 5th July, the Qld division of the National Rostrum Speaking 
Movement hosted the Rostrum Voice Of Youth Speaking, State Final 
in Brisbane. Two Cairns Finalists, Matisse Reed from St Monica’s 
College (who competed in the Junior State Final) and Jack Boylan-
Ascione from St Augustine’s College (who competed as a finalist in 
the Senior State Final) had won their way through the heats and finals 
of some 655 entrant’s state wide. 
The Cairns City Rostrum Club meets every Tuesday at 6.30pm at the 
RSL Club, corner the Esplanade and Florence St. Cairns.  
See our website www.speakingincairns.com for more details.

COLLEGE STUDENTS EXCEL IN PUBLIC 
SPEAKING

Jack Boylan- Ascione, Senior Finalist St Augustines College, Judith 
Sturgess the RVOY Convener and President Cairns City Rostrum Club. 
Matisse Reed Runner Up Winner in the State Junior Final  St Monica’s 
College.

Happenings Across the Diocese
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Year 8’s St. Monica’s College

ANNUAL SACRED SONG COMPETITION HELD 
AT ST MONICA’S CATHEDRAL 30TH JULY

St Michael’s Parish Gordonvale celebrated 
Mass for the life of Fr Miah McSweeny, 
who was parish priest in Gordonvale from 
1956 to 1965. A BBQ breakfast and sharing 
of memories followed the Mass. “I think 
Gordonvale parishioners could write a book 
about Fr Mc Sweeny -  Father could be a 
larrikin, but as I told him, he did improve 
with age!” said Mary Dall’Alba. “I remember 
Father McSweeny as a man of great faith.” 
commented Rita Watson [Dall’Alba]. Sylvia 
Ghelfi’s memories collected everyone’s 
experiences of Fr Miah “We will always 

remember you with love and affection, and Father McSweeny thanks 
for the memories.”

ST MICHAEL’S GORDONVALE 
REMEMBERS FR MCSWEENY

Over 130 students of both the senior campus and middle campus of 
St Andrews Catholic College took part in a sleep out and paid to do 
so. This was a grand gesture towards those less fortunate; this money 
was raised for Rosies in their work with the homeless. Along with 
staff, students also set about collecting blankets and warm clothes of 
which were donated during Assembly on Monday and Tuesday 25th 
& 26th August to Lyall Forde representing Rosies.
This was an incredible gift to Rosies and many thanks need to go to 
students, staff and especially Chris Leete.

SUPPORTING THOSE IN NEED...

The gunyah was designed and produced by some of our students 
as part of their Humanities project on Early Australians with the 
support of our Indigenous Liaison Officer Mr Norman Miller. The 
Middle Years students were involved in collecting the paper bark, 
designing and making the gunyah and decorating the foreground 
with a lifelike fire pit and weapons – the boomerangs were cut to 
shape by the Industrial Arts teachers then painted by our students 
in authentic colours under Mr Miller’s direction. The background 
painting depicts a waterfall  with dreamtime symbols and adds to the 
harmony of the landscape.

ST ANDREWS CATHOLIC COLLEGE 
MIDDLE YEAR STUDENTS TAKE OUT 
FIRST PRIZE FOR INDIGENOUS ARTS AT 
THE CAIRNS SHOW

On Saturday 3rd May 2014, twelve young women from the Mareeba 
and Dimbulah Parishes made their debut at the annual St Thomas 
Parish Debutante Ball held at the Mareeba International Club.  The 
Debutante Ball is a unique event in the Mareeba Parish which is 
traditionally recognised as a young ladies formal introduction into 
society.  The stunning Debutantes were presented to Mr Frank 
Gordon, VG PP, Fr Peter McHugh OSA (since deceased) and other 
local dignitaries in what was a truly magnificent evening for the 
Debutantes, their partners, family and friends.

DEBUTANTE BALL
St Thomas’s Parish Debutante Ball photographed by 

NQ School Photography

Four Year 11 students from St Andrew’s Catholic College are 
privileged enough to have been accepted into the University of 
Queensland’s Young Scholar’s Program of 2014.  From November 
30 to December 4, Elizabeth Edwards, Connor Harvey, Catherine 
Zappulla and Laura-Jane Jurss-Lewis will participate in a five-day 
Residential Camp at UQ’s St Lucia campus in Brisbane. The program 
presents participants with an exclusive opportunity to further their 
academic excellence and encourages the development of leadership 
skills.

YOUNG SCHOLAR’S PROGRAM
L-R:Catherine Zappulla, Beth Edwards, Connor Harvey and Laura-

Jane Jurss-Lewis

Happenings Across the Diocese
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SYNOD REPORTS TO THE DIOCESE
Synod 2014 was a time of prayer, 
listening, and collaboration.  On 
Friday 29 & Saturday 30 August, 70 
representatives from parishes and 
agencies across the diocese gathered at 
Lennon Hall [St. Augustine’s College] 
to hear reports, discuss the important 
issues and work towards the formation 
of a Diocesan Pastoral Plan. 

 
The session began with a reflection which reminded us that “We 
are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs.  We are 
prophets of a future not our own.”  Delegates then looked at what 
has been the process so far and acknowledged the good work that 
has led to where we are now in 2014, ready to add the scaffolding 
that a pastoral plan for the diocese will provide.  Cathy Spencer 
and Janice Hunt modelled a pastoral planning process that 
could be followed to progress any pastoral initiatives and then 
illustrated how this process is already being followed through the 
Liturgical Renewal Initiative that is currently underway in the 
diocese. 

Written by Terry Power & Anne Chellingworth (Synod Permanent Committee)

Delegates heard reports from the Diocesan Boards: the Board of 
Justice and Care, the Board of Finance, the Board of Education 
and the Catholic Development Fund.  Participants also discussed 
the significant issues arising from the parish reports and seven key 
areas were identified:

• The school – family – parish relationship
• “The Joy of the Gospel” and discipleship
• Clergy and lay leadership
• Formation and resource sharing
• Indigenous spirituality, involvement & support
• Youth Ministry
• Finances and personnel

Groups used S.M.A.R.T. thinking (Specific – Measurable– 
Assignable – Realistic –Time-related) to draft appropriate 
strategies for each key area, with the aim that these will become 
part of our Diocesan Pastoral Plan.  Time was spent unpacking 
a process to move things forward and nominations to form a 
Diocesan Pastoral Planning Group were called for.  Delegates were 
also reminded of the importance of conveying the work of this 
Synod session to their local parish communities.

WHERE: Good Counsel Primary School Innisfail

WHEN: Friday the 24th of October

Commencing with prayer assembly and followed by 
visits to classrooms and morning tea.

All grandparents are invited to attend

• GRANDPARENTS DAY •
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OUR LIVING MUSEUM AT MOTHER OF
GOOD COUNSEL

VINNIES ANDERSON STREET 
STORE RENOVATIONS
Written by Davina Dansie, (St Vincent de Paul Call Centre Operator)

Last term 4A did a unit on Heroes for English. At first 
we all thought our teacher meant superheroes but she 
explained that she was talking about people who did 
something heroic. We learned about sung and unsung 
sporting, political, inventing and arts heroes. We then 
had to choose someone to focus on for our project. It 
took about 6-8 weeks of researching, writing, typing and 
creative thinking but we all managed to get it done. The 
day before the Living Museum everyone brought in all 
the things they needed to set up for their stall. We all had 
posters with a biography about the people we chose and a 
piece of artwork inspired by Andy Warhol. There were all 
kinds of heroes. I chose Kylie Minogue. On the morning 
of the Living Museum we dressed up as our heroes and 
had to talk to our visitors as if we were the heroes! It was 
heaps of fun.

The opening of the newly renovated Anderson Street Vinnies 
store has not only excited the volunteers and members of the St 
Vincent de Paul Society community, but has developed social 
capital within Cairns.

For years, St Vincent de Paul Society’s Anderson Street store has 
been a dual purpose building in Manunda.  It is one of the biggest 
and best-resourced op shops in the region and also provides for 
the disadvantaged in our community.  There would be very few 
premises in the not-for-profit sector that one could ‘witness’ the 
over-arching conversion of donations and shop earnings into 
helping the disadvantaged.  Yet that is exactly what occurs under 
the roof at Anderson Street Vinnies. 

“Over the years, the whole building became tired and a make-
over was needed,” said St Brigid’s Conference President, Vito 
Cuzzubbo.  “During the 6 hours of welfare assistance a week, the 
members can interview up to seventy people at the rear of the 
building.  Prior to the renovation, this would mean the Store Co-
Ordinator’s office would be claimed for extra space and we could 
only work in the mornings as the area was not air-conditioned.”
 

Ella Hewson as Jessica Watson/Charlotte Thamm as Benjamin Franklin

Written by Evie Dalton

The renovation has seen the building transformed due to a 
modern, functional design [pictured].  The retail shop at the 
front and adjoining furniture area is inviting with a stylish and 
contemporary fit out.  The rear of the building is dedicated to 
welfare assistance and those seeking help are assured privacy 
and are in welcoming surrounds.  

Vinnies Anderson Street Store Co-ordinator, Clare Twomey, 
reveals how proud the volunteers are of the renovated shop, 
“Everyone really looks forward to coming to work even more and 
customers congratulate us on the look of the shop.”  Anderson St 
Vinnies is recognised as a centre in the community that provides 
security and dependability. It has proven to also be a valuable 
resource for other community organisations in the provision of 
much needed relief for families. 

Clare spiritually reflects on the renovation, “These works are a 
blessing and allows us to recognise and enjoy what we do for the 
Society.”

Exterior of building

Store Co-ordinator Clare Twomey and St Brigid’s 
Conference President Vito Cuzzubbo
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Cnr Shields & Grafton Streets, Cairns QLD 4870

www.macdonnells.com.au 4030 0600

Proudly Advising
Queensland For

WE PROVIDE EXPERT LEGAL ADVICE, 
QUEENSLAND-WIDE IN:

Agribusiness | Building and Construction 

Commercial and Property | Conveyancing

Employment and Work Health and Safety

Family | Insurance and Plaintiff Claims

Litigation and Dispute Resolution 

Planning and Environment  

Wills, Estates and Estate Disputes

130years-ad-134X190.indd   1 11/03/14   3:15 PM

ON RETIREMENT, FATHER MCKENNA’S
SPECULATIONS FOR THE FUTURE
Written by Fr. Pat McKenna (Retired Priest of the Diocese of Cairns)

When I was ordained a priest in Brisbane in 1956 the 
Church was basically in the mould of the Council of 
Trent.  The Roman Missal used then was promulgated 
on 14 July 1570.  The second Vatican Council changed 
the mould.  The Catholic Church reacted to the 
tremendous changes in the lives of people worldwide.  
Now in the 21st century the lives of people are still 
changing and one wonders what the Church will look 
like in twenty years’ time.

Speculation would seem to indicate certain things.  
The Australian Church could see a drastic reduction 
of priests and religious, and the greater role of the 
laity empowered to go beyond the administrative 
level into a ministerial realm regarding baptisms, 
weddings, funerals and Sunday worship, where Mass 
and Holy Communion are no longer available on a 
regular basis.  The role of the laity could well be the 
critical factor in the future.

God will be with his Church and the Church will be 
with God putting its faith in the power of God’s love 
and loyalty to the genuine believer.

85th Birthday & Retirement celebrations: L-R Fr Tony Lumusko, Fr Pat McKenna and 
Eileen Lander
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Written by Seisha Bartlett and Layla Flanigan

Written by (Priscilla O’Brien - Disciples of Jesus Cairns) 

Each member of 4B cooked a healthy recipe. We presented it to 
the class, to show what we had learnt in the term 2 Health unit. 
We learnt about types of food and the nutrients inside them. Some 
people brought in healthy drinks such as smoothies and juices. 
Some people brought sushi, rice paper rolls, wraps and fajitas. 
They also brought banana bread, fruit kebabs, apple sandwiches, 
mini muffins plus so much more. It was all delicious!! 

We invited parents, our buddy class, and other classes and staff 
members. The people that came took samples of our food. We also 
made a recipe book with all our recipes inside it. We sampled each 
others’ recipes. We did not just make healthy food but many things 
such as posters. These are just some of the many fun things we do 
in Health.

MOTHER OF GOOD COUNSEL 
CELEBRATES THE 4B MASTERCHEFS

MEET THE MAN

• DATE CLAIMER •
60th Celebration of the Feast of St Gerard Majella

Parishioners and interested people are invited to attend celebrations commencing with a Dinner Dance at 6.30pm pm Friday the 
24th of October at Tully Country Club.

Mass will be celebrated at St Clare’s Church at 2.00pm on Saturday the 25th of October during which there will be a blessing of all 
mothers and children. Following the Mass is the Procession, kissing of the Relic of St Gerard Majella and Fete which includes wine 

stall, Cent Sale and cake stalls. The evening ends with a fireworks display.  

RSVP’s and any enquirers please contact Mary Quagliata [40 686 164]. 

On Sunday night (24th August) at St Therese’s Parish Church, we 
had “Meet the Man” – a transforming encounter with Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament.  The evening was hosted by Disciples of Jesus 
(DOJ) Cairns and facilitated by Stephen Kirk, singer/songwriter 
and worship leader from DOJ Canberra.
  
Stephen started the night with some worship songs and then 
moved into a short reflection on a single episode from the Gospels 
in which someone has a transforming encounter with Jesus.  He 
used that as a vehicle to demonstrate the reality of the person 
of Jesus, His desire for us to encounter Him, and His ability to 
transform our lives in that encounter. The reflection concluded by 
focusing on the fact that now as we enter into adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament we had the opportunity to meet the very same 
Jesus as the person in the Gospel episode, with the same power 
to enter into our lives and change us.  The night finished with 
Benediction.

A few comments from participants:
“I wanted to personally thank you for creating the opportunity, 
and for the privilege of being nourished by such an accomplished 
musician, Stephen Kirk. This was truly a sacred time for me and 
I wanted to say thank you for organising him to come up to share 
his gift with us. As I personally, am always hungry for this type of 
musical nourishment in the “isolated” reaches of Far North Qld, I 
can only encourage you to continue to let us experience more of this 

calibre of music and prayer. Thanks again.” Vivien Harms

“Eddie and I, along with our visitors from Nerang, thoroughly enjoyed 
his presentation/singing/music but most of all the opportunity to be a 
part of a celebration so special and spiritually filled.” Judy Rick

“‘Meet the Man’ was a beautiful experience, very reflective and 
contemplative.  Due to the fact that the Blessed Sacrament was 
exposed, the silence, song and Scripture all led to an encounter with 
Jesus. It was an opportunity to speak heart to heart with Jesus and to 
listen for His response.” Barry and Elizabeth Hoare.

This event was well received by the congregation of about 50 
people from different parishes.  Thank you to Fr John McGrath 
and Deacon Nathan McKay for supporting this event.

L-R: Anne and Rob Chellingworth, Stephen Kirk, Lee and Eve Bennett, 
Deacon Nathan McKay, Eddie Rick, John O’Brien and Fr John
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In January 2013, a draft Steering Committee was invited to begin 
work on establishing a Parish Pastoral Council for Mother of 
Good Counsel Parish (embracing Innisfail, South Johnstone and 
Mourilyan).

Long serving Board member, Hugh O’Brien from Gordonvale, 
was invited to facilitate the process.  After some 15 months of 
meetings and information sessions, the Parish was invited to apply 
for membership or to nominate another person for membership of 
the Council.

The process elicited 8 applicants; these 8 plus 3 ex-officio persons, 
now form the Parish Pastoral Council.  Two Formation Sessions 
were conducted and the Council was commissioned at the 9am 
Mass at Mother of Good Counsel Church on Sunday 22nd June 
with a memorable Commissioning Ceremony.

The 3 ex-officio members are Father Kerry Crowley (Parish Priest), 
Liam Kenny (representing the Catholic Schools), and Nev Smith 
(representing the Finance Council).

The elected members are Barbara Bortolanza, Paul Erbacher, Jim 
Ferguson, Susan Hoad, Jan Shang, John Terry, Stephen Todd and 
Stephen Yearwood. Several other nominees have indicated they will 
be ready to serve in 2 or 4 years’ time when the present members 
retire.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL FOR 
INNISFAIL
Written by Diana O’Brien

L-R Barbara Bortolanza, Paul Erbacher, Susan Hoad, Jim Ferguson, Jan 
Shang, John Terry, Stephen Todd, Liam Kenny, Neville Smith, Stephen 

Yearwood, Fr Kerry Crowley {taken by Giovanna Devlin]

On sale at the  
Cathedral Bookshop  
183 Abbott St Cairns  
for the price of $20
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An exciting initiative is on the cards for Brent Mitchell, a first year Science teacher at Good 
Counsel College, Innisfail. In January, the Brisbane-raised committed Christian found himself 
in the small town in Far North Queensland. Of his new role, he says: “it was a really good thing 
to come to a Catholic school that incorporates not only academic but also spiritual development.”

Brent believes teaching is a vocation that allows him to put into practice daily his calling as 
a Christian to bear witness to Christ. He says: “I think Jesus calls us to be a good example of 
His love. He says to love God with all your heart and love everyone as your neighbour. Being a 
teacher is a very practical way of loving my neighbour by catering to students’ academic needs 
and especially their social development. I want to encourage students in their faith: encourage 
them to speak hope and speak truth.” Therefore, his pastoral care role “is just as important 
as the academic side.” It is Good Counsel College’s commitment to fostering “well-rounded 
individuals” that appeals to him.

Surprisingly, one of the things Brent enjoys most about teaching is playground duty. He says: 
“My first year has been a big learning curve, how to engage students and get them to own their learning. I love playground duty because it’s a 
time when you get to be with the students not in the classroom, relating to them in a different context and on a different level.”

Brent also hopes that he can have a big impact on his students’ spirituality through the Loft. This initiative will feature a student band 
playing contemporary Christian rock. Brent will address the students, “giving a message about how faith and Jesus fit into life as we 
live it today.” The main aim of the Loft is “to get students excited not only about their faith but also about church.” The Loft is about 
“incorporating those elements into an event that students want to come to.” It will be held once every term.

When asked what the future holds, Brent responds with enthusiasm: “I’d like to stay here as long as I feel like I’m making an impact and 
being a positive part of our school community. I certainly felt called to be in this school. As long as I feel like that, I want to stay.”

A FIRST YEAR TEACHER’S 
PERSPECTIVE
Written by Dr Alison Clifton (Good Counsel College Innisfail)
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Godstart is a Centacare Catholic Family Services post-Baptism Program designed 
to help parents with the essential early development of their child’s faith.  It assists 
parishes to keep in touch with families in the early years before their child enters 
school and enables parishes to take an active role in helping parents in teaching 
their child about the love of God.    

In wishing their child to be baptised, parents signify their commitment to raise 
that child within the Catholic community.  At that point the parents and the parish 
community commence a partnership to nurture the child’s relationship with God. 
The parish endeavours to provide links so that children and their families feel 
welcome and part of that community.

The Godstart Program consists of three stages.  Firstly the program focuses on the 
child’s first and second birthdays.  Accompanying the first birthday card, a leaflet 
invites parents and other family members to begin the custom of blessing the child 
as an initial stage in developing simple prayer rituals.  The leaflet accompanying 
the second birthday card encourages the lighting on the baptismal candle to signify 
God’s presence in their home.

The second stage is designed around the child’s third birthday when the parents are invited to join a small family group. The main aim 
of the group is for parents to share ideas about ways children can respond to God in their lives and also to support one another. Four 
activity cards encourage conversations about how to recognise God in our lives.

The final stage is intended to encourage regular prayer in the family, and to assist with this the child is given a small prayer book on 
his/her fourth birthday.  Formal education will soon commence where the school is a potential partner in the child’s continuing faith 
development.

GODSTART PROGRAM AT ST 
FRANCIS XAVIER’S PARISH
Written by Peter Buckley

THINKING OF GOING ON 
PILGRIMAGE?

CONTACT US NOW TO RESERVE A COPY  

OF OUR NEW 2015 BROCHURE!

P I L G R I M A G E S

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT HARVEST ON 

1800 819 156 OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

WWW.HARVESTPILGRIMS.COM

* Costs have been based on prices as at 31 October 2013 and must remain subject to change without notice based on currency exchange rates,  
departure city and minimum group size contingency. Prices are based on twin share or double rooming. 
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ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Annual Memorial Services were held at Villanova on the 18th July and 
Warrina Innisfail on the 1st August in cooperation with Pastoral Care 
Associates Kathy Buosi and Lorraine Van Ballegooyen [pictured].

Family, friends, residents, members of the Board of Warrina Innisfail 
and staff gathered together to remember those residents who have 
died in the past twelve months.

“It was very clear that the Home itself welcomed the opportunity given to 
the residents and the families of the grieved to come together in prayerful 
remembrance of their time spent in what is really a wonderful facility 
for the aged and disabled” said Jim Arnell.” He continued “the friends 
with whom I attended had lost a husband and father in the previous 
December and they were most appreciative of the chance they were given 
to reflect and be thankful for the life of their loved one.” 

The service offers an opportunity to reflect on the special times that 
all gathered have shared together, times of joy and sadness, times that 
have become etched in our memories, of words spoken, of care given 
and love shared. 

It was also a time to aid healing and enable those present to see light 
in their grief; to give thanks for the giftedness of each person and for 
the gift of sharing their life journey at Villanova and Warrina Innisfail.

These services were well attended and appreciated. 

Those we love don’t go away; they walk beside us every day.
Unseen, unheard, but always near,

still loved, still missed and very dear.
-Author Unknown

Written by Lorraine Van Ballegooyen and Kathy Buosi (Pastoral Support Services)

70-76 Maher Road, Gordonvale, Qld 4865 
www.heritagebradyfunerals.com.au   4056 1627 

Celebrating Life  Giving Thanks 

Funeral Home | Crematorium | 300 Seat 

Air Conditioned Chapel | After Funeral 

Catering Facilities | Large Off Street Car 

Parking | Quiet Peaceful Surroundings  

Burial  |  Cremation  |  Pre Paid Funerals   

A Catholic Family serving all areas of the Cairns Diocese 

Locally Owned and Operated by the Heritage Family 
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AUSTRALIAN CATECHUMENATE 
CONFERENCE
Written by Kay Morrow & Janice Hunt

Over the weekend of the 7-10 August, 140 Religious and laity 
attended the Biennial National RCIA Conference [Rite of Christian 
Initiation] held at the Chifley Hotel in Townsville. Quite a few 
delegates from the Cairns diocese attended and greatly appreciated 
the keynote addresses, workshops and opportunities to network 
with others.

Beginning on Thursday evening the Conference was opened with 
a moving liturgy led by the ACN Executive, Townsville planning 
committee and Bishop Paul Bird CSsR from Ballarat, followed by 
the opening address given by Chairman Darren McDowell.  The 
evening finished with some convivial time when friendships were 
made and renewed.

The theme of the Conference was Celebrating Initiation: RCIA into 
the 21st Century focusing on Liturgy, Ministry and Mission. The 
keynote speaker from Kansas City Missouri, Rev Dr Paul Turner 

spoke on these topics of Liturgy, Ministry and Mission; one each 
day in the keynote and further developing them in workshops.  
Many other workshops were available including Music for the rites; 
the RCIA Journey with Children; and Dismissal is Mystagogical; all 
practical and informative in nature.

On Saturday a Vigil Mass was celebrated at St Patrick’s Cathedral 
with a bus laid on for those of us not wanting to climb the hill!  
Beautiful singing voices raised the Cathedral roof.  This was 
followed by the conference dinner, music, singing and a few 
speeches.

Finishing at lunchtime on Sunday with the closing liturgy, lunch 
and promises to see everyone in Perth in 2016, the delegates left 
after an uplifting and informative weekend.  We congratulate the 
ACN Executive and the Townsville planning Committee for a 
well-run conference.

RCIA Crew from Cairns  |  L-R Fr Barry Craig, Kay Morrow, Sr Mary-Ann Lennon, Fr Pat McKenna, Debbie Filippelli, Janice Hunt, Stephen Yearwood.  
Yolanda Bishop, Barbara Anderson, John Barns absent from photo

WHEN:  Friday the 31st of October
TIME:  6pm-9pm

Craft and cake stalls, Lucky Dip, Hoopla stall for both kids and adults, 
Grocery Bucket, Big Wheel and major raffle draw on the night.

All Welcome

SACRED HEART MISSION
THURSDAY ISLAND
ANNUAL FETE
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THE CAMINO DE SANTIAGO
Our walk across Spain
Written by Michael & Frances Schramm (Northern Beaches parish)

We are not your average adventure seeking travellers. Our previous 
travels had included sightseeing via organised tours and running 
from sight to sight on trains and buses. However, after a brief 
discussion about doing something different, we came across the 
Camino de Santiago, and so the adventure began.

Our journey began on Good Friday 2014 in St Jean Pied-de-port in 
France. The first two days of the 800km trek included crossing the 
Pyrenees. Each morning we would put on our backpacks and set 
off for our next destination. We walked about seven hours each day 
averaging about 25km a day. We followed in the footsteps of Julius 
Caesar and Napoleon; visited the tomb of Cesare Borgia, crossed 
numerous medieval bridges, appreciated the spring wildflowers 
and marvelled at the wonderful views all the way to Santiago.

They say the Camino can be broken into three parts. The first third 
being the physical challenge, the middle third is the emotional 
challenge and the last third being the spiritual challenge. And so 
it was for us. The blisters, sore knees and pains in the shoulders 
lingered for more than the first third, but we managed to find 
new coping mechanisms. The long flat walks across the Meseta 
gave us time to contemplate our lives, our relationships and our 
future goals. And after visiting many churches and monasteries, 
attending Masses, singing vespers and evening prayers with the 
monks, the final weeks provided us with an opportunity to reflect 
and renew our faith.

After trekking for a little over 5 weeks we arrived at the Cathedral 
at Santiago de Compostela. It was an emotional time - satisfaction 
knowing we had reached our destination but sadness knowing our 
journey was complete. We attended the midday pilgrims Mass at 
the Cathedral with thousands of other pilgrims and experienced 
the swinging botufumeria. We collected our certificates of 

completion [pictured] and were lucky enough to receive a special 
certificate to commemorate the 800th anniversary of the trek by St 
Francis of Assisi.

It truly was an exceptional experience. If you are contemplating a 
holiday adventure where you can meet new friends, experience a 
new culture and immerse yourself in adventure, history and faith, 
then we highly recommend walking the Camino de Santiago.

Buen Camino!

THANK YOU

DEAR FRIENDS AND BENEFACTORS OF CATHOLIC MISSION
With a million thanks and smile on our faces, we Sr. Clara and children of Marialaya come to greet you and thank you for your wonderful co-operation, 
collaboration, above all your generous gift in money and service to build up a big mansion for the poor abandoned street children of Marialaya.

It was indeed a great event Mr. Martin and Ms. Fifi Rashando to be present in the name of all of you to join us for the blessing and inauguration of 
the building.  I am sure by now you have received the news and seen the photos they brought.  I remembered each one of you and imagined that you 
were there to be present with us to enjoy the joy of seeing the children running about in a spacious place shouting, jumping, dancing to reveal their 
happiness in the New Home.

I have no words to thank you but you are in our hearts.  We pray for you.  We appreciate your dedication and generosity to help the poor and live the 
Gospel values. May God bless and reward you, and grant you His peace and joy and bless all your dear ones.

Do keep me in your prayers and I am in a new mission working in a Parish at Michaelpuram, hundreds of youth boys and girls, all Catholics and we are 
taking particular interest in teaching them Catechism and sacrament life. Basic Christian community meetings to strengthen the family life. Also coaching 
class for 10th std girls and boys 130, to improve their skills. I kindly request you to extend your help for my mission in the remote village. Where even 
basic needs are to be taken care. Hope your prayer assistance will help me to go ahead to face the challenges for Christ and the church. With every 
good wishes and prayer and lots of love and thanks. Sr. Clara

(Sr. Clara is the face of our Propagation of the Faith Appeal in 2013.  The Catholic Mission Annual Report for 2013/14 
has been distributed and the Cairns diocese has raised a total amount of $180,679 and received $38,000 to fund a 
local Home Mission Project.)
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KEEPING MY CULTURE STRONG

Malachi Songoro joins the St Andrews Catholic College community 
from the Cape as part of his scholarship with AFL Cairns – Cape 
York House (http://www.aflcapeyork.com.au)

I live in two different cultures. On my Island, Yam Island, we live 
in my traditional community, but in Cairns there are lots of traffic 
lights and roads. On my Island there’s no traffic lights or big sky 
scrapers. We have no fast food places only a general store to buy 
groceries. In Cairns there is a fast food shop or corner store on 
every street and big shopping centres. Cairns has different suburbs, 
but my Island in just one community. 

Written by Malachi Songoro

WOMEN COMING TOGETHER 
IN FAITH AND FRIENDSHIP
Written by Melanie Lindsay 

I must admit I like going shopping and having a Big Mac now and 
then but, I will never lose sight of my culture. My culture means 
so much because it has been passed down through generations in 
my family. My grandparents tell me stories of how things use to 
work back when they were young and it’s very different in today’s 
society. Things like traditional dancing and feasts rarely occur 
in Cairns that’s why I like travelling back up to the Island for the 
holidays.

I am happy to embrace both cultures, I have made so many friends 
here at St Andrews and have many opportunities in sporting 
events. I travelled a lot at the start of this year for AFL and hope 
one day I can make a career out of it. But I’m still happy to go up to 
my Island and see my family and get back into my culture. 
One of the ‘’rites of passage’’ that is coming up soon for me is 
getting my beard shaved off. This is a sign of when a boy is turning 
into a man. Before I get shaved I must go out in a dinghy with my 
uncle and spear a turtle or dugong. When I return to my island, 
my uncles then show me how to cut a turtle and then take me to 
a small hut to be shaved. There is to be no girls or women around 
while I am being shaved. When I have been shaved my uncles 
make a circle around me and walk me towards the hall where the 
big feast is going to happen. After this ceremony people recognise 
me as a young man not a boy. 

Mercy Mums is an initiative of the Atherton Parish for Mums of 
young children to gather for fellowship and encouragement.
The group was developed by three Mums of the Parish – Juana 
Adoberg, Anna Montgomery and Melanie Lindsay- all of whom 
shared a desire for faith-based fellowship outside the weekly Mass 
for themselves and their children.  They discovered how hard it 
often can be to concentrate at Mass whilst looking after little ones, 
so yearned for an opportunity to deepen their faith with other 
Catholic mums.

The women began meeting together regularly at their homes, 
but soon realised how much of a blessing it was to come together 
and pray and chat, that they wanted to share their group with the 
parish community.

Together they share a cuppa and chat over morning tea, followed by 
a discussion led by a member of the group or a guest speaker. Their 
discussions cover a broad range of topics related to motherhood, 
family life and relationships, and their spiritual lives. Special 
focus is also placed on the children, aiming to provide supervised 
activities such as Bible-based stories, craft activities or games. It 
provides an opportunity for the children to form friendships 
and grow with other Catholic children in contexts that give the 
Catholic faith a prominence. 

The group offers women a unique opportunity to be nurtured 
and supported in their Catholic journey, and seeks to promote 
the sense of not being alone in trying to stand by one’s Christian 
ideals. It follows in the footsteps of the Majellan Mothers group 
who provided similar support for the parish’s mums in past years.

Mercy Mums gives active witness to living in God’s grace, and 
as the name suggests, is a reflection of God’s abundant love and 
mercy in our lives.

For more information, contact athertonmercymums@gmail.com. 

Mercy Mum’s and children on the front steps of Atherton Presbytery
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What a fantastic night of praise and worship we had on Saturday 12th 
July 2014.  Tim Kirk (worship leader and guest speaker) from Disciples of 
Jesus Canberra led the enthusiastic group of about 110 people gathered to 
a blessed time of singing and worshiping.  He was supported by a group 
of other presenters from DOJ Canberra (including Sr Therese Mills from 
Cairns) together with Youth for Christ band who led us beautifully with 
their dynamic and joyful music.  The room was filled with the power and 
grace of the Holy Spirit and allowed people to freely express themselves 
in prayer and worship.

Tim gave a talk on the gifts of the Spirit and how we are being called 
to embrace them in our lives.  He gave a personal testimony of his 
participation to the last Charismatic Renewal Conference in Rome in 
June and where Pope Francis encouraged us to be at the service of the 
Church, to be dispensers of the grace of God and to remain close to 
Jesus through the Holy Spirit.  The Pope urged us to allow ourselves to 
be led in freedom by the Holy Spirit.  
There were prayer teams afterwards for anyone who wanted to be prayed 
over and again Youth for Christ gently facilitated this opportunity with 
music.  The night finished with supper and a time of fellowship.  People were eager for us 
(Disciples of Jesus Cairns and Couples for Christ) to organise another similar event.  

August the 11th is our Feast of Title for our Parish. After our usual 
Sunday 10.00am Mass at St Francis Xavier’s Church, West Cairns, 
around twenty of us made the journey up the mountain to the 
Shrine of Divine Mercy at Mercy Valley south of Mareeba.

Father Andrew OSPPE made us feel very welcome and told us 
something of his own life story and work and helped us understand 
the purpose of the Shrine at Mercy Valley. St Clare’s parishioners 
enjoyed a leisurely lunch in the beautiful grounds of the shrine 
overlooking the peaceful calm of the lake. The children had a great 
time chasing each other around the lawn.

After lunch it was time to begin the observance of St Clare’s Day in 
the Shrine Chapel. Solemn Evensong [Evening Prayer] was sung 
by our Fr sub- Deacon Kopel Gibuma. Parish priest Fr Gordon 
Barnier OLSC gave an address outlining the history, both high 
and low points, of the parish from its early days as an ‘Anglican 
Catholic’ parish to its present full communion with the Catholic 
Church in the Ordinariate of Our Lady of the Southern Cross. All 
that time it has been under the name of Clare of Assisi and her 
example and prayer.

We are pleased then to advise of the upcoming Praise and Worship Night on 
Saturday 11th October at 7.15pm at St Joseph’s School Hall, Parramatta Park.

Please join us for another grace-filled night.  All are welcome. 

Enquiries to John & Priscilla O’Brien

(0434 903 284 or 0429 475 825) - Disciples of Jesus Cairns.

HOLY SPIRIT RALLY - JULY 2014

ORDINARIATE PARISH OF 
ST CLARE, CAIRNS

Written by Priscilla & John O’Brien (Disciples of Jesus Cairns)

Written by Fr Gordon Barnier OLSC 

Fr Gordon concluded by pointing to the future in the Catholic 
Church and reminding everyone that St Clare’s Day this year was 
the start of a four week period leading up to the Feast of title of 
the whole Ordinariate, the solemnity of Our Lady of the Southern 
Cross on September 1st.

Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament concluded our celebration 
and after some typically gracious words of farewell by Fr. Andrew 
and like our Lord and the three disciples after the Transfiguration 
we ‘came down from the mountain’ and like them a bit reluctant to 
leave a place of beauty, peace, prayer and spiritual experience.



We remember those who have died from our parishes

Fr Peter McHugh    2nd July  [Mareeba]
George Tsakisiris    8th July  [Tully]
Josephine Saffioti   12th July  [Babinda]
Angelo Fichera      14th July  [Innisfail]
Alan Wallis    14th July  [Mareeba]
Thora McDowall   15th July  [Mareeba]
Tennyson Stevens   16th July  [Cathedral]
Patricia Hodge    16th July  [Atherton]
Maria Brievnik    21st July  [Mareeba]
Dr Robert Lanskey   24th July  [Mossman-Port Douglas]
Domenico Trimarchi   30th July  [Atherton]
Myles Halpin    30th July  [Innisfail]
Catherine (Lena) Nucifora  2nd August  [Innisfail]
Francis Geraghty   2nd August  [Mareeba]
Jane Adams    4th August  [Atherton]
Saxon Maingay    6th August  [Tully]
Dennis Hogan    6th August  [Tully]
Andreina Squarci   7th August  [Innisfail]
Francesca Curcio   8th August  [Atherton]
Benedetta Piccolo  12th August  [Innisfail]
Elsa Penna   13th August  [Tully] 
Thyra Mooi   13th August  [Innisfail] 
Joyce Mumford   15th August  [Mossman-Port Douglas]
Andrew Mcleish   16th August  [Ravenshoe]
Raffaele (Ralph) Caravella 18th August  [Cathedral]
Maria Batticciotto  30th August  [Tully]
Leslie Morton   30th August  [Mareeba]
Patricia Martin   31st August  [North Cairns]
Patricia Bonetti   1st September  [Mossman-Port Douglas]
Fratric (Tony) Bacic  4th September  [Tully]
Giuseppina (Lydia) Barbi 5th September  [Babinda]

“When someone you love becomes a memory, the memory becomes a treasure.”
Author Unknown

An Irish Blessing
May the road rise to meet you.

May the wind be always at your back.
May the sunshine warm upon your face.

May the rains fall upon your fields.
And until we meet again,

May God hold you in the hollow of His hand.
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editorial staff. All photos used in this issue are used for the sole purpose of the magazine, with the permission of those 
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