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CAIRNS DIOCESAN NEWS
JULY 2015
From the outback, through the rainforest to the sea

The ‘ANZAC Reflections’ event officially opened with Ian Moore [pictured], well known Cairns Piper, on the steps
of the Bishop’s House on Tuesday 21st April 2015

RECENT APPOINTMENTS IN THE CAIRNS DIOCESE as at 1st April 2015
Fr Saju Joseph CFIC - Pastor of the Thursday Island/Torres Strait
parish. Bishop Foley expressed his appreciation for the priests
who have been regularly visiting the parish and especially Fr Karel
Duivenvoorden who has coordinated this pastoral care.
Fr Paul Muthoottil CFIC - Pastor of the Parramatta Park parish
(St. Joseph’s).

Fr Joby Jose CFIC - Chaplain to the growing Indian Catholic
community in the diocese.
Fr Tony Lumukso - Pastoral administrator of the Silkwood parish (St
John the Evangelist), and continues his chaplaincy work at St. Andrew’s
College and in the Filipino Catholic community in the diocese.

BISHOP’S MESSAGE

I understand that the letter, (reproduced below) published in the Cairns Post after my visit to the
local mosque, Saturday 28th March 2015, has caused some comment and concern:
Letter to the Editor 30th of March

Thanks to our local Islamic community. Many of
us were well welcomed to the Cairns mosque last
Saturday.
It was so good to share friendship, food and above
all our search for The One God – the common
heritage of Judaism, Christianity and Islam: the
God of Abraham, Isaac, Joseph and Moses.
I was fortunate to be there for prayer in the middle
of the day – about a quarter of an hour standing,
kneeling, facing towards Mecca (though I moved
a few degrees east – somewhere mid-way between
Mecca and Jerusalem!).
The Jewish and Christian prayer traditions turn to
God in psalms and silent prayer at the beginning of
each day, mid-morning, mid-day, dusk and night.
The grounds for so writing draws its authority from the Second
Vatican Council’s Declaration on the Relationships of the Church
to Non-Christian Religions (Nostra Aetate 1965) par. 3.
Upon the Moslems, too, the Church looks with esteem. They adore
one God, living and enduring, merciful and all-powerful, Maker
of heaven and earth and Speaker to men. They strive to submit
wholeheartedly even to His inscrutable decrees, just as did Abraham,
with whom the Islamic faith is pleased to associate itself. Though they
do not acknowledge Jesus as God, they revere Him as a prophet. They
also honour Mary, His virgin mother: at times they call on her, too,
with devotion. In addition they await the day of judgement when
God will give each person their due after raising them up.

We might be called God botherers – yet we are
only that because God bothers about each of us in
all our differences and difficulties.
And our differences need to be recognised: Jews
still await God’s full self-revelation; Christians
believe that has been realised in Jesus Christ;
while Muslims believe this was achieved later in
the prophecies of the Prophet Mohammed.
There is a guiding principle in inter-religious
meeting: never compare our best with their worst
– or conversely.
There on Saturday there was a shared shame that
angry extremists, cult-fanatics, in each of our
traditions, may be obscuring the very face of God!!
+ James Foley
BISHOP OF CAIRNS

Consequently, they prize the moral life, and give worship to God
especially through prayer, almsgiving, and fasting.
Although in the course of the centuries many quarrels and hostilities
have arisen between Christian and Moslems, this most sacred Synod
urges all to forget the past and to strive sincerely for mutual understanding. On behalf of all humankind, let them make common cause
of safeguarding and fostering social justice, moral values, peace, and
freedom.
These words, now fifty (50) years old, have even greater urgency in
our own more troubled times.

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON
Dear James
I am absolutely amazed at the generosity of your Diocese to the
people of Rockhampton in the wake of Cyclone Marcia. I thank
you, personally, and the people of the Diocese of Cairns for
their welcome support. the money is already being distributed
to many famlies who have suffered the loss of property. the gift
has been of tremendous help to many people.

With many thanks.
Yours sincerely
Bishop Micheal McCarthy
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MEET OUR STAFF - PROFESSIONAL
STANDARDS UNIT

Written by Ann Barr (Student Protection Officer)

A recent organisational restructure within Catholic Education
Services has seen the creation of a Professional Standards Unit
formed in collaboration with the Diocese of Cairns. While the
unit sits within the structure of Catholic Education, and has direct
reporting responsibilities to the Executive Director of Catholic
Education Services, the scope of the unit includes providing
support to Diocesan services as well as schools. The focus is to
provide support throughout the Diocese in relation to professional
conduct, ethical practice, child protection and complaints
management.
One of the key aims is to work collaboratively with Catholic
services to develop strategic approaches and build capacity which
supports high professional standards and conduct, including an
understanding and ability to demonstrate ethical behaviour and
exemplary child protection practices. The Unit will not only
be responsible for assisting in the response to allegations and
complaints, but will also be actively focused on developing and
maintaining a culture of awareness that minimises risk of harm to
children, young people and vulnerable adults.
The Professional Standards Unit is staffed by a Professional
Standards Manager (Mark Pollock – pictured), Student Protection
Officer (Ann Barr) and an Administration Officer (yet to
commence) and a short bio on Mark is provided below:

The manager will handle the complaints management process for
all Diocesan entities and provide investigation services in relation
to complaints and employee grievances, while operating within a
framework of restorative justice. The Diocesan Truth, Justice and
Healing Committee will also be provided executive support by the
Professional Standards Manager.
The Student Protection Officer position, which is an existing
position that has been relocated to the Professional Standards Unit,
will continue to provide support to schools and staff in the area of
child protection, including maintaining reporting obligations and
resource development.
Staff can be contacted by phoning Catholic Education Services (07
4050 9700) until their relocation to 18 Balaclava Road, Earlville
[pictured], next to Our Lady Help of Christian’s Parish Centre. It is
anticipated that this location will provide a welcoming space which
is easily accessed and allows for a high degree of confidentiality.

Mark spent his childhood and adolescent years in Cairns
attending St Francis Xavier School and St Mary’s Catholic
College prior to completing tertiary studies at James Cook
University. Mark then moved to Brisbane, furthering his
qualifications with a law degree. He comes to the Diocese
of Cairns with a wealth of experience having completed
Articles of Clerkship in a private firm before working in
the Office of Director of Public Prosecutions where he
progressed to the level of Crown Prosecutor. Thereafter
Mark was also a Principal Legal Officer in the Registration
and Professional Conduct Unit of the Queensland College of
Teachers, and at the Legal Services Commission. Mark left
his most recent position as Principal Lawyer at the Crime
and Corruption Commission to commence employment
with the Diocese of Cairns. Mark is accompanied by his
wife, Rachelle who is also a lawyer, and their very energetic
two and a half year old son, Benjamin.
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CAIRNS DIOCESE CELEBRATES

THE YEAR OF CONSECRATED LIFE
An invitation was extended for all parishioners to attend a
Thanksgiving Mass with Bishop James Foley and the clergy
of the Diocese of Cairns on Friday 10th of July in St Monica’s
Cathedral.
The Thanksgiving Mass was an opportunity for our diocesan
clergy to thank members of Religious Orders who have served
and continue to serve in valuable ministries across the diocese.
It was an official occasion to recognise and appreciate the
unique contribution made by all past and present brothers,
sisters, priests and deacons to the life of the Local Church in the

Cairns Diocese:
Good Samaritan Sisters; Little Company of Mary; Franciscan
Sisters; Christian Brothers; Missionary Sisters of Service;
Patrician Brothers; Sacred Heart Sisters (OLSH); Missionary
of the Sacred Heart Fathers; Scalabrinian Fathers; Sisters of
Mercy; Marist Brothers; St John of God Brothers; Holy Spirit
Missionary Sisters; Sisters of St Joseph; Handmaids of our
Lord; Augustinian Fathers; Carmelite Fathers; Franciscans
OFM; Order of St Paul the First Hermit (Pauline Fathers) and
the newly arrived Congregation of the Sons of the Immaculate
Conception CFIC.
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CATHOLIC EDUCATION COMMEMORATES

ANZAC REFLECTIONS EVENT
21ST & 22ND OF APRIL

(Extract - written by Lee McMaster Principal, St Andrews Catholic College)
The ‘ANZAC Reflections’ event brought together the Catholic schools of the Cairns Diocese in cooperation with the Cairns RSL, the
Cairns Historical Society and with the support of Bishop James Foley, the Federal Member for Leichardt, Mr Warren Entsch and the
Federal Government, Mr Bill Dixon, Executive Director of Catholic Education Services, Cairns and his team, and the Principals, staff
and students of the participating Diocesan schools and Colleges. This event was the vision of the College’s Head of Music, Maureen
Cameron and Head of Instrumental Music, Bryan Hurdley. It was also one of the largest commemorative events in Cairns to honour
the ANZAC centenary.
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ANZAC 100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
WORLD’S BIGGEST POPPY
- ANZAC CENTENARY

Written by Kevin Browning (Principal)

Gallipoli was not our first military operation abroad, nor was it
the most costly in terms of human loss; yet it is by far and away
the most revered…
So why Gallipoli; why not the courageous acts of The Rats of
Tobruk or the young men who paid the ultimate sacrifice on
the Western Front? Perhaps it was the fact that Federation had
encouraged national unity among the armed forces, giving birth
to the idea of mateship. Perhaps it was the fact that many soldiers
were unaware of the harsh landscape they would have to endure
had they survived the initial landing. Or perhaps it was the fact
that the majority of our diggers were not professionals, but in
some cases boys not much older than any of us.

In commemoration of the centenary of the ANZAC’s, St.
Therese’s School community gathered in a significant and
poignant remembrance event in honour of the many men and
women who have defended our country over the last 100 years.
On the Thursday before ANZAC Day, staff and students

797 954 assembled on the school oval to create an image of the World’s

Biggest Poppy. This was captured through aerial photography
as a special way for our school to memorialise this important
ANZAC anniversary.
The symbol of the poppy was chosen as it has become known as
the flower of remembrance, after it was one of the first plants to
grow on the devastated battlefields of France and Belgium after
World War 1. It represents the sacrifice so many have made in
defence of justice and peace for Australia, and keeps alive the
memory of the fallen.
Taking part in the World’s Biggest Poppy event offered a unique
opportunity for our community to show our respect for, and
reflect on, the contributions of all those who have given up so
much in so many different ways throughout the world in defence
of our way of life in Australia.

The Anzac Spirit was epitomized in the deeds of Simpson with
his donkey at Gallipoli - comradeship, courage and sacrifice:
others before self. It also encompasses the laughter, the pride and
the love of life that is in every Australian. At Gallipoli, men from
all backgrounds and classes from the newly federated Australia
created the essence of what it means to be Australian - courage
under fire, grace under pressure and giving a hand to a mate. In
the face of such adversity and loss, a flame was kindled on the
battlefields of Gallipoli a century ago, a flame that continues to
burn in the heart of all Australians and New Zealander’s alike;
that flame was the Anzac spirit. LEST WE FORGET
(After Nicholas’ speech a memorial plaque [pictured] was unveiled
by Mr Ted Shambrook ex- student 1938-44 and Commanding
officer of the 51st Battalion 1971-74 and current student Angus
Moore whose great grandfathers were both involved in the Great
War and the Gallipoli campaign.)

ST AUGUSTINE’S COLLEGE
REMEMBERS THE ANZAC’S
(Extract of speech given by Prefect Nicholas Sibree,
St Augustine’s College Anzac assembly)
On a dark and still night 100 years past, thousands of young
Australian and New Zealand men waited in boats off the
Gallipoli peninsula, unaware of the Turkish force that would
meet them on arrival, and oblivious to the eight month campaign
that would ensue. It was this same devastating campaign that
gave birth to the Anzac spirit, typified by optimism in the face of
incredible odds, loyalty and self-sacrifice; qualities we still hold
in the highest regard today.
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GALLIPOLI TOUR 2015

Written by Matisse Reed (Year 10, student St Monica’s College)

were required to present a five minute video which showed what
the Anzac spirit meant to them and how the future generations can
continue the ANZAC legacy.
Bridget’s presentation included an interview with retired
Vietnam War veteran, Colonel Peter Sibree who recounted his
experiences fighting for Australia. Bridget’s research also took her
to the Tableland area: the Avenue of Honour, Rocky Creek War
Memorial, Atherton War Cemetery and Mareeba War Museum.
When Bridget was told she had won a place on the historic tour to
Gallipoli she said, “I actually cried, it was such as honour.”

Aoife Colvill and Bridget Andresen

Two very excited, but jetlagged St Monica’s College students,
returned from Anzac Cove with tales of their incredible experience
in Gallipoli. Aoife Colvill [Year 10] and Bridget Andresen [Year
12] both recounted the feeling of pride, honour and incredible
sadness they felt at the 100 year commemoration.
Bridget and Aoife were two of the 70 Queensland students, who
were recipients of the 2015 Premier’s Anzac Prize. The students

Aoife’s winning video entry, included her performing the Last
Post, which guaranteed her a place on the tour and led to her
being offered the opportunity to play the Last Post at Anzac Cove
and Villers-Bretonneux ceremonies. Both ceremonies were held to
commemorate soldiers who were killed during conflicts of World
War 1. Aoife said “I can’t deny it, I was very nervous about playing
the bugle, but I felt I could contribute in some way toward the trip
and thinking about the meaning of Anzac brought more emotion
into my playing.”
The journey took them through Turkey, France and Belgium where
they spent some time travelling through cities including Istanbul,
Ypres, Brussels, Gallipoli, Paris and the Somme. They enjoyed
being typical tourists and explored the cities, hired tandem bikes
in Bruges, made lots of new friends and took lots of “selfies”. They
were both in agreement it was a once in a lifetime experience
neither will ever forget.

Retirement Planning
“We guarantee you satisfaction”
If you are over 50 and have not yet started to plan your retirement...
do it now. Almost every client says the same thing to me, “if only I
had come to see you sooner”.
• Retirement Goals –Is it travelling, fishing spending more time
with family?
• Accessing your Super- Avoid the traps.
• Transition to Retirement – Access your super while you are still
working.
• Convert your Super to an Income Stream – Doing it the right way
• Centrelink Aged Pension – We do all that for you too
• Protect your Wealth – Making sure it lasts the distance
Call us now and you can have your own
personal financial planner – 40 521 950
Your first meeting is cost and obligation free*
Shane Tibbs* is a Suncorp Certified
Financial Planner at 206 Buchan Street,
Cairns. He has 27 years experience, helping
people achieve their goals and retiring with
a brighter future.

William, Darcy and Alisha Davy

“St Andrew’s students thought very carefully for this
year as it is the 100th year anniversary of ANZAC Day.
The students made 800 cards that all have their own
special message written in them. Poppies were made too
and lovingly all hand coloured. All the cards were given
to all RSL members in Cairns. Lest We Forget”

Phone: 07 40521950
Email: reception@stafinancial.com.au
www.stafinancial.com.au
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ORDER IN PROFILE - THE SISTERS
OF MERCY IN THE CAIRNS DIOCESE

Written by Sr Rovena Duffy RSM

The steady growth of the population in the Far North saw many
more schools built and staffed by Sisters - St Thomas’s Mareeba in
1901; St Patrick’s Herberton in 1910 and St Nicholas’s Chillagoe
in 1914. Mt St Bernard in 1921, (owned and staffed by the
Sisters), St Joseph’s Atherton 1923, St Michael’s Gordonvale in
1923, St Rita’s Babinda in 1926, St Therese’s Edmonton in 1929,
St Joseph’s Parramatta Park, the school in 1927 and convent by
1947, St Augustine’s Mossman in 1934, Mother of Good Counsel
North Cairns, the school in 1936 and convent in 1947, St Theresa’s
Ravenshoe in 1950, Our Lady Help of Christians Earlville in 1964.
In 1968, the Bishop of the Cairns, Bishop Thomas Cahill DD,
asked Sister Mary Oliver O Halloran RSM, the Superior of the
Cairns Sisters of Mercy, to send Sisters to the Sacred Heart School
on Thursday Island, which had been managed and staffed by the
Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart OLSH. The Torres
Strait had incorporated into the Cairns Diocese from the Diocese
of Darwin. It was now easier to serve the people of the Torres Strait
from Cairns.

This is a photo of the first Sisters who arrived in
Cooktown in 1888. The photo was taken in England
on their way to Australia.

In the years immediately prior to 1888, the Bishop of the Vicariate
of Cooktown, Bishop John Hutchinson OSA realised that the
immigrants arriving in Cooktown to join the frenzy of the Palmer
River Gold Rush, in varying capacities, were poor and unable
to adequately educate their children. He decided, while visiting
Ireland and after advice from his fellow Augustinian priests in
Dungarvan County, Waterford, to approach the Sisters of Mercy
and ask them to come to Cooktown.

After 1970, the Sisters in the Cairns Diocese began to give more
responsibility of leadership in the schools to others and the schools
gradually became staffed predominantly by lay teachers. This
coincided in part with government subsidies for the part payment
of teachers’ wages in catholic schools and the reduced number of
young women entering religious life. The Sisters of Mercy set the
ground work for the schools of today and are still connected with
education in the diocese in varying capacities.

In the spirit of Catherine McAuley, who founded the Congregation
in 1831, the Sisters at the Convent of Mercy Dungarvan, County
Waterford gave their consent for Sisters to travel to Cooktown.
Every sister in the community volunteered to take the arduous
journey, however five Sisters were chosen according to their
qualifications: management (Mother M de Sales), financial
administration (Sr M Josephine), music (Sr M Joseph), education
(Sr M Evangelist), domestic organisation and home economics (Sr
M Rodriguez).

The Sisters of Mercy were responsible for owning and staffing
Bethlehem Home for the Aged from 1967 until 1996. In 2015, the
Institute of Sisters of Mercy of Australia and Papua New Guinea Mercy Health, purchased Holy Spirit Westcourt which comprises
the Bethlehem Nursing Centre, Coral Sea Gardens Retirement
Village, and Holy Spirit Mary Potter. In a wonderful homecoming,
Bethlehem Home was previously operated by the former Cairns
Congregation of the Sisters of Mercy and is now part of the new
Institute. Mercy Health forms a strong bond with the local Sisters
and with other services in the area including Mercy Partners.

The daily organization of the ministry of the Sisters of Mercy at
St Mary’s Cooktown followed the model developed by the Sisters
throughout Ireland. The Sisters in Cooktown introduced the basic
educational subjects necessary in the school and broadened their
curriculum to include the arts and music. Some students boarded
at the Convent and the school soon became both a primary and
high school. In the years following, other Convents sprang up and
adapted to local needs; the Sisters working closely with the Bishop
of the time and local people.
Weathering economic downturns, population shifts and cyclones,
the Sisters kept up their morale, despite the tropical heat, with its
humidity and high temperatures. The Sisters were heard to say they
had only one prayer, “Lord send us a breeze!” At the invitation of
Fr Murray OSA in 1892, Sister M Evangelist Morrissey travelled to
Cairns to continue the education of the children at the established
school of St Monica’s. The Secondary College was opened in 1933.

During and since the late 1970s, the Sisters have owned and staffed
the Seville Mercy Conference Centre at Earlville which is now used
by many organizations throughout Cairns and the tableland areas.
In addition to pastoral work in parishes in the diocese, the Sisters
continue to be active in ministering to spiritual needs, education,
hospitals, care homes and the homeless.
After December 2011, the Cairns sisters of Mercy joined the newly
formed Institute of Sisters of Mercy of Australia and Papua New
Guinea. Sister Bev Strong RSM became the Community leader of
the Northern Community of the Institute, to which the Sisters in
Cairns now belong.
The Institute comprises over nine hundred Sisters whose ministries
employ thousands and also engages just a few in smaller local
concerns. The ministries of the Sisters of Mercy throughout
continues next page
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Australia and Papua New Guinea fall under the major mission
areas of Indigenous, Community Services, Health, Education,
Community Development, Justice and Advocacy, Refugees and
Asylum Seekers, Eco Spirituality, Prayer and Presence, Ministry
Support Services, Communications and Multimedia.
The Sisters of Mercy in the Cairns Diocese, united as one with the
Board of McAuley Ministries and the local Mercy Ministries Far
North Queensland, is part of a continuing development of Mercy
proclaiming the Gospel through the vision of Venerable Catherine
McAuley.
“Whatever and wherever our ministry is, we are part of the one
mercy mission, part of the ongoing mission of the compassionate
Jesus.” (Institute of Sisters of Mercy of Australia and Papua New
Guinea, Constitutions.4.03)

Chapter Group in 2010
BACK: Sisters Annastasia Murray, Doreen O’Meara, Ines Demartini,
Therese Masterson, Pat O’Shea, Irene Masterson, Catherine Coyne,
Pamela Bourke, Christina Randle, Bridget Murray MIDDLE: Sisters
Rovena Duffy, Mary McHugh, Pam Thompson (deceased) Brigid Foley,
Mary- Ann Lennon, Carmel Doran, Mairead Murray, Rita O’Malley,
Anne Moule. FRONT: Patricia Butterfield, Margaret Rush (deceased),
Sister Mary of Mercy Wallwork, Faye Kelly, Lauretta Baker RSJ
(Facilitator), Marie Masterson, Pam Murray.

DEDICATION AND DETERMINATION
PRODUCE RESULTS

Written by Peter Buckley

the centre is being met. Several very successful and enjoyable
activities have been held already this year thanks to the organising
team, volunteers and supporters. These include sausage sizzles,
Mothers’ Day Raffle, State of Origin Football Doubles and the
recent spectacular Cent Sale [pictured]. In total, these initiatives
have raised over $7000 towards this year’s target, and enhanced
our sense of community in the parish by bringing many people
together.

Estelle Dan, Grace Donnelly, Felicity Maxa and Elizabeth Hoare

“Getting involved” is the name of the game around St Francis
Xavier’s Parish lately. The new Parish Centre has been built, but
there is still much to be done to ensure that everything is in
readiness for when Bishop James Foley will bless and open Xavier
Centre after the 8:00am Mass on Sunday, June 28. We are fortunate
indeed to have so many willing to share their talents, time and
treasure to promote community and attain the goals which have
been set. Also working bees have ensured great results with
landscaping and cleaning in order to have the centre and church
sparkling for the anticipated opening.

The remaining magnificent raintree that has stood as sentinel and
shade [pictured] over the church (and dairy farm before that) has
unfortunately reached a stage where safety is a concern. Cairns
Regional Council has proposed the construction of a footpath
along the Mayers Street frontage, and will remove the tree when
work commences and then revegetate the area. Parishioners are
grateful to the Council for undertaking this work.
Another failed wet season and a looming El Nino weather event
will mean continuing tough times for many families in the drought
affected Gulf Savannah region of our diocese. Deacon Peter de
Haas, his wife, Angela, and their daughter Alicia, will soon be
visiting the area and St Francis Xavier’s parishioners are preparing
a variety of goods into hampers for distribution to families in
the affected region, assuring the recipients of our practical and
prayerful support.

A dedicated team has been working for some time now to ensure
the financial commitment made for the ongoing funding of

Church and new Xavier Centre shaded by the soon-to-be-removed raintree.

Cent Sale afternoon tea volunteers - Margaret Radlof, Marie Maher,
Elaine Sawyer and Lyn Kelly.
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NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK

Written by Jennifer King (Indigenous Liaison Officer, St Monica’s College)

May 27 1967 - Marks the anniversary of Australia’s most successful
referendum and a defining event in our nation’s history. The 1967
referendum saw over 90 per cent of Australians vote to give the
Commonwealth the power to make laws for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples and recognise them in the national census.
June 3 1992 - The High Court of Australia delivered its landmark
Mabo decision which legally recognised that Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples have a special relationship to the land - that
existed prior to colonisation and still exists today. This recognition
paved the way for land rights called Native Title.
At the time of writing this article, St Monica’s College will be unveiling
an ‘organic participatory painting’ which students contributed to by
painting their hand design on what Reconciliation represents to
them. Sue Reys, local artist and past student of the College designed
the painting.
National Reconciliation Week is a time for indigenous and nonindigenous communities to acknowledge and understand that
Australian Indigenous culture existed prior to colonialism and
how government decisions impact the Aboriginal and TSI people
both in the past and present. It’s a time for all Australians to learn
about our shared histories, cultures and achievements and to
explore how each of us can join the national reconciliation effort.
This year’s theme is “it’s time to change up” and it challenges us to
stop racism and celebrate and embrace indigenous culture instead.
Reconciliation Week is celebrated across Australia each year
between 27 May and 3 June. The dates commemorate two significant
milestones in the reconciliation journey - the anniversaries of the
successful 1967 referendum and the High Court Mabo decision.

The design in the centre of the canvas incorporates 3 symbols - the
dolphin, healing leaves and water ripples. The dolphin represents
inner wisdom and willing desire to explore colonisation from the
perception of our Aboriginal people; the healing leaves symbolise
dedication to oppose injustice and rejoice in celebrating with pride
one of the longest surviving Aboriginal cultures in the world.
The concept behind the design is to communicate that even the
smallest actions, change of behaviour or thoughts can have a ripple
effect - a ripple effect that brings healing, respect and pride to
community. The painting will be installed in the reading area at the
Dungarven Learning Centre and the official unveiling will be held
on Wednesday 10 June.
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CAIRNS VINNIES 2015 COMMUNITY SLEEPOUT

Written by Vito Cuzzubbo

it is like to sleep rough and allows them to understand the very issue
they are helping to resolve. The involvement of our community in
sleeping out and fundraising will provide an insight into how the
money raised will make a positive difference in our community.
So please help us to assist those less fortunate by coming on board
and being part of a caring and inclusive Christian community: For
Jesus said “Whatever you do to the least of my people, you do it to
me.”
You can register to sleepout, seek sponsorship, sponsor a friend,
family member or encourage people to join the sleepout. If you
operate a business you might consider donating an item to be
auctioned on the night of the sleepout. Another way to support
the event might be to come along to the auction and bid for items.
All funds raised stay right here in the Cairns area.

2014 SVDP Sleepout

The St Vincent de Paul Society Sleepout Committee is currently
engaged in organising their sleepout for Friday 28th August 2015,
commencing at 5.30pm. Last year was the first time that the
sleepout was held in Cairns. It was a low key event as the committee
members went cautiously into unknown territory.

As this is an experiential event, you will be sleeping rough just
as the homeless do. Please bring cardboard or sleeping bag and
appropriate clothing. A basic meal to emulate the homeless,
sausage on bread will be provided for the evening meal and tea or
coffee will be available.

This year, armed with last years’ experience and success, the
committee is hopeful of bringing the whole community together;
bringing home the message that poverty and homelessness exist in
our own back yard. It is hoped the sleepout will become an annual
event. There are approximately 2,000 homeless people, both male
and female, on any given night in our fair city of Cairns.

Please note, this is an over 18+ event and no alcohol is allowed.
You need to register to participate in the sleepout. Go to our web
site at www.communitysleepout.org.au or phone our St. Vincent
de Paul Society’s office on 40 338 300, between the hours of 9am
to 4pm Monday to Friday. The venue for this year’s sleepout is
Ivanhoe’s Football Club and Grounds, located at Leisure Park
Road, Trinity Park.

The sleepout allows the participants to experience first-hand what

ANZAC COMMEMORATIONS FROM A
RETIRED ARMY CHAPLAIN’S PERSPECTIVE

Written by Tricia Lee (Information Services & Resource Officer, St Joseph’s Atherton)
Fr John Newman OAM,
Pastor Emeritus of St
Joseph’s parish, Atherton
had a very busy time
leading up to Anzac
Day. He moved into his
new place of residence,
Carinya, after living
the past twenty year at
the church presbytery,
and attended school
functions in Atherton
and Herberton, as well
as celebrating Anzac
Day Mass and attending
the local Anzac Day
Parade [pictured].
After moving residence, his first visit was to St Joseph’s parish
school library to visit the Remembrance Room dedicated to
commemorating 100 years since the landing at Gallipoli and all
wars since. Fr Newman, a retired army chaplain, enjoyed looking
at the array of Australian wartime artefacts, as well as seeing
his Uncle, Edward Newman’s items on display. Private Edward

Newman enlisted in the 1st A.I.F 9th Battalion on 8th November
1915.
On Friday morning, 24th April, Fr Newman visited Mt St
Bernard College, Herberton and Friday afternoon he visited St
Joseph’s school. At both school Anzac ceremonies he was the
guest speaker. In his address to students, staff and parents he
reminded us all that “we owe the ANZACs an enormous debt of
gratitude for the precious peace that we enjoy in Australia, a peace
which the unfortunate people of Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq and the
50 million refugees worldwide, who are fleeing the ravages of war,
would so dearly love to have right now”
On Saturday morning, 25th April, Fr Newman presided the
9am Anzac Day Mass at St Joseph’s church. Last year at this
same Anzac Day Mass Fr Newman was of the firm belief that
it would be the last time he would have the privilege to do so.
This year, Fr Newman, almost 83 years of age, said “thankfully
and God willing it will be my privilege to celebrate this Mass with
the Atherton community at least one more time.” After presiding
at Mass, Fr Newman attended the local main Anzac Day Parade
in Atherton. It was his privilege here to ask the community of
Atherton to join him in a prayer for world peace and asked all to
pray the Lord’s Prayer.
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TWO NEW CATHOLIC SCHOOLS TO OPEN IN 2016

CATHOLIC EDUCATION MEDIA RELEASE (APRIL 2015)
Bishop James said the name of the college at Mt Peter paid tribute to
Australia’s first saint, Mary MacKillop, now formally known as St Mary
of the Cross MacKillop. The Weipa school name reflects that of the Parish
it belongs to, and honours the unwavering support of parishioners who
have worked hard towards the school’s opening.
Construction is underway for an estimated completion date of the end of
October (Weipa) and early November (Mt Peter). The $5.57M (Mt Peter)
and $6.15M (Weipa) projects will comprise stage one of construction,
to accommodate year levels Prep to 3. St Joseph’s at Weipa will follow
with Stage 2 the following year to take the school to its full Prep to
Year 6 primary school status. MacKillop Catholic College will grow
progressively until full Prep to Year 12 status is reached.

Weipa L –R CES Executive Director Bill Dixon, Weipa Town Authority
Chairman Ian McNamara, Bishop James Foley, Max Bryant of Bryant
Constructions.. Photo courtesy Western Cape Bulletin.

After years of planning and lengthy approval processes, Bishop of Cairns,
James Foley was in Weipa and at Mt Peter during April to turn the first
sods for the new Catholic schools, bless the sites and officially mark the
start of construction. The schools will be named MacKillop Catholic
College, Mt Peter and St Joseph’s Parish School, Weipa. Both will accept
their first pupils for Term 1 next year (2016).
MacKillop Catholic College will be built by Osborne Construction
Solutions and St Joseph’s Parish School will be built by Bryant
Constructions.

VISITATIONS OF MARY

MacKillop College, when complete, is expected to near St Andrew’s
Catholic College, Redlynch in size with more than 1,500 students. St
Joseph’s Weipa is expected to grow to a primary school with between
180 and 200 students with one class in each year level.
Catholic Education Services Executive Director, Bill Dixon said a number
of local builders had tendered for the projects and it was pleasing that
both firms had successful track records and would bring to fruition the
dream held by residents in both regions for such a long time.
Weipa is currently the largest township in the Far North Queensland
region not to have a choice of education provider and Mt Peter is in the
southern growth corridor of Cairns, with both areas strongly supportive
of a Catholic school in their region.
“The new schools reflect our faith in the continuing strong growth of
Cairns especially in the southern corridor and our belief in Weipa’s
ongoing role as a strong mining and service centre on Cape York,” Mr
Dixon said.
Mr Dixon said foundation principal, Luke Reed, had been appointed
for MacKillop Catholic College and is operating an interim office at
Piccone’s Shopping Village, Edmonton. The foundation principal of St
Joseph’s Parish School will be appointed in Term 2 and operate from a
temporary office onsite to establish the school.”

Celebrating

500 years
of St. Teresa

Enrolment interest for both schools can be registered by visiting the
Cairns Catholic Education website at www.cns.catholic.edu.au or
phoning 4050 9700.

$4lu7s air9fa0re*
from

*p

A 17 day pilgrimage departs 9th October 2015
with Fr Brian Connolly PP
Be in Avila to celebrate St Teresa’s Feast Day in the fifth centenary
of her birth.
Also encounter first hand the tangible grace behind Our Lady’s life-changing
visitations from Fatima to Lourdes.
Featuring: Fatima • Avila • Barcelona • Montserrat • Lourdes
Also departing 9th September 2015

HARVEST PILGRIMAGES
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REQUEST A COPY OF OUR 2015 BROCHURE CONTACT HARVEST

Toll Free: 1800 819 156

•

www.harvestpilgrims.com

* Costs have been based on prices as at 31 October 2014 and must remain subject to change without notice based on currency exchange rates,
departure city and minimum group size contingency. Prices are based on twin share or double rooming.

Mt Peter L –R Bishop James. Gimuy Walabura Yidinji traditional owner
Gudja Gudja (Seith) Fourmile, Catholic Education Services Executive
Director Bill Dixon, MacKillop Catholic College Principal Luke Reed and
Member for Mulgrave and State Treasurer, The Hon Curtis Pitt MP.
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MUSTERING YOUR INNER
RESOURCES

Written by Sr Irene Harrison rsj

their individual experiences and to nurture their spirits. Sr Irene
Harrison (Pastoral Leader) and Angela de Haas (Pastoral Care
Associate) facilitate discussions providing a safe and confidential
setting for sharing stories and concerns.
The first gathering was held at Bedrock Village Caravan Park,
Mount Surprise on Friday 20th and Saturday 21st March, with
four participants, [pictured] including a guest speaker from Tolga.
The venue was very suited to the purpose of providing a place of
relaxation, as it was early in the tourist season and so the park
was quiet. Comfortable accommodation in spacious cabins and
the use of a large air conditioned room added to the suitability of
the venue. All meals were catered for and were excellent and the
women appreciated not having to cook.

Mt Surprise Workshop Participants and facilitators

Mustering Your Inner Resources’ is the name of a project,
funded with a grant from CRAqld-(Catholic Religious Australia,
Queensland). It takes the form of workshops organized by Rural
Ministries for women in the Gulf Savannah Parish where both
properties and towns are drought affected particularly in the
Etheridge Shire. The project is built on, and aims at extending the
existing pastoral and spiritual support in the parish.

The second workshop was held in Croydon on 23rd and 24th
April. Seven women, all residents of the Croydon Shire, attended
[pictured]. Child care was provided by local, qualified carers
so that these mothers could attend. A guest speaker travelled
from Atherton. Bernie and Tanya Haimes, Drought Support
Counsellors from Centacare, Mount Isa, presented a session on
understanding grief.
Further workshops were held in Forsayth on the 29th and 30th May.

These workshops are an opportunity for women to gather in
small groups locally to share their stories, to find meaning in

Chano Trentin’s
ALL WHEEL DRIVE CENTRE PTY LTD
ABN 14 010 468 694

	
  

	
  

ALSO DEALERS FOR:

Croyden Workshop Participants and facilitators

SUZUKI & KAWASAKI MOTORCYCLES

Date Claimer

EMAIL
allwheeldrive@bigpond.com
www.chanosawdcentre.com.au
ATHERTON
4030 5400
CNR VERNON & LOUISE STS.

St Therese Parish, Edmonton
August 22/23, 2015
“By far the most relevant, meaningful,
informative and achievably challenging
church event I have ever had” – feedback
comment

MAREEBA
4092 1800
BYRNES ST.
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NORTHERN DEANERY HOSTS WOMEN’S MASS AND LUNCHEON

Written by Val Cooper (President, Earlville Catholic Women)

Frank Gordon started proceedings by saying Grace. A delicious
meal, very well presented, was then served by students, under the
guidance of their teachers. Courteous drink waiters were also in
attendance, gaining experience in their future professions.

Alma Mulligan, Eileen Henning and Sondra Courtney - just a few of
the ladies enjoying lunch as part of the Women’s Mass & Luncheon
Women from all over the Diocese gathered at Our Lady Help of
Christians Church, Earlville on Wednesday 20th May, for our first
meeting of the year. Visitors were welcomed with a refreshing cup
of tea provided by the Earlville ladies in the Parish Centre. Mass,
with presider Fr Martin Kenny, was well supported with heartfelt
responses and joyful singing, joining in with soloist Lily Dixon and
organist Jan Bevan.
Lunch at the TAFE College followed at noon, where we were
welcomed by hospitality students and ushered to our tables. Fr

Mrs. Maria Mezes gave a short talk on the history of the Cursillo
movement and was ready to answer any enquiries. Sr Brigid Foley
reported on the progress of the girls who have been assisted with
their studies by the Sisters of Mercy working in Papua New Guinea.
It was heartening to hear of the accomplishments the girls have
achieved. Some girls have gone on to become doctors, pharmacists,
teachers and other professionals and now work to help others in
their own communities. Sr Brigid thanked the Earlville ladies for
their continued financial support for this project.
News from all parts of our Northern, Western and Southern
Deaneries was shared. All parishes are busy supporting their parish
priests in various projects. Apologies were received from Babinda
and Gordonvale who had transport difficulties and Bishop Foley
was also unable to attend due to prior commitments.
At the conclusion of our gathering, the chefs - who all come from
PNG, the waiters and waitresses were presented and received a
rousing round of applause for their good work and the courtesy
extended to each one of us. Farewells were exchanged and good
wishes were expressed, till we meet again later in the year.

www.pkbookkeeping.com

Phil : 0418 182 252

Osborne Construction Solutions
PO Box 464 Bungalow Qld 4870
www.osborneconstructions.com
Email: phil@osborneconstructions.com
ABN: 58 151 699 704 QBCC Licence: 1209195
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Happenings Across the Diocese
DARE TO DEFY GRAVITY

DEBUTANTE BALL - HIGHLIGHT OF THE
ATHERTON CALENDAR

Pine Creek Pictures
On Saturday evening May 23rd 2015, Merriland Hall, Atherton was
all a-glitter with masks, lace and fairy lights. Nineteen gorgeous
debutantes and their partners proudly took part in the annual St
Joseph’s Debutante Ball, a major fundraiser for the parish school and
a wonderful tradition for the tableland community. The ball was
once again an outstanding success.

FEAST OF THE THREE SAINTS 2015
On Sunday 3 May 2015,
the Feast of the Three
Saints
Association
celebrated 65 years of
conducting its annual
Feast at St John’s Parish,
Silkwood. Mass was
celebrated by special
guest, His Excellency,
Monsignor Antonino
Raspanti, Bishop of
Acireale, Sicily.

Congratulations to St Andrew’s student Tazmyn Fuller [pictured],
who recently attended an Australian Defence Force exclusive event
for young women; Dare to Defy Gravity.
Tazmyn underwent exams, aptitude testing and an interview to
determine if she has what it takes to pursue the recruiting process
as a military pilot. Tazmyn was successful on the day and has been
invited back for further tests and a formal interview.
Research shows that most young women are not even considering a
career as a pilot whilst they are at school. The Australian Defence Force
(ADF) wants to encourage young women to challenge themselves,
think outside the square and reach their full potential. For more
information on the Dare to Defy Gravity program call 13 19 01”

RETIRED PRIESTS CONTINUE TO
MINISTER….

Monsignor
Raspanti
also
blessed
and
officially opened the recently completed Three Saints Shrine
[pictured] and Interpretive Centre. The 65 year milestone was
marked with a commemorative planting of three olive trees.
On 17 May 2015, some of the Association’s members, their families
and other Devotees of the Three Saints departed on a pilgrimage
to the Vatican and Sicily, which included a Mass celebrated by
Monsignor Raspanti in the town of St Alfio on the occasion of the
Feast of St Rita. (Photos courtesy of Ruby Borzi)

On Sunday the 24th of May, Fr Ivan Hernon and Fr Tyrone Deere
[pictured L-R] concelebrated Mass at Beachmere north of Brisbane.
Both Fr Ivan and Fr Tyrone have been long term retirees living in
the Brisbane Archdiocese, Fr Deere in Caloundra and Fr Hernon in
Scarborough. We take this opportunity to recognise their continued
commitment to priestly service.
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GRIEF & LOSS WORKSHOP
OPPORTUNITY FOR CARE OF OUR ELDERLY

Ashley Coleman provided traditional didgeridoo music for
Reconciliation Week at HACC’s Sutherland St centre with Ralph
Madigan, Gertrude Davis, Christina Madigan, Cathy Spencer and
Fr Robert Greenup – Photo courtesy Tableland Advertiser
On the 27th May, 2015, Indigenous Connections, (Fr Rob Greenup,
Deacon Ralph Madigan, of Mareeba, Gertrude Davis of Cairns) held
a Grief and Loss seminar for clients at the Aboriginal & Islander
Respite Centre in Mareeba. Notably the date, spontaneously chosen
by Deacon Madigan earlier in the year, happened to be the anniversary
of the 1967 Referendum Day, the day in which 98% of the Australian
people voted to include Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
in the Australian census. The facilitator was Cathy Spencer, Manager
of Pastoral Support Services, Cairns. The event was very successful
with people also attending from the Department of Health, HACC
employees, local Catholic parishioners and other townspeople.

NEW VAN FOR ROSIES MINISTRY TO THE HOMELESS

Due to the Queensland Medical Association [Cairns Branch] led by
Dr Sharmila Biswas, the money for our new van reached the required
amount in late July last year. This was great and we are now pleased
to report that the new van has finally arrived. All Cairns volunteers
are appreciative of the work of Sharmila and so many other kind folk
who have donated to this project
Dr Sharmila is in the process of producing a short video production
on the Van with interviews with some homeless folk and volunteers.
This video was filmed and interviewed in Munroe Martin Park on a
Friday outreach.

PRIMARY SCHOOL VISITS 2015

MAREEBA DEBUTANTE BALL

Alexandra Laycock at St Gerard Majella Primary School

Fr John Sullivan, Fr Frank Gordon and Marisa Sabin (Matron) with
debutantes and partners & photograph courtesy of NQ Photography
On Saturday 2nd May 2015, fifteen young women from the Mareeba
and Dimbulah Parishes made their official debut to society at the
annual St Thomas’ Catholic Parish Debutante Ball. The stunning
Debutantes, escorted by their partners, were presented to the official
party made up of Fr Frank Gordon, VG PP, Fr John Sullivan OSA
Parish Priest and other civic dignitaries, in what proved to be an
extremely enjoyable evening for all involved.
The Debutante Ball has a long tradition in the Mareeba Parish,
and the continued high level of interest from young ladies in the
community reinforces it as still being a very relevant and important
event in their overall education.

Each year St Monica’s College visits our 8 Catholic primary schools
in the Cairns area. We were delighted to have St Augustine’s students
and Principal, Br Darren Burge, join us this year. The students from
both schools were welcomed by the Year 5 girls and boys, who
were absolutely enthralled to hear about College life and what they
can expect will await them in 2017. The important questions were
addressed, “what does the tuckshop sell?”, “are there toilets on camp?”
and “how big are the lockers?” All questions were answered, and
hopefully, have alleviated any concerns our prospective students may
have had.
Students from each College were privileged to act as ambassadors for
their school and play an important role in the choice of secondary
school, which both students and parents will undertake in the near
future. One important message acting Principal Rosa Lanzo spoke
to students about, was how we are part of the greater community and
no matter what school we belong to we should never forget our role
to include and care about the world around us.
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Happenings Across the Diocese
2015 … 100 YEARS ON, AT ST JOSEPH’S
REMEMBRANCE ROOM

MOVIN’ UP IN CAIRNS
New South Wales native, regular Rosies
patron and new volunteer Hayley holds
the work of the organization in very high
esteem. “It’s a meeting place for people in
the community, to catch up with friends
and to make new ones over a coffee and
a bite to eat.”

Each year St Joseph’s always has a very moving whole school Anzac
Day Ceremony around the Anzac Memorial garden to commemorate
this special day, as well as a library display of books and posters. This
year being the 100 year commemoration of the landing at Gallipoli,
Tricia Lee (Information Services & Resource Officer) wanted to
do something a little bit more special for the students, deciding at
the end of March to dedicate a room in the library to create a mini
museum for students to explore.
The Remembrance Room was on display until the 25th of May
and items on display represented World War 1, World War 2 and
Afghanistan, and included: a metal helmet, trench art, ammunition
box, metal Christmas box, shell canister, ID tags, medals, two-up
game, items of clothing – desert camouflage uniform, standard army
and camouflage uniforms, hats, web belt, webbing sets, field pack,
boots, coins, rising sun badges, sand and pebbles from Gallipoli,
postcards, sheet music, photos and family stories. To make the display
interactive, the students were able to use an iPad to view apps, listen
to music and use the interactive whiteboard to view interesting sites.
Acknowledgment and thanks to the following people and places:
Lennon, Byrne, McFarlane, Flynn, Mommsen and Rolfe Families, Fr.
John Newman, Mrs Liddy Johnston, Constable Andy Alce, Mr Ray
Byrnes from the Afghanistan Avenue of Honour and The Australian
War Memorial. Thanks also to Mrs Maxine McFarlane for helping to
set up the Remembrance Room over the holidays.

Hayley, 35, moved to Cairns just over
a year ago to get a new start and heard
about Rosies through the church. She
(Reproduced with permission
from Rosies State Support Office attends nearly every night and has been
volunteering for two months. “I love
– Rosies Winter 2015 Edition)
helping other people – those who cannot
afford to pay their rent, food or power bills.” said Hayley.
She says the volunteers are kind and friendly and everyone wants
Rosies to stay “it’s a pleasure to work here. It’s great, I love it!” and she
says that other patrons are proud that she is a volunteer. Animal lover
Hayley plans to volunteer some more, aims to become a Team Leader
and encourage other patrons to join.

SOUTHERN DEANERY LOOKS AT
TRAINING FOR LITURGICAL MINISTRIES

L-R: Bob McIlroy (Tully), Margaret Thompson (Cardwell), Tania
Gilbert ( Tully), Vince Vandelur (Innisfail), Sr. Patricia Butterfield
(Babinda), Jenny Marks (Babinda) Jim Ferguson (Innisfail), Betty
Favier (Tully), Gail Brommell (Silkwood), Fr. Kerry Crowley
(Innisfail), Sandra Brand (Babinda), Fr. Tony Lumukso (Silkwood)
Parishioners from across the Southern Deanery have met several
times in recent months in Innisfail to plan sessions on various
Liturgical Ministries, an initiative that resulted from the 2014
Diocesan Synod. Presenters are just about ready, we plan to offer
sessions this year for Ministers of the Word (Readers) and any
potential readers and others will be welcome to attend. The sessions
with time for discussions take about one and a half hours and they
will be offered across the Deanery either at weekends or midweek.

WRITER’S BLOCK
Karla Ward this year, is for budding writers to share their stories or
poetry and to improve on their skills by feedback from their fellow
peers or in writing activities.
The club ranges with students from grades seven to twelve, in which
the diversity is fantastic for the girls to learn from each other and get
inspiration. In the past term, Writer’s Block has been doing many
writing tasks and activities such as warm ups and exercises to get
juices flowing for the goal that they want to achieve this year; to create
a collection of stories about ANZAC to commemorate the 100 year
anniversary and to have it published.
L-R Manuela Ziegler, Grace Holden, Olivia Anderson, Allanah Hall,
Mollie Pedley and Mr Chris Ellis ( Cairns Post-Editor)
There is a group at St. Monica’s College where creativity runs wild and
ideas are put onto paper every Tuesday lunch time in their library.
Writer’s Block, St. Monica’s writers club created by their librarian Mrs.

This term, they have had the Editor of the Cairns Post ED, Chris Ellis
come in and talk to the girls about journalism and gave them tips
on writing. In the coming weeks they will welcome the Poet David
Stavanger for a visit and they will also welcome two amazing Authors,
Sherryl Clark and Nick Earls, in the next term. Writer’s Block is a great
addition to St. Monica’s in which creative students can write their heart
out and hopefully it will continue to do so for years to come.
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ST JOSEPH’S PARISH SCHOOL MINI VINNIES
NEWS…

THE FIRST SPIRITUAL EXERCISES – A
PARISHIONERS EXPERIENCE

SVDP President Mr Willem de Raadt with Annabel (President),
Taijana (Secretary) and Alexandra (Vice President) from the Mini
Vinnies Group

L-R Fr Kerry Crowley & Fr Federico

In term one Mrs Madonna Lawrence (St Joseph’s Parish School’s
Mini Vinnies Coordinator and teacher) invited students from years
5 and 6 to become members of the school’s Mini Vinnies group. This
invitation saw 35 students respond and become members.
The group’s first initiative was to host a ‘Green Day’. In honour of
St Patrick and for the cause of SVDP, students were asked to wear
something green, like a wig, scarf, socks or shirts in exchange for a
gold coin donation. On the same day at lunch break the Mini Vinnie
members were run off their feet, selling green goodies like cakes, (all
baked and donated by the Mini Vinnie families), balloons, frozen
cups, lollies and jelly cups to the eager crowd of students wanting
to buy. Their stall rose over $100 in half an hour and a fun time was
had by all.
On Friday March 20th, in corporation with the Feast of Joseph, the
Mini Vinnie members were commissioned in a whole school Mass.
Members from the St Vincent de Paul Society were in attendance
for this very special occasion. The following week they organised an
Easter raffle and sold tickets during their lunch breaks. There were
several hampers of Easter eggs and bunnies to be won, thanks to
the wonderful and generous families of the school community who
donated all the prizes.
By the end of term one, they had raised $686.85 for SVDP. On
Monday 4th May, St Joseph’s SVDP President, Mr Willem de Raadt
was invited to attend the school assembly to receive a cheque from
the Mini Vinnies group and Mrs Lawrence. Mr de Raadt thanked
the students, Mrs Lawrence and the school community for their
wonderful support of SVDP.

On the 13th April this year, Mother of Good Counsel Parish began
a new journey – The First Spiritual Exercises Retreat as originally
conceived by St Ignatius Loyola. Father Federico, a Jesuit Priest from
Rome guided us over 4 weeks in our daily life. We met once a week
with him. We were blessed in that Father Federico was inspiring,
down to earth and so very easy to relate to and his message touched
the hearts of the people he met. We began as one group then dividing
into 2 and numbers rising to 35. “I had never participated in any sort
of Retreat before but I knew that God was leading me towards this and
to a closer relationship with him. I needed the inner peace that only
God can give.”
The First Spiritual Exercises are created for the gift of Inner Peace,
Divine Love, to live in the light of Mercy, Healing, Freedom and
Friendship with Jesus and service to others. The Exercise allows you
to pray and meditate. “The meditation for me was a new experience,
one that I have found so helpful to gain inner peace. We all have to go
back into the world, but I know that there is a place that I can return to
and truly feel the unconditional love of our living God”

ST MONICA’S COLLEGE YEAR 12 RETREAT
Each year St Monica’s
College runs a four day
retreat for their year 12
students. The retreat, for
many of the girls, is a once
in a life time opportunity to
get in touch with themselves,
others, life and their own
understanding of God before
they move into the world
outside of school. The theme
for the retreat is simple:

UKULELE ANGELS

Celebrate the good.
Grow through the bad

L-R Safron Ealdon, Cara Mcllveen, Mia Peled-Bolger, Sophie
Dahlenburg & Luke Walker

Appreciate the ordinary

The St Andrew’s Ukulele Angels are a small ukulele group dedicated to
trying to lighten the atmosphere and bring happiness through live music
as part of the St Andrew’s Catholic College community service program.
Our small ukulele group travels to a variety of locations each week and
plays to people in places such as ARC Disability Services, Holy Cross
Aged Care, Glenmead Retirement Home, and also, most recently, the
oncology ward of the Cairns Hospital. After playing to an appreciative
audience in the oncology ward, the group was also invited to play
in other wards of the hospital. Luke Walker, teacher of the Ukulele
Angels, said that the group were about “taking music to the people”.
This simple gift of music is the St Andrew’s Catholic College way of
bringing a little joy and giving back to the community.

Pyramid Top Ryleigh Paull, Taylah
Satchwill, Eden Fischer, Katherine
Wood, Sienna Wadeson, Bronte Argent

That’s where life is to
be had.

While on Retreat the girls share some of their life journey and how
their experiences, so far, have moulded them into the person they are.
They also share their concerns, hopes and dreams for the future. The
focus of the retreat is not to dwell on the negative experiences of life
but rather to appreciate the whole package that makes up our human
existence. The challenge is to recognise the ‘Paschal Mystery’ in all of
our lives. Life’s meaning can be found in death (our hurts and pains)
and this leads to our resurrection, the opportunity to celebrate the
growth, the life and the meaning that has resulted, to grow through
the bad, appreciate the everyday and enjoy the celebrations that make
up our lives.
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LA Religious Education Congress Report
CES Engagement 2015

Written by Colin Harvey (Assistant Director Identity & Mission Catholic Education Services)
In March, fourteen participants from the Diocese travelled to Los
Angeles for the annual Los Angeles Religious Education Congress.
The Congress was held over 3 days. It is the largest event of its type
in the world, with this year’s attendance numbering approximately
40,000 from 15 different countries. This is a Catholic Education
Services’ initiative and the 6th time CES has engaged with the
Congress.
The theme for this year’s Congress was ‘See’, taken from the beautiful
story in St John’s Gospel about the blind man who is healed and
also receives the gift of faith (John 9: 1-41). According to Catholic
Education Services Assistant Executive Director Identity and
Mission and tour leader, Colin Harvey, “we were challenged to ‘See’
anew, to peer beneath the surface and see more deeply and broadly.
We were invited to open not only our physical eyes, but also the eyes
of the heart, the eyes of the memory and to see God’s presence in all
of life, in joy, in pain, in struggle.”
There were keynote sessions and hundreds of workshops to choose
from. World renowned theologians and authors of the calibre
of Fr Ron Rolheiser, Dr Thomas Groome and Cardinal Oscar
Rodriguez presented stimulating, thought provoking sessions.
Gifted speakers, such as Pastor Richard Warren, David Wells,
Terry Hershey, Fr Richard Leonard and Roy Pettitfils stimulated
much thought and discussion and presented challenges.
Michael Mangan, John Burland, David Haas, Fr Rob Galea,
Andrew Chinn and others enhanced the prayerfulness of non –
Eucharistic liturgies, prayers and Eucharistic liturgies. These were
arguably, the highlight for the Cairns’ participants. According
to Colin Harvey, “to be in one room with 40,000 other Catholics
celebrating Eucharist was an awe inspiring, moving and faith filled
experience. It reminded us that we are part of the global Church and
the bonds of shared faith across continents are strong and available
to us to draw upon.”
The Australian Mass coordinated by Michal Mangan with celebrant
Fr Richard Leonard was ‘Aussie Style’ and was commented

Participants included Front Row: Mary MacCallum, Jacinta Roberts, Gaby
Donnelly, Rachelle De Iacovo, Rita Petersen, Christine Morlin Back Row:
Luke Reed, Gavin Rick, Jacinta Browning, Colin Harvey, Ronan O’Mahony,
Kevin Browning, Joan Hayes, Fran Burns , Judy Rick (Anne Chellingworth
absent from photo)

on by many of the Americans present as being refreshing and
enlightening, though it did challenge some of the more traditional
in the congregation with its creativity and ‘razzamatazz’.
In the midst of many activities, there was also the opportunity to
spend time in the quiet Sacred Space, view the art exhibition and
avail of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
The lunchtime breaks presented opportunities for networking and
to check out the trade display or ‘Bunnings’ - a term coined by
Gavin Rick, Principal of St Joseph’s School, Parramatta, where all
manner of resources could be purchased.
During the time in Los Angeles the group took the opportunity
to visit Our Lady of the Angels Cathedral in LA and the Christ
Cathedral in Anaheim, where a tour was provided. There was also
some downtime during which participants toured the sights and
enjoyed one another’s company. The relationships developed and
built on, augured well for networking upon return.
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WYD KRAKOW 2016

Written Anne Chellingworth (Diocesan Youth Ministry Co-ordinator)

It takes a brave soul to be young and Catholic in today’s world.
It was with this in mind that in 1986 Pope Saint John Paul II
established his legacy of inviting young people from across the
globe to gather, with him, for festivals, prayer, and celebrations of
faith. Since then, World Youth Day has become an international
phenomenon attracting the largest gatherings of young people in
the history of the world. Every WYD touches hearts and changes
lives; every pilgrim comes away with a renewed sense of solidarity
with the global church and a faith that is renewed by joy and hope.
Like Popes John Paul II and Benedict XVI before him, Pope
Francis extends an invitation to the young people of the world to
join him for the 31st World Youth Day. Next year WYD returns to
the birthplace of St John Paul II, to Krakow in Poland, the City of
Mercy, with its rich history and culture, to a place of deep faith.

famous Marian shrine at Czestochowa, the former concentration
camp at Auschwitz, John Paul II’s hometown of Wadowice, the
Calvary Sanctuary on the slopes of Zar Mountain and the castles,
churches and lively town squares in the city of Krakow. The 19
day pilgrimage will conclude with time spent in retreat in Vienna,
Austria.
This is the time to consider how we can support and encourage
our young people to respond to the invitation of Pope Francis! Do
you know a young person who would benefit from this experience?
Encourage them to consider this transformative opportunity and
suggest they contact Anne Chellingworth, the Diocesan Youth
Ministry Co-ordinator, for more details. Alternatively, you could
actively support a young person in your parish through a financial
contribution towards their pilgrimage costs.

Cairns Catholic Youth Ministry has carefully selected a 19-day
pilgrimage itinerary that takes in the city of Warsaw, the world-

QUICK FACTS:

When: Mon 18 July – Thu 5 Aug 2016
Cost: $6300 (to be confirmed)
Contact : Anne Chellingworth
Email: achellingw@cns.catholic.edu.au
Ph: 07 4050 9755
Web: www.wyd.org.au/
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CENTACARE MIGRANT SERVICES VOLUNTEER PROGRAM

Written by Yvonne Petrusma (Volunteer Coordinator Centacare Migrant Services)
Centacare Migrant Services (CMS) delivers a Volunteer Program
to assist newly arrived refugee and humanitarian families to
build confidence to engage in life in the Cairns Community. In
recent years volunteers have worked with Bhutanese and Burmese
families. The Bhutanese community have been settling in Cairns
over the past 5 years from refugee camps in Nepal where they had
lived for up to 2 decades. The Burmese on the other hand had been
living in urban areas of Malaysia for up to 10 years in sometimes
precarious conditions.
Volunteers are matched with new families to help provide social
and practical support. This might include showing families around
the local area, helping them to navigate the public transport system
or showing them how to access services. Volunteers also assist to
help families establish community and social networks.
Recently volunteers [pictured] have started working with people in
group settings. Some volunteers with teaching backgrounds have
started a weekly conversational English group that gives people
an opportunity to practice their spoken English. Volunteers also
facilitate workshops with clients wanting to get their Learners
Permit [pictured]. Volunteers use games and practice tests to work
with people who have different levels of English to help them
understand the road rules so they can sit the written test. As a
result, a number of people have gone on to successfully obtain
their learners licence.
Volunteers not only do a fantastic job at helping newly arrived
refugees and migrants feel part of the Cairns community, they also
learn so much from the people they’re working with about their
culture and their journey.
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FUN FACTS
• Volunteers are happier, healthier and sleep better
than those who don’t volunteer – doctors should
recommend it.
• 96% of volunteers say that it “makes people happier”.
• 95% of volunteers say that volunteering is related to
feelings of wellbeing.
• Volunteering results in a “helper’s high”, a powerful
physical and emotional feeling experienced when directly
helping others.
• http://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE STUDENT,
EXCELS IN JUNIOR RUGBY LEAGUE

Written by Sheridan Ireland (Year 12 Student, St Mary’s Catholic College)

for her skill, attitude and effort, and even captained the side that
went on to win the very first under 16 girls’ division at the Junior
State Rugby League Championships.
“The college community is extremely proud of Tahlulah’s sporting
achievements. She possesses outstanding physical capabilities on
the field as well as off the field. Her leadership style of ‘leading by
example’ and outstanding sportsmanship have a positive effect on all
students in her presence,” said St Mary’s Sports Coordinator, Mrs
Leiana Glenwright.
While this would no doubt be a more than exemplary collection
of achievements for many people, Tahlulah has set her sights
far beyond this. “One of my goals is to play in the Indigenous All
Stars Women’s team at the NRL All Stars, and also to play for the
Australian Jillaroo’s. Tahlulah went on to say “I have always received
a lot of support from my parents, teachers and school. Mum and
Dad have always believed in me and supported me in everything I
have done, especially with sport. I also receive encouragement and
guidance from my teachers.”
Tahlulah Tillett of St Mary’s Catholic College (pictured) has
continued to impress sports selectors and ambassadors of rugby
league alike, with an endless list of achievements that just keeps
growing. The year 12 student has not only represented North
Queensland on several occasions, she has won countless awards

The talent, enthusiasm and work ethic that Tahlulah possesses are
sure to aid her in making this dream become a reality, and the St
Mary’s school community wishes Tahlulah the best of luck on her
journey with Rugby League.
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‘SILOAM’ MOVES TO THE ATHERTON
TABLELAND

Written by Lesley Newman & Christine Ritchie

of love, of great closeness, these words of tenderness”.

(Pope Francis, 12

December, 2013 Morning Meditation: When Silence is Music)

At Siloam, Atherton, this deepest of all relationships can be
acknowledged, nourished, or even discovered, through a slower,
quieter experience of time and place. Lesley and Christine are
available by appointment for spiritual direction/accompaniment.
Lesley continues to see people experiencing life transitions, grief,
trauma etc., who are willing to use reflective and meditative practices
as part of their healing journey.

After 15 years Siloam Centre, Parramatta Park, has relocated to the
outskirts of Atherton with lovely Tableland views. Lesley Newman
and Christine Ritchie recently purchased the hectare property for
the primary purpose of providing a quiet, contemplative place for
individuals and small groups to ‘come apart and rest awhile’ (cf.
Mk 6:31); to listen ‘with the ear of the heart’ (RB prologue) and be
spiritually and psychologically refreshed.
At the ‘new’ Siloam, people are invited to ‘unplug’ for a few hours from
mobile phones, cyber space and constant chatter in order to ‘tune in’
to the deeper movements of the Spirit in their lives, and be refreshed
by the natural world, and then return to daily life with greater clarity

“I am aware that we need to create spaces where pastoral workers can
be helped and healed, places where faith itself in the crucified and risen
Jesus is renewed, where the most profound questions and daily concerns
are shared, where deeper discernment about our experiences and life
itself is undertaken in the light of the gospel, for the purpose of directing
individual and social decisions toward the good and beautiful.” (Pope

Francis, The Joy of the Gospel, (#77)

Keeping in mind the primary purpose of the ‘new’ Siloam site, you
are welcome to contact Lesley or Christine to explore possibilities for
yourself, or a group of up to eight friends or workplace colleagues,
whether or not you formally identify with a Christian community,
or to be included in the email list. E-mail: lesley@siloamcentre.com,
christine@siloamcentre.com or phone 4091 2339. A new website
www.siloam.com.au will be constructed in coming months.

in heart and mind. It was for good reasons that Jesus invited his
disciples to take some time apart, and he led by example. Siloam’s
new location can facilitate this in a way not possible at Parramatta
Park.
In the Old Testament, an image of God invites attention in a noisy,
cluttered and confused world. Pope Francis wrote: “I have always
been struck by the Lord’s encounter with Elijah, when the Lord speaks
with Elijah”. He was on the mountain when he saw the Lord pass by,
“not in the hail, in the rain, in the storm, in the wind... The Lord was
in the still soft breeze” (cf. 1 Kings 19:11-13)… In the original text, a most
beautiful word is used which cannot be precisely translated: he was in
a sonorous thread of silence. A sonorous thread of silence: this is how
the Lord draws near, with that sound of silence that belongs to love”….
it will do us good to be silent a little, in order to listen to these words
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OFFICIAL OPENING OF LAVALLA & FRANCOIS
BUILDINGS, ST AUGUSTINE’S COLLEGE

Written by Czek Kersevani (Head of College Development)

building something of a novelty given that previous buildings on the
site were subject to annual flooding. Lifts to each floor allow easy
access for students with disabilities.” He also said, “The Francois
Residence [pictured] caters for 36 senior students each with their
own room and study area. It really sets the benchmark for future
boarding school residences.”

Lavalla

Final design and construction began in term 4 2013 after the
demolition of J-block along Scott Street and was completed in
St. Augustine’s College’s new buildings were officially opened
last term by the new State Minister for Education, Kate Jones
MP and blessed by The Episcopal Vicar for Education, Cairns
Diocese, Father Neil Muir. Lavalla [pictured] is a 3 story complex
incorporating 14 general learning areas, 4 science laboratories and
a hospitality kitchen. Francios is the new residential block for the
senior boarders. “The project drew funding from three major sources
and was the culmination of 7 years of planning under the leadership
of three College Principals” said John Doolan, Deputy Principal.
The initial conceptual ideas began in 2007, under Principal Brother
Michael Green, as part of the College strategic plan to provide a
flood proof contemporary teaching block for the College. This
vision expanded in 2009 to take in the option for the College to
be involved in the Diocesan Trade Training Centre project. It
continued under Brother Bill Sullivan, where again the vision was
expanded to take in the need for additional facilities to cater for
Year 7 joining the College in 2015, in both the day school and
boarding.
Mr Czek Kersevani, Head of College Development said “the new 3
story Lavalla Building houses state of the art technology with touch
interactive projectors and wireless connectivity in all classrooms
and the latest design in science laboratories. It is now a flood free

2014 under the current College Principal, Brother Darren Burge,
with classes and boarders moving into the new facilities in January
this year. The end result is an impressive addition to the College
landscape that caters for an additional 130 students in the school
with cutting edge facilities and space. The College community
would like to acknowledge the efforts of Cairns Catholic Education
Services, Farrell Morrison from MMP Architects, and the two
building contractors, Richard Field from Field Constructions and
Matthew La Spina from La Spina Constructions.

STUDENT EXCHANGE IN ITALY

Written by Alanah Mayers (Student, St Mary’s Catholic College)
After my two month exchange to the
Bel Paese (beautiful country) that is
Italy, returning to my normal routine
has never been harder. I’m still
secretly hopeful that I’ll turn around
the corner and stumble across the
Colosseum or find myself on the
chariot-grooved streets of an ancient
city established over 2000 years ago.
I am extremely lucky to have called
the enchanting and enthralling city
of Rome “home” during my recent
summer holidays. Living with a beautiful family in the heart of
the magical city, I was always surrounded by the breathtaking
history Rome showcases. There was truly never a dull moment.
Whether it was visiting the Pantheon after school, driving past

the Colosseum on my way to meet friends, climbing to the top
of Saint Peter’s Dome on the weekend or doing a day trip to
Pompeii with my family, I was constantly in awe and astonished
by my incredible surroundings. I still can’t believe that I’ve
stood in the exact place where gladiators used to fight and that
I’ve seen with my very own eyes the phenomenal Sistine Chapel.
However, my exchange was so much more than visiting these
remarkable places. My exchange allowed me to actively indulge
in the bella vita (beautiful life) Italy offers, by having the unique
opportunity to be a part of an Italian family, to attend high school
and to learn firsthand what living in Italy is like. I had to adjust
to a new lifestyle and culture and, of course, a new language.
From competing in sailing competitions, celebrating Christmas
with traditional Italian festivities and fostering friendships
which I’ll treasure forever, every part of my exchange was truly
invaluable.
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DREAMS DO COME TRUE

Written by editorial staff, adapted from ‘Augustinians in the Far North’ Dublin 1988
Mary and Liam Neary from Cork
in Ireland visited Australia in
March. Mary’s uncle, Fr Christopher
McCarthy OSA (known affectionately
by his family as Fr Christy) an
Augustinian priest, had ministered
here in the Cairns Diocese for 11
years. He arrived in the Vicariate of
Cooktown during October 1937 and
was appointed to St Monica’s parish
then Gordonvale as parish priest.
Fr Christopher was appointed to
Babinda as parish priest in 1942 until 1946, after the end of World
War II.
Whilst in Babinda, Fr Christopher saw the need for a new school
[now St Rita’s] where there is still a plaque in his honour. He
also decided there was a need for another church. “One of the
outstations of Babinda was the little village of Bartle Frere”. Mr
Paul Zammit donated the land and under the direction of Frank
Dall’Alba as architect, bricklayer, plumber, carpenter and electrician,
the little church was built, and became known as St Paul’s Church at
Bartle Frere.” (Chapter 11)

Queensland telling all his family stories of the bush, rainforest and
the crocodiles etc.
Mary had always wanted to come here and retrace his steps. Finally
after waiting for 60 years, Mary’s dream was realised and she and
Liam embarked on their 3 week holiday. Whilst they were here
they visited Babinda parish. Fr Bill Grundy arranged a morning
tea for them and Mary & Liam met Nicki Dewis who received
the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion from
Fr Christopher. They also visited Fr Kerry Crowley in Innisfail
and were treated to a lovely lunch with Fr Crowley and Innisfail
parishioners.
Mary and Liam thoroughly enjoyed their time here in Far North
Queensland. Mary said “I can now appreciate why this was such a
special time in the life of my uncle, Fr Christy McCarthy”

From Babinda, Fr Christopher was appointed the first parish
priest of St Joseph’s at Parramatta Park in 1946. He remained
there for two years before being recalled to Ireland in late 1948.
When he returned to Ireland he spoke fondly of his time in North
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Mary and Liam Neary

OUR LADY OF FATIMA STATUE AT
MERCY VALLEY

Written by Garry O’Brien

The travel to Mareeba on that day was made through
constant rain and although there were a lot of showers
throughout the day, people were able to work around them.

L-R front of photo Fr Michael Bonner, Fr Andrew Dembicki, Bishop
James Foley and Fr Dipi Kattathara

Devotions began with the Holy Rosary, followed by
concelebrated Mass with the Bishop, who gave an inspiring
homily. After the Mass everyone went in procession to the
Grotto for the blessing. At the time of the blessing of the
statue the sun appeared. Afterwards all were invited for a
lunch which had been organised by the Italian ladies from
Mareeba.

The statue of Our Lady of Fatima was solemnly blessed by Bishop
James Foley at Mercy Valley, Mareeba, on Saturday 18th April. All were
cordially welcomed by Father Andrew Joachim Dembicki OSPPE. Priests
present were Father John Sullivan O.S.A., new parish priest Mareeba and
Dimbulah, his assistant Father Dipi Kattathara O.S.A. Father Michael
Bonner and Father Michael Finnegan together with a large crowd of
over 300 pilgrims. The statue was made of white marble in Italy and
transported to Australia, sponsored by a couple of generous donors.
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At 2pm Eucharistic and Marian devotions were celebrated
in the Chapel followed by Benediction. There was a festive
and happy atmosphere as the various ethnic groups later
sang songs in honour of Our Lady in their native languages.
(Filipino, Italian, Tongan, Sri Lankan, PNG and Polish).
The original invitation read: “ALL ARE INVITED please
bring along children, youth and friends” and it was very
encouraging to see many young people present. The
challenge now is to encourage our youth to participate
more actively at the Mass. Everyone left the Shrine
spiritually uplifted.

MISSION RENEWAL, TULLY PARISH

Written by Bob McIlroy

Large groups of parishioners [pictured] from Tully
Parish (Tully, Cardwell and Mission Beach) attended the
Mission Renewal over several sessions 9th - 13th May
2015. The Mission was led by representatives from the
Thomas More Centre based in Wisconsin in the USA, Fr.
Michael Chamion, Fr. Nick Punch (Dominican Priests)
and Franciscan Sister Joan Buckey.

The team travel to Australia for 3 months every year between May and July
and would be available, at this time, in 2017 to come back to the Cairns
Diocese if parishes are interested. If any parish is interested information is
available from Bob McIlroy on 0439 828 528.
The team finalised their visit with a 3 day Renewal in the Mossman-Port
Douglas Parish.

The sessions lasted about 2 hours each with a Meaningful
Scripture talk given, and then followed by question
and answer time on any subject that concerned any
parishioner. The Scripture Topics included: The meaning
of the Our Father, Images of God, God is Love, Pain
and Suffering, the Woman who met Jesus at a Meal,
Companions on the Journey, The Prodigal Son, and
Looking at the Back of God. These and other Scripture
Talks are available on DVD.
The Q&A times were very informative, creating some
lively conversations. Some of the topics included: The
Church 50 years from Now, Married Clergy, the Role of
Women as Deacons, How to encourage young people to
come to Mass (this was a good topic as there were several
young people attending and they gave good insights
into ways the young could participate and make the
Mass more meaningful). The Church on the role of Gay
Marriages, Plenary Indulgencies, and the current Royal
Commission on Child Abuse was also discussed.
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FLEXIBLE LEARNING…RESPONDS TO
DIFFERENT WAYS OF EDUCATING

Written by Erica Prosser (Principal – Holy Spirit College Cooktown & Cairns)
Success means different
things to different people
and in education success is
generally looked at through
academic pursuits. At Holy
Spirit College success is
measured in many ways, as
success all depends on the
individual and what they need in their lives. The young people
coming to our College have not attended any school for some
time; for a variety of reasons life events may have precluded their
engagement in education.

While we celebrate all successes both small and big, it is not just
words to some of our young people; with a couple deciding they
are already able to return to main stream education and another
two have gained traineeships. We work with each young person
and for staff our feelings of success come when each young person
comes to college with a smile on their face and a preparedness to
give every opportunity their best shot.

During this first semester of operating we have already seen
many of the young people being successful in ways they never
expected. Through the use of visual art, outdoor education, music
and home economics young people experiment and build their
self-confidence. In outdoor activities [pictured] young people
have enjoyed challenges such as high or low rope courses and
boxing. The visual arts and music give them the opportunities
to express themselves and many have had their work displayed
at the Raintrees Shopping Centre as well as in the College’s front
office. Most of the young people also enjoy working in the kitchen
and learning life skills by participating in cooking classes. Other
areas of learning are offered and young people participate in
these when they feel confident and ready to engage in the more
academic pursuits.
Holy Spirit College is a two campus school with one campus
in Manoora and the other in Cooktown; each is similar and
yet different from the other. The Manoora campus opened in
February of this year and the Cooktown buildings are expected
to open within the next month [July]. Young people in the
Cooktown area have participated through an Outreach Program
run in the Hope Vale and Wujal Wujal communities.

K i m b e r l e y C a t h o l i c Vo l u n t e e r S e r v i c e
WA N T E D : VO L U N T E E R W O R K E R S
The Diocese of Broome, WA, requires volunteers to assist with the work of the local Church
on Aboriginal Missions. There are various important voluntary tasks: administration,
building maintenance, gardening, shop staffing, cooking, cleaning etc. Placements are
preferred for a period of 6 months plus For further details, and an application form.
please contact: Volunteer Coordinator
Anneliese Rohr: 08 9192 1060
Mail: PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725. Email: volunteers@broomediocese.org

We b : w w w. b ro o m e d i o c e s e . o rg
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ONE-TO-ONE PORTABLE
TECHNOLOGY AT ST JOHN’S

Written by Scott Whitters, (Acting Principal)

locations around the world on a Web cam and get real-time local
data. It enables students to e-mail a scientist to clarify questions
raised during science class. Portable technology enables staff to
take advantage of the teachable moment, thus enabling teachers
to become facilitators of learning. Having immediate access to
an electronic device enables students an immediate response to
an intriguing question or on an unexpected discussion, which is
much harder when a teacher has to schedule computer time. In a
one-to-one classroom, a topic arises and teacher and students are
immediately online, investigating, questioning, and extending the
conversation with information and tools not available to them in
other situations.
Two Prep Students Lila Anderson and Ruben Casey with new iPad mini

St John’s Catholic Primary School Silkwood has decided to adopt
a one-to-one portable device approach to technology. Reasons
for this decision are many and varied. We know that student
interest improves in classrooms using one-to-one technology. An
attentive and engaged student is far more likely to learn and retain
knowledge than a disengaged student. One-to-one technology
provides students with many more ways to present their learning
and demonstrate their understanding of important concepts and
essential learnings. It also complements project-based learning
which is driven by activities requiring research, collaboration, and
production of a final product (a slide show, video, or Web page).
One-to-one technology broadens learning beyond the classroom.
Time and distance no longer create barriers when students can
access the world around them in an instant. Students can view

The main agenda in providing this structure for students at St
John’s is to prepare them for secondary education and tomorrow’s
workplace When a student’s only exposure to a computer is
in a lab at the end of the building, technology can be seen as a
fragmented skill unrelated to daily life or a future career. As we
know, computers are essential for almost any job and will be even
more so in the future. Technology evolves daily, therefore, so must
schools. One-to-one portable technology ensures that students
at St John’s have the skills and confidence to integrate technology
into their future, as well as their present.
An essential goal at St John’s is to ensure technology is enhancing
learning and not merely providing a distraction. Staff at St John’s
have committed to ongoing professional development in the use
of portable technology and the pedagogy surrounding HOW to
teach essential learnings using technology.

ST MARY’S COLLEGE DELEGATE TO NATIONAL SCHOOLS
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
Written by Isabella Kibby (Year 11 student St Mary’s Catholic College)
On Thursday 19th February, the Cairns City Council hosted the Schools
Constitutional Convention for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students as a
part of the annual Schools Constitutional Conventions. These events are a fantastic
opportunity for secondary school students from State, Catholic and Independent
schooling sectors to immerse themselves in real world debates, participate in
plebiscites and listen to distinguished speakers present their perspectives on the
relevant topic at hand.

Each school was invited to nominate a team of four students to attend each of
these conventions. From there, one student from each school team was eligible to
seek election as a candidate for the National Schools Constitutional Convention
(NSCC) to be held in Canberra from 24-26 March 2015. Following a student
election conducted by officers from the Australian Electoral Commission, delegates
were selected to represent our region at this prestigious event.
St Mary’s College student Maddison Sivyer (pictured) presented an influential
speech and gained the recognition of her peers, acquiring the exciting opportunity
to travel to Canberra whilst representing our region. The Schools Constitutional
Conventions have shown all students who attended that age is no barrier for
success. As Maddison showed us, for your voice to be heard you just need to be
willing to step forward.
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YOUNG ADULTS GATHER FOR
PUB THEOLOGY

Written by Anne Chellingworth (Diocesan Youth Ministry Co-ordinator)

L-R Jamiah Williams, André Le Feuvre, Anne Chellingworth, Sam Clear, Rachael Knight, Gerard Bennett, Alyssa Crawford, Patrick Bennett, Katerina Theni,
Ben Donnelly, Carly Forsayth, Belinda Donnelly and Terry Power

Jesus@theJack evenings provide a warm and inviting setting for meeting new faces and for
some encouraging discussion about the trending issues that face today’s young Catholic adults.
Youth from around the diocese regularly gather at The Union Jack Hotel, on the corner of
Sheridan and Spence Streets in Cairns, to share a meal and listen to a guest speaker.
At our June Jesus@theJack event, Sam Clear (pictured, back row, 3rd from left) shared some
inspiring stories from his journey through South, Central and North America and Europe.
From December 2006 – July 2008, Sam walked 15,600km with the simple purpose of inviting
people to pray for Christian unity.
The remaining two dates for Jesus@theJack in 2015 are Mon 7th Sep & Mon 2nd Nov. The
evenings begin at 6:30 pm and usually wind up by 8:30 pm. If you’d like to find out more about
Jesus@theJack, head to the Cairns CYM Facebook page: facebook.com/cairnscym or contact
Anne at achellingw@cns.catholic.edu.au.

2

3

The following ﬁnger is the tallest. It reminds us of
our leaders, the governors and those who have
authority. They need God’s guidance.

The next ﬁnger is the
index. Pray for those who
teach you, instruct you
and heal you. They need
the support and wisdom to show
direcon to others. Always keep
them in your prayers.

4

The fourth ﬁnger is the
ring ﬁnger. Even that it
may surprise you, it is our
weakest ﬁnger. It should
remind us to pray for the weakest,
the sick or those plagued by
problems. They need your prayers.

5

And ﬁnally we have our smallest
ﬁnger, the smallest of all. Your
pinkie should remind you to pray
for yourself. When you are done
praying for the other four groups, you will
be able to see your own needs but in the
proper perspecve, and also you will be
able to pray for your own needs in a beer
way.

1

The thumb is the closest
ﬁnger to you. So start
praying for those who are
closest to you. They are
the persons easiest to remember. To
pray for our dear ones is a “sweet
obligaon.”

Image used with permission:
CC: Public Domain
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We remember those who have died from our parishes
2014
Sergio Biancotti		

2nd October

Gordonvale

Richard Charles Joycey MBE 7th March

Cathedral

Connie Slater		

2nd October

Innisfail

Ross Lentini		

7th March

Tully

Shirley English		

8th October

Innisfail

Bernice Dotti		

14th March

Innisfail

Alcide (Joe) Centis		

17th October

Innisfail

Daphne Reardon		

15th March

Innisfail

Mervyn (Paddy) Doyle

31st October

Innisfail

Dina Cavallaro		

19th March

Tully

Mary Margaret (May) English 3rd November

Innisfail

Paul Rossi		

20th March

Mossman

Giovanni (John) Sganzerla 18th November

Babinda

Brian Harvey		

22nd March

Cardwell

Letterio (Leo) Torrisi

26th November

Innisfail

David Ratliff		

25th March

Cathedral

Remo (Ray) Zaffonato

4th December

Innisfail

Frank Biletta		

25th March

Innisfail

Irma Sullivan		

12th December

Innisfail

Ida-May Pearson		

31st March

Cathedral

Silvio (Ivo) Tracogna

15th December

Innisfail

Antonio Favotto		

7th April		

Dimbulah

Angelo Gubiani		

16th December

Innisfail

Geoffrey Jensen		

7th April		

Innisfail

Angelo Pennisi		

20th December

Innisfail

Rosa Garozzo		

19th April

Innisfail

Giovanna Sciberras

22nd December

Innisfail

Juliet Wright		

19th April

Mareeba

Lidia Destro		

23rd December

Innisfail

Norma Crathern		

23rd April

Cathedral

Gwenneth (Gwen) Brincat

28th December

Innisfail

Kevin Flanagan		

24th April

Cathedral

Mary Stewart		

30th April

Earlville

Kevin Day		

5th May		

Mareeba

2015
Lola Spataro		

4th January

Babinda

Ljubomir Simic		

6th May		

Mareeba

Theresa Darby		

9 January

Innisfail

Lorraine Walker		

7th May		

Innisfail

Lucia Zaini		

20 January

Innisfail

Jean Kane		

8th May		

Mareeba

Domenica (Dorothy) Catalano 21st January

Innisfail

Regina Prior		

9th May		

Innisfail

Louie Verri		

1st February

Mossman

Carmelo Bonaccorsi

10th May		

Mareeba

Eveline Van Balen		

2nd February

Earlville

Sebastiano Vecchio

11th May		

Innisfail

Giuseppa (Joyce) Quagliata 2nd February

Innisfail,

Renato Rostirolla		

13th May		

Dimbulah

Caterina Basile		

2nd February

Innisfail

Anna Rigato		

19th May		

Tully

Terry Luxford		

5th February

Innisfail

Ida Buosi			21st May		Innisfail

James (Tip) Byrne		

7th February

Tully

Alfio (Fred) Maccarone

23rd May		

Innisfail

Guido Piccio		

7th February

Tully

Mavis Croft		

23rd May		

Atherton

Helen Thiedecke		

16th February

North Cairns

Graham Flood		

23rd May		

North Cairns

Alfio (Alf) Cutuli		

20th February

Innisfail

Argentino Fegatilli		

24th May		

Mareeba

Marjorie (Joan) Farrell

25th February

Tully			Jane Rodda		

Lily Rowe		

3rd March

Innisfail

Rudolfus (Rudy) Eilers

George Seres		

5th March

Mareeba

Elisabetta Tosoni		

25th May		

Atherton

26th May		

Innisfail

27th May		

Dimbulah

May they rest in peace
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