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Please pray for NATHAN MCKAY
Ordained a Priest
18th September 2015
Feast of St. Joseph of Cupertino (in Franciscan Ordo)
at St. Monica’s Cathedral Cairns, Australia
How can I repay the Lord for His goodness to me? Psalm 116: 12.

ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD
Written by Editorial Staff
Nathan McKay was
ordained with Holy
Orders on Friday the
18th of September at a
7pm Mass celebrated at
St Monica’s Cathedral.
With some twenty
years passing since an
ordination is this diocese,
this milestone marks
what Nathan hopes
could be a revitalisation
of vocations for the
diocese.
Nathan’s first thought
of a vocation to the
priesthood began in
1983, and undoubtedly
grew overtime. Nathan’s
mother [Jenny] and
late father [Bernard]
and late grandmother
[Winnie McKay] had
a significant role in
his faith formation.
Nathan would also acknowledge and give thanks to the Catholic
school system as having a similarly significant role in his faith
development.
Four years of seminarian training at Pontifical Beda College
[Rome] provided invaluable learning experiences and one of
his cherished moments from the seminary was meeting Pope
Francis. Students came to the College from different parts of the
world and the different cultures and personalities could, at times,
be challenging. However Nathan would acknowledge that what
underpinned this challenge was the belief that they were all there
on a journey of discernment, being attentive and listening to the
call and resolute in the love of God and Christ, which supported
them during seminary formation.
Nathan was ordained a deacon on the 18th of June 2014 and
when looking back on his diaconal year Nathan reflected “I have
so many fond memories of that wonderful experience. You observe
and then grow into the role and feel you are ready for the next stage,
being ordination to the priesthood. You can see God working in that
time, within the skills and gifts of the formatters and your fellow
seminarians. I also had a chance to be a deacon in some important
Masses held in the College in my Diaconate year.” Importantly
Nathan acknowledged, “It was also good to come back to my home
diocese as a deacon and meet parishioners that I have known, but
also people who I didn’t know and they get to see this growth. In
saying that, I also enjoyed my time in pastoral placements in England
which gave me a sense of the diversity of our universal church, but
also there’s familiarity in that diversity as well”
After ordination, Nathan is looking forward to being a priest and
tapping into the wisdom of the other priests who have been in
ministry for a much longer time in this diocese. What continues

to inspire Nathan is the vision of seeing the Holy Spirit working
through the priest and parishioners and how he now [as priest]
may be able to provide that ministry ‘presence of God working
everyday’ in the Sacraments and in life itself. Nathan has a real
sense of encouraging a reverence for good Liturgy and seeing the
value of that good Liturgy having a beauty and a voice from which
to speak to the people.
Going forward Nathan believes “I leave the future in God’s hands,
God has got me this far and come what may I am assured of God’s
love and accompaniment, “I will go where ever God sends me, the
future is a time of growth, there may be challenges but God continues
to guide and give me direction.” Nathan also takes confidence that
the seminary formation training encouraging ‘balance’ in all
aspects of ministry and life will hold him in good stead in the years
to come.
Nathan felt that the benefit of all the personal and spiritual
encouragement he received over his years of discernment and
formation was invaluable in his ‘vocational call’ journey. Integral to
that encouragement and support was his mother Jenny [pictured
below] and she would say of Nathan
“I am very proud of my son, Nathan and his achievements
along the way. As a parent, to see your children achieve
their goals in life is a great feeling. When it is something so
special as the priesthood, it is indeed very special. Nathan’s
kind understanding nature will be an asset to him in this
role. I know this sounds like something a mum would say
but it is important. I am sure he will serve our Diocese well.
His grandmother Winnie McKay used to pray constantly
for vocations and once told me she prayed that one of her
grandchildren would be a vocation. She passed away some
time ago, but it proves our prayers are always answered. I
would like to say Bishop Foley and Father Neil have been
brilliant in guiding and assisting Nathan on his journey to
priesthood.”
Nathan would advise
any person thinking
they had a vocation
to religious life to
committing to “a
personal prayer life
and listening to what
the scriptures might
be saying to you.
See the Vocations
Director in your
diocese. Take time to
look at where God
has been in your life
and where that has
placed you now. Be
courageous and take
the plunge and God
will take care of the
rest.”
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NEW WINDOWS LIGHT THE WAY
FOR INNISFAIL PARISH

Written by Diana O’Brien (Parish Pastoral Committee Secretary)

approximately level with the roof of the church and radiate across
the five chancel windows. The background colours begin with
predominately lemon at the top, then yellow, amber, red, green, aqua,
blue and finish with dark purples and browns. The three central
chancel windows have stained glass golden yellow roundels with
IHS, ALPHA and OMEGA painted with kiln fired paint” explained
the artists.

Photographer Barbara Bortolanza

“Here in this place new light is streaming” were the opening words of
the hymn sung at the beginning of the special Blessing Ceremony
of the restored windows in the body of Mother of Good Counsel
Church and the installation of the new windows in the sanctuary.
Bishop James Foley and former parish priest, Fr Frank Gordon
joined parish priest, Fr Kerry Crowley, Deacon Nathan McKay and
parishioners from Innisfail, Mourilyan and South Johnstone in the
ceremony held at 3pm on Sunday 30th August 2015.

“The planning, restoration and installation has taken 9 years, similar
to the gestation period for an elephant” shared Bishop James at the
afternoon tea held in the Parish Centre following the Blessing
Ceremony in the church.
‘It has indeed been a long and difficult journey,’ said Stephen Todd,
Chair of the Windows Committee. “Consultation, negotiation,
dozens of emails, sharing with the wider community and nine years
of meetings of the committee has culminated in what you see today”

The windows in the body of the church were restored in the
glass salvaged by Fr Frank Gordon, then parish priest, after
the devastation of Cyclone Larry on March 20th, 2006, and
completed with new glass in the same Art Deco Leadlight. Artists
Gerry Cummins and Jill Stehn, under instruction from a Parish
Windows committee, designed the mouth blown glass windows
in the sanctuary.. “The golden rays of the design start from a point
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THOUGHTS AND ASPIRATIONS
from our newly Ordained Deacon
Written by Deacon Michael Lindsay
While many would have been getting ready
for the Sea Eagles vs. Roosters match on
Friday evening, 28th August, a significant
and historic event was happening for the
rural parish of Atherton. Local parish
school principal, Michael Lindsay, was
being ordained to the diaconate by Bishop
James Foley. Parishioners as well as family
and friends of Michael and his wife Melanie
[pictured with their children, Isaac and
Sophia] filled the church for what is only the
second time that an ordination has happened
in Atherton.

community during the parish Sunday Mass
on the 19th July. Once a date for ordination
was announced, Michael and his pastor,
Fr. Greg Moses, began final preparations
for ordination. This included a programme
of formation for the people both within
Michael’s school community and the
Atherton parish – specifically around how
Michael’s diaconal ministry might look in
each of these contexts.

Ordinarily, ordinations would occur in the
cathedral, but on this occasion the Bishop and
almost the entire clergy of the diocese made
the trek up the mountain to Atherton. About
to serve in a rural area, it was important that
the people whom Michael would serve could
be present for the occasion.
Having always felt drawn to ordained
ministry in the Church, Michael had in his early years considered
the more common option: priesthood. Later, discerning married
life as part of his vocation, the idea of the permanent diaconate
opened up. From the earliest days of their married life, Michael
and Melanie had discussed and discerned if ordination to the
diaconate was part of God’s plan for them. In accordance with
Canon Law a married man may only be ordained to Holy Orders
with the written consent of his wife.

For Michael, the fact that his school and
parish communities were able to share in
so many of the ministries of the ordination
Mass attested to it being an occasion for
those communities in as much as it was for
Michael. Diaconate, by definition, means a
ministry of service; and Michael counts it
as a blessing that the community whom he
will serve were not only able to be present
at the ordination but to share so many of
the ministries during the Mass. The greatest
blessing, Michael recalls, is when his wife
and children brought forward the vestments which the deacons of
the Mass would place on Michael for the first time. “My ministry
will only be possible with the support of my family” he said.

Michael had been inspired by deacon saints such as St. Stephen and
St. Francis of Assisi but it was when he got to know some modernday deacons that discernment in that direction really took off.
Well known in the Brisbane Archdiocese, Deacon Gary Stone is
a close friend of Melanie’s family and so Michael got to know him
whenever visiting family in Brisbane. Gary’s example of balancing
family and work life with diaconal ministry sat comfortably with
where Michael and Melanie discerned their future together. In late
2009 Michael submitted the required application paperwork to the
diocese’s vocations director.
Michael then began studying a Master of Theology with a focus
on Biblical Studies. In 2012, Michael, now an “aspirant” with three
other men, commenced the Diocese’s formation programme.
This involved a series of courses each semester developing the
aspirants’ personal, spiritual and intellectual requirements for
diaconal ministry. At the end of each year the aspirants and their
wives participated in a weekend retreat which enabled deeper
discernment towards possible ordination.

Jeff Taylor Psychiatry
Dr Jeff Taylor
M.B.B.S., D.P.M.,
F.R.A.N.Z.C.P., DipCH
Dr Jeff Taylor wishes to
advise that he conducts
a home based practice in
General Adult Psychiatry
with special interest in
Psychotherapy at
7 East Parkridge Drive,
Brinsmead, Cairns

Dr Jeff Taylor has an interest in treating
conditions including:
•
•
•
•

•

At an appropriate time, towards the end of his formation, an
aspirant will petition the Bishop to be called into “Candidacy”, the
final phase of formation towards ordination. Michael was called
to Candidacy by Bishop James with the support of his parish
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Anxiety
Depression
Mood Disorders
PTSD (post traumatic
stress disorder)
Obsessive Compulsive
Disorder

•
•

•

Specific Phobias
Treatment of Military &
Veteran related problems
Psychological problems
associated with physical
illness

For appointments:
Ph: 4034 1880 Fax: 4034 2329 E: jeff.taylor.au@gmail.com
www.jefftaylorpsychiatry.com.au

PRIEST IN PROFILE : Father Hilary Flynn
I was born in central
Queensland in 1940. The
family moved north, so I
spent the next 12 years in
Mossman, Innisfail and
Cairns. My dad was a
doctor and a very good
one too. I was the fourth
of four boys followed by
my two sisters.
I was amazingly blessed
coming out of a clan of
deep Catholic faith on
both my Mum and Dad’s
side. Dad’s brother was
a Toowoomba Priest.
Mum’s sister was a
Carmelite nun for nearly
60 years. I attribute my
vocation to the priesthood to my Carmelite aunty who entered
the convent about the time I was conceived. I thank God for the
prayers of her Convent Sisters who have kept me on track these 50
years or more.
I received my schooling with the Sisters of Mercy, the Good
Samaritans and the Josephite’s of the Townsville Diocese, followed
by our own St. Augustine’s College. I then attended Banyo
Seminary and was ordained in June 1964. I was a contemporary of
the Vatican Council with its four sessions of 1962, 1963, 1964 and
1965. I also have cousins who are priests: Marist, Redemptorist
and Dominican, also two cousins who are Presentation Sisters.

out of Cairns over 10 years so I do not know Cairns people so well.
I would say I was a fairly quiet, shy (??) priest for the first twelve
years of my priesthood, and then renewal movements like Cursillo,
Marriage Encounter, and Charismatic prayer meetings came into
my life. It was at this time that I forged deep friendships and
received and gave much love for which I thank God.
I have never been involved greatly in administration affairs
or in building projects - a fair way distant from the life style of
Monsignor Lennon and others. I have mainly been a ‘people person’
with its strengths and weaknesses. I have read much on ‘the signs
of the times’ – the fight between good and evil of my lifetime.
Because of this I might say: “I know there is more of me on the
inside than on the outside, and I feel there is sometimes safety in that
and sometimes sadness.”
I have just started off as a fresh priest in Tully parish at the age of
75. I look at the example of Fr Pat McKenna who has energetically
journeyed onwards still at work, still with a laugh and a smile. May
I do the same with ongoing good health, much prayed about, and
to be worked at!
This profile has not said very much about my older brother Fr John
Flynn. He was a big, big inspiration to me and a constant loyal
loving brother. I thank God for my brother and also of course my
special mother too. Thanks also to the Diocese for the love and
welcome and the prayers I have received over 50 years – no, make
that 60 years. “God bless you all”

My first parish was Atherton of which I have very fond memories,
and I have been in and out of there over 50 years. I have had my
share of Atherton adventures for which I thank God. I was at
Ravenshoe 7 years, Weipa 6 years and Thursday Island 11 years.
Like Father Miah McSweeny and Father Tom Mullins, I do carry a
fair bit of the Torres Strait and its people in my heart. Apart from
Augustinian towns, Innisfail and Mareeba, I have done a lot of
relieving and supply throughout the Diocese. I have been in and

WANTED!!!
Part Time Missionaries
Monday – Thursday – Friday
Join the Mission of the Church,
become a Missionary in your own
parish and be part of the State
School
Religious
Instruction
Team as a Catholic catechist in an
Education Queensland school.
Please Call
Thresea Jankowski
State School RI Coordinator
Mobile 0418 184 800

Email: mjankowski@cns.catholic.edu.au
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‘FAITH, HOPE AND CHARITY’
NOURISHES ST FRANCIS XAVIER
PARISH COMMUNITY

Written by Peter Buckley

Amid much rejoicing and attended by a large gathering of
parishioners, our new Xavier Centre was blessed and officially
opened by Bishop Foley on Sunday, July 28. At the opening
ceremony, Walter Barr welcomed Bishop James and also
introduced Father Frank Gordon, Yvonne Stevens, Paul Pommer,
Dorothea Silverman and Brendon Alexander who addressed the
gathering regarding our cultural, community and faith heritage,
our commitment to the project, and Brenden then led us in prayer.

Xavier Centre

Bishop James then blessed and declared the Centre open, and also
installed a time capsule. A celebratory morning tea was enjoyed
by all present. Already the Centre’s meeting rooms; audio-visual
equipment and kitchen have been put to good use on a number
of occasions with meetings, childrens’ liturgies, parish-related
functions and other events for which the Centre has been hired.
The fund-raising committee members and their supporters will be
active over the coming years, so please support our efforts. The
venue is available for hire by calling the Parish Office on 4053 1383.
Many of our younger parishioners celebrated the Sacrament of
Confirmation recently. We congratulate them and pray that this
milestone in their faith journey will foster their commitment
in bringing Jesus into their lives and the lives of others. Sincere
thanks goes to those who instructed the candidates so well and
helped to make this important occasion so significant for them.
Again our parishioners have supported the provision of a dozen
hampers to families struggling with the severe drought conditions
in the western region of our Diocese. The donated items were
prepared, and along with our prayerful support and best wishes,
Deacon Peter de Haas, together with his wife Angela and daughter
Alisha, distributed the hampers during a recent visit. We pray
that the timely arrival of good rain will lift the spirits of those
communities and ensure prosperity and a brighter future after
their hard work and tenacity.
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2015 Recipients
It is with pleasure that we announce the following successful
Docemus Award Recipients for 2015

2015 Recipients
It is with pleasure that we announce the following successful Docemus Award Recipients for 2015

Leadership

Janet Zaccour – St Joseph’s, Parramatta Park

Secondary Teacher

Brian Hurdley – St Andrew’s Catholic College

Primary Teacher

Robyn Chambers, St Joseph’s Parramatta Park

Leadership Janet Zaccour – St Joseph’s, Parramatta Park
Secondary Teacher Brian Hurdley – St Andrew’s Catholic College
Primary Teacher Robyn Chambers, St Joseph’s Parramatta Park
School Officer Madonna Snell – Our Lady Help of Christians School
Volunteer Supporter Jan O’Donnell – Our Lady Help of Christians School
Lifelong Fr Frank Gordon – St Francis Xavier Parish
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A REPORT FROM YOUR SYNOD
Written by Lucas Felstead [Northern Beaches Parishioner]
In response to the August 2014 sitting of the Diocesan Synod, a
Diocesan Pastoral Planning Committee (DPPC) was formed early
in 2015 with the special task of drafting a Diocesan Pastoral Plan.
The DPPC, chaired by Michael Lindsay, held monthly meetings
reflecting on the minutes of previous Synods in order to develop
a draft Pastoral Plan for the Catholic Diocese of Cairns, 2016 –
2019. The August 2015 Synod’s primary objective was then to
understand, reflect and to critique the document, allowing the
DPPC to enter into the final drafting process.
The Synod began with Michael Lindsay, chair of the DPPC and
Anne Chellingworth introducing the draft Diocesan Pastoral Plan
and explaining how the DPPC had worked throughout the year
shaping the document.
The draft plan is entitled Encountering Christ, Sharing Our Joy,
highlighting the two major foci of each of the areas addressed in
the pastoral plan. Having drawn on the discussions of seven years
of an ongoing Synod process, the DPPC synthesised the desire for
planning and growth into the following five areas:
• Formation of the Baptised
• Building our Sense of Community
• A Call to our Youth
• Outreach and Evangelisation
• Enhancing the role of Diocesan Agencies.

The Synod then opened the floor to a general discussion regarding
the structure and nature of the draft before groups were formed
to review and give feedback on each of the key pastoral priorities
in the draft Diocesan Pastoral Plan. This was a very dynamic
process which led to many discussions and suggestions. By the
end of the Synod meeting the DPPC compiled the input from the
working groups to take back to their planning group in order to
draft a document that is close to finalisation. It is worth noting
however, that the diversity of the parishes within our diocese,
intuitively dictates that each parish when planning in response
to the document, will implement strategies and have priorities
that reflect the needs and dynamics of its unique context and at
the same time, adhere to the overall priority areas of the broader
diocese.

As mentioned, within the drafting of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan,
each of these priority areas were further divided into how we could
promote ‘Encountering Christ’ and ‘Sharing Our Joy’ within our
work as parish in these areas.

A big thank you to the members of the Diocesan Pastoral Planning
Committee, members of the Synod, Bishop James and all the
clergy who assist in the work of the Synod and Mr Terry Power for
facilitating the day.

NEW CATHOLIC CATECHIST TRAINING PROGRAM
Written by Thresea Jankowski
(State School RI Coordinator – Identity and Mission)

Rosie Harrison and Kris Shotam

On Saturday 8th August, Northern Deanery Catechists attended a
training workshop at Our Lady Help of Christians Parish Centre.
Fr Martin Kenny, Dean of the Northern Deanery and OLHOC
parish priest, opened the workshop with a blessing. Colin Harvey,
Assistant Executive Director -Identity and Mission, welcomed
everyone and introduced the first speaker, Rosie Harrison. Rosie
currently wears two hats. She is Education Officer, in the Identity
and Mission team at Catholic Education Services, and is also
Foundation Principal, St Joseph’s Parish School, Weipa.
While the Catechists are regularly invited to other training
opportunities, this workshop is part of a new program specifically
meant to provide standard Catechist training, and to update their
classroom skills. We were very grateful that Rosie found time to
come to Cairns to present the first module of the Catholic Catechist
Training program.
Most Catechists arrived early to share a relaxed BYO lunch hosted
by Our Lady Help of Christians Catechists, Lynette Cuzzubbo and
Theresa Garrone, before the workshop which started promptly
at midday. Rosie’s presentation allowed time for audience

participation. Many laughs were shared when we compared our
childhood experiences with current classrooms.
Kris Shotam, an IT Consultant and Catechist, demonstrated a
mini projector which could be used in classrooms and answered
questions about classroom technology issues.
Those present enjoyed exchanging ideas and discussing challenges
and were keen to know when the next module would be presented.
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Eighty Years Young AND STILL TEACHING
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION
Written by Thresea Jankowski (State School RI Coordinator – Identity and Mission)
In June, Stella Agius
happily
celebrated
her eightieth birthday,
surrounded by her
five children, sixteen
grandchildren, three
great grandchildren,
other family members
and many friends.
Over the years, Stella
has also been a very
important part of the
lives of the children
at Redlynch State College. In 1998, Stella’s friend, Jessie, asked her
to help with religious instruction classes at Redlynch State School,
which is now Redlynch State College. Stella bravely agreed to
help, so Sister Irene Harrison rsj, the then Catechist Coordinator,
provided the training, and the rest is history.

L-R Carly Forsyth, Stella Agius and Anne
Jackson at Stella’s 80th Birthday party

Stella says the student workbooks used now are a great improvement
on the worksheets that she used for lessons when she first started.
Stella still uses her own set of prayer books to teach prayers at the
beginning of each lesson. Many of the students know all of these
prayers off by heart.

Stella loves teaching the children and she is always keen to help
them to prepare for the Sacraments. If they have any problems, she
smiles and says ‘Just get your Mum to ring me.’ Stella realizes that
parents are very busy in this day and age and she is very happy to
teach the children about their faith.
Stella loves meeting past students and she is always delighted when
a past student comes up to her in a shop and asks, “Are you still
doing it? Are you still teaching Religion?” Stella is always delighted
that they have asked, and she gives them a big grin as she admits
that she is still teaching Religion.
Stella keeps busy travelling around the world and throughout
Australia visiting family, and spending time sewing, gardening,
and playing bingo and hoy.
Even though Stella leads a busy life, every Thursday you can
still find Stella sharing her love for God with the Redlynch State
College children. Because the school has expanded so much, she
now teaches five lessons each Thursday. Her friends, Carly Forsyth
and Anne Jackson are also Catechists at Redlynch with Stella. Stella
loves teaching the children and she admits that she was scared in
the beginning, but she says that with God’s help, anyone can do it.

Are stairs a problem?

Retirement Planning
“We guarantee you satisfaction”

Master Lifts have a convenient answer,
so you can stay in your double story home.

If you are over 50 and have not yet started to plan your retirement...
do it now. Almost every client says the same thing to me, “if only I
had come to see you sooner”.

• Wheelchair lifts
• Home elevators
• Pool lifts
New and used options available.

• Retirement Goals –Is it travelling, fishing spending more time
with family?
• Accessing your Super- Avoid the traps.
• Transition to Retirement – Access your super while you are still
working.
• Convert your Super to an Income Stream – Doing it the right way
• Centrelink Aged Pension – We do all that for you too
• Protect your Wealth – Making sure it lasts the distance

Call us today,
and arrange a FREE in home demonstration and quote.

07 40393100

Call us now and you can have your own
personal financial planner – 40 521 950

Have a seat...

Your first meeting is cost and obligation free*

We’ll take it from here.

Shane Tibbs* is a Suncorp Certified
Financial Planner at 206 Buchan Street,
Cairns. He has 27 years experience, helping
people achieve their goals and retiring with
a brighter future.
Phone: 07 40521950
Email: reception@stafinancial.com.au
www.stafinancial.com.au

www.masterlifts.com.au
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JOINT JUBILEE CELEBRATION AT
ST. MONICA’S CATHEDRAL

Written by Editorial Staff

On a beautiful spring morning on the 13th September Fr Ivan
Hernon and Fr Frank Crane, both retired priests of the diocese,
celebrated 60 years of priestly service. Fr Ivan was the presider
at the 10.00am Mass at St Monica’s with Fr Crane concelebrating.
Fr Ivan’s Homily was very informative of their years at Pius XII
Seminary at Banyo, followed by their Ordination on the 29th June
1955 in St Stephen’s Cathedral in Brisbane. Soon after, both priests
volunteered for ‘missionary service’ in Far North Queensland. Fr
Ivan’s first appointment was to St Monica’s Cathedral and Fr Frank
went to Tully. At that time back in 1956 the population of Cairns
was 25,000.
In the closing comments of his Homily, Fr Ivan said he was excited
of what the Church will be in the future under the guidance of
Pope Francis and said “Fr Crane and myself will be 90 next year
God willing, and I still have a lot of fire in my belly, Amen”
After Mass, both Fr Hernon and Fr Crane were greeted by past
parishioners with gifts and well-wishes. In the Cathedral grounds
under a marquee, a lovely morning tea together with a celebratory
cake was enjoyed by all who attended.
L-R Fr Hernon and Fr Crane

Both priests served in various parishes set out below: until Fr
Crane retired in 1997 and Fr Hernon retired to Brisbane in 2000.

Praying a Scripture Rosary in an Aboriginal Way
published by Aboriginal Catholic Ministry for Victoria
has brought a fresh approach to the ancient practice of
saying this prayer.
“Aboriginal people associate closely to Mary as nurturer and
comforter, like the land we call our Mother...
I see The Rosary Story as really beginning in
Our Dreaming and bringing us into the
New Jesus Dreaming.
There is so much to contemplate.”

Fr Ivan Hernon
Cathedral, Cairns
West Cairns 		
Edmonton		
West Cairns		
Tully			
Parramatta Park
Malanda 		
Retirement 		

1955 – 1959
1959 – 1965
1965 – 1966
1967 – 1971
1971 – 1984
1984 – 1991
1991 – 2000
2000

Fr Frank Crane
Tully			
Herberton		
Silkwood		
Herberton/Millaa
Malanda/Millaa
Silkwood		
Mossman		
Cathedral		
Babinda		
Cathedral		
Herberton		
Retirement 		

1956 – 1957
1957 - 1958
1959 - 1964
1965 - 1967
1967 – 1968
1968 – 1974
1974 – 1984
1984 – 1987
1987 – 1993
1993 – 1994
1994 – 1997
1997

founding
parish priest

Aunty Elizabeth Pike, a descendant of the Minang People

Chaplaincies, Apostolates, etc. - Mount St Bernard’s College
Herberton/ Three Saints Committee

$15 + postage
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REFLECTIONS ON THE YEAR OF
CONSECRATED LIFE CELEBRATION

Written by Sr. Jennifer Barrow (Little Company of Mary)

I was delighted to have received an invitation to attend the Year of
Consecrated Life celebration, held in the Cairns Diocese on Friday
10th July. Having worked at the previous Calvary Hospital Cairns,
owned and managed by the Sisters of The Little Company of Mary,
and also been part of the withdrawal of our presence in Cairns, it
was indeed a double delight to attend.
It was a re-union of many things, but mainly the priests and
religious, many of whom worked with us at Calvary, and of course
those who were chaplains there at that time, made it a very special
occasion celebrating similar journeys and stories.
The Eucharist had a richness with the religious gathered in
the Cathedral [pictured] that evening to celebrate the Year of
Consecrated Life. It struck me that it does not matter who we are, it
is how well we continue our own commitment as consecrated men
and women, in the face of many adversities, no different to many
others who suffer and face many challenges in their own journey
of commitment, whatever that may be.

This sentiment was captured beautifully in the words from Fr John
Sullivan’s Homily “Although all Christians are consecrated to God in
baptism and all are called to make a generous gift of their lives, in
the family, at work, in service to the Church and in works of mercy,
those in religious life experience this consecration “in a particular
way,” says Pope Francis. “They are totally consecrated to God; they
are totally given over to their brethren, to carry the light of Christ
there where the darkness is thickest and to spread his hope to hearts
who are discouraged.” Are those ever challenging words - ‘totally
consecrated’ – words that make me pause and wince. But if we are
effectively to be that leven, that little piece of yeast in the heart of the
Church, this is the way it must be. Jesus gives us courage by calling
us his ‘friends’ and reassuring us that it is ‘he’ who ‘has chosen us,’
and not the reverse. So let us religious continue to be those little bits
of yeast in the heart of the church and continue to humbly bear fruit
for the sake of the kingdom.”
It gave me food for thought that evening that we are never alone,
united as one, engaging with people who tread a similar journey
of challenges, the unknown, and sometimes doubt or questioning.
The precious gift of encounter with each other is something special,
and one that I found to be gift to me as I celebrated at this event
with the clergy and religious of the Cairns Diocese.
I was amazed at the growth of this beautiful city, its peaceful
surrounds and its beauty which never changes. My quick visit was
a truckload of memories of many wonderful people who shared
and worked with us in our ministry of health and aged care in
Cairns, and how quickly one can re-enter places, situations and
people’s lives, after such a long time away.
“Thank you to all”
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A PLACE FOR THE SPIRIT TEAM RETREAT

By Colin Harvey (Assistant Executive Director, Identity and Mission CES)
Catholic Education Services – Identity and Mission team
recently went on a team retreat to Siloam Atherton. The beautiful
setting and welcoming hosts was the perfect place to unpack parts
of ‘Laudato Si’ – encyclical letter from Pope Francis on the care
for our common home. It was a time of personal and professional
reflection for the team and we felt refreshed and nurtured in our
spirituality and the opportunity to ‘fill up our wells’. This was
the first of a series of faith formation opportunities that Catholic
Education Services and Siloam Atherton intend to offer to CES
staff, schools and diocesan small groups.

with many years experience in general counselling. She is deeply
committed to supporting the journey of anyone who is seeking
ongoing psychological and/or spiritual growth.
Siloam Atherton Contact details:
Phone: 4091 2339
Email: christine@siloamcentre.com and lesley@siloamcentre.com

The hosts at Siloam are Christine Ritchie and Lesley Newman.
They bought this dual residence property to be able to provide a
contemplative place for themselves and others to enjoy. They live
on site and are available on appointment for spiritual direction,
counselling, retreat or some guided reflection.
Christine brings to Siloam her experience as teacher, artist,
retreat leader and many years lived in Good Samaritan Sisters
communities formed in Benedictine spirituality. She facilitates
Enneagram workshops, Taize Prayer, Meditation for wellbeing and
Art retreats.
Lesley has extensive training and experience as a spiritual and
retreat director. She has had particular formation in Franciscan
and Ignatian spirituality. Lesley is also a professional counsellor

Standing L-R – Bryan Grech, Priscilla O’Brien, Kath Houston
Sitting L-R – Robyn Chambers, Colin Harvey, Toni Foley

Celebrating Life Giving Thanks
Locally Owned and Operated by the Heritage Family
Funeral Home | Crematorium | 300 Seat
Air Conditioned Chapel | After Funeral
Catering Facilities | Large Off Street Car
Parking | Quiet Peaceful Surroundings
Burial | Cremation | Pre Paid Funerals

A Catholic Family serving all areas of the Cairns Diocese
70-76 Maher Road, Gordonvale, Qld 4865
www.heritagebradyfunerals.com.au
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AN APPEAL TO US ALL
The 2015 Catholic Mission World Mission Appeal is inspired by the Gospel of Matthew,
verse 22:39, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself ’. This appeal invites parishioners to reach
out through their financial gifts and prayers to support the vital work of the Catholic
Church and selfless missionaries, like Sister Alma Cabassi, in our nation’s most needy
dioceses, supported through Catholic Mission’s Home Mission Fund.
Sister Alma works at the grassroots level in the remote town of Halls Creek in the
Diocese of Broome. With the nearest priest based 370 km away, Sister Alma holds
a critical pastoral and formation role in the community. In addition to providing
assistance at the fortnightly Mass and liturgy in the town itself, she is assisting with
adult formation classes, offering counselling services, managing the local op-shop and
facilitating retreats at a Catholic retreat centre.

Matthew 22:39

As encouraged by Pope Francis in his message for this year’s World Mission Sunday,
Sister Alma reaches out in ways which reflect the local culture and language, thus
empowering Aboriginal community members to minister to their own people—
physically, emotionally and spiritually.

Reach out to
your Australian
brothers and sisters

Bonnie Deegan, a renowned artist and extraordinary Aboriginal elder in the Halls
Creek community, is just one of many who rely on the support of the Catholic Church
and missionaries like Sister Alma. Her Catholic faith has always been a vital part of her
life and her identity, which is why she is determined for her grandchildren to also grow
up to know God through a Catholic tradition and have a positive lifestyle.

By supporting Catholic Mission today, you can help missionaries, like Sister Alma, continue her vital work in serving the many remote
communities surrounding Halls Creek. Together, we can reach out and make a real difference to our neighbours—our Australian brothers
and sisters.

HARVEST PILGRIMAGES
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FORMATION
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DEAR YOUNG PEOPLE,
LET YOURSELVES BE TAKEN OVER
BY THE LIGHT OF CHRIST, AND SPREAD
THAT LIGHT WHEREVER YOU ARE.

Are you thinking of going on pilgrimage?

- St. John Paul II

Experience the Gospels as they come to life – walk with us in
the footsteps of Jesus or follow the pathways of some of the
Church’s greatest Saints.

Years 7-12 ALL welcome!

Join us to: The Holy Land • Italy
• Portugal, Spain and France • Greece and Turkey

Fortnightly
Sunday, from 3-5pm

CONTACT US ON 1800 819 156
TO RESERVE A COPY OF OUR
NEW 2016 BROCHURE
Toll Free: 1800 819 156

|

Lic. 2TA 003632

St. Andrew's Catholic College
Senior Library

www.harvestpilgrims.com

For more information contact Rachael on
0447752292 or rachaeltheknight@gmail.com

Fuelled Catholic Youth
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Happenings Across the Diocese
A TIME FOR CELEBRATION
Stratford Parishioners Maureen and Kevin Fields [pictured] have
been in the lime light over the last few months. The team at the helm
of Far North Queensland’s premium level home care provider, Ten
Years Younger Home Care, began a new chapter in its six year history
with a celebration marking the launch of new corporate branding at
their Collins Avenue premises.
In May 2015 Maureen was awarded Cairns Business Woman of the
Year at the Cairns Business Women’s Club Awards. Hot on the heels
of taking home the highest accolade in this year’s Awards, Maureen
has done it again, this time in the Australian Institute of Management
Queensland Excellence Awards securing the title, Owner Manager of
the Year for her role as Director of Ten Years Younger Home Care.

CREATING UNIQUE ARTWORK FOR AGED
CARE FACILITY

Students from St Andrews Catholic College Art Department produced
2 murals for Regis Redlynch. With ideas from residents, combined
with the creative ‘edge’ of students of the College, these murals have
the potential to visually enhance the residents’ environment thereby
contributing to their wellbeing and care.

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS
AT MERCY VALLEY
“Fatima prophecy still relevant
today” (Pope Benedict xvi).
Since the blessing of a statue of Our
Lady of Fatima at Mercy Valley
on Saturday 18th April 2015, the
increase in pilgrims coming to
the Shrine has been noticeable.
The life-size statue of Our Lady
was made of white marble in Italy
and donated for the Shrine by a
generous couple from the Gold
Coast. It is enshrined within the
Grotto located in the beautiful
gardens.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK
WELCOMES NET
It was great to have the NET Team’s [ pictured with Anne
Chellingworth and students from MSB] visit to the Diocese coincide
with Catholic Education Week and many of our schools took the
opportunity to engage with the team.
‘When the NET team came we learnt how to ignite hearts, engage minds
and serve others as part of Catholic Education week. They showed us
how to love people like Jesus and how to be nice with your words and
actions. It was really fun and educating!’ said Brock Girgenti, Year 5
student at St Augustine’s, Mossman, and Ashley Herrington, fellow
Year 5 student commented ‘’The NET team taught me that you really
have to look out for other people. We did lots of fun activities when we
had to work and think together as a team. I learned that it’s good to put
others before yourself!’

The Shrine at Mercy Valley is
blessed by the presence of the
statue which attracts not only local faithful, including youth groups,
but also interstate and overseas visitors.
Every First Saturday of the month is Fatima day at the Shrine, with
the celebration of the Holy Mass, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,
an opportunity for receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
Eucharistic/Rosary procession to the Grotto of Our Lady, prayers
and Benediction.
At the Shrine prayers are offered for peace in the world, the Church,
Cairns Diocese, our country and our families.
For more information call Fr Andrew Dembicki OSPPE on
4093 7898.

TULLY DEBUTANTES BALL 2015

This year 26 girls made their debut. The girls were presented to Fr
Hilary Flynn, Tully Parish Priest, as the Bishop was unavailable. 690
guests attended the ball which was held at the MPC Centre at Tully.
The hall looked spectacular, themed ”Horospiritha in Greece.” The
Debs and partners presentation dance was Neon Moon followed by
Balmoral Blues and Oslo Waltz. A wonderful night was enjoyed by
all.
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MY JOURNEY TOWARDS DIACONATE
Francis Bedford, St Francis
Xavier parishioner will be
ordained a Deacon on Sunday
the 29th November at the 5pm
Cathedral Mass. Frank said of
the beginnings of his journey
“I was led by our Lord into our
Church in January 1994 under
the direction and support of Fr
Peter Vandeleur at St Francis
Xavier’s parish. Over the years
at St Francis Xavier’s I assisted
with various outreaches and
evangelistic programs and with
Fr Peter. I was given instruction
and gained an in-depth insight
into the Catholic faith.”
In 2007 I was quite ill and had to change careers. When I started to
recover I had a visit from Cathy Spencer, Pastoral Support Services
Manager and Cathy asked if I would be interested in joining the
pastoral team and I said yes. I then started on a journey of study and
learning over the past eight years that has culminated in our Lord
leading me into a deeper walk of service to His people, a journey that
is taking me into Holy Orders to become a Permanent Deacon in the
Diocese of Cairns.
The Rite of Candidacy Mass on Sunday 18th October at the 5pm
Cathedral parish Mass will be celebrated prior to ordination and all
parishioners are invited to attend both Masses.

NEWLY APPOINTED HUMAN RESOURCES
OFFICER FOR THE DIOCESE
The Diocese of Cairns
has appointed Jae
Lundstrom to the
position of HR Officer.
Jae is a Cairns local,
born and raised. She
has completed tertiary
studies at James Cook
University, graduating
in 2004 with a Bachelor
of Business degree.
Specialising in human
resources, Jae started
her career working for
5-star hotels before
moving onto Dawsons
Engineering, where she
has gained valuable HR experience in the mining and heavy industry
sector.
In this HR role for the Diocese, Jae will be:
• contributing to the completion and filing of the Enterprise
Bargaining Agreement
• streamlining HR processes like performance reviews and
inductions
• creating a Code of Conduct for CCELC [Cairns Catholic Early
Learning and Childcare]
• a point-of-contact for staff
Currently, Jae can be found in the Payroll Office but will eventually be
moving to an office in the Bishop’s House.

KOREAN COMMUNITY COMES
TOGETHER...
UPDATE FROM MOTHER OF GOOD
COUNSEL PARISH, INNISFAIL

About twenty-six members from the Korean community of Cairns
gathered at St Monica’s Cathedral on Sunday 13th September for the
celebration of Mass with Fr Kisum Marie Joseph Yun of Ivanhoe,
Victoria. Members of the community are working to make this
a regular event. Sena Yang said “We are fortunate to have such a
gracious Cathedral for our small community” and Sena also thanked
Bishop Foley for supporting their community here in Cairns.

NATIVITY FAVOURITE MOVES TO
SOUTHERN DEANERY

(L-R) Caitlin Bignall, Madeleine Bignall, Chelsea Zaini, Fr Kerry
Crowley, Fr Federico Pelicon S.J.

The Cathedral crib which has been
part of the Cathedral parish for well
over 70 years has found a new home
in Innisfail. Last year Bishop Foley
purchased a new smaller crib, which
was used for Christmas last year.
The old crib was handed recently
to Liam Kenny of Mother of Good
Counsel parish by Theresa Wallwork
[pictured].

Earlier in the year during a Sunday Mass when the Youth Group
provides the Ministries, three new Ministers of the Word were
commissioned. This was particularly special as the three are all
members of the Youth Group; two of them read beautifully at that
Mass on the Sunday morning.
The Parish Pastoral Council continues to meet regularly. They have
been following ‘The Joy of the Gospel’ for spiritual formation and will
follow this with a study of “Rebuilt” The Story of a Catholic Parish
by Fr Michael White and Tom Corcoran. This will guide the actions
of the Parish Pastoral Council in their work in the Mother of Good
Counsel Parish.
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Happenings Across our
MOTHER OF GOOD COUNSEL PRIMARY SCHOOL NORTH CAIRNS
BOOK CHARACTERS BROUGHT ALIVE

FEAST DAY CELEBRATIONS

Written by Jemma Paton (Year 6 Student)

Written by Hollie Taylor and Leila Alexander (Year 4)
Recently students around
Australia celebrated Book
Week. Everyone from
Mother
of
Good
Counsel School (North
Cairns) dressed up as
their favourite book
characters.
Some
popular costumes were
superheroes,
fairies,
princesses, animals and
lots more. There were
lots of very creative
costumes. Even the staff
dressed up.

The whole of our class, 6A dressed up as punks from the novel Billy
the Punk by Jessica Carroll and Craig Smith. We came wearing
chains, eyeliner, hairspray, and ripped jeans. ‘It was fun to dress up
as punks and we all looked awesome,’ said Lewis Smith. ‘It was cool
because you got to be naughty for a day, it was like being a different
person,’ says Poppy Derrington. All of year 6 are sad that we won’t be
dressing up for Book Week next year.
It was fantastic to see so many children participate and get into the
spirit of Book Week.

On the 14th of August
splashes of colour, smiles
and fun, running around
going wild! It’s the
MOGC colour run! The
colour run was a blast.

Sue Glanville and
students

We ran with our
buddies around the oval,
swimming in colours.
There were balloons and
streamers everywhere
and lots of smiles. I really
enjoyed it. We had to wear a plain white
T-shirt, so the colours would stand out.

We could kick balls around and hit handballs, but my buddy and I
just raced each other. He won most of the races. They played loud
music and we danced around.
Early in the morning we had a Mass. We finished off the day with a
really fun disco. Then every child got an ice-cream and then went
home. I could not stop telling my family how much fun it was.

MOUNT ST BERNARD COLLEGE HERBERTON
YEAR 9 EXPEDITION: COLLINS WEIR TO
MSB

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK AT
MOTHER OF GOOD COUNSEL SCHOOL

Written by Ben Smith (Middle Leader, Mathematics and Junior
Pastoral Care Co-ordinator)

Written by Charlotte Thamm (Year 5 Student)
In week 3 MOGC, North Cairns celebrated Catholic Education
Week. This was an opportunity for us to celebrate the great things we
are doing in our school. All the grades had to perform one or more
acts of kindness.
Some grades helped or read to their buddies, some picked up rubbish
and kept the environment clean and healthy and others made
‘Kindness’ vouchers for their mums and dads. Everyone in the school
had to make a God’s Eye. We had to weave wool around crosses
made of paddle pop sticks.
These were displayed on a
path where all the parents
walked so that they could
see them. There was also
a string that was displayed
outside the office. Students
could bring a ribbon to
school and tie it to the
string to remind us to be
thankful.
MOGC Principal Ruth Mallon with
grandparents Bert and Loretta Toomey
Another special activity we did was holding a Mass for our
grandparents. Our grandparents came to school for the Mass then
went to our classrooms to see what we did on some of our mornings.
In my classroom we talked about how lessons are different because of
new technology and new laws. After that, all the grandparents went
to a morning tea. During class everyone drew a picture inside a love
heart saying ‘Grandparents Day’ which we displayed on the walls
near the library and tuckshop.
It was really fun reading to our buddies and making the God’s Eyes!

The first light of Monday, 3
August, was the beginning of
the Mount St Bernard’s College
Year 9 expedition. Two groups
spent four nights and five days
walking from Collins Weir (West
of Walkamin), predominantly
along the Walsh River, back to
Mount St Bernard College. The
first group included all of the
attending girls of Year 9, Mr
Nightingale, Ms Kirk and Ms Standen. The second group included all
of the attending boys, Mr Smith and Mr Part for the first three nights,
where Mr Collins was with the group for the final night and day.
Students were introduced to key skills that are developed in an outdoor
setting and can’t be undertaken in the classroom environment. This
included being able to “set up camp” requiring students to ensure
they could stay in a place and have either nil or minimal impact on
the environment. By the end of the trip, students were able to set
up their sleeping area, using bivouacs; prepare their cooking area;
go to the toilet without polluting our waterways; amongst other
outdoor essentials. Key skills developed between camp sites included
being able to hike over a variety of terrains, including the crossing of
waterways, in a safe and effective manner. Students learnt the most
effective manner was to be able to work as a team: Passing packs
between each other to allow for safe waterway crossings, be patient to
ensure all fellow hikers are able to complete each leg, use a compass
and being observant so as to use the available non-electronic tools
effectively.
As many people local to the Walsh River region would be aware,
the sites were beautiful and the nights freezing. Regions that were
camped at allowed plenty of fresh water, wind free region for a safe
evening fire and refreshing water to bathe in.
Continue to page 17
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Continued from page 16
Expeditions are memorable events that all attending students and
staff will remember. Such a program does not exist in this manner at
any school in the region, where attending staff all enjoy the experience
with the students in a different to normal environment. Students also
get to see staff experiencing the same difficulties as they do, we eat
from the same billy, drink the same water, and set up our own camp.
Together we grow through the experiences and the challenges.

NAIDOC AT MSB 2015
Written by Mrs Flo Cornish (Transition Support Co-ordinator)
Mount St Bernard College is very proud
of the cultural diversity of our students
and staff.
A large proportion of students come
from remote Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander communities. We also
have students from Papua New Guinea
and, of course, from mainland Australia
including the local Tablelands area. This
creates a fantastic opportunity everyday
to learn about and share the wonderful
array of cultures and traditions practised
by our families.

SOCIAL JUSTICE - MOUNT ST BERNARD COLLEGE
Written By Tahlia Shailer (Captain - Social Justice Committee)
Tahlia Shailer (Captain) Nathan
Dowling, Joel Ainsworth, Misti Jessop,
Yilonda Harris, Georgia Smy, Georgia
Rivett and Emily Ainsworth.
At the beginning of the school year at Mount St Bernard College,
I started to wonder how I could possibly make a difference at this
school that could benefit not only us but the rest of the community.
Our Year 11 Religion and Ethics class visited a primary school and
had a speaker from Caritas come and show us what social justice is
and how we could incorporate it into our school life. They showed us
the benefits and how we could apply them. This got me thinking, and
I went around to my fellow peers and asked who would possibly want
to help me make a social justice committee. Once I found willing
volunteers I got straight to work to push for my first proposal of
discos, free dress days, and all sorts, and the timing was right.
Our first project was The Biggest Morning Tea to raise money for The
Cancer Council. I approached one of my teachers, Ms Nicola Edwards
and she was very supportive. We got right to work planning the food
items, getting decorations and allocating jobs. When we finished we
managed to raise a whole $209.45 for The Cancer Council in the 15
minutes of morning tea break.
We then got up at assembly during Reconciliation Week at the end
of May, and started an awareness campaign about Racism – No
Way, encouraging our multi-cultural school to embrace each other’s
differences and stamp out racism in our school.
Another of our fundraisers was a Free Dress Day for the Ravenshoe
Blast Victims, and our small school turned out their pockets and put
on their best clothes and raised $633.65, with all money raised going
straight to the families of the victims in Ravenshoe.
On Monday 10th August we celebrated International Day of
Indigenous Peoples, and Ms Edwards organised for students
of all backgrounds to participate in the prayers of the faithful
during morning liturgy, and we heard students and staff speak
in the languages of the Torres Strait Islands, Papua New Guinea,
New Zealand, Fiji, Scotland and Ireland to celebrate our school’s
indigenous peoples.
We have just recently had our Year 12 class undergo the stressful
times of QCS testing, and Mrs Bakker, Ms Edwards and I have all
put in and cooked a healthy and nutritious breakfast for the senior
students. We have gotten many praises for our efforts and are glad
our year 12 students could concentrate on their QCS test with a full
belly.

Monique David-Mosby in
traditional headdress
NAIDOC at Mount St Bernard College was celebrated on 21st August,
2015. It’s always a fantastic time of reconciliation and togetherness,
and an opportunity to share in God’s bounty. NAIDOC celebrations
also reinvigorate our mission to support our students’ proud heritage.
Some of the highlights of the day were the opportunity to host
parents and families of students and the opportunity for students
to showcase their culture through dance, music and art. Everyone
enjoyed sharing traditional food that is enjoyed in our many home
communities.
The official NAIDOC celebrations began with St Augustine’s College
Orchestra and Band dropping in as part of their Outback tour. They
shared their beautiful music with us in Main Hall. Thank you St
Augustine’s.
This was followed by a moving liturgy in the Sisters of Mercy chapel.
This year’s theme was “Standing on Sacred Ground”. Students mixed
soils from different communities with the life-giving waters of the
Jirrbal people - the traditional owners upon which our school stands.
Parent, Stewart Marquardt and students cooked a kup murri in a
specially dug pit on the grounds of St Mary’s Dorm complex. The
food was delicious. Along with a wonderful selection of Islander
delicacies, our cooks prepared kangaroo kebabs and home-grown
food from MSB’s Agriculture Practices class: sausages, cheeses and
non-alcoholic wine. The feast included a wonderful array of salads
and sweets provided by kitchen staff. All who attended definitely
went home with full stomachs.
On the entertainment side, Kutcher Edwards, a well-known
entertainer, participated in our celebrations. He was warmly received
by students, their families and the other guests. Phillip Geia provided
a wonderful display of dance with his dance troupe. Our students
performed traditional dances with some of the ‘ailan’ mums joining
in.
Last, but not least, our very own Didj Kids performed. This made us
all very proud to be connected to these students and to the Mount St
Bernard College community.
Thanks to everyone involved in our wonderful NAIDOC Day
celebrations.

I believe that our small Social Justice Committee has made a huge
impact on people’s lives. We do it not for money, not for recognition,
but for the bubbly feeling that helping people leaves behind in our
hearts. As a Catholic College we felt it was important to continue
the social teachings of the Catholic Church in our school and
community. All schools should step up and get themselves a small
Social Justice Committee as it improves the atmosphere of the school
and does make a difference to your community, no matter how big
or small it may seem.
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Didj Kids L-R:
Billy Dau, Liam
Kaspersson, Mapoo
Thaiday, Joshua
Lane, Tyronne Jones,
Tamuri Namai and
Meku Dau
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ST MARY’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE
ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE
CELEBRATES...

WE ALL STAND ON SACRED GROUND – IN
CELEBRATION OF NAIDOC
A huge thank you to
Mr Norman Miller –
the College Indigenous
Officer for the wonderful
work he is doing with
the Junior Years students
during
our
week
celebrating NAIDOC.
Students have been very busy learning about Indigenous culture;
learning songs around the campfire, eating damper cooked by Mr
Miller’s mother and painting boomerangs. Mr Miller has once again
set up a sacred space in the far corner of the oval where the Junior
Years’ students have been invited to gather and spend a precious 40
minutes in his company.
Our students are so lucky to have access to someone of Mr Miller’s
calibre, teaching them about the history of the traditional custodians of
the land, and Indigenous traditions and culture. Thank you, Mr Miller.
Your hard work and dedication is very much appreciated by all!

100 DAYS
SMARTER
As part of studies in
Mathematics, our Year
2 students have been
counting the number
of days they have been
at
school.
Students
celebrated their 100th day
of school on Wednesday
15 July 2015 and participated in many fun math activities on the day.

Written by Alison Frazer (Acting Events & Publicity co-Ordinator)

Junior Academic Awards Recipients
The month of August saw the College celebrate a number of successes.
On Wednesday 5th August the College celebrated its NAIDOC and
Academic Awards Assembly. This assembly celebrated both the
significant contribution of our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
families as well as acknowledged the academic achievements of
students across the year levels during the first half of the year.
The National NAIDOC theme was We all Stand on Sacred Ground:
Learn, Respect and began with a moving liturgy prepared by senior
students and was followed by guest speakers, Mr Dennis Jia and Mr
Benjamin Mitchell, Co-chair National NAIDOC Committee. Mr
Jia and Mr Mitchell encouraged all to learn more about the history,
meaning and the extraordinary relationship of our local region and the
traditional custodians. NAIDOC week was a wonderful opportunity
to recognise the contributions Indigenous Australians have made to
our society and to our College.
The theme of Learn, Respect and Celebrate also linked to the
recognition of those students who excelled in their Semester One
results. This is a new initiative for the College instigated by newly
appointed College Principal, David Harris. It was pleasing to see over
100 students acknowledged for their high grades achieved through
their sustained efforts in both the classroom and at home. It is also a
strong recognition of the support of their teachers and parents with
over 150 parents joining the College for the assembly.
It is through a strong partnership between school and home that
students are able to achieve to their potential. To help initiate this
partnership the St. Mary’s community extended a warm welcome to
prospective students and families at their Opening Evening. All who
attended were extremely impressed with their experience and the
facilities on offer at St Mary’s Catholic College.

正式挂牌
On Thursday 18 June, we officially opened the Confucius Classroom
at the College.
The opening of the Confucius Classroom (1 of only 3 in Queensland)
is a milestone of our quality language teaching and learning journey. It
also symbolizes the full support of the Confucius Institute at University
of Queensland to our Chinese teaching program.

Many parents provided glowing feedback on the professionalism of the
staff and students who led their tours. In addition to this, the response
to the vibrant displays, interactive activities, impressive music items,
action-packed sporting fields and delicious food was overwhelming.
All students involved were confident and well-presented and were keen
to elaborate on what they had personally gained from their St Mary’s
experience.
College Principal and father of three, David Harris, shares the
aspirations of all parents that children achieve to their potential. He
strongly values the opportunities that a good education affords young
people and believes in setting high standards and expectations for the
staff and students of St Mary’s Catholic College.

Thank you to the Confucius Institute, Mr Diarmuid O’Riordan
(Deputy Executive Director, Catholic Education Services, Cairns),
Mrs Linda Cooper (Councillor, Division 6, Cairns Regional Council),
Mrs Clare Manning (Wife of Mayor of Cairns, Mr Bob Manning) and
Mr Craig Crawford (State Member for Barron River) for attending the
official opening of the classroom.
A special thank you must go to Mr Shixiang Chen (Chinese Teacher)
and Mrs Lucy Fedrizzi (Head of Department – Languages) for their
vision and initiative in setting up this program.
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ST AUGUSTINE’S COLLEGE
YEAR 11 RETREAT
Written by Rihards Rubulis, (Year 11)
Year 11 is one of the most
challenging years in school. Not
only does the jump from Year 10 to
11 seem insurmountable, but what
is most difficult about the year, is
preparing to launch into the final
year of high school. In the last stages of Year 11, the teachers see you
as the leaders of the school, which places a huge burden and a sense of
responsibility upon our shoulders and with increasing standards; the
boots can often feel too big. So during this stressful time, the boys of
Year 11 are given the opportunity to go on a Retreat.
It is understandable if some show a lack of interest in going, often
believing their time can be better spent. The majority of the Year 11s
will agree with me in saying, the Retreat was nothing like what most
of the students had imagined and many were pleasantly surprised. By
no means was it physically draining like the previous camps where
one often went to bed nursing scratches and sore joints. Instead the
Retreat became a place to step back and review the kinds of men we
had become in this stage in our lives. Some may have been astonished
at what they saw, while others knew what kind of person they were, but
it can be guaranteed that nearly every person got what they put into
the Retreat.
“It surpassed my expectations, and I want to thank Mr McCarthy
and Mr Toombs for the hours they contributed to ensure a successful
Retreat,” Tomaso Bortolanza reflected after returning from the Retreat.
Furthermore, the Retreat was a chance to see your peers and teachers
alike, away from the business and challenges of school. In particular,
when Mr Martino and Miss Jashar opened up and “unpacked their
suitcase,” it allowed us to view the teachers as, well, ‘human.’ The five
meals a day also kept stomachs full and glasses empty, whilst touching
moments after reading affirmations strengthened the ‘Saints’ family
spirit.
The teachers are to be thanked especially for all the tireless effort they
put in and unwavering support to help and listen to students. All in
all, the College has provided on many fronts a successful Retreat to be
enjoyed for many years to come.

COLLEGE CELEBRATES 85 YEARS OF MARIST
EDUCATION
Written by Jesse Hyden (Year 10 student)

GAP MEDICS:
LAUNCHING MEDICAL
CAREERS
Written by Eusebio Goncalves
(Year 11 student)
In this day and age, students are put
under a tremendous amount of pressure
to choose a career as early as possible. It
is therefore, crucial to gain an insight and make an informed decision
of what a career entails. Quality work experience is invaluable for
young people. It is the building blocks on which careers are paved,
launching students to be what they want to be. More importantly, it
allows students to truly comprehend the realities of a profession. This
is the reason I chose to spend the June/July holidays in Africa on a
two-week medical placement with the Gap Medics program.
Inspired by former Saints student, Jack Boylan-Ascione, I saw the
chance to experience medicine through Gap Medics as an opportunity
I could not miss. The international program not only allowed me to
see first-hand into the field of medicine, but more importantly, a life
changing look at the realities in global health, especially in tropical
and underdeveloped regions.
While it is possible to attain work experience in Australia, Gap Medics
allowed me to see and do more than any Australian hospital would
ever allow - exposing me to real-life situations and providing me
with uncensored interaction with the medical world. Furthermore,
I was given some hands-on experience, which included giving
vaccinations, taking blood pressures and measuring the pulse rate of
patients. These experiences sum up just a small fraction of what I did
medically on my two-week placement in the hospital.
When we weren’t at the hospital, there were plenty of ways to enjoy
the free time. The Masai village was an experience of the African
culture and how it is so different from Western society. Visiting the
local orphanage was an eye opener and allowed me to appreciate
what I have in a humbling way.
One of the highlights of the trip was the variety of people I met. I
found the Gap Medics staff and hospital mentors always happy to help
and further enhance my experience. The seventy other international
students I met, made the stay all the more enjoyable as it allowed me
to learn about a number of different cultures.
Gap Medics was a life-changing experience and I will cherish it
forever. It would never have been possible without my family and
friends’ support, especially my parents as well as the RSL for granting
me funding towards the trip.

St. Augustine’s College, one of Cairns’ oldest Catholic day and boarding
schools and a fixture of community life, celebrated its 85th anniversary
recently. The school has come far from its beginnings as a solitary
building in the middle of a swamp, now offering a world-class education
to almost eight hundred students as far away as the Northern Territory.
This anniversary is a special year for the College, considering that the
school has again taken on Year Seven students for the first time in
decades, and also with the completion of the beautiful Lavalla building.
The anniversary was held on Champagnat Day, a day on which the Andrew O’Sullivan and Adam
College celebrates its foundations in the Marist faith and traditions.
Dobson (Senior and Junior
The celebrations begun with a special Mass, with many high-profile guests Champagnat Medallion
such as Brother Roger Burke, a former Principal, and Brother Michael winners) at the Lavalla table
Green, the Director of all Marist schools in Australia. Champagnat
Awards were given to students who had demonstrated living out the
Marist Charism in their lives. Aside from the Mass’s traditional Canon,
a new sculpture, another celebratory measure, was unveiled and blessed
in the Mass.
The sculpture, a year in the making, depicts two students conversing at
a table, representing the fraternity which characterises the school. The
table is a replica of the table which Saint Marcellin Champagnat, the
founder of the Marist Brothers, built himself and ate at every night with
his companions, and is made of bronze which will last for centuries. The

charming quirk of the sculpture is that there are
two empty seats at the table where students can
sit, interacting with the artwork.
For the remainder of the Mass, students from
every year level were acknowledged with several
awards, for living out their lives according to
Marist values. Shortly after the conclusion of
the Mass, boys were dismissed to Barlow Park
where they played various novelty sports, a
tradition highly favoured by the students.

There were celebrations for the adults too,
with a cocktail party in the evening where
past students, their partners and members
of the College community were invited to
enjoy drinks and canapés, entertained by the
school musicians. This represented the end of
the day’s celebrations, which catered to all in
[L-R] Br Darren Burge,
the community. Everyone enjoyed a joyous
Diarmuid O’Riordan, Annmilestone of 85 years, but it is sure to be just one
Maree Catalano, Sue & Lee
MacMaster at the cocktail party of dozens to come.
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VISITING REDEMPTORIST PRIEST
SHARES HIS MANY PASSIONS

Written by John O’Brien

In August, following on from the successful 2014 Holy Spirit Rally,
the school hall at St Joseph’s Parramatta Park, was once again filled
with joy. This was the second Holy Spirit Rally in what might
become an annual event. The theme of this year’s rally was Healing;
and the guest speaker was Fr Hugh Thomas CSsR. Once again, the
night started with the Youth for Christ band and musicians leading
us into a time of praise and worship. Both young and old were
singing God’s praises; it was great to see people, about 50 in all,
from different parishes joining us and praising the Lord together.
Fr Hugh spoke about healing and how God was ready to heal us.
He spoke about the different aspects of healing and how we need
to open our hearts to what the Lord wants to do within us. He told
us of many healing miracles that he has witnessed throughout his
ministry.

with the Lord. The Healing Rally was jointly organised by
representatives from Catholic Men for Christ, Couples for Christ,
and Disciples of Jesus. We hope that this partnership will continue
in the future and bring more charismatic events to the Diocese of
Cairns.
During Fr Hugh’s time in the diocese he spoke at the Catholic Men
for Christ Men’s Breakfast; he spoke on ‘The Joy of the Gospel’
(Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation) and our encounter with
Jesus. He also visited three rosary groups, a local Cenacle (meeting
of Marian Movement of Priests), St Therese Parish Charismatic
Prayer Group, and Disciples of Jesus Covenant Community. He
encouraged each of these groups with his teaching and sharing.
Many thanks go to Barry for bringing Fr Hugh to Cairns.

Fr Hugh also reminded us of the importance of reconciling with
God as a way of preparing our hearts to receive his healing. We
were fortunate to have Fr Paul Muthoottil Punnoose CFIC and Fr
Joby Jose CFIC, who generously gave us their time to provide the
Sacrament of Reconciliation on the night. After a time of praise
and worship, we then moved into praying for healing and several
prayer teams ministered to those who were there.
The night finished with some more praise songs and a time of
fellowship. Barry Hoare, our Master of Ceremonies [and coorganiser] for the night, did a great job in making everyone
welcome and encouraging people to have a deeper relationship

Fr Hugh Thomas CSsR (in white) with participants at the Rally

Everything is Interconnected:
THE HEART OF POPE FRANCIS’
ENCYCLICAL ON THE ENVIRONMENT
Written by Deacon Alban Hunt

The environment is usually spoken about in scientific, economic
or political language. In his encyclical, Laudato Si, Pope Francis
gives us a language of faith to speak about environmental issues.
Because he studied science in his first degree, Pope Francis
begins his encyclical with the facts. He asks: what is happening
to our common home? Consulting with a wide-range of eminent
scientists, he notes broad consensus on a range of scientific issues,
including melting polar icecaps, species facing extinction, highly
toxic waste, genetic modification. Pope Francis notes that on many
concrete questions, the church has no reason to offer a definitive
opinion; she knows that honest debate must be encouraged among
experts, while respecting divergent views. (LS#61) We need only
take a frank look at the facts, he writes, to see that our common
home is falling into serious disrepair. (LS#61) Pope Francis
observes that the external deserts are growing because the internal
deserts have become so vast. (LS#217) God has joined us so closely
to the world around us that we can feel the desertification of the
soil almost as a physical ailment, and the extinction of a species as
a painful disfigurement. (LS#89)

Having reflected on the first creation narrative in the Book of
Genesis, Pope Francis commends us to understand creation as,
more than something to be studied and controlled, a gift from
the outstretched hand of the Father of all. (LS#76) Consequently,
he forcefully rejects the notion that our being created in God’s
image justifies absolute domination over other creatures. Each
community can take from the bounty of the earth whatever it
needs for subsistence, but it also has the duty to protect the earth
and to ensure its fruitfulness for coming generations. (LS#67)
Pope Francis observes that we have only one heart, and the same
wretchedness which leads us to mistreat an animal will not be long
in showing itself in our relationships with others. (LS#92) Because
everything is interconnected, LS#138 our relationship with the
environment can never be isolated from our relationship with
others and with God. (LS#119) Hence, Francis sees the ecological
crisis as also a summons to profound interior conversion LS#217,
both individually and globally. His hope is that we may, in the
end, find ourselves face to face with the infinite beauty of God and
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be able to read with admiration and happiness the mystery of the
universe, which with us will share in unending plentitude. (LS#2)
Written by Rev Fr John Chalmers (Brisbane Archdiocese)
“Around seventeen of us met in Atherton to hear Fr John Chalmers
speak about the Pope’s Encyclical letter on care for the environment”
said Dcn Alban Hunt. Differences of opinion became evident in
the first break. Like elsewhere in the world, some rejected the idea
that there is damage happening to our climate, others saw the
question of equitable distribution of resources as an attack on the
capitalist system and others were inspired that the discussion on
the health and welfare of our environment now has an articulated
spiritual dimension to it.
Some people left after the first of the three sessions. It was an
indication of just how difficult it is to dialogue about the issues
involved in the care of our environment. What was obvious was
that the discussion needed to be at the level of both the head and
the heart. Fr John conveyed his passion for the Pope’s document
and drew us into the passion Pope Francis has for “sister earth.”

An aspect of the encyclical that was evident from Fr John’s
presentation was that the document is multi-faceted. One of the
facets the encyclical provided was a logical analysis of how we
got to where we are now and how to move forward. It speaks of
beauty, creativity and destruction. It calls for urgent action. The
encyclical challenges the justice of the present situation. Namely
who is carrying the largest burden of climate change?
The central theme of Pope Francis’ document was the
interrelationship between humanity, nature, the environment and
God. This interconnectedness means that political, economic,
environmental and social planning needs to have the health of
our planet as an ongoing consideration in all decisions made. This
spirituality is where “the rubber hits the road.”
The Pope has named the spiritual dimension of the environment
and has provided a language for us to enter into a dialogue with
others on the future of our planet. We all need to ask the question
“Will we take up the challenge to care for our sister Earth?”
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EXHIBITION GIVES PARTICIPANTS
THE ‘COURAGE TO CARE’

Written by Colin Harvey (Assistant Executive Director – Identity and Mission, Catholic Education Services)

The Courage to Care Exhibition (14th August – 11th September)
had a significant impact on all whom have had the opportunity
to visit the Seville Mercy Conference Centre and engage with the
Exhibition and the interactive workshops. Approximately 1700
students, 500 adults, including Catholic Education staff and the
general public were touched by the survivors’ personal recounts,
the artefacts on display and the volunteer led tours. The survivors’
recounts revolved around owing their survival to a mix of divine
providence, determination and people who had the courage to
care – ordinary people who risked their lives during World War ll
to feed, clothe, hide and smuggle strangers out of danger.
The overriding message of ‘Courage to Care’ was the importance
of taking a stand against prejudice, racism, discrimination and
bullying – and not being a bystander. 88 year old survivor, Halina
Robinson estimated that over 100 courageous people helped her
survive the Holocaust, which claimed her entire family. She said, “I
tell the children you may find yourself in a situation where somebody
needs help, however small. Do it. Remember me and don’t say it is
not my business.”

Here in Cairns, we had our very own local hero, burns survivor
Carol Mayer, who was recognised at the ‘Courage to Care’ launch
for her courage and determination to move forward and help
others. In her speech, Carol spoke of how giving back to others
has been her medicine and urged us all to appreciate and treasure
what we have and to encourage and help each other in times of
adversity.
‘Courage to Care’ has been an Identity and Mission project two
years in the making in collaboration with the Courage to Care
team and Seville Mercy Conference Centre. I congratulate and
thank members of the coordinating committee for bringing it
to a successful reality - Andrea Gregory, Terry Power and Rod
Cole-Clarke, Vicky Parker, Kath Houston and Priscilla O’Brien.
Appreciation is also extended to schools and the general public for
supporting the project through participation.
L-R Andrew Havas, Carol Mayer and Colin Harvey

Some comments received spoke of the impact it made in people’s
lives:
• The session was truly wonderful. The presenters were wonderful.
The message was subtle. The displays were well presented and
powerful. We had much food for thought. Each person in their
own quiet way can make a difference. This was ‘too good to miss’.
• Information relevant to our society today, across all generations.
Connection of historical stories to actions that we can take to
care about others.
• I will try to be more aware of others, their needs, be kind,
courteous, loving, and non-judgemental.
• I will step out of my comfort zone where possible.
• I will try to be more of an upstander – to be brave and continue
to do small things with great care.
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GULF SAVANNAH PARISH IN PROFILE

Written by Deacon Peter de Haas (Parish Pastoral Leader)

It has been a busy few weeks in the Gulf Savannah Parish with
confirmations, commissioning of Lay Leaders, a bush baptism
and pastoral visits to stations and communities. These visits were
accompanied by a distribution of hampers and food, made possible
through the generosity and kind- heartedness of other parishes in
our Diocese.

On Saturday 12 September, Allie Garde, daughter of Peter and
Erin Garde, was baptised at Reigate Station about 20kms outside
of Croydon.

From 11 – 15 August, Fr Frank Gordon, Vicar General, visited
the Gulf Savannah to administer the Sacrament of Confirmation
[pictured] to 8 young parishioners. Unfortunately, Bishop Foley
was unwell and unable to make this trip as originally planned; so, at
very short notice, Fr Frank kindly agreed to what was a demanding
schedule of Confirmations at Gregory Downs, Croydon and
Georgetown. For each of the young people and their families and
sponsors, the joy of receiving this Sacrament was very evident as was
the sound preparation they had received beforehand from Sr Irene
Harrison rsj.
While Catholics in larger
centres are used to regular
access to the Mass, for the
people of the Gulf Savannah
Parish, Mass is only available
about 7-8 times per year.
Consequently, for some
years now the Catholic
community of Normanton
have been very faithfully
conducting Liturgies of the
Word and Communion
on most Sundays when
no priest or deacon is
available. This arrangement
was formally recognised
recently when Dcn. Peter de
Haas commissioned three
Lay Leaders of the Sunday
Liturgy for Normanton. A
further three Lay Leaders
were commissioned in
Forsayth and it is hoped
that other communities and townships might follow suit.

It was a typical ‘bush christening’ and although Allie was too
young to run away and hide in a hollow log, the poem: “Bush
Christening” by Banjo Paterson, was recited by one of Allie’s uncles
to the great enjoyment of the assembly! Certainly the opening
lines seem very appropriate also for this vast Parish:
“On the outer Barcoo where the churches are few,
and men of religion are scanty,
on a road never cross’d ‘cept by folk that are lost….”
Well, Dcn. Peter together with his wife Angela and daughter Alicia,
didn’t get lost but travelled more than a few kilometres on very
dusty tracks in visiting a number of cattle stations in the Etheridge
and Croydon shires from 27 August till 13 September These shires
have been drought declared for three years and many areas are
incredibly dry and dusty, with much of the country looking very
tired and parched. It has been a very difficult time for families on
the stations. Several parishes in our diocese have responded very
generously, and consistently, to show their care and concern for
these families. West Cairns Parish made up 12 marvellous hampers
and Silkwood Parish raised funds which were used to buy (locally)
fruit and vegetable packs. These are small but nevertheless very
meaningful expressions of concern and support and were very well
received by all families
visited.
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Please keep the people
of the Gulf Savannah
in your thoughts and
prayers!

(L to R: Jack, Geoff,
Amelia
and
Taryn
Seccombe from Coralie
Station near Croydon,
showing their delight
in receiving one of the
12 hampers from West
Cairns Parish.)

LITURGICAL RENEWAL 2015 –
NORTHERN DEANERY

Written by Terry Power (Mercy Ministries Far North Queensland)
In 2014 Fr Frank Gordon proposed that as a diocese we begin a
process of liturgical renewal. After gathering a group of interested
people, and having this initiative endorsed by the Synod, this
proposal has been taken up and enacted across each of the three
deaneries in the diocese.
The ultimate goal of this initiative is that as individuals and as parish,
liturgy will be the source and summit of Church life. As part of this
renewal in the Northern Deanery, a series of 6 workshops based on
the liturgy resource Powerful Points has been hosted at the Seville
Mercy Conference Centre, Earlville. More than 100 participants
gathered for each of these sessions which developed their
liturgical knowledge and related theology concerning,
‘An Introduction to Liturgy’, ‘Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion’ and ‘Ministers of the Word’. The feedback
from participants of these sessions has been overwhelmingly
positive.

Special thanks go to Fr Frank for his vision, enthusiasm and
dedication, and to the committee, who planned, organised and
presented the sessions. Thanks also to the Seville Mercy Conference
Centre for their extravagant hospitality, their facilities and generous
practical assistance; to Catholic Education Services for the
administrative support and to the diocese for their financial support.
More information regarding this initiative is available through
your parish priest/office, Terry Power (Mercy Ministries Far North
Queensland - 0432766883), Theresa Wallwork (Cathedral Office 40512071), Wanda Musumeci (St. Francis Xavier’s Parish office –
40531383) or Margaret Pestorius (0403214422)

A further program focusing on Music Ministry was held on
9-10 October which included the liturgical renewal modules
and some practical workshops. This initiative will continue
into 2016 and is likely to include modules on ‘Ministers to
the Sick and Dying’, ‘Ministers of Hospitality’, ‘Lay Leaders of
Liturgy’ and ‘Ministers of the Word with Children’.

As Domus Australia approaches the fourth anniversary of
its opening, there is much to celebrate. Established by the
Archdiocese of Sydney with the support of the Archdiocese
of Adelaide and other Australian dioceses, Domus Australia is
an authentic Italian 32 room guest house located centrally in
Rome. “Established specifically with Australian pilgrims in mind,
Domus Australia will provide a very comfortable and welcoming
base for your time in Rome, offering all the Australian comforts
in the beautiful historic buildings and daily Mass in English in
its magnificently restored Chapel…..” said Archbishop Anthony
Fisher OP, newly installed Archbishop of Sydney, when he
recently stayed at Domus Australia in June.
The key mission of Domus Australia is to provide Catholic
travellers and pilgrims with comfortable facilities where guests
can experience the fusion of Italian history and charm with
great Australian hospitality and comforts.
Bookings and enquiries: reservations@domusaustralia.org or
visit www.domusaustralia.org
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HOW MAY WE HELP OUR AGEING PRIESTS?

Written by Rev Fr John Newman (Pastor Emeritus, Atherton)

Pope Francis keeps a note from his
grandmother ‘Nonna Rosa’ tucked
inside his breviary. And It reads...

May these, my grandchildren, to whom
There is no quick fix for the shortage of priests in our diocese.
However, the few we have will last longer if we relieve them of those
tasks that may be done by a lay person. True, some priests insist on
doing everything. Such priests need to let go.
Lay people already do things that were untouchable 40 years ago.
Ministers of Communion, for example! Wow! In the past, a lay person
was not permitted to touch a chalice, much less the consecrated host.
Females were banned from inside the altar rails. Parishes would now
be much impoverished with no Ministers of Communion to help at
Mass and take Communion to the sick and shut-ins. Priests would
be stretched without Pastoral Councils, Pastoral Carers, Finance and
other committees to help them. A priest’s essential role is to preside
at Mass, anoint the sick, absolve sinners, confirm the baptised and
(for bishops) impart Holy Orders.

I gave the best my heart has to offer,
lead long and happy lives. But if one
day, hardship, illness or the loss of a
loved one should fill them with grief,
may they remember that one sigh
directed to the tabernacle ... may
cause a soothing drop to fall on the
deepest and most painful of wounds.

Strictly speaking, marriage, baptism and funerals have never
essentially required a priest. Of course and most importantly, we
need to pray for and foster vocations to the priesthood. But, when
priests are aged and scarce we should expect them to do only what
is strictly necessary. Jesus said to his disciples ‘Pray the Lord of the
harvest, to send labourers into the harvest.’ He did not say ‘send
priests.’ Priests were not ordained until the Last Supper. Jesus simply
said ‘send labourers.’ This surely means that everyone has a role in
the harvest.
The ordained are ordinary Ministers of Communion. The
non-ordained may be appointed as extraordinary Ministers of
Communion. The non-ordained may also be appointed as ordinary
Funeral Ministers by the bishop or the parish priest (Requiem
Masses excluded). A Lay Funeral Minister is not extraordinary.
Sylvia Cockburn, a Gulf Savannah parishioner, has filled this role
most capably in Chillagoe for the past decade.
Just as Lay Ministers of Communion are now integral to parish
life, so too it should be with Lay Funeral Ministers. Some diocesan
parishes may have up to four or more funerals in one week. A priest
is not the sole Minister of Communion: nor should he be regarded
as the sole Minister of Funerals. Priests always want to be with their
parishioners at this distressing time, but we need to impress on them
and on ourselves the essential difference between what we want to
do and what we need or are conveniently able to do. The priest may,
of course, say a Requiem Mass at another suitable time.
How do we achieve this? Speak about it with responsible people
in the parish, discuss it with your parish priest and then DO
SOMETHING about it, write to the Bishop. The Lay Funeral
Ministry is long established in some parishes where priests are in
short supply.
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TIME AWAY FOR MEN TO COME ALIVE

Written by John O’Brien

that brings scripture alive. They encouraged us to come to
God daily in prayer. We were also asked to form groups in
which we encourage each other by sharing our scripture
reading and how it relates personally. Finally we were asked
to consider how we can be men of God through prayer,
fellowship (with other men), and action in the parish (find
your place in the parish – make a difference).

Men, get wild? Pig hunting on the Cape? No. It was a call from the
presenters at the menALIVE weekend in St Therese’s Parish. In late
August of this year, 28 men took time out to come together and grow
in relationship with other men. During the weekend we experienced
a program of talks and personal testimonies which were telling us
that real men are not passive but are courageous. God wants men
who are wild about life – with God, with families, with other men.
Peter and Chris (our presenters) led us, in their talks, through our
relationship with God, our heavenly Father, and what it means to
be a man of God. Words that reflect the messages that we were
being given are: ‘life changing’, ‘male bonding’, ‘pray’, and ‘spiralling
towards God’. The presenters introduced us to a new form of prayer

In the final session many participants shared that they were
leaving with a very positive attitude. In the words of one man,
the course “revealed to me how I can have a more personal
and joyous relationship with Jesus through scripture. This joy
and love will flow onto my wife and children.” Another man
shared that he was a bit sceptical before the weekend; this
man left with a positive desire to strengthen his prayer life. For
many of the men the highlight of the weekend was the time in small
groups where they felt free to share; they developed a bonding with
their fellow men. So ended another successful menALIVE weekend
– this one sponsored by the Men’s Group at St Therese’s Parish
Edmonton.
Missed this event? Please listen/watch out for an opportunity to
participate in a future menALIVE event. menALIVE is a National
Catholic Ministry to men with a vision of allowing them to
discover that God is at work in their lives. Each man’s experience
of a menALIVE event is unique because God meets each of us
individually, where we are in our journey.

Your Complete Guide to Planning or Arranging a Funeral.

We are here to help you every step of the way
Personal | Professional | Available 24 hours every day

Signatory to Queensland Funeral Industry
Code of Conduct
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MERCY HEALTH EXPANDS AGED
CARE SERVICES INTO QUEENSLAND

Written by Kasey McCulloch (Media Officer, Mercy Health)

Mercy Health is pleased to announce its
expansion of aged care services in Queensland,
continuing to grow its national presence, as
a provider of compassionate care to older
Australians in residential aged care, retirement
living and home care services.
On 1 June 2015, Mercy Health expanded into Far North Queensland
and started providing residential aged care across two homes,
retirement living for 139 residents as well as home care package
services. The services had previously been run by Holy Spirit Care
Services, with the two homes known as Holy Spirit Mary Potter and
Holy Spirit Westcourt.

“The names of our residential aged care homes in Cairns may have
changed, however we have ensured the compassionate, quality
service to those entrusted into our care continues as a cornerstone of
Mercy Health Cairns,” Ms Ghose said “At Mercy Health we empower
our residents to live as independently as possible, while nurturing
companionship and a sense of belonging, and we look forward to
continuing that for many more years to come in Cairns.”
Mercy Health is new to Queensland; however the name Mercy dates
back to 1888 when the Sisters of Mercy first landed in Cooktown.
The following year the St Mary’s Convent of Mercy and Boarding
School was built and between 1967 and 1996 the Sisters of Mercy
also managed Bethlehem Nursing Centre.

To coincide with the new ownership, Holy Spirit Mary Potter was
renamed Mercy Place Woree and Holy Spirit Westcourt which
includes Coral Sea Gardens Retirement Village, was renamed Mercy
Place Westcourt (pictured).
Ms Anita Ghose leads Mercy Health’s aged care ministry
establishment in Queensland as State Manager Queensland and
Western Australia, and brings more than two decades of experience
to the role.
Ms Ghose said it has been an exciting time for Mercy Health,
entering a new state and expanding its aged care services in response
to a growing need for care.

THE MEANING OF THE ASSUMPTION

Written by Br Darren Burge (Principal, St Augustine’s College)

The Feast of the Assumption (15th
August) is a special day in the Marist
calendar each year. Although it is an
important day for the whole Church,
it is especially significant for us
Marists. The Assumption honours
the belief that when Mary’s earthly
life was over her heavenly life with
God began.

born to live forever, in God. As it was for Mary, so it can be for us.
Nothing that this world can throw at us will diminish the surety of
that belief. As people attempted to recover heart and purpose in the
aftermath of the evil of World War II, the Assumption symbolised for
them that most essential human element – one that can ultimately
be only sourced in God – reason to HOPE.
St Augustine’s celebrates the Feast of the
Assumption at St Monica’s Cathedral

We get an insight into the deeper
meaning of the Feast of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary when we consider that
although it was an ancient celebration of the Church, written about
since at least the third or fourth century, it was not until 1950 that
Pope Pius XII finally proclaimed it - just five years after the utter
destruction that was the Second World War, a time when faith was
tested and hope seemed to vaporise.
The dogma of the Assumption is essentially about faith and hope. It
goes to the very core of our Christian belief – that as humans we are
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CAIRNS WELCOMES YOUTH
MINISTRY COORDINATORS FOR
ANNUAL NETWORKING CONFERENCE

Written by Anne Chellingworth (Diocesan Youth Ministry Coordinator)
In the last week of August I had the wonderful privilege of
welcoming members of the Australian Network of Diocesan Youth
Ministry Coordinators to Cairns. This year was the first time that
our Diocese has hosted this national body’s annual conference and
seventeen Australian Dioceses were represented at the gathering.

The conference was informative, thought-provoking and
encouraging for everyone involved and we look forward to meeting
again next year in the Newcastle-Maitland Diocese.

Youth Ministry Coordinators engaged in four days of networking,
resource sharing, professional development and spiritual formation.
A highlight of the conference was time spent at Mercy Valley,
reflecting on Mercy, the theme for next year’s Jubilee as well as the
2016 World Youth Day in Krakow, Poland. By happy coincidence,
our visit fell on the Feast Day of our Lady of Czestochowa, the
Patroness of Poland, and we were blessed to have Fr Andrew
Dembicki OSPPE, celebrate a special Mass with us in her honour.
Bishop Foley invited delegates to dinner on one evening and we
were treated to a delicious meal accompanied by fascinating tales
of the previous Bishops of Cairns, complete with props and a house
tour. I received many compliments on the hospitality that Cairns
provided to delegates and our gorgeous weather, with Coordinators
from southern states relishing the opportunity to defrost!

Conference delegates gathered at Mercy Valley
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THE 2015 CAIRNS CURSILLO THREE
DAY JUNE WEEKEND A GREAT SUCCESS

Written by Maria Mezes (Cursillo Coordinator 2015)

Group photo Cursillo 3 day June Weekend

The Cairns Cursillo Team led by coordinators Denis Provera
and Maria Mezes, worked hard and prayed constantly for three
months for prospective Candidates, and in the preparation of the
structured talks and meditations that made up part of the weekend
program. Father Hilary Flynn, the Spiritual Advisor, celebrated
a daily Mass and was available for Reconciliation during the
weekend. A vibrant group of musicians provided music to praise
God and the proximity to nature at Genazzano Retreat Centre was
a perfect venue to leave everyday life behind and focus on Spiritual
renewal.
Candidates from Tully Heads, Innisfail, Babinda, Millaa Millaa,
Mareeba, Trinity Beach and Cairns accepted the invitation to
“Come and See” and in doing so discovered the multiple blessings
of taking part in a Cursillo Three Day Weekend.

The weekend provided each individual with effective tools to live
out their adult Catholic faith. It was a grace filled, enjoyable and
enriching experience for all taking part. The Holy Spirit came upon
the group and brought them together in deep Christian fellowship.
The Cursillo Movement continues to be active throughout the
year. Short monthly gatherings called Ultreyas, for those who have
completed a three day weekend, are held in Cairns and/or the
Tablelands and Innisfail. Dates and details are provided in local
Church Bulletins.
For further information about the next Cursillo Three Day
Weekend visit the website cairnscursillo.org or contact the
Secretary on
4053 7878.
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TREVISANI AND FRIENDS
(TREVISANI E AMICI)

Written by Barbara & Tina Bortolanza

different dishes including the traditional radiccio and
Italian sausages were served followed by dessert, coffee
and sweets. This was a great time for fellowship that was
enjoyed by all present, while also fostering the culture of
the Trevisani. President Claudio De Faveri congratulated
the organisers and thanked everyone for making the day
such a success.

More than one hundred and twenty people from Innisfail, Mareeba,
Ingham, Tully and Cairns joined with the members of the Innisfail
group of Trevisani Nel Mondo North Queensland Inc to celebrate
Pope St Pius X, the patron saint of Trevisani, at Mother of Good
Counsel Catholic Church on 16 August 2015. Fr Kerry Crowley
celebrated the Italian Mass and in his Homily spoke of the
similarities between Pope St Pius X (who was considered a reformer
of his time) and our present Pope Francis. The Innisfail Italian
choir filled the church with their beautiful melody in honour of this
special occasion.
After Mass the congregation then moved to the undercover area
of the Good Counsel Primary School for lunch where a variety of

Pope St Pius X was born Giuseppe Sarto on June 2, 1835
in the little town of Riese, in the province of Treviso. Fr
Sarto was ordained in 1858 and worked in parishes in
and around Treviso. On August 9, 1903 Cardinal Sarto
was elected pope and took the name of Pius X. Pope Pius
X first encyclical “Restore all things in Christ” (Ephesians
1:10) is thought to reveal his priority for his papacy. He worked
tirelessly with the poor and also with the education of clergy and
lay people. Through his papacy he reorganised the seminaries and
reformed the way clergy taught the Christian Doctrine. As “the Pope
of the Eucharist” he encouraged the frequent reception of the Holy
Eucharist by all Catholics.
Pope Pius X died on August 20, 1914. A part of his last will and
testament which read, “I was born poor, I lived poor, I died poor” gave
insight to his character and the life that he led. He was canonised on
May 29, 1954. His feast day is 21 August.

Chano Trentin’s
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YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS
INVITED TO NATIONAL FESTIVAL

Written by Anne Chellingworth (Diocesan Youth Ministry Co-ordinator)

The Archdiocese of Adelaide is set to host the next Australian
Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) on the 3rd, 4th & 5th December
2015. This national event was established by the Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference to provide young people with opportunities to
deepen their relationship with Jesus, be empowered to be disciples
in the world today and encounter and celebrate the vitality of the
Church in Australia.
Here are some comments from the 2013 ACYF:
“The Festival made the Catholic Church relevant and accessible in the
lives of Australian teenagers!!!” – Leader

“With all the different topics, there was something to suit everyone’s
different interests.” – Participant
“So many times I heard young people say ‘I didn’t know a Catholic
event could be cool!” – Leader
Young people who are interested in joining the group travelling from
Cairns are invited to contact Anne at Cairns Catholic Youth Ministry
to find out more about pricing, accommodation, supervision and
available funding. Email: achellingw@cns.catholic.edu.au or Phone:
4050 9755.
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We remember those who have
died from our parishes
Margaret (Peggy) Heritage

7th November 2014 Tully

Stanley Burton		

22nd July		

Atherton

Jane Rodda		

25th May

Atherton

Mary Dillon		

23rd July		

Innisfail

Queenie Tolputt		

29th May		

Earlville

Bruno Maifredi		

25th July		

Tully

Martin Murillo		

30th May		

Tully

Daniel Klarich		

25th July		

Dimbulah

Joseph Ciseau		

30th May		

Cathedral

Gavin Swindley		

27th July		

Innisfail

Adelina Grasso		

1st June		

Innisfail

Howard Watson		

29th July		

Innisfail

Robert Dillon		

4th June		

Innisfail

Evelyn Guy		

29th July		

North Cairns

Leslie Carman		

7th June		

El Arish

Rossano Tolentino		

31st July		

Cathedral

Bounta Vongdara		

7th June		

Babinda

Oliviji (Oliver) Turk

2nd August

Mareeba

Patricia Darby		

13th June

Innisfail

Jeanette Micallef		

4th August

Innisfail

Ignazio Greco		

14th June

Innisfail

Maxine Mullen		

5th August

Dimbulah

Debi-Ann Lohman		

15th June

Silkwood

Angelo Senna		

6th August

Mareeba

Joyce McClelland		

15th June

Innisfail

Mary Cross		

7th August

Innisfail

Rozalia Kochan		

21st June		

Parramatta Park

Amalia Rossi		

8th August

Innisfail

Guido Baldissera		

23rd June

Babinda

Serafina Zappala		

9th August

Atherton

Sebastiano Giaquinto

23rd June

Tully

John Eaton		

10th August

Atherton

Joyce Harding-Ahlers

26th June

Mareeba

Annie Martorella		

11th August

Innisfail

Keven Mead		

29th June

North Cairns

William Robinson		

12th August

Tully

Valentino Lago		

2nd July		

Tully

Annie Hodge		

16th August

Innisfail

Leslie Cahill		

2nd July		

Mareeba

Win Bowman		

16th August

Earlville

Gregorio Barrese		

2nd July		

Mareeba

Carlo Gatti		

23rd August

Tully

Orlando Chirio		

9th July		

North Cairns

Fred Torre		

23rd August

Innisfail

Elterio Tudini		

9th July		

Mareeba

George Russo		

30th August

Tully

Mary Lindsay		

11th July		

North Cairns

Ellen Mullins		

31st August

Tully

Alan Arici		

12th July		

Innisfail

Mark Cutuli		

2nd September

Innisfail

Gojko Zelenika		

17th July		

Dimbulah

Ligio Ghidella		

3rd September

Babinda

David McIvor		

18th July		

Mareeba

Amanda Van Roy		

6th September

North Cairns

William Cahill		

18th July		

Atherton

Carmelo Lo Giudice

6th September

Innisfail

Audrey Ward		

19th July		

Mission Beach

Patrick Eales		

7th September

Mareeba

Erin Alekna		

20th July		

Atherton

Francis Donovan		

8th September

Cathedral

Vince Vella		

21st July		

Babinda

June Leary		

15th September

Earlville

May they rest in peace
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