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“I desire mercy, and not sacrifice” (MT 9:13) 
...The works of mercy on the road of the Jubilee

Extract from Pope Francis’ Lenten Message, News VA…3. The 
works of mercy

God’s mercy transforms human hearts; it enables us, through the 
experience of a faithful love, to become merciful in turn. In an ever 
new miracle, divine mercy shines forth in our lives, inspiring each 
of us to love our neighbour and to devote ourselves to what the 
Church’s tradition calls the spiritual and corporal works of mercy. 
These works remind us that faith finds expression in concrete 
everyday actions meant to help our neighbours in body and spirit: 
by feeding, visiting, comforting and instructing them. On such 
things will we be judged. For this reason, I expressed my hope that 
“the Christian people may reflect on the corporal and spiritual works 
of mercy; this will be a way to reawaken our conscience, too often 
grown dull in the face of poverty, and to enter more deeply into the 
heart of the Gospel where the poor have a special experience of God’s 
mercy” (ibid., 15). For in the poor, the flesh of Christ “becomes 
visible in the flesh of the tortured, the crushed, the scourged, the 
malnourished, and the exiled… to be acknowledged, touched, and 
cared for by us” (ibid.). It is the unprecedented and scandalous 
mystery of the extension in time of the suffering of the Innocent 
Lamb, the burning bush of gratuitous love. Before this love, we 
can, like Moses, take off our sandals (cf. Ex 3:5), especially when 
the poor are our brothers or sisters in Christ who are suffering for 
their faith.

In the light of this love, which is strong as death (cf. Song 8:6), 
the real poor are revealed as those who refuse to see themselves 
as such. They consider themselves rich, but they are actually the 
poorest of the poor. This is because they are slaves to sin, which 
leads them to use wealth and power not for the service of God and 
others, but to stifle within their hearts the profound sense that they 
too are only poor beggars. The greater their power and wealth, the 
more this blindness and deception can grow. It can even reach 
the point of being blind to Lazarus begging at their doorstep (cf. 
Lk 16:20-21). Lazarus, the poor man, is a figure of Christ, who 
through the poor pleads for our conversion. As such, he represents 
the possibility of conversion which God offers us and which we 
may well fail to see. Such blindness is often accompanied by the 
proud illusion of our own omnipotence, which reflects in a sinister 
way the diabolical “you will be like God” (Gen 3:5) which is the root 

of all sin. This illusion can likewise take social and political forms, 
as shown by the totalitarian systems of the twentieth century, and, 
in our own day, by the ideologies of monopolizing thought and 
technoscience, which would make God irrelevant and reduce man 
to raw material to be exploited. This illusion can also be seen in the 
sinful structures linked to a model of false development based on 
the idolatry of money, which leads to lack of concern for the fate 
of the poor on the part of wealthier individuals and societies; they 
close their doors, refusing even to see the poor.

For all of us, then, the season of Lent in this Jubilee Year is 
a favourable time to overcome our existential alienation by 
listening to God’s word and by practising the works of mercy. In 
the corporal works of mercy we touch the flesh of Christ in our 
brothers and sisters who need to be fed, clothed, sheltered, visited; 
in the spiritual works of mercy – counsel, instruction, forgiveness, 
admonishment and prayer – we touch more directly our own 
sinfulness. The corporal and spiritual works of mercy must never 
be separated. By touching the flesh of the crucified Jesus in the 
suffering, sinners can receive the gift of realizing that they too are 
poor and in need. By taking this path, the “proud”, the “powerful” 
and the “wealthy” spoken of in the Magnificat can also be embraced 
and undeservedly loved by the crucified Lord who died and rose 
for them. This love alone is the answer to that yearning for infinite 
happiness and love that we think we can satisfy with the idols of 
knowledge, power and riches. Yet the danger always remains that 
by a constant refusal to open the doors of their hearts to Christ 
who knocks on them in the poor, the proud, rich and powerful 
will end up condemning themselves and plunging into the eternal 
abyss of solitude which is Hell. The pointed words of Abraham 
apply to them and to all of us: “They have Moses and the prophets; 
let them hear them” (Lk 16:29). Such attentive listening will best 
prepare us to celebrate the final victory over sin and death of the 
Bridegroom, now risen, who desires to purify his Betrothed in 
expectation of his coming.

Let us not waste this season of Lent, so favourable a time for 
conversion! We ask this through the maternal intercession of the 
Virgin Mary, who, encountering the greatness of God’s mercy freely 
bestowed upon her, was the first to acknowledge her lowliness (cf. 
Lk 1:48) and to call herself the Lord’s humble servant (cf. Lk 1:38).
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‘Never tire of working for a more just 
world, marked by greater solidarity’ (Pope Francis)

Students from Catholic schools and supporters from across 
Australia will this year join in Caritas Australia’s Project 
Compassion, one of Australia’s largest humanitarian fundraisers. 
This year marks 50 years of Project Compassion. Caritas Australia, 
the Catholic Church’s international aid and development agency’s 
annual appeal raised a record-breaking $11.57 million last year 
thanks to supporters, schools and parishes across Australia, 
including Cairns. 

Project Compassion runs through the six weeks of Lent and brings 
hundreds of thousands of Australians together in solidarity with 
the world’s poor, to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold 
dignity.

 “Project Compassion has transformed millions of lives and every 
year since 1965 we have demonstrated our faith, our compassion 
and our generosity towards the most vulnerable members of our 
global family.”

Money raised goes towards Caritas Australia’s humanitarian and 
long-term development programs in more than 40 countries across 
Asia, Africa, the Pacific, Latin America and to First Australian 
communities.

SIXTH SUNDAY OF LENT
20 March

Week 6:  INDIA
Dhaniram Story – Advocating for Change 

In Dhaniram’s village, there are 117 households, and nearly every 
family lives hand to mouth, with no food or money in reserve. 
Many, like Dhaniram, work as ‘daily wages labourers’, constantly 
searching for work and living without a secure income. “I am only 
able to support my family to some extent,” says Dhaniram.

Like many communities across the Tribal Belt, Dhaniram’s village 
were unaware of the many flagship social security schemes that 
the Indian government has in place to support its most vulnerable 
communities. “There is a low rate of literacy in my village and a 
low level of awareness of our own rights and entitlements,” says 
Dhaniram.

Bringing to life the teaching of Preferential Option for the Poor, 
supporting tribal rights is a key focus of Caritas India, aided by 
Caritas Australia. As a result, the Hamara Haq (‘our rights’) project 
has been implemented across five districts in the Tribal Belt. The 
project actively helps communities learn about their rights and 
entitlements. And, it helps them to strengthen their traditional 
governance, so that rather than relying on others to make decisions 
for them, communities can plan and direct their own development.

Dhaniram received training in Human Rights, Leadership, Local 
Governance, Legislation and Forestry Rights, and soon realised 
the potential for change in his village.

Using his new knowledge, Dhaniram took the lead, and helped 
bring electricity to his village. And, in an even bigger project, he 
navigated complex administrative processes to ensure a stalled 
government housing project was restarted.

One of the stories highlighted this year is Dhaniram’s story. 
Dhaniram, 24, lives in the State of Chhattisgarh, Central India. 
The state is part of a region, known locally as the Tribal Belt. Over 
7.8 million people live in Chhattisgarh including people from 
645 distinct tribes. Dhaniram is driven to help create change in 
his village. Through the grass-roots Hamara Haq (‘our rights’) 
project, run by Caritas India and supported by Caritas Australia, 
he’s gained the skills to help his community claim what’s rightfully 
theirs and develop their plan for a better future.

For generations, people from Scheduled Tribes have been 
marginalised and discriminated against and today they are among 
the poorest of the poor in India.

Please donate to Project Compassion 

2016 and help vulnerable 

communities in India learn more 

about their rights so they are 

empowered to speak up, ask for their 

rights and create lasting change. 

Call 1800 024 413 or 

visit www.caritas.org.au/

projectcompassion.
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A NEW YEAR BEGINS 
with Faith and Mercy
Written by Czek Kersevani (Director of Development)

On Thursday the 18th of February, the Commencement Mass, a 
very important event on our college calendar, was celebrated with 
both enthusiasm and reverence with a focus on the College’s theme 
for 2016- Mercy - this is the name of our God.

College Chaplain Fr Laurie Timms led a vibrant liturgy. “Mercy,” 
he said, “is often misunderstood to mean an act of consideration 
given to a person in an inferior position by someone in a position of 
superiority. In the broader sense, mercy refers to right relationships 
between all peoples, especially when that right relationship is not 
easy. This is where mercy becomes heroic mercy because it sometimes 
costs us.”

Mercy is a defining attribute of God and at the heart of Christian 
life. It is love, forgiveness, understanding and compassion in action. 
God’s mercy transforms human hearts; it enables us through the 
experience of faithful love, to become merciful in turn. This was 
also made evident in the Gospel of Luke 10:25:37 by the Good 
Samaritan, and in the Homily, where a short script from the 
movie Ice Age intertwined the Mercy theme with the message of 
“looking out for one other.”  Encapsulating all this were students, 
parents, staff, brothers and the year 12 leaders reciting pledges for 
commitment to live faithfully, day by day, in their world of work 
and study.

Many other school Principals and Diocesan leaders including 
a large number of parish priests across the Cairns diocese took 
part in the service.  Br Neville Solomon (QLD Director of Marist 
Schools Australia) and Ms Sally McEniry (Marist Youth Care) 
acknowledged the celebration with Br Neville commenting, “A 
great community celebration that magnifies the Saints spirit.”  

Not to be forgotten was the orchestra and cantors who, once again, 
did an outstanding job at leading the musical parts of the Mass. 
The ceremony concluded with the singing in Latin of the ancient 
Marian hymn, Sub Tuum and Ancient words renew us.

College cantors lead the singing

Are stairs a problem?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call us today,  
and arrange a FREE in home demonstration and quote.

 

Have a seat... 
We’ll take it from here.

www.masterlifts.com.au

Master Lifts have a convenient answer,  
so you can stay in your double story home. 

 
• Wheelchair lifts 
• Home elevators 

• Pool lifts 
New and used options available.

 

07 40393100
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2016 CATHOLIC MISSION CHURCH APPEAL    Freecall: 1800 257 296    catholicmission.org.au/cambodia

Please give life and a new future  

to the least of these children

Catholic Mission’s 2016 Church Appeal
‘Just as you did it to one of the least of these, 
you did it to me.’ – Matthew 25:40

“Your education ... is the only wealth you can bring anywhere 
and nobody can steal it.”

This was what Eulie Desacula’s parents told her when she 
was just a young girl growing up in the Philippines. Now 
that she is the superior of the Daughters of Charity in 
Phnom Penh in Cambodia, she carries that sage wisdom 
with her to this day.  Sister Eulie (pictured) is featured as 
the face of Catholic Mission’s 2016 Church Appeal. For the 
past ten years, she and the Daughters of Charity have been 
providing education and care to disadvantaged children 
through the safe and loving care of their Lindalva Centre. 

Please keep an eye out for the appeal later this year. 

For information or to donate, please visit 
catholicmission.org.au or phone toll free 1800 257 296.

Written by Fr Karel Duivenvoorden

When I came to the diocese six years ago, little did I know how 
rich my time would be in the far north. I came with the experience 
of having recently lived for ten months with Cistercian monks in 
the Yarra Valley, Victoria. In discussing my spiritual and human 
development, Bishop James suggested, among other things, that 
I continue to keep in touch with the monks. His advice provided 
a solid grounding for me in the pastoral work I undertook with 
communities at Innisfail, Tully-Silkwood, the Torres Strait, 
and Mossman-Port Douglas, and in a range of other efforts and 
initiatives across the diocese. I am so grateful to James and to all 
with whom I have shared this journey over these past years. Thank 
you one and all for your companionship and for sustaining the 
faith that gives us purpose in life.

TOT SIENS! (Dutch for: until we meet again) 
My plan is to return to the Cistercian monastery 
at Tarrawarra by Easter. There, with the small 
group of monks, I want to continue my journey 
deeper into the mystery of God and me. Under a 
rule crafted by St Benedict in the seventh century, 
I will work (simple manual tasks to assist the 
community’s self-sustainability) and pray (seven 
formal times each day starting at 3.45 am) in an 
atmosphere of simple austerity, relative silence, 
and hospitality to others. In this enclosed and 
contemplative community, I will do what Benedict 
still urges: to listen with the ear of my heart in a 

school of life and love. Cistercian monks take up vows of obedience 
(to the Abbot), stability (with the community ... at Tarrawarra), 
and continued growth and conversion of life. These vows may well 
have given shape to promises made at ordination: obedience to 
a bishop, stability to a diocesan community, and commitment to 
constant change through the process of conversion from moment 
to moment.

I take with me many happy experiences and memories, and leave 
with you the assurance of my prayer ... an openness to the ever 
expanding mercy and love of God, mirrored in the wonder of an 
ever expanding universe and the hearts of each and every person. 
May God, in silent riddles, awaken us all to this truth. 
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DIOCESAN CHOIR CELEBRATES 
THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS

Leafy Environs of 
ST MONICA’S COLLEGE

Written by Theresa Wallwork

Written by Sr Therese Masterson RSM 

The choir, which is the Bishop’s delegated Diocesan choir 
and under the direction of Toni Dunstan, sings regularly 
at the Cathedral Sunday 10am Mass.  2015 was a busy year 
starting with the Chrism Mass, then the Easter celebrations 
followed by the ordinations of Fr Nathan McKay and 
Deacon Francis Bedford, the Jubilee of Sr Mary-Ann 
Lennon, weddings and finishing with singing parts of the 
Messiah (including the Halleluiah Chorus) from 10.45pm, 
prior to Midnight Mass then singing at the Mass at the 
Cathedral.

Members come and go as they are available during the 
year and the ranks are at times boosted by visitors from 
overseas (mostly Korea) and other local choirs and church 
denominations, for which the choir is grateful.  A number 
of choir members have also taken up training to be cantors.

During the year the choir lost a number of their regular members 
who moved on to other parishes and places.  One of the long-term 
members, Mr Ian Pendergast (pictured in photo - front LHS in the 
walker) after over 20 years has retired at the ripe old age of 89. The 
choir is poorer for the loss of these strong, regular members.  

Since 1995 each new cohort of students has, on their first day, 
planted a tree. This ritual has resulted in leafy environs here at the 
College and created shady, relaxing areas for students to sit in. This 
ritual has also created a tangible “ownership” and connection with 
their College and become a symbol of their journey here at school. 

The tree planting ceremony is short and informal. The students 
gather at the site prepared by the gardener, 
listen to some words of explanation by the 
Principal or Sr Therese and are then invited to 
take turns at shovelling a little soil into the hole 
after the gardener has positioned the tree. 

The students are encouraged to visit the tree, 
water it if needed, and reflect on their own 
growth as a young developing person as it 
parallels the growth of the tree. In the early 
years of secondary school, very little may seem 
to be happening but, like the time for the tree to 
establish its root system, so are these years very 
important in their student life. In the sandy 
soil of St Monica’s, plants grow slowly until the 
roots reach the water table and then growth 
is evident. So often it is the same with their 
personal growth. All the things that influence 
the growth of their tree find a parallel in their 

The choir practices in the choir loft of the Cathedral from 6.15pm 
to 7.30pm (and longer leading up to major events) each Sunday.  
Anybody interested in singing is most welcome to come and 
join them.  For further information phone Toni on 0437 942 
019.  New members are very welcome and they desperately need 
male members.  You do not have to be a good singer; you will be 
encouraged and instructed on techniques to help you along.

personal development: relationships, availability of resources, 
space, times of stress and so on. 

Not all the trees have survived: one or two have made way for 
new buildings, one fell to a vandal’s machete, but the remainder, 
and indeed the demise of some, present a rich opportunity for 
reflection on the path of growth, development and survival that is 
the business of every school student.  
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DIOCESAN WEBSITE GETS A 
Makeover
By Vicki Crockett (Digital Communications Officer, Cairns Diocese)

We welcome you to visit the newly re-designed diocesan website at 
www.cairns.catholic.org.au.   

The site went live on 18th of February 2016 with a fresh look and 
visual appeal.  

Much like the Cairns Diocesan News magazine, the content on the 
website will endeavour to reflect and support what is happening in 
our communities and parishes.  It is intended that the content will 
be updated on a regular basis.

Features of the site include:
• A Parish Index  listing parishes and Mass centres, with contact 

details, Mass times, photos and maps  for churches within the 
Diocese

• Bulletin Board which provides a space for the promotion of 
regular and upcoming events

• A timeline and photos summarising the history of the Diocese 
on the About Us page.  This is particularly fitting as we look 
forward to celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the Vicariate of 

Cooktown being constituted as a Diocese, on 8 July 1941
• Quick link buttons on the Home page to Mass times, the 

Cathedral Book & Gift Shop and event dates
• Quick link buttons on the bottom of the Home page to other 

diocesan agencies and entities; Centacare, Catholic Education 
Services, Cairns Catholic Early Learning and Care and the 
Catholic Development Fund

“The construction of a website involves the efforts of many people, 
both in a technical capacity and as contributors of content.  
Appreciation and acknowledgement of effort must be extended to 
Jacinta Bennett, of Brisbane-based company, School Site Solutions, 
who has constructed the site and persevered with the project during 
the last 12 months.

Also, our parish priests, secretaries and Diocesan administration staff 
have contributed greatly with time to review content and provide 
much-valued feedback.  Many thanks to you,” says Kevin Malone, 
Chief Executive Officer.
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Our parish is heavily involved with many programs and initiatives 
such as Sacramental programs, State School Catechist programs, 
piety stall, ministry to the sick and elderly, children’s liturgy, 
pastoral care initiatives, fund-raising, planned giving, feast days 
and other special events that occur throughout the year. To 
support all of these, huge amounts of resources are needed. Such 
work involves general office work, photocopying, folding, stapling, 
laminating, cutting, labelling, collating, wrapping and craftwork.  
A real hive of activity!  Who does the work in this hive? Bees, of 
course! Our “Busy Bees” meet in the Parish Centre at 9:30am on 

the first Friday of every month, and would 
love to welcome more people to join 
in the fun as they provide this valuable 
role in the parish’s life. Great work, great 
fun, great morning tea, and lots of laughs.  
Come along!

One of our “Busy Bees” recently celebrated 
a rather significant event.  Rose Sequeira 
is our most senior parishioner, having 
reached her 100th birthday!  Born 
in Mangalore, India, in 1915, Rose’s 
passion for education and her faith saw 

ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S PARISH 
Happenings and Programs
Last Christmas may be becoming a fading memory for many, but 
the parish’s liturgy and preparations for the feast were substantial.  
Our church and surroundings were indeed very merry and bright 
for the festive season after the working bee to clean the church 
and all the lighting fixtures and replace all the tubes and bulbs.  
The children of the parish presented a wonderful portrayal of the 
Nativity, and really enhanced the Christmas liturgy with their eager 
efforts.  Wylie Thomas (Joseph) and Morgan Hemphill (Mary) led 
the cast, with little Callum Hemphill in the starring role. 

Written by Peter Buckley 

“Busy Bees” L-R Brian Downey, Noela Downey, Dorothea 
Silverman, Rose Sequeira, Wanda Musumeci, Leonie 

Sequeira, Shell Schulze.

her gain teaching qualifications, and 
later a Bachelor’s Degree and Master’s 
Degree. Her spectacular career included 
worldwide travel and a love of art. This 
amazing lady still contributes her talents 
and skills, and the parish community is all 
the stronger for her presence. Her wisdom 
and motto: “Know who you are. Know 
what you want. Go for it.”
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Retirement Planning

If you are over 50 and have not yet started to plan your retirement... 
do it now. Almost every client says the same thing to me, “if only I 
had come to see you sooner”.

• Retirement Goals –Is it travelling, fishing spending more time 
with family?

• Accessing your Super- Avoid the traps.
• Transition to Retirement – Access your super while you are still 

working.
• Convert your Super to an Income Stream – Doing it the right way
• Centrelink  Aged Pension – We do all that for you too
• Protect your Wealth – Making sure it lasts the distance

Call us now and you can have your own
personal financial planner – 40 521 950

Your first meeting is cost and obligation free*

“We guarantee you satisfaction”

Phone: 07 40521950
Email: reception@stafinancial.com.au
www.stafinancial.com.au

Shane Tibbs* is a Suncorp Certified 
Financial Planner at 206 Buchan Street, 
Cairns. He has 27 years experience, helping 
people achieve their goals and retiring with 
a brighter future.

LOOKING AHEAD WE HONOUR OUR 
JOURNEY...
Upon being appointed the role of the 2016 college captains for St 
Mary’s Catholic College, Woree, Casey Allen and Isabella Kibby 
decided to reflect on their past schooling years within the Catholic 
Diocese of Cairns. It is with great anticipation that these two young 
students look to what the future may hold. 

Having both attended catholic primary 
schools in the Cairns region, both 
Casey and Isabella understood the 
importance of Catholicism in their 
educational and private lives. This 
allowed both students to realise their 
spiritual potentials, further enhanced 
through the numerous school Masses, 
liturgies, and Religious Educational 
classes.

During their time at St Mary’s, both Casey and Isabella have had a 
wide variety of opportunities to expand their academic capabilities, 
musical talents as well as their sporting and on-stage skills. Most 
recently, Casey attended the University of Queensland’s Young 
Scholars Program in Brisbane which allowed him to meet like-
minded academically achieving students and to gain an insight 
into university life over a 5-day period. Around the same time, 
Isabella was successful at obtaining a position at the prestigious 
State Honours Ensemble Program at the conservatorium of 
Music. St Mary’s continuously informs its students on any and all 

(Written by Casey Allen and Isabella Kibby)

upcoming opportunities that may benefit the student’s educational 
life in any form, and is proud to have students such as Isabella and 
Casey who continuously make the most of every opportunity that 
the college offers them.  

Senior schooling is the final step between school life and the real 
world, which is why it is a pivotal moment in every student’s life 
that should be developed and nurtured. St Mary’s works closely 
with parents and families to ensure that all students are guided in a 

path which best suits their skill set and 
aspirations, allowing young men and 
women to put their best foot forward 
into what is about to become the rest 
of their lives. Casey and Isabella have 
worked closely with St Mary’s over the 
past 4 years which has allowed them an 
accurate insight into which pathway will 
best suit their desired careers. For both 
Bella and Casey, this means achieving 
at least an OP 4 and then going on to 

numerous years at university. To achieve this, both students will 
need to dedicate time and energy to their studies while balancing 
their duties as college captains and all other commitments. 

Although there is still a long way to go, Casey and Isabella have 
proven their capabilities as highly academic students. Both 
students demonstrate strong qualities and attributes of a catholic 
education, and exemplify the important role of colleges, such as St 
Mary’s, on a student’s schooling pathway.
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Written by members of the FNQ SVDP Youth Conference

“Blessed are the Pure of Heart, for they shall see God.” Mathew 5:8
Our faith is a journey, one that is filled with all kinds of roads, pathways, valleys, hills, rivers and obstacles. Each person’s 
faith is individualised and something that we only know the true depth of internally, alongside God.  The free will God has 
entrusted us with, allows our faith to be challenged, so we can learn from it and depth it. Our faith is something forever 
growing, changing and hopefully deepening. 
 The theme of the recent Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) in Adelaide was inspired by the above beatitude. 3500 
youth gathered together to learn about and deepen their faith alongside Bishops and other religious leaders. Guest speakers 
from Australia and overseas Jason Evert, Sr Hilda Scott OSB and Bishop Eugene Hurley provided inspiring and challanging 
talks in all areas of faith.
The Far North Queensland St Vincent de Paul Diocesan Council sent four of the FNQ youth conference members along 
to the festival to learn about and deepen their faith. Below are some personal reflections on the festival experience with 
Sarah Dixon commenting “To be pure of heart means to be free of all selfish intentions and self-seeking desires. Acting with pure love and selfless giving, free 
of personal gain, brings happiness to all. This message was delivered throughout the festival to challenge us in our own lives to reflect on our actions and ask 
ourselves if they were acts of pure love with selfless giving. The topics spread from relationships, refugees, mental health, parish life, leadership and many more.  
Thank you St Vincent de Paul Far North Queensland for making this experience possible.”  
Emily Tibbs shared “ACYF was very challenging for me. I believe that if we have an understanding of what God teaches and wants for us, we will be able to 
better serve others and act out our mission of social justice.” We gained many insights into what the society can offer the community of Cairns through the work 
of its youth volunteers. We look forward to sharing all we have learnt.
Ricky Rogan offered his reflection “As we begin to establish a Youth Conference in Cairns, it is important for us to build upon a strong foundation that already 
has been laid, which is Jesus Christ (1 Corinthian 3:11). Our vision, as a Youth Conference, is to make a difference in the community through faith and good 
works. Thus, being blessed with the opportunity to partake in the Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) has helped us to grow spirituality and personally”
The St Vincent de Paul group also helped to run a social justice activity stall throughout the festival in the Justice Centre. This stall raised awareness about 
homelessness and the works of St Vincent de Paul, including the works of youth conferences. 
The experience provided by the St Vincent de Paul society is one that all four of us are sincerely greatful for. It is our job now to help inspire other youth 
with the knowledge we have gained from our trip to Adelaide, to help deepen the faiths of other young people in the FNQ region and to continue to deepen 
our own faiths. The anouncement was made at ACYF that Sydney will host the next festival in 2017, opening a “Year for Youth” (Dec 2017-Dec 2018) in 
the Australian Church. 
For more information regarding the works of the FNQ St Vincent de Paul Youth Conference for ages 16 to 35 please email fnq.youth@svdpqld.org.au

Written by Anne Chellingworth (CYM Co-Ordinator)

2015 was a full and rewarding year for Cairns CYM. A steady stream 
of youth ministry teams and engaging presenters visited parishes 
and schools around our diocese bringing a fresh perspective on 
connecting faith with life. 
With thanks to ‘Cherish Life’ Cairns branch, we were privileged to 
hear from Bernard Toutounji at our March Jesus@theJack event. 
Bernard is the director of Catholic Youth Services in Sydney and 
his column Foolish Wisdom on anthropology, morality and truth is 
widely published. 
In May, Dave Jorna and Ryan Andrews from the Brisbane-based 
retreat team ‘Project Hatch’ facilitated a twilight event for youth and 
led the St Andrew’s Catholic College year 10 retreats. 
 Sam Clear spent a week in our diocese in early June and travelled 
to many schools and parishes, sharing the experiences and lessons 
of his astounding journey-on-foot across the Americas and Europe. 
Students and teachers alike were moved by this young man’s passion 
to call all Christians to pray for unity. 
In July/August the NET National Team spent 3 weeks travelling 
throughout Cairns from Mossman to Tully and the Atherton 
tablelands. The team was involved in Catholic Education Week 
activities as well as youth and young adult ministry events.

CAIRNS CATHOLIC YOUTH MOVEMENT 
ANNUAL REPORT

YOUTH FESTIVAL REFLECTIONS FROM 
YOUNG VINCENTIANS

Diocesan Youth in Focus
Written by Natalie Bambino, Sarah 
Mirarchi, Grace Officer, Leah Ryle, 
Celina Spena, Kate Wilcox and Caitlyn 
Wright (students of St Stephen’s Catholic 
College)

As the 2015 school year ended, the jubilation of finishing Year 11 
block exams wasn’t the only thing the seven of us Year 11 students 
were eagerly anticipating. From the 3rd to the 5th of December 2015, 
Adelaide played host to over 3500 Catholic youth in the Biennial 
Australian Catholic Youth Festival which we were fortunate enough 
to attend along with Miss Sugars. Appropriately named the City of 
Churches, Adelaide was a perfect backdrop for the event providing 
a plethora of opportunities to practise our praying as we attempted 
to survive the rapid temperature fluctuations the city’s climate had 
to offer. 
The experience of gathering with so many young people to learn and 
grow in faith together was something truly special. The idea that we, 
the youth, are an integral part of the Church and have the ability 
to influence its future, as well as that of the world around us, is an 
almost tangible idea that we have taken from this experience. 
We would sincerely like to thank the school and Cairns Diocese for 
allowing us to partake in this wonderful adventure. In particular, 
we would like to express our gratitude to Miss Sugars for not only 
taking us to Adelaide but helping to enrich our time away as well 
(we couldn’t have made it through without the daily coffee, jokes and 
San Churros). “As a teacher, I am grateful to have experienced ACYF 
with such enthusiastic students. I was able to witness the change and 
spiritual growth in those young people as well as feel the vibrancy and 
fellowship of the Catholic youth of Australia over the three days of the 
festival. Both the students and I returned to the Far North renewed, 
inspired and eager to share our faith with the rest of the school” said 
Janai Sugar
We not only took home more free trinkets than we could carry, but we 
also brought a fervour to share what we have learned and experienced. 
We hope to help enhance our school and wider community’s faith life 
this year and bring a little of what we have learnt to them. 

FAITH AND FERVOUR 

 Young SVDP members 
from across Australia 
gather in the Social Justice 
Centre at ACYF.
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Diocesan Youth in Focus

ST ANDREW’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE 
COMMISSIONED ITS 2016 LEADERS
The schooling year went off with a bang at St Andrew’s Catholic 
College, especially for the Senior Class of 2016. Having journeyed 
with this cohort for many years now, there was no need for the 
introductory ice breakers, or the slow-paced first day activities; and 
as a result we were thrown head first into the deep end that is Year 
12.   By the end of the first week most of us had three assignments 
to boot, as well as a few dozen lectures under our belt about the 
importance of making the most of our final year:

“Your learning is up to you” 
“This is your year” 

 “You are all leaders now” 
“OP OP OP!” 

“QCS QCS QCS!”

And my personal first favourite: “You should be studying two 
hours a night, every night!” 

The pinnacle of the two weeks however was undoubtedly the 
College Opening and Commissioning Mass. On Friday 5 February, 
around 2,000 students, teachers, parents and community members 
gathered to commission the 2016 College Leaders. This included 
College Captains, Prefects, House Captains, the staff leadership 
team and the entirety of the Year 12 cohort. Receiving our Year 12 
badges was an incredibly sentimental moment for all. It symbolised 
the beginning of the end, and imposed on us a strong sense of 
responsibility, commitment, pride and excitement. 

Written by Tazmyn Fuller (College Captain)

Together we are embarking on an emotional journey, complete 
with plenty of highs and lows. I believe that the Senior Class of 
2016 is ready to take whatever is thrown at them, with the help of 
the unyielding love and support of those around us. 

Yr 12 Student Chris 
Doherty-Fisher and Yr 
6 Student Lilly Hughes

Late last year St Vincent De Paul Youth Conference explored the 
theme of social isolation. This can be a major and prevalent health 
problem among community dwelling older adults. This isolation 
can lead to numerous detrimental health conditions as a result of 
prolonged absence of interaction with others.  In response, we visited 
Mercy Place Westcourt Nursing Centre to participate in Christmas 
activities with the residents.  This included the baking of cupcakes 
in addition to decorating Christmas baubles as Christmas gifts for 
the residents.  We engaged in conversations with the residents as we 
decorated Christmas cards for them to gift to others.  Through this 
project we hope we allowed the residents to partake in an enjoyable 
morning in the company of others.  This experience was certainly 
extremely humbling for us.

If anyone is interested 
in joining this group of 
passionate individuals 
working and engaging in 
the community, interest 
can be sent to fnq.youth@
svdpqld.org.au St Vincent 
De Paul Youth Conference 
is open to individuals from 
16 – 35 years old.

CHRISTMAS JOY

L-R back row: Nikita La Baysse, Sarah Dixon, Ricky 
Rogan, Laura Ayson
L-R Front row: Kershia Rowe, Alyssa Crawford

St Stephen’s Catholic College
College Song - Trust in the Lord

We’re the young from ancient lands.
Unite us with hope.

As we face our challenges,
you’re calling us to grow.

Set our hearts aflame, Lord,
with passion for your cross.

Stephen, who we’re named for,
pray for us as we sing,

“Here we stand to serve the many in the faith we’re called towards.
We search for truth, justice and mercy and we trust in the Lord.”

Trust in the Lord!
Trust in the Lord!
Trust in the Lord!

Move us with your spirit, Lord,
fill our with our hearts with love.
Give us minds for learning, Lord,

and wisdom for the world.
As our patron faced his end
he gave our Lord his trust.
Stephen, the first martyr,

pray for us as we sing,

“Here we stand to serve the many in the faith we’re called towards.
We search for truth, justice and mercy and we trust in the Lord.”

Trust in the Lord!
Trust in the Lord!
Trust in the Lord!

(Written by Miss Janai Sugars)
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THANK YOU AND FAREWELL TO 
SR MARY GARNIER 

PAPAL KNIGHTHOOD BRIAN 
LAWRENCE

Written by Andrew McKenzie (Manager – Governance and Engagement CCEO)

(Australian Catholic Bishops Conference Media Blog)

Catholic Education Services 
is very sorry to lose the 
services of Sr Mary Garnier, 
who has resigned from a 
number of education roles 
to take up the position as 
Superior General of the 
Handmaids of Our Lord, 
Australia and Papua New 
Guinea. Sr Mary will take on 
the six year appointment, in 
Port Moresby next month. 
She served in this capacity 
for 12 years previously 
before coming to Cairns.

In Cairns she has served on the Diocesan Board of Governance 
Education and has worked at a number of schools including 
Mount St Bernard College, Herberton, St Therese’s, Bentley Park, 
St Michael’s, Gordonvale, and Holy Spirit College, Cairns and 
Cooktown, and its predecessor the Flexible Learning Centre.

 Acknowledging her work in the Diocese, CES Executive Director 

 On behalf of Pope Francis, the Apostolic Nuncio to Australia 
Archbishop Yllana presented a Knighthood of the Order of Pope 
Saint Sylvester to Brian Lawrence, Chair of the Australian Catholic 
Council for Employment Relations, for his nine-year commitment 
to the work of the Council. Brian is a Northern Beaches parishioner 
and was nominated by Bishop Foley for this knighthood.   The 
Archbishop of Melbourne also supported the nomination.     

Archbishop Yllana presented the Order during the Australian 
bishop’s plenary meeting at Mary MacKillop Place, North Sydney, 
on Tuesday 24 November 2015. The Papal Nuncio said, ‘Pope 
Francis, Supreme Pontiff, received the petition considering the 
growth and the good of the church, has granted Brian Lawrence 
of the Diocese of Cairns, to be a Knight of the Order of Pope Saint 
Sylvester, declared in Rome on the 18 August 2015’. 

Receiving the Order, Brian Lawrence acknowledged that receiving 
an Order like this is not recognition for him, but recognition 
for the subject he has been involved in over the past number of 
years. Brian added that, ‘we need to formulate what the church is 
concerned about and the principles upon which we can give a view 
of an economic system that would be more just and would be able to 
confront day-to-day problems faced by our Catholic agencies’. 

Bill Dixon told a farewell morning tea function that Sr Mary 
had played an important role in Cairns over the last four years, 
particularly in her work with Indigenous students and disengaged 
young people at Holy Spirit College. “Some of these young people 
have some troubling behaviour at times but Sr Mary has been able 
to reach out to them in her quiet, calm and respectful way,” he said.

Sr Mary celebrated the Golden Jubilee of her Religious Profession 
in 2013 having joined the Handmaids of Our Lord in 1960 and 
Profession three years later. She was born on Poruma (Coconut 
Island) in the Torres Strait and raised on Hammond Island, to 
which she still returns from time to time to visit family and indulge 
her passion for fishing, bringing in some fairly large fish off the 
local jetty with nothing more than a handline.

Those who know Sr Mary, acknowledge that she is very modest 
in her achievements which includes being what is understood to 
be the first person from the Torres Strait to complete a university 
degree, and the award of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) for 
her services to education and her Order in PNG.

Catholic Education and the Diocese of Cairns wish Sr Mary all 
the very best in her new role and thank her for her generous 
contribution to education in the Cairns Diocese.

L-R Sr Mary Garnier and Bill Dixon

Archbishop Hart, President of the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference, presented Brian Lawrence with a certificate of 
appreciation for his nine years of service on the Australian Catholic 
Council for Employment Relations. ‘We sincerely value and 
appreciate you and your work and we look forward to continuing 
to work with you in the future.’ Bishop of Cairns, James Foley, 
congratulated Brian on receiving the Order and thanked him for 
his years of service. 

L-R Archbishop Yllana, Brian 
Lawrence and Bishop James Foley
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YEAR OF MERCY PRESENTATION 
EVOKES DISCUSSION!
Written by Elizabeth Hoare

What a privilege to experience words of wisdom and knowledge 
from Father John Chalmers at a workshop on the ‘Year of Mercy’ at 
Seville Mercy Conference Centre on the 9th February! Father John 
facilitated 3 inspiring sessions during the day:
• The logo and motto of this Jubilee Year.
• The Corporal Works of Mercy, the Spiritual Works of Mercy and 

the 5 Categories of Poverty.
• Forgiveness. 
As participants we were asked to reflect on the meaning of the 
word ‘Mercy’. We heard responses such as “compassion in action”, 
“as though our sins have never been”, “unconditional love and 
forgiveness”, “kindness and blessing”. 

Father John suggested that the word ‘Mercy’ is a verb, an action 
that refers to the way we engage in the ordinary-ness of life.  This 
asks of us “What concrete intentions, behaviours and attitudes can 
we show in our daily living?”

“How do you interpret 
the word ‘Mercy’ for yourself?

Fr John Left us with two 
questions to contemplate:

What will we make of this Year of Mercy? 
What will it make of us?

The next area of focus was the Logo [pictured]. 
Central to this, the shared ‘eye’, indicating the 
need we have for Christ’s eye as well as our 
own eye to see the heart of the world. We also 
reflected on the image of the Good Shepherd 
touching the flesh of humanity and taking upon 
his shoulders the lost soul. The three concentric 
ovals, with colours ranging from dark to light, 
indicated light out of darkness and new life 
out of sin and death. The darker colour also 
suggested the depth of God the Father’s love 
and forgiveness.

The Motto, ‘Merciful like the Father’ (Luke 6:36) invited us to 
imitate our Heavenly Father and to be merciful as He is merciful. 
We were encouraged to reflect on the Word of God, to adopt God’s 
merciful ways and to take as our own, a lifestyle characterised 
by pardoning offences, letting go of anger, revenge, violence and 
wrath.

In the second session of this 
workshop we were introduced 
to the richness of the Corporal 
and Spiritual Works of Mercy. 
We were asked to respond 
mercifully as individuals as well 
as structurally. In small group 
discussions we then considered 

creative ways of interpreting these 
Works. The following examples 
are creative ways of living out 

some of the Corporal and Spiritual works of Mercy:
• Feed the Hungry: Listen to someone who needs to talk; Make 

an extra meal for someone in your parish/community.

L-R; Elizabeth Hoare Theresa 
Garrone; Fr. John.  Mary Auld; 
Anna Jimenez

In our third session for the day, Father John spoke about genuine 
forgiveness being at the heart of the Year of Mercy. He challenged 
us about our choice to walk either the revenge cycle or the pathway 
to forgiveness. Some useful suggestions were given: 
1. Tell the story/write it down.
2. Name the hurt/share the implications of the hurt without 

threat or blame.
3. Grant forgiveness in order to lift the burden and find deep 

peace.
4. Renew or release the relationship.

Finally, we were inspired to leave this workshop stronger, more 
steadfast and courageous in our Catholic faith by living lives 
defined by:

1. Prayerfulness.

2. Scripture reading and reflection.

3. Reception of the Sacraments.

4. Having an attitude of gratitude.

5. Being less judgemental, and

6. Reaching out to others more than to ourselves.

• Visit the Sick: Give blood! Visit an elderly neighbour or someone 
in a Nursing Home.

• Bury the Dead: Let go of past hurts and move on in more 
positive ways.

• Clothe the Naked: Don’t take part in gossip when a person’s 
dignity is stripped; build up a person’s self-worth.

• Visit the Imprisoned: Talk to someone standing alone after 
Mass.

• Counsel the Doubtful: Mentor a new teacher/parishioner.
• Instruct the Ignorant: Share a book you found useful about 

your faith.
• Comfort the Sorrowful: Write a letter or send a card to someone 

who is suffering.
• Forgive injuries: Let go of grudges; pray the Divine Mercy 

Chaplet for the person who has injured you.
• Pray for the Living and the Dead: Request a Mass intention for 

someone who is going through a hard time.
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ACADEMIC AWARDS ASSEMBLY AT 
ST AUGUSTINE’S COLLEGE
Written by Czek Kersevani (Director of Development)

In week two of this term, we recognised the students across all 
the year levels who achieved a high Grade Point Average (GPA) in 
their semester reports. These assemblies are celebrated twice each 
year, at the beginning and middle of the year, but this time we also 
welcomed back our graduating students from the previous year 
who have achieved an OP 1-5.   We are happy to report that our 
achievements in all year levels were strong with close to 33% of 
the students in the College being recognised. Students across all 
the year levels who achieved a High Grade Point Average (GPA) 
of 4.3/5 in their semester reports were awarded certificates. The 
seniors from last year’s graduating class who achieved an OP 1-5 
were also recognised (31% of the senior cohort) 

In the opening address to the College, Br Darren went on to say 
“our best self is within and our task as educators is to bring this out. 
Good teachers can see the locked potential and goodness within you 
and by encouraging, inspiring and giving hope they help you find 
resources within yourself.”

Guest speaker, Past OP 1 student and Bond University Law 
graduate Cameron McCormack then spoke about the importance 
of life-long learning and the ongoing training to improve our skills. 
College Dux Rohan Olufson said in his speech to the student body 
“Don’t sit there and do nothing when you feel overwhelmed just do 
something, make a start and do not procrastinate.” 

The focus, for the last time, was our graduating class of 2015. 
There were seven OP 1s, Jared Sullivan, Sebastian Dunn, Oscar 
Perry, Rohan Olufson, Luke Chapman, Jason Nguyen and James 
Lay. Congratulations to students and staff on outstanding results. 
Each year, the Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
reports on individual school achievement in a number of areas. 
In terms of OPs, these are on the basis of brackets, OP 1-5, OP 
1-10 and OP 1-15. In 2015, our results were 31% OP 1-5, 59% 1-10 
and 100% OP 1-15. To give you an idea of what this means, if we 
used 2014 state data (state data for 2015 is not yet available), the 
College would have been placed in the top 15 schools in the state 
for OP 1-10 and the top 8 results in the band 1-15. To be able to 
offer students results comparable to the best in the state opens up 
many doors for them. CALL: 1800 819 156

VISIT: harvestjourneys.com   

A 16 day pilgrimage departs 29th May 2016  
with Fr Robert Greenup OSA

Experience the very land where Jesus lived and worked His 
ministry and gain a privileged insight into His life as the child  

of Nazareth, healer of Galilee and our Saviour on Calvary.

Featuring: Dead Sea • Bethlehem • Nazareth  
• Sea of Galilee • Jerusalem

Also departing 24th April, 4th September and 14th October. 
Petra extension available.

THE  

GENUIN
E  

EXPERIE
NCE   

   
 

*PLUS 
AIRFARES

$4790
FROM*

JOURNEY OF CHRIST

* Costs have been based on prices as at 30 September 2015 and must remain subject to change without 
notice based on currency exchange rates, departure city and minimum group size contingency. Prices are 

based on twin share or double rooming. Lic. 2TA 003632

Indeed, reports from many of our students indicate that these 
results have seen them accepted into a range of highly demanded 
courses across the state and beyond. From our perspective, 
more than the hoopla that accompanies these results, this is the 
real testament to a great year. The College continues its strong 
academic tradition and these occasions are an important part 
of our calendar and highlight the importance of hard work and 
academic achievement. It is what helps to promote the spirit of the 
College. 

Br Darren with the 2015 Senior High achievers
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Written by Alyssa Crawford Cursillo Coordinator 2016

The Australian Catholic Cursillo Movement 
focuses on helping individuals to discover 
themselves, their relationship with Christ and 
with others. 

Coordinators, Alyssa Crawford and Mitch Humphries, and the 
Team invite you to take part in the 2016 Cursillo Three Days to be 
held on May long-weekend. The weekend is comprised of a series 
of carefully structured talks, meditations, discussions, prayer and 
masses. It is an enjoyable and enriching experience that will deepen 
your personal relationship with Christ and give you effective tools 
to live out your adult Catholic faith.

Cursillo is a Spanish word meaning short course. The Cursillo 
Movement began in the early 1940’s on the island of Majorca, 
Spain. Eduardo Bonnin led a group of young men who were 
dissatisfied with spiritual indifference in the church. They began 
to pray, talk and work together to find a way to bring people to 
Christ. They ran short courses to revitalize Christians. This was 
the beginnings of a movement that today has spread through 60 
countries and numerous Christian denominations. It is estimated 
that some 5,000,000 Christians have experienced Cursillo in one of 
its various forms. The first Cairns Cursillo was held in 1975.

CURSILLO “A SHORT COURSE IN 
CHRISTIAN LIVING”

Gulf Savannah Update
Late last year, a very substantial donation was generated 
for the drought appeal through the generous initiative of 
Gid and Margaret Fontana, of Silkwood Parish, who held a 
‘High Tea’ fundraiser.  

(Margaret handing over the proceeds to Dcn. Peter.Watching 
on L-R are Dina Campagnolo, Marleen Bromell, Angela and 
Alicia de Haas)

“For me Cursillo has been a place where I am spiritually refreshed 
and strengthened in my Catholic faith. The people who I have met 
through Cursillo have become cherished friends, and we support 
and encourage each other in our faith journey which is so important 
because we cannot do it alone” said Alyssa.

Cursillo has a Papal Mandate with participation encouraged by 
Pope Francis. It is endorsed by Diocesan Bishops.  It acts wholly 
within the Church and states only the Church’s teaching. The 
Cursillo Movement is Christ centred and is based on Gospel 
values.

How do you discover if Cursillo is for you? Accept the invitation 
that Christ offered His Apostles to “Come and See”.  Is this the 
invitation you have been waiting for?  

SAVE THE DATE
Date:  May long-weekend. Starts Friday evening 29 April 

and finishes Monday afternoon 2 May 2016.
Location: Genazzano Lake Tinaroo Conference Centre, 

Powley Road, Lake Tinaroo

For further information contact Alyssa Crawford 0407 840 437 or 
Mitch Humphries 0407 254 435 or visit the website cairnscursillo.org
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2016 EASTER MASS TIMES
PARISH HOLY 

THURSDAY GOOD FRIDAY HOLY SATURDAY EASTER 
SUNDAY

CAIRNS: St Monica's Cathedral, 
181 Abbott St. 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm

Morning Prayer 9am Bishop’s House 
Chapel (entry via house front door 

or parish office), Stations of the Cross 
11am then Reconciliation; Passion of 

the Lord 3pm then Reconciliation

Morning Prayer 9am 
Bishop’s House Chapel 
(entry via house front 
door or parish office), 

Reconciliation 11.30am-
12.30pm; Easter Vigil & 

Mass 7pm

6.30am, 10am, 5pm

ATHERTON: St Joseph's, 28 
Mabel St

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7.30pm

Stations of the Cross 10.30am then 
Reconciliation; Passion of the Lord 

3pm then Reconciliation

Easter Vigil & Mass 
7.15pm

9am; NO EVENING 
MASS

BABINDA: St Rita's 15, Church 
St 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm 8am

BAMAGA: St Stephen's, Lui St

Monday 21st March 
7pm Mass of Palm 
Sunday: Tuesday 
22nd March 7pm 
Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper
CARDWELL: Our Lady Star of 
the Sea, 121 Victoria St Passion of the Lord 3pm 9.30am

CHILLAGOE:  St Nicholas of 
Tolentino and Bl Mother Mary 
of the Cross, 24-28 Queen St

Liturgy of the Word 
with Communion 

9am

COOKTOWN: St Mary's, 
Furneaux St 

The Lord's Supper 
Liturgy of the Word 
with Communion 

6pm

Stations of the Cross 3pm Liturgy of the Word with 
Communion 6pm

CROYDON:  St Margaret's, Lot 
9, Allridge St. 12noon

DIMBULAH:  St Anthony’s, 
Raleigh St 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm

Stations of the Cross 9am; Passion of 
the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 8am

EARLVILLE:  Our Lady Help of 
Christians, 18 Balaclava Rd.

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper  6pm

Stations of the Cross 10am, 
Reconciliation 10.30-11.30am, Passion 
of the Lord 3pm,  Reconciliation 4-5pm

Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm 8am

EDMONTON (Bentley Park):  
St Therese's, 135 Robert Rd. 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm

Stations of the Cross 11am, Passion of 
the Lord 3pm, Reconciliation 4-5pm Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm 8.30am; NO 

EVENING MASS
EL ARISH: Our Lady of Fatima, 10am
FORSAYTH:  St Augustine of 
Canterbury 

Mass Easter Tuesday 
29th 9am

FRESHWATER:  Sacred Heart, 
Duffy St Stations of the Cross 10am 7am

GEORGETOWN:  St Patrick’s, 
88 High St. 

Mass Easter Monday 
28th 5pm

GORDONVALE:  St Michael's, 
4 Muir St.

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7.30pm

Stations of the Cross 9am then 
Reconciliation till 11am, Passion of the 
Lord  3pm then Reconciliation till 5pm

Reconciliation 11am-
12md; Easter Vigil & 

Mass 7pm
8am

GREGORY DOWNS Time to be advised
HAMMOND ISLAND:  St 
Joseph the Worker

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 5.30pm

Stations of the Cross 10am and 
Reconciliation 8am

HERBERTON:  St Patrick's, 
Broadway 

Ecumenical Stations of the Cross at 
MSB 10.30am; Passion of the Lord 

4.30pm
11.15am

HORN ISLAND:  Holy Family, 
Outie St. Stations of the Cross 10.00am 10am

INNISFAIL:  Mother of Good 
Counsel, 90 Rankin St 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7.30pm

Stations of the Cross 10.30am; 
Reconciliation 11.30am;  Passion of the 

Lord  3pm
Easter Vigil & Mass 8pm 9am

KARUMBA:  St James and St 
John's, 59 Yappar St 8am
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PARISH HOLY 
THURSDAY GOOD FRIDAY HOLY SATURDAY EASTER 

SUNDAY
KURANDA:  St Christopher's, 
20 Barang St Stations of the Cross 3pm 6pm

MALANDA:  St James's, 7 
Monash Ave

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 8.30am

MAREEBA:  St Thomas of 
Villanova,59 Constance St 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm

Stations of the Cross 9am;  Passion of 
the Lord  3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 10am

MERCY PLACE WESTCOURT:  
Trinity Chapel, 257 Gatton St 10am

MERCY VALLEY SHRINE 
(Mareeba):  Immaculate Heart 
of Mary and the Divine Mercy, 
27 Spena Rd 

No services as Fr 
Andrew will be in 

Ravenshoe

No services as Fr Andrew will be in 
Ravenshoe

No services as Fr Andrew 
will be in Ravenshoe 10am

MILLAA MILLAA:  St Rita of 
Cascia, 21 Coral St Passion of the Lord 10.30am 10.30am

MISSION BEACH:  Holy Spirit, 
cnr Webb & Beadman Rds Passion of the Lord 3pm 7am

MOSSMAN:  St Augustine's, 
24b Grogan St

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 6.30pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 7am

MOURILYAN:  Christ the King, 
10 Harbour Rd 7am

MOUNT GARNET:  Holy 
Rosary Passion of the Lord 3pm 7am

NORMANTON:  Our Lady 
Help of Christians, 26 Dutton St Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm

NORTH CAIRNS: Mother of 
Good Counsel, 394 Sheridan St

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm

Stations of the Cross 12md; Passion of 
the Lord 3pm

Easter Vigil & Mass 
5.30pm

PARRAMATTA PARK:  St 
Joseph's, Cnr Draper & Loeven Sts 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 6.30pm

Passion of the Lord 3pm, 
(Reconciliation see Cathedral times)

Reconciliation: 
(Cathedral 11.30am to 

12.30pm); Easter Vigil & 
Mass 7pm

8.30am

PORT DOUGLAS:  St Mary's, 2 
Endeavour St Passion of the Lord 3pm 9am

RAVENSHOE:  St Teresa of the 
Child Jesus , 21 Moore St 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm

Passion of the Lord 3pm, followed by 
Ecumenical Stations of the Cross Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm

REDLYNCH:  All Saints Chapel, 
St Andrews College, Intake Rd 10am

SILKWOOD:  St John the 
Evangelist, Harold St 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 6pm Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm

SOUTH JOHNSTONE:  St 
Rita's, 5 Green St

No Mass; see 
Innisfail or 
Mourilyan

STRATFORD:  St Augustine's, 
23 Kamerunga Rd Stations of the Cross 9am 10.30am

THURSDAY ISLAND:  Sacred 
Heart, Douglas St

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper  7pm

Stations of the Cross 10am; Passion of 
the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm

TRINITY PARK:  Holy Cross, 
Reed Rd, 

Morning Prayer 7am; 
Mass of the Lord's 

Supper 7pm

Ecumenical Stations of the Cross 
11.30am; Passion of the Lord 3pm

Morning Prayer 9am, 
Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 8.30am

TULLY:  St Clare of Montefalco, 
13 Mars St

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper  7pm

Stations of the Cross 10am; Passion of 
the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm

WEIPA:  St Joseph's, Boundary 
Rd 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7.30pm

Stations of the Cross 8.30am; Passion 
of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm 8.30am

WEST CAIRNS:  Cnr Mayers & 
Atkinson Sts

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper  7.30pm

Stations of the Cross 11am, Passion of 
the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 8am; NO EVENING 

MASS
YUNGABURRA:  St Patrick's, 
Mulgrave Rd & Penda St Stations of the Cross 11am Easter Vigil & Mass 5pm

Information is also available at (07) 4051 1990 or 
www.cairns.catholic.org.au
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NEW PRINCIPAL WELCOMED BY GOOD 
COUNSEL CATHOLIC COLLEGE  
Written by Diana O’Brien (Parish Pastoral Council Secretary)
James Roberts, the new Principal of Good Counsel College, was 
welcomed to the Innisfail Parish at a special morning tea.  Fr Kerry 
Crowley, Parish Priest, and Stephen Todd, Chair of the Parish Pastoral 
Council, thanked James, his wife Nicole and their sons Lachlan, 
Harry and Drew, for taking the opportunity to meet the parishioners.
“You are in the forefront of the challenge to enliven and enrich the 
outreach to the youth in our parish” Stephen Todd said “for our parish 
it is not about size or even about the number of OP 1’s but it is about 
a good education that is affordable, about good faith development and 
about instilling a strong sense of moral values in a challenging world, 
particularly building on the traditions of the Marist Brothers and the 
Sisters of the Good Samaritan.”
James, Nicole and their boys spent time enjoying the hospitality and 
meeting many of the Innisfail parishioners.

NATURAL LEADER 
RECOGNISED 
Former St Augustine’s College 
Captain, Joshua Priestly has been 
recognized for his outstanding 
leadership and service to the 
community.  Joshua was named 
Mareeba’s Young Citizen of the 
Year last week at the Mareeba Shire 
Council Australia Day awards.  
In 2015, Joshua participated in 
the Great Wheelbarrow Race as a 
solo competitor, raising awareness 
and funds for Rosies, an outreach 
program helping those less fortunate 
on the streets of Mareeba.  Josh also 
volunteers regularly with Rosies food van. 
Josh told the Tablelands Advertiser that his latest accolade capped off 
a memorable 2015. “The award is great, but it was a good, rewarding 
year,” he said.  
Last year Josh received the Australian Defence Force Leadership 
Award, Rotary All Rounder Award, and was recognised for his 
outstanding leadership by Senator Glenn Lazarus as part of the 
Queensland Young Leadership Recognition Program.
Next year, Josh plans to study a dual degree of Paramedic Science and 
Nursing at the Queensland University of Technology with hopes to 
one day work as a helicopter paramedic.  
The St Stephen’s community congratulates Josh on the well-deserved 
award and wishes him all the best in his future endeavours.  

ALUMNI FROM ST ANDREW’S GO BACK TO 
SCHOOL
Written by Sarah Dixon (Alumni 2009)
Friday 5 February saw a number of the St Andrew’s Alumni return 
to the College to catch up on the “Good old days”. The night was held 
in the senior café with Chef Sam’s amazing nibbles being distributed 
throughout the night. 
Many memories were reflected upon through photos and the Alumni 
in attendance had a great time catching up over a beverage or two. It 
was great to see a range of Alumni from many graduating years in 
attendance and learn as to how the College had progressed over the 
years and also how the Alumni had grown and what paths they had 
taken since graduation.
The dinner was an amazing success with thanks to Mr Lucas Felstead, 
Chef Sam, Mr Luke Walker, Mrs Helen Symes and Mr Mike Aitken 
who were in attendance and helped organise and run the event. The 
idea of the Alumni dinner is to be held of the first Friday of February 

each year to provide 
a consistent catch 
up event to the 
past students of the 
College. 

Photo courtesy of Tablelands 
Advertiser

Happenings   Across the Diocese

ASH WEDNESDAY
Mass at St Andrew’s Catholic 
College on Wednesday the 10th of 
February marked the start of the 
Lenten period. On this day we were 
all marked with ashes in the shape 
of Jesus’ cross on our forehead. As 
our homeform teachers did this they said “turn away from sin and be 
faithful to the gospel.” The ashes we wore on our forehead were made 
from last year’s palms from the Palm Sunday Mass.
Lenten Promise
We all made up promises for the 40 days of Lent. We must either quit 
something for the 40 days or do something extra to benefit others. I 
promised to help people without getting asked and volunteering for 
jobs. (Emma Reiha, 9-2, St Andrew’s Catholic College)

HOLY CROSS WHOLE SCHOOL MASS…WE 
LIVE MERCY & LOVE 

Father Neil welcoming and blessing all students, teachers, parents 
and families

The Church was full to capacity when the Holy Cross Whole 
School Mass took place recently. Besides the student’s and teachers, 
many parents also attended. It was so nice to see so many people 
there. Northern Beaches parish priest Father Neil Muir welcomed 
everybody and thanked school principal Sarah Hamilton and Jacinta 
Roberts along with other staff for organising the students to do 
the readings etc. Father Neil blessed all the staff, students and the 
new House School Captains. Even prep school students were in 
attendance.

L-R Fr Kerry Crowley PP, James Roberts and his wife Nicole and 
their sons, Harry, Drew and Lachlan; Stephen Todd (Chair of the 
Parish Pastoral Council) 
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TWILIGHT SESSION ON LAUDATO SI
Written by Barbara Bortolanza

SANTA BRINGS “JOY” TO CHARITY FROM 
STAFF CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
Diocesan staff celebrated together on the Bishop’s House verandah 
on Friday 11th of December. It was decided by all staff to donate at 
least the equivalent of the traditional Secret Santa exchange gift ($10) 
to a charity of each department’s choice. $760 was raised and donated 
to the Far North Queensland Hospital Foundation.

ON A MISSION - CATECHIST COMMISSIONING 
AT NORTHERN BEACHES PARISH (SATURDAY 
20TH, SUNDAY 21ST FEBRUARY, 2016)
Stella Agius and Christine Fordham were commissioned at St 
Augustine’s Church, Stratford. Stella and Christine celebrate 17 and 
4 years of service, respectively in State School RI Ministry.  When 
asked why they continue teaching, Christine said, “Teaching these 
children is rewarding, it reinforces my own Catholic faith, just knowing 
that I am helping them to believe in God and to be good Christians” 
and Stella commented “that even though my sore knees make walking 
to classes difficult, I still love sharing my faith with the children every 
week.”
Twelve Holy Cross Catechists celebrated a combined total of 101 
years in State School Religious Instruction Ministry. At Masses over 
the weekend (including Sacred Heart Freshwater), six ladies and 
seven gentlemen, a total of thirteen catechists, were commissioned 
to teach Religious Instruction to Catholic students at state schools 
in this parish.  

ST ANDREW’S COMMEMORATED REMEMBRANCE DAY 2015 
Kiara Kenney wrote: The Preps created posters of our brave soldiers with their great colouring skills, which was then descaled 
and turned into a postcard with beautiful messages written on them by our Junior Years students in Years 2 – 5 to our 
Australian soldiers who can’t be with their families this Christmas. Approximately 300 cards were made and as I am in a 
military family myself, I know how much it means to our troops when they receive these heartfelt messages from the children 
of our country. They treasure these items and it makes our heroes proud to be noticed, thanked and serve our great country.
Finlay Mortimer wrote: I attended the Remembrance Day service at St Andrews Catholic College on the 11/11/2015. I have 
been participating in these services since before I went to St Andrews. At the service, my dad, LCDR Richard Mortimer gave 
a speech that he had written to commemorate the sacrifice of those who have fought for their country. In his speech, my dad 
talked about all the young men and women, some who had lied about their age, to join the fighting either as soldiers or nurses. He asked seniors 
in the audience aged 16 and over to stand up, and told everyone else to look at them and imagine them in the trenches or in a field hospital during 
the First World War.

P ASTORAL CARE COMMUNITY 
RECOMMITS FOR 2016

Happenings   Across the Diocese

L-R Christine Fordham (Catechist) Thresea Jankowski (Northern 
Deanery State School RI Coordinator - Identity and Mission) 
Stella Agius (Catechist)

Back row: L-R Stephen Todd, Fr John Chalmers, Cathy Spencer, 
Paul Erbacher, Fr Nathan McKay, Fred Lizzio, Ivo Massa
Front row: L-R John O’Brien, Frank Corsi, Rosalee Lankinen, 
Lydia Massa, Diana O’Brien

Prayer of Recommitment:
Good and gracious God,

in the presence of those gathered today
I renew my commitment to the ministry of pastoral care for 2016.  

I do so because I believe I have been called to this ministry, 
and You in your fidelity give grace sufficient for the journey.

Amen.

On Monday the 8th of February a group of a dozen parishioners from 
Innisfail, Babinda and Cairns enjoyed an insightful presentation and 
lively discussion on Pope Francis’s Encyclical Letter Laudato Si with 
presenter, Fr John Chalmers. Fr John who works for Centacare in 
Brisbane, braved Innisfail’s tropical humidity and supplied the group 
with thought provoking ideas from Laudato Si which was named 
from the beautiful canticle of Saint Francis of Assisi “LAUDATO 
SI’, mi’ Signore” – “Praise be to you, my Lord” The evening was 
separated into two parts; the first part, a presentation on the first 
half of the Encyclical Letter and the science of what is happening 
to our common home.  The second half dealt with different lines of 
approach and action that we as a global community can strive for.

On Tuesday the 16th of February 
pastoral care workers across the 
diocese gathered at Seville Mercy 
Conference Centre for their 
yearly Recommitment Ceremony 
facilitated by Christine Ritchie 
(Siloam Atherton)
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FR JOHN’S DROUGHT APPEAL
Written by Bob McIlroy

 Tully’s No. 1 Cowboy’s Fan, Fr. John O’ Conner put 
the Cowboy’s Grand Final win to good use.  After the 
Grand Final his nephew from Brisbane sent him a 
copy of the game.

He decided to have a Grand Final Replay in the Good 
Samaritan Room (St Clare’s Tully) after the 9.00am 
Mass on Sunday 6th December.  The cost of entry 
was a donation and all monies raised were to go 
towards the Gulf Savannah drought appeal.

The morning raised $1129 and the money was sent 
out to Pastoral Leader Deacon Peter de Haas of 
Ravenshoe parish to distribute around the area.

A few days later Jonathon Thurston visited Tully.  
Staff from the Tully Nursing Home, Val Smith, 
Jo Smith and Danielle Jones took Fr. John to meet 
Jonathon. He had his photo taken with Jonathon and 
was given a large poster signed by him which now 
adorns his room at Tully Nursing Home.

Well done Father John and big thanks from the 
Western Deanery of the Diocese for your terrific 
effort.
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Vision of Mission and Immersion 
Catholic Mission is the official mission 
agency of the Catholic Church in 
Australia. One of our goals is to 
continue the mission of Jesus that all 
may have life, and have it to the full 
(John 10:10b). Immersion is a powerful 
strategy in helping us understand and 
involve ourselves in Jesus’ mission. 
Developed over 20 years, Catholic 
Mission’s method forms the whole 
person - their empathy, humanity, faith 
and responsibility. Immersion is first 
and foremost an experience of being 
with others.

A Catholic Mission Immersion is where a small group of adults or students visit church and school communities 
in an Australian Indigenous context or an overseas country for 10 to 12 days. The purpose of an immersion is 
for participants to experience life, faith and justice from a new perspective and return home inspired to live a 
personal sense of Catholic ‘mission’ in Australia.

For more information please contact Bianca: assistantadmin@catholicmission.org.au

“I recommend these trips to you as an 
important form of ongoing support 
and empowerment of Timorese 
communities.”

Abel Guterres
Ambassador - Embassy of the
Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste

“I have gained enormous satisfaction 
in providing this experience to Catholic 
youth and have witnessed the deeper 
spiritual growth of every participant. 
The Immersion experience is a 
‘lived’ experience providing ‘lifelong’ 
inspiration within a distinctive Catholic 
context.”

Amanda Wilson
Principal - Holy Spirit College,
Bellambi (Immersion trips 2012/ 2013



page 22

GAP YEAR STUDENTS VOLUNTEER 
IN SRI LANKA
Written by Monica McDonald (Promotions Officer)

Most school leavers have a plan of some sort – go to university, 
take a gap year, travel abroad, or some even choose volunteer work 
in remote missions, which is exactly what two St Monica’s College 
students chose to do. 

As well as focusing on a demanding school year, Jill McGrath and 
Shareen Fairley worked quietly together to find the right area where 
they could offer their help.  Wanting to avoid the not so hands-on 
volunteer organisations, they chose “Volunteer Sri Lanka” which 
encourages volunteers to help the poor people of Sri Lanka and 
offers an opportunity to work with children and adults in many 
different settings.

 After 24 hours of travelling the girls arrived in Galle, which is 
the second largest city in Sri Lanka. They were welcomed by the 
manager, Janaka and shown to their accommodation, which is 
a dormitory style building. They have told their families that it’s 
basic but clean and comfortable. They quickly got to work teaching 
English in the primary schools and the orphanage. They also 
frequently help out in the aged care facility and look after disabled 
children. Some situations can be confronting and the girls certainly 
find themselves out of their comfort zone at times. Shareen’s father, 
Mike said: “They don’t feel unsafe and are handling any challenges 
they face with enthusiasm”. The girls had a fantastic selection of 
activities available on the weekends and evenings including –
shopping, visiting beautiful beaches, watching monkeys around 
their accommodation, walking tours around historic Galle, feeding 
and bathing the elephants. 

 The girls took with them seven reconditioned laptops which were 
donated by St Monica’s College students and as many English 
dictionaries as they could fit in their luggage. The laptops have 
been put straight to good use by helping the Nursing students 
write their resumes and apply for work.

Shareen and Jill’s parents wonder if the United Nations Negotiation 
competition the girls won in Year 12 prompted their interest in 
International affairs. When the girls return to Australia, Jill will 
take up her offer at Griffith University to study International 
Relations and Law and Shareen will be attending the University 
of Queensland to study Speech Pathology. Jill’s mother, Kate said: 
“We are so proud of the girls and their willingness to grasp this 
wonderful opportunity”. 

On Friday 5 February, St Monica’s College acknowledged our 
students who received OPs 1-5; unfortunately, Shareen and Jill 
were still overseas and could not attend. We would like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate all of our graduate students.

70-76 Maher Road, Gordonvale, Qld 4865 
www.heritagebradyfunerals.com.au   4056 1627 

Celebrating Life  Giving Thanks 

Funeral Home | Crematorium | 300 Seat 

Air Conditioned Chapel | After Funeral 

Catering Facilities | Large Off Street Car 

Parking | Quiet Peaceful Surroundings  

Burial  |  Cremation  |  Pre Paid Funerals   

A Catholic Family serving all areas of the Cairns Diocese 

Locally Owned and Operated by the Heritage Family 
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Written by Rev Fr Ivan Hernon

In May 1941 shortly after beginning my 
secondary studies at St Joseph’s College, 
Gregory Terrace, Brisbane I started work as a 
telegram boy in the GPO Brisbane after being 
called up, following the Public Service exam. 
Three years later I was seconded to the Taxation 
Department and expected to spend my working 
life in Payroll and other taxes. I became involved 
in youth activities and this turned my mind 
towards dedicating my life to the priesthood. 

On the 9th February 1947 I entered Banyo 
Seminary to test whether I had a vocation to 
the Priesthood.  The previous six months were 
ones of turmoil as I struggled whether to leave a 

permanent position in the Public Service or to be able to cope with 
at least nine years of studying particularly as the main textbooks 
of philosophy and theology were in Latin. I volunteered to serve in 
the Diocese of Cairns following a special appeal.

I completed my studies in 1955 and in December that year I flew 
to Cairns for the first time to take up my duties as a priest.  My first 
appointment was to the Cathedral Parish where I remained for 
three years and during that time I was Chaplain to the Cairns Base 
Hospital, Cathedral Catholic Youth Movement as well as being the 
Diocesan Chaplain for the Youth Movement.

For the past four hundred years nothing much had changed in 
the Catholic Church.  The spirituality was one of fear with the 
emphasis on “doing”: - going to Mass on Sunday, regular Confession 
and Communion, saying your prayers, not eating meat on Friday.  
As Catholics we believed that we had the True Faith and had an 
advantage over other religions.

In October 1958 Pope Pius XII died and Pope John XXIII was 
elected.  There was a new atmosphere worldwide.  He then some 
months later announced he was going to call a Church Council 
hoping for a “New Pentecost”.  This became known as the Second 
Vatican Council. Three thousand Bishops attended the four 
sessions in the early to mid-1960s.  They produced documents 
on different aspects of church life, the first being on Liturgical 
Reform.  It resulted in Mass being celebrated in English, altar rails 
were taken away, and altars were turned to face the people.  This 
was to symbolise that “The Church” was the “people of God” and 
that everyone was called to personal holiness and be personally 
involved in local parish life.  It was a time of upheaval for many 
people.

In January 1959 Bishop Cahill appointed me as the founding 
parish priest of West Cairns.  To get to know the parish I visited 
every house in that parish.  I had wonderful support from my 
parishioners who had not been expecting that they would have 
their own parish. In January 1965 I became the founding parish 
priest of St Therese’s Edmonton where I continued to implement 
the Second Vatican Council recommendations.

In September 1971 the Bishop appointed me parish priest of Tully.  
There were five churches in the parish and I was well assisted by 
the arrival in June 1972 of Fr Jeff Scully, a priest on loan from 
Toowoomba Diocese.  We worked well together and the parish 

really became alive.  Tully became a place of bringing together the 
various Churches, something that had not happened in previous 
years.  A strong Parish Council brought about active parish 
Masses, taking a parish census and greater involvement in Catholic 
Education.  I remained parish priest there for twelve years.

In February 1984 I became parish priest at St Joseph’s, Cairns 
and again we had an alive and active parish.  After seven years, 
I was appointed as parish priest of Malanda.  There was initial 
opposition to the changes in the church, but in the nine years that 
I spent there that opposition was overcome and we became a very 
active and happy parish.

In March 2000 I approached the Bishop, James Foley, regarding 
retirement.  I was aged seventy-four and had spent forty-five years 
as a priest in the Diocese of Cairns and felt that I needed a slower 
pace in life and retired to Scarborough in the Brisbane Archdiocese. 
During my 15 years of retirement I have supplied Masses and 
Sacraments in various parishes including Redcliffe, Caloundra, 
and Petrie and more recently in Caboolture, Beachmere and Bribie 
Island.

On the 29th June just past, I celebrated sixty years as a priest.  I am 
most grateful to God for the blessings I have received during these 
years. As for the future, I am excited at the prospect of what the 
Church will be under the guidance of Pope Francis. My mind goes 
back to the turmoil I experienced nearly seventy years ago trying 
to discern my vocation.  “Thanks be to God for the way my life has 
turned out”!! 

My Life as a Priest

ALSO DEALERS FOR: 
SUZUKI & KAWASAKI MOTORCYCLES

COX $ FERRIS MOWERS

STIHL POWER PRODUCTS

EMAIL
admin@allwheeldrivecentre.com.au

www.allwheeldrivecentre.com.au

 ATHERTON                        
4030 5400 

CNR VERNON & LOUISE STS

	  	      

Chano Trentin’s
ALL WHEEL DRIVE CENTRE 
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CAIRNS  Level 1, 108 Mulgrave Rd, Cairns
MAREEBA  113 Byrnes St, Mareeba 

ATHERTON  Unit 1/1-3 Mabel St, Atherton

(07) 4040 4444

jvib@jvib.com.au

www.jvib.com.au

Like many things in life, not all insurance policies are created 
equally. Your JVIB broker will read the fine print for you, 

compare quotes for you and make sure that the policy they 
recommend is right for you. And should the need for a 

claim arise, JVIB will be there to guide you.

We’ll save you time and money 
and give you peace of mind!

Why use Joe Vella 
Insurance Brokers?

GOOD COUNSEL PRIMARY - ENROLMENT 
GROWTH - BRIGHT START TO 2016
Written by Liam Kenny (Principal)

The 2016 School year has started in earnest with 27 
new students in Years 1 to Year 6 being welcomed to 
our school community. Our Prep classes are full with 
several students on a waiting list.  The new students 
have moved into the area from interstate, south-
east and western Queensland and some are locals 
from within the Cassowary Coast.  All have settled 
well into their respective classes and are beginning 
to form new friendships and become familiar with 
their new school routines.  This is a great boost to the 
local area and a positive economic sign for the region as most of 
these families have moved for employment opportunities in the 
Cassowary Coast.  For Good Counsel Primary School, we have 
returned to numbers that we had prior to our Year 7 students 
moving to secondary school education two years ago.

 On the second Friday of Term 1 we had an opportunity for the 
whole school (pictured) to celebrate our Opening School Mass.  
Our new students were welcomed by the congregation of staff, 
students and parents, and received a special blessing from parish 
priest, Fr Kerry Crowley.  Our school leaders were commissioned 
and received their badges. The ceremony took place at Mother of 
Good Counsel Church, Innisfail.

  In 2016 we have been able to fund 14 straight classes with two 
cohorts of each year level from Prep to Year 6, which has created 
much positive talk amongst our parent body.  Additional initiatives 
that will assist the education of our students in 2016 include: special 
assistance in mathematics for students in Prep – Year 5 (Role M); 
Targeted Assistance for identified Year 1 students (MMIP Maths & 
Mini Lit Intervention Program): Special Literacy assistance with 
students in Year 1 – 6 to increase Reading and Comprehension 
(Rainbow Reading).  Finally a new initiative to extend higher level 
students identified in Year 4 - 6 has been implemented to challenge 
these students in the areas of writing, mathematics and technology.

As we move into Week 4, all students have settled well and we 
as the GCPS staff look forward to working in partnership with 
parents in the education of all our children.



page 25

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY – SOME 
NEWS AND SOME OPPORTUNITIES
Written by Terry Power (Manager Formation & Projects, Mercy Ministries FNQ)

 We are only two months into the Jubilee Year of Mercy and yet 
already there have been significant initiatives and responses to 
Pope Francis call to bring life to this jubilee in our diocese. Our 
Catholic schools have led the way with quite a number having set 
aside a day of formation for their staff so that they could reflect 
upon the meaning of mercy, the works of mercy and in particular, 
how they could live out the year of mercy in daily life and in their 
school context. I have had the privilege of leading retreats of this 
nature in a number of our schools. Catholic Education Services 
also organised an Introduction to the Year of Mercy, which was 
led by Fr. John Chalmers at the Seville Mercy Conference Centre, 
Earlville.

A wonderful way to engage the Year of Mercy is through prayerful 
reflection on the works of mercy.  The church traditionally breaks 
these into two categories – the Corporal Works of Mercy and the 
Spiritual Works of Mercy. You can certainly find plenty of great 
books and resources which will assist you in such reflection – I 
would encourage you to make this one of your aims for the Year of 
Mercy.  In March I am leading a three-day retreat, Living The Spirit 
of Mercy, which will break open the Works of Mercy.  This retreat 
is for staff of our Catholic Schools, however I am also available to 
facilitate abridged version of this retreat (twilight retreats, single 
day retreats etc.) for other interested groups, parishes or schools.  
Contact me if you are interested in finding out more.

Over the next 9 months I will be facilitating the Mercy 
International Reflection Process for any interested sisters, staff of 
Mercy organisations, partners and friends of mercy.  This process 
has been designed and prepared by the Mercy International 
Association and will invite interested persons to reflect on Pope 
Francis’ call to ‘Stop climate change and curb poverty so that 
human dignity flourishes’.   The process will consist of four group 
meetings (held over the next 9 months) and will include reflection, 
discussion and discernment for action.  For more information, see 
www.mercyworld.org/reflectionprocess or contact me.

The outcomes of this Year of Mercy will rely on our willingness to 
take up opportunities and to that end I encourage you to look out 
for other Year of Mercy opportunities in our parishes, schools and 
across the diocese.  

Ushering in of the Year of Mercy in the Far North with the opening of the doors of mercy on 8th December at the Seville Mercy 
Conference Centre, Earlville.

CATHEDRAL BOOKSHOP

Open Mon-Fri 9:30am 4:30pm 
and Sunday after 10am Mass. 

Come in and see our range of cards, 
books, pictures, statues, gifts etc.
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Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Service

WANTED:  VOLUNTEER WORKERS

The Diocese of Broome, WA, requires volunteers to assist with the 
work of the local Church on Aboriginal Missions. There are various 
important voluntary tasks: administration, building maintenance, 
gardening, shop staffing, cooking, cleaning etc. Placements are 

preferred for a period of 6 months plus.

For further details, and an application form, please contact:

Volunteer Coordinator Anneliese Rohr: 08 9192 1060

Email: volunteers@broomediocese.org 

Web: www.broomediocese.org

Mail:  PO Box 76, BROOME  WA  6725
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Written by Czek Kersevani (Director of Development)

 Boarding at the College caters for boys and 
girls. The girls attend St Monica’s College 
during the day.  Students can be full-time 
or weekly boarders. The College attempts 
to work in with families in responsive and 
flexible ways to meet the needs and particular 
situations of each student.

Full-time boarders, about half of the boarding students, usually 
live a considerable distance from the College, some as far away 
as the Northern Territory and so do not go home on weekends. 
They have a weekend programme which offers options in sports, a 
variety of activities, organised recreation, free time, and study. The 
boarders also attend Mass each weekend in the College Chapel.   
Full-time boarders have three weekends a term when, with their 
parents’ permission, they may stay with friends or relatives. Visits 
from parents at other times are always welcome and students are 
able to spend time away from the College with their parents.  The 
College wishes to maximise the time that students are able to 
spend with their parents when they are in Cairns. Country dinners 
in various geographic locations are held frequently to enable 
networking with staff.

Weekly boarders, who typically come from places within an hour 
or two from Cairns, go home on Friday afternoons and return on 
Sunday evening and join their community for Mass in the Chapel.  
During the week they follow the same programme as the full-time 
boarders.

The boarders, in many ways typify what is the heart and soul of St 
Augustine’s. Boarding life is marked by a strong family spirit and 
there is a sense of both fun and purpose prevalent in the boarding 
community. Boarding staff aim to provide the highest quality of 
care, support and supervision for the young people entrusted to 
them.

These words, paraphrased from the college website, give guidance 
and direction to all students and staff who make up the vibrant 
boarding community at Saints. There is an emphasis on family 
spirit: What does that look like in practice? It can be seen around 
the “backyard” in boarding on any weekday afternoon when both 
weekly and full time boarders are in residence or on a Friday or 
Saturday night when it’s just the full timers. The boarders are 
engaged in organised and on many day’s impromptu games of 
Touch, Soccer and Basketball and Handball. Boys and girls, Year 
8 to Year 12 can be seen playing, socialising and participating in 
activities that welcome and support one another. This is one of the 
fun elements of family spirit in Saints boarding.

A sense of purpose is encouraged and lived out by Saints boarders 
in their structured study routines, their conspicuous involvement 
in College events such as the musical, the walkathon and weekly 
sporting activities both at school and at representative level. 
Gainful use of each boarder’s time both in terms of self-fulfilment 
and to ensure a positive contribution to the life of the College are 
encouraged and supported by staff and fellow boarders.

BOARDING AT ST AUGUSTINE’S 
COLLEGE

Boarding life strives to emulate as far as is possible what life at 
home would be like. There are rules and regulations, boundaries, 
rights and privileges, free time and structured time, rewards 
and consequences, “family” outings, camps and an overall sense 
of belonging, of being known and valued within this unique 
community.

It is the collective hope of the supervisors and carers of our boarders 
at Saints that every child in our care is known and loved, accepted 
for who they are, supported in there endeavours, challenged for 
their shortcomings and  admired for simply just having a go. 

If you know a Saints boarder or talk to one, they will no doubt tell 
you of the challenges of being a boarder; being away from home, 
missing home cooked meals and having to share space more so 
than they may like, but I feel confident that family spirit would 
feature in their description of life in boarding.

Saint Augustine’s is a very special place and the boarding staff at 
the College feel a great sense of pride and privilege to be a part of 
the formation of so many young people who each do their bit to 
enrich this wonderful school.

www.pkbookkeeping.com

Phil : 0418 182 252
Osborne Construction Solutions
PO Box 464 Bungalow Qld 4870 

www.osborneconstructions.com
Email: phil@osborneconstructions.com

ABN: 58 151 699 704 QBCC Licence: 1209195
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IN APPRECIATION AND FAREWELL 
TO MARIANNE TRUEMAN
Written by Diana O’Brien and Tina Bortolanza 

After the Italian Mass on the 20th of December, Fathers Kerry 
Crowley and Nathan McKay, the Italian choir and parishioners, 
farewelled Marianne Trueman who left Innisfail to take up a 
teaching position in Gympie. Marianne had been the guiding light 
for the Italian Choir for the past 25 years, being organist and lead 
singer, plus helping as well with the conducting of the choir. Because 
of her very busy schedule the dedication and time that she gave to 
the choir was greatly appreciated.

The Italian choir, under her direction, enhanced the celebrations of 
the major Feast days held in the Southern Deanery. This included 
the Feast of the Three Saints held at St John’s Church in Silkwood on 
the first Sunday in May where the choir would sing the Latin Mass 
in their honour. 

On the third Sunday of August the North Queensland Trevisani 
group celebrate the Feast of St Pius X, their patron saint, in Mother 
of Good Counsel Church in Innisfail with the Mass sung in Italian. 
While on the fourth Saturday of October, the Tully parish celebrates 
the Feast of St Gerard in St Clare’s Church singing hymns in Italian 
and Latin.  As well as these celebrations, every third Sunday of the 
month, an Italian Mass is celebrated at the Mother of Good Counsel 
Church in Innisfail when the choir sings their beloved Italian hymns. 

While enthusiasm is never lacking in the choir members, Marianne 
was able to provide the professional guidance necessary to ensure 
the best quality singing for all these occasions. 

After a relaxing luncheon at Brothers’ League Club, Marianne was 
presented with a gift as a token of appreciation and all wished her 
well in the new chapter of her life. 

 Marianne and Maria 
Carboni (photographer 
Barbara Bortolanza)

For appointments:
Ph: 4034 1880  Fax: 4034 2329  E: jeff.taylor.au@gmail.com

www.jefftaylorpsychiatry.com.au

•  Anxiety
•  Depression
•  Mood Disorders
•  PTSD (post traumatic 

 stress disorder)
•  Obsessive Compulsive

 Disorder

•  Specific Phobias
•  Treatment of Military & 

 Veteran related problems
•  Psychological problems 

 associated with physical  
 illness

Jeff Taylor Psychiatry

Dr Jeff Taylor wishes to 
advise that he conducts 
a home based practice in 
General Adult Psychiatry 
with special interest in 
Psychotherapy at 
7 East Parkridge Drive, 
Brinsmead, Cairns

Dr Jeff Taylor
M.B.B.S., D.P.M.,
F.R.A.N.Z.C.P., DipCH 

Dr Jeff Taylor has an interest in treating 
conditions including:

WANTED!!!
Part Time Missionaries

Monday – Thursday – Friday

Join the Mission of the Church 

- become a Missionary in your 

own parish and be part of the 

State School Religious Instruction 

Team as a Catholic catechist in an 

Education Queensland school.

Please Call 
Thresea Jankowski
State School RI Coordinator
Mobile 0418 184 800
Email: mjankowski@cns.catholic.edu.au
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SAFER INTERNET DAY - 
9 FEBRUARY 2016 AT ST ANDREW’S 
Written by Meg O’Brien (Year 9 Student)

Did you know today’s students have NEVER known a world 
without the internet?  The internet was first developed in the early 
1990s and so when we were born the World Wide Web was already 
close to a decade old.  The way students learn today [pictured] is 
very different from the way our parents learned.  It is expected that 
we understand how to use computers and other technology to help 
us learn.

This week, every Year Seven and Nine student at St Andrew’s 
Catholic College will receive a student laptop.  Since it’s such an 
exciting week for us, it seems appropriate that Safer Internet Day 
falls in this week.

St Andrew’s Catholic College has nearly 900 students with a student 
laptop and we use them to do a lot of really interesting learning.  
We research and write, create videos and presentations, we write 
programs for robots, perform science experiments, use interactive 
programs and collaborate with each other using Google Drive.

Since we do such a lot of work online, the teachers also spend a 
lot of time teaching us how to stay safe there.  We talk about how 
to protect our privacy, how to value our Digital Footprint and 
Digital Reputation. Our pastoral care units talk about internet 

related issues such as cyberbullying and social networking.  Our 
year 6 students even earn their eSmart Digital Licence which is 
sponsored by Google. The College even runs sessions for parents 
about Cyber Safety.  

It’s great to learn online.  It’s even better to feel safe and happy 
while we do it.

WE PROVIDE EXPERT LEGAL ADVICE, QUEENSLAND-WIDE IN

Cnr Shields & Grafton Streets, Cairns QLD 4870

www.macdonnells.com.au

Your trusted advisors in the Far North for 132 years

4030 0600
MAL0565_CairnsDiocesanNewsd-134X190.indd   2 4/03/2015   1:17 am

Agribusiness   Building & Construction Law   Commercial & Property Law   Conveyancing     
Corporate Law   Family & Relationship Law   Dispute Resolution & Litigation

Employment Law   Workplace Health & Safety   Environmental Law   Franchising & 
Small Business Advisory   Government Advisory   Insurance & Workers Compensation 

Intellectual Property   Native Title & Cultural Heritage   Personal Injury Claims 
Planning & Development Advisory Projects   Probity & Procurement 

Wills & Estate Planning & Disputes
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Your Complete Guide to Planning or Arranging a Funeral.

We are here to help you every step of the way
Personal  |  Professional  |  Available 24 hours every day

Signatory to Queensland Funeral Industry 
Code of Conduct

RAVENSHOE CELEBRATES WITH 
VINNIES!
Written by Robert Doyle

From little things, big things grow!  And how much more so when 
God is watching over the planting and all the growing...

Starting with a simple desire almost 20 years ago to share the joy of 
Christmas with those who were alone or doing it tough, St Teresa’s 
Conference has faithfully organised an annual Christmas lunch 
for the Ravenshoe community. However, it has grown, and grown 
and grown into what is now a unique community Christmas 
celebration.  

 On 13th Dec 2015, over 300 people enjoyed a marvellous Christmas 
lunch in Festival Hall, overflowing outside with jumping castles, 
rides for the kids on “Little Squirt” from QFES, and face painting.   
Santa arrived on the fire truck and then distributed gifts to many 
very happy kids. Entertainment was provided by the ‘G Strings’ 
and a troupe of young indigenous dancers, “Jinna Bulgun Dance 
Group”.

Organised and coordinated by the Conference, many local 
organisations and individuals once again very generously donated 
from their resources, time and/or talents to ensure that this unique 
Christmas celebration was another outstanding success judging by 
the many smiling faces, and the tangible presence of the Spirit of 
Christmas!  A very joyful afternoon, and much needed, after a very 
hard year for so many in the Ravenshoe community. 

It is hard to think of a more fitting way to conclude the 25th 
year since the formation of St Teresa’s Conference, a milestone 
which was celebrated with a special Mass at St Teresa’s Parish in 
Ravenshoe on 22nd Nov 2015.

<  After the 25th anniversary 
Mass on 22nd Nov 15. L-R 
Deacon Peter de Haas, 
Lynne Kneubuhler, Fr Greg 
Moses, Patricia Ward, David 
Armstrong, Helen McConnell, 
Rob Doyle (Conference 
President), Colleen Holliday, 
Veronica Innes, Dennis Innes 
(Diocesan President), Lin and 
Arthur Stancombe.

<  Helen McConnell, Deacon Peter de Haas, Patricia Ward and TRC 
Councillor Shaaron Linwood. (Helen and Patricia once again led 
the organisation and coordination of this wonderful community 
celebration)
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Diplomats and Lamingtons as Domus Australia 
Celebrates Australia Day
On Tuesday 26 January 2016, Domus Australia hosted 
a very special Australia Day celebration which not only 
commemorated our national day but also saw hundreds of 
guests gather to specially farewell the Australian Ambassador 
to the Holy See, John McCarthy QC.  Ambassador McCarthy 
has lived in Rome as Ambassador since August 2012 and will 
shortly return to Australia.

The Domus Australia Chapel was adorned with yellow and 
white flowers and red, white and blue balloons representing 
colors of the Australian flag. To the delight of all present, the 
typically Australian menu included a wonderful lamington 
cake in the shape of Australia.

Background information: Established by the Archdiocese 
of Sydney with the support of other Australian dioceses, 
Domus Australia is an authentic Italian 32 room guest house 
located centrally in Rome and within walking distance to the 
Spanish Steps, key shopping areas and Rome’s major cultural 
attractions.   The light filled spacious rooms, large ensuite 
bathrooms, friendly staff, cleanliness and the full hot Aussie 
breakfast are major drawcards for guests.  The superbly restored 
historic building and chapel are home to a number of 19th 
and 20th century artworks which have been beautifully and 
faithfully restored by a team of specialist Roman art restorers. 
Mass in English is celebrated every day for guests and visitors 
to Rome.

To make a booking contact us on Sydney telephone number 
02 9390 5980 or reservations@domusaustralia.org or visit 
www.domusaustralia.org.
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We remember those who have 
died from our parishes

May they rest in peace

2015
Conrad Riera  8th September Innisfail
Dino Quabba  20th September Babinda
Leaveanna Campbell 21st September Mareeba
Iris Prandolini  24th September Innisfail
Sylvia Arnold  3rd October Mareeba
Katica Benjack  7th October Mareeba
Coral Smith  9th October Ravenshoe
Steven Robinson  11th October Tully
Edward Fraser  11th October Mareeba
Vittorio Pellizzer  15th October Dimbulah
Mario Bombardieri 16th October Mareeba
Imperia Caltabiano 16th October Innisfail
Zofia Pastuszka  22nd October Atherton
Josephine Cortis  25th October Tully
Francesca Monti  26th October Innisfail
Pierina Pierantozzi  29th October Innisfail
Mannix Kevin Rynne 29th October Mareeba
Peter Gabriel  30th October Babinda
Frances Bugeja  1st November Innisfail
Edna (Lorna) Gibson 6th November Innisfail
Isidoro Santarossa   9th November Innisfail
Valerie Brosnan  10th November North Cairns
Rosa Musumeci  25th November Mareeba
Shirley McIntyre  26th November Yungaburra
Vittorino Morgante 1st December Mareeba
Giuseppina Galipo  4th December Innisfail
Barry Collins  9th December Mareeba
James Corbin  10th December Cathedral
Alan Twomey  19th December Mossman/
     Port Douglas

Francesco Nastasi  19th December Mareeba
Carmen Walker  21st December Babinda
Marcus King  25th December Innisfail
Emelia Pagano  26th December Innisfail
Alicia Brischetto  28th December Innisfail
Geoffrey (Jack) Nairn 31st December Cathedral

2016
Maria Migliorini  5th January Mareeba
Giuseppina Reghenzani 18th January Mareeba
Michael (Joe) Dore  20th January Tully
Rodney Watson  21st January Innisfail
Barbara Brant  23rd January Atherton
Allan Beacham  27th January Mareeba
John Gallagher  28th January Tully
Eileen Czapla  28th January Atherton
Delfina (Dulcie) Fabris 31st January Dimbulah
Dr Mark Bestmann  3rd February Mareeba
Bruno Fantin  5th February Dimbulah
James Hitchings  5th February Innisfail
Gianni Milani  6th February Cathedral
Patrick Tierney  10th February Innisfail
Grazia Ponticello  11th February North Cairns
Shirley O’Neill  11th February Herberton
Leo Poggioli  12th February Atherton
Ermina (Mina) Vitale 13th February Innisfail
Ronald Bennett  13th February North Cairns
Dulio Di Pasquale  16th February Mareeba


