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From the outback, through the rainforest to the sea

Christmas is a time for ‘giving’
full article page 5
St Vincent de Paul, St Andrews Catholic College and Holy Cross School communities continued their
commitment to sharing the joy of Christmas again this year.

BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
“The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light”

So proclaims the first words of the first reading (Is 9/1) for the Christmas liturgy. Uttered by
the prophet Isaiah 2750 years ago, yet so little seems to have changed. We could all have a little
whinge (or a big whinge) about the woes, the darkness, which surrounds, even engulfs us.
Each of us have our own list of pet woes: mobile phones going off at the beginning of 6.30am
Mass; fair weather friends on Facebook; examples of inept leadership in Church and State etc.
etc. etc.
Yet these are mere mild middle class irritants when contrasted with the lot of human kind
across history and indeed into our own time, if not our own place: war, famine, plagues and
pestilence.
Indeed, still many people walk, even grope, their way in darkness, and in the shadow of death.
“Yet as those who live in a land of deep shadow a light has shone” (Is 9/1)
“That light is Christ the Lord”. (Lk 2/12)

Fr JOHN McGRATH ...50 YEARS A PRIEST
John McGrath commenced
his studies for ordained
priesthood at Pius XII
Seminary, Brisbane in
1961. After completing
his studies in Philosophy
there, he was transferred to
the international College of
Propaganda Fide in Rome
to complete his theological
studies at the Urban
University which was on
the same site as the college.
At that same time in
Rome the Second Vatican
Council was taking place.
“It was an extraordinary
time”, Fr John said. “You
Fr John McGrath
(Parish Priest St Therese’s Edmonton)
met Bishops everywhere
you went as well as hearing
press reports from the different national bishops press meetings
whenever you could get into the city in the afternoons. To cap it off
Pope Paul VI visited our college for a ceremony on the third day I
was there. I had to suppress the urge to reach out and touch him as
he walked down the college chapel aisle!”
He was ordained a Priest in St Peter’s Basilica in Rome on 16
December 1966 by Cardinal Agaginian.
On returning to Cairns Diocese as a young priest in 1967 he
received three appointments in the first 18 months, the Cathedral,
Atherton and Tully. He was not replaced in any of them and he
saw this as the first sign of a future shortage in the number of
priests in this diocese. “In about 1968/1969 countries experienced
major shock to their culture around authority. Obvious examples
of it in Australia would be the Melbourne Moratorium movement
or the spontaneous hippie movement of young people establishing
communities on the tablelands here.”

It was a somewhat confusing time when authorities were being
challenged. Within church life he saw some spiritual and support
gatherings suffer loss in numbers. “Many a Catholic felt spiritually
empty and many practices all but disappeared. For example, the
Sacred Heart magazine, Sunday night Benediction, First Friday
adoration. St Patrick day celebrations completely died out. St
Patrick’s have since been revived in recent years by commercial
Australia. The current focus seems to be around the beer being
green.”
On the other side of the coin there were renewal movements that
sprang up in the lay church world which brought a fresh richness
to the Church.
Fr John was appointed to direct Catholic Education during the
1980s and early 1990s. Fr John would comment “It was a handover
time of Religious leadership to Lay leadership. The percentage of
Religious Order staff in our Catholic Schools was just over 25%,
the majority of whom were in senior leadership positions within
Catholic education. This percentage had dropped to 2% during the
early 1990s. We owe a debt of gratitude to those Religious leaders
who focussed on calling the lay teachers of that time towards senior
leadership.”
In the 1990s Fr John was appointed by the Queensland Bishops
to be the Director of Formation at Pius XII Seminary. “It was an
extraordinary humbling experience for me to be working with a
team of great young men journeying toward ordained leadership
in the Church and bringing fresh enthusiasm to the catholic faith.
Great also was the intellectual, pastoral and character strength of
the staff.” said Fr John.
Upon returning to the Cairns Diocese Fr John resumed working
with a number of parish appointments. When asked about all he
had experienced in his 50 years of priesthood Fr John said “Over
these years I have served as priest in almost every parish within the
diocese. I know with a sure knowledge that my heart with regard to
priestly life resides in parish.”

page 2

DIOCESE OF CAIRNS

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CHARITIES APPEAL

Bishop James Foley together with the clergy of the Diocese of Cairns would like to remind all parishioners of the Christmas
Charities Appeal which will be the only collection taken up at all Masses on Christmas Day. Donations to this Appeal benefit
charitable entities across the diocese.
Thank you in advance for your continued support of our charitable endeavours.

CAIRNS UPDATE FROM CATHOLIC MISSION

Written by Catholic Missions National Office Communication Team

‘I would like to thank the donors
from Cairns for their generosity.’

The enduring generosity of Catholics
in the diocese of Cairns can be seen in
Catholic Mission’s annual report, which
shows that a total of $139,089 was raised,
up an encouraging 26 percent on the
previous year (2014/15).
From the total amount that was raised by Cairns in the financial year
2015/16, most of the money went to support projects such as the ones
focused on in Catholic Mission’s parish and direct mail appeals.
The people of Cairns also supported emergency appeals in the
following countries: Fiji, Nepal and Syria— through projects such
as rebuilding church infrastructure and schools, increased access to
healthcare services, education and hygiene items, as well as support
for the aftermath of natural disasters.
In total across Australia, the organisation raised over $17 million
in 2015/16, with increases in distribution of funds to programs for
communities, children and church leaders. Also of note was the $1.99
million contribution to remote Indigenous communities through the
Home Mission Fund (HMF), up on last year. From that, $30,000 was
given to HMF projects in the diocese of Cairns, supporting work such
as healthcare and prison ministry.
So far this financial year, the diocese of Cairns has raised over $15,400
from parish appeals, and $13,400 from the various direct mail appeals.
‘This is wonderful news,’ says Deputy National Director Peter Gates,

Anna Jimenez (Diocesan Director
& Queensland Parish Appeals
Coordinator) also commented
“Our collective response to the love
of God by supporting the works of
Catholic Mission around the world
and within Australia has always
been amazing. One of the famous
quotes of St Francis of Assisi was:
For it is in giving that we receive. I
pray that in your giving to Catholic
Mission, you were blessed even
more with things that are most
important – hope, peace, joy and love - things that this Advent season
brings. As we prepare to commemorate the birth of Christ Jesus, may we
always be ready to say yes to God, like Mary; follow God’s leading with
humility, like Joseph; and prepare to seek and welcome Jesus with our
gifts, like the wise men. From all of us in Catholic Mission and on behalf
of the missionaries, children and communities who benefit from your
generous support – thank you very much for loving God and being Jesus
to others. May your Christmas be filled with all the good and beautiful
things from up above.”
If you would like a copy of Catholic Mission’s Annual Report 2015/16,
you can request a copy by calling 1800 257 296, or go to http://www.
catholicmission.org.au for an online version.

page 3

REST IN PEACE, FR MICHAEL JOHN BONNER
26TH NOVEMBER 2016

Written by editorial staff (with excerpts from the Eulogies delivered by Jim Alexander & Fr Pat McKenna)

The Bonner family home was at 105 Bunda Street. Jim commented
that Fr Michael would say to him every time they stopped at the
traffic lights on the corner of Spence & Bunda Streets, “that was
where our family lived.” Jim went on to say that the family then
moved to a dairy farm on Pease Street where Raintrees Shopping
Centre now stands. The family then moved to a cane farm in the
El Arish area.
Michael attended various country and state schools including
Edge Hill Primary School, where school was suspended, because
of the threat of an invasion by the Japanese in World War II.
Father completed high school in Innisfail. After completing high
school Michael joined Queensland Rail as a railway night officer
where he worked in various locations such as Bundaberg, Ipswich
and finally in Babinda as station master.
It was in Babinda that father befriended the parish priest of the
time and this friendship strengthened his desire to enter the
seminary and commence his studies for the priesthood. Michael
Bonner completed his studies at Banyo Seminary and became Fr
Michael Bonner at St Monica’s Cathedral when he was ordained in
1963. His ordination brought great joy and pride to his parents,
brother and sisters.
Jim continued, “I know in Father’s humble way he would be satisfied
that he had carried out his priesthood to the best of his ability. He
was a visionary and a legacy of his vision stands at Holy Cross Reed
Road Trinity Park where the little old barn was replaced with the
Church, the Bonner Centre and the development of Holy Cross
School. The bingo nights, fundraising and his personal drive has
all paid off. Not content with the Reed Road development, Father
was also responsible for early negotiations with the cane farming
community in the Redlynch Valley to acquire land for what was to
become St Andrew’s Catholic College.”

Name in Full:
Michael John Bonner
Date of Birth:		
30th June 1931
Seminaries Attended: Pius XII Seminary, Banyo
Date of Ordination:
29th June 1963
Place of Ordination: St Monica’s Cathedral Cairns
First and Subsequent Appointments:

Father Bonner was a real socialite. He enjoyed attending such
things as the Amateurs Ball and races, and dining at the city’s
restaurants along the Esplanade overlooking the inlet. On the
occasions I was in his company, it was obvious he was well received
by the owners, staff and patrons. It was not uncommon to see a
photo of Fr Michael in the social columns of the Cairns Post. Also
travelling Australia and the world were enjoyable times for Father
and he often reflected on the wonderful places he had been to.
Father’s later years in the home were difficult for him and to his
general freedom and he would look for any excuse for a visitor to
take him out for the day.

Atherton		 1964
North Cairns

1965

St Monica’s Cathedral

1966

Atherton 		

1966

Ravenshoe		

1968

Silkwood		 1974
Stratford		
			

1979 (which became Northern
Beaches during his time)

Gordonvale		

1993

Mercy Place		
2012 (Holy Spirit) Bethlehem
			Home, Cairns
Jim Alexander was a long-time friend of Fr Bonner and spoke
eloquently, and from the heart, as he represented family and
friends with the following eulogy delivered at the Vigil on Friday
night 2nd of December.

Finally, Jim said “On behalf of Father’s past and present parishioners,
friends and colleagues I extend our deepest sympathy and prayers to
Father’s brother Peter, his sister Gabrielle [who was not well enough
to be here], his nephew and nieces, and thank the Bonner Family for
supporting Father with his priestly vocation and the gift he was to
Cairns. “Fr Bonner was a great friend and mate to our family, and
he will be sorely missed by all his family, fellow priests and friends”.
Fr Pat McKenna spoke at the Vigil of Fr Michael’s last few years
of failing health “Often I would see Mick originally concelebrating
Mass with me, then later simply attending Mass and finally being the
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victim of so many falls. He never complained. He simply said he had
bad balance. Bell’s Palsy was another cross he carried”.
Fr McKenna’s said “I anointed him two days before he died. The
day before he died when entering his room, he seemed to be asleep
and I would say, “G’day, Mick” and his eyes would open and he
would reply, “G’day, Pat” and we would talk and then say a couple
of prayers together. The day he died I entered his room and he
seemed asleep again and I said, “G’day, Mick.” He opened his eyes
and said, “G’day, Pat.” I noticed a big change in his condition and I
sensed he would die in the not too distant future. Mick, as I always
called him, suffered and bore the cross he shared with Jesus. Many
of us gathered here tonight could one day be in the same situation
towards the end of our lives.
Fr Pat concluded saying “Old friend you have done a great job, rest
peacefully in God’s care”.

CHRISTMAS IS A TIME FOR ‘GIVING’ AND ‘RECEIVING’

(CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE)

Christmas can bring the ‘gift’ of the light of Christ through giving and receiving.
With donations from the College and school, the SVDP society will prepare around
90 hampers to be distributed across the Northern Beaches parish. Along with the
hampers SACC also donated 60 x $50 vouchers which will be put in the hampers to
enable people to buy fresh produce to add to their Christmas meal. Distribution
will occur between the 11th and 18th of December.

Teachers and students with Vincentians Front row:
Barbara Anderson, Veronica Innes and Margaret Barlow

Casey Orford, Year 5 student from St Andrews, said “To share the gift of Christmas,
our College collected and made 75 hampers for St Vincent de Paul. These hampers are
a gift for families in our community so they can also celebrate and share a beautiful
meal on Christmas Day.

St Andrews College undercover area
with students amidst Christmas donations
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2016 CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CAIR
Mass information is also at Phone (07) 405

CHURCH

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

Reconciliation

Atherton
St Joseph’s, 28 Mabel St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the
Night 6.30pm

Christmas Day – Mass 9am

Christmas Eve: 11am to Noon

Babinda
St Rita’s
15 Church St

Christmas Eve –Mass during the
Night 6pm

Christmas Day - Mass 8am

Before Mass
See Innisfail

Bamaga
St Stephen’s

Thursday 22nd December
Mass 6pm

Cairns
St Monica’s Cathedral
181 Abbott St

Children’s Mass Saturday 7pm &
Saturday 10.45pm Choir will singing
Night of Miracles – followed by
Midnight Mass

Christmas Day – Masses 6:30am &
10am
5PM MASS

Cardwell
Our Lady Star of the Sea,
121 Victoria St

Christmas Eve – Mass 8pm

Also see Tully, Mission Beach, El Arish
& Silkwood

See Thursday Island

Chillagoe
St Nicholas of Tolentino and Bl
Mother Mary of the Cross, Queen St.
Cooktown
St Mary’s,
Furneaux St

Every Saturday - 11:30am to
12:30pm

Christmas Day Liturgy of the Word
with Communion 9.30am
Mass will be celebrated on the
weekend of 17/18 Dec Christmas
Eve – Liturgy of the Word with
Communion 6.30pm.

Reconciliation: When Fr visits on
the weekend of 17/18 Dec

CROYDON

12 noon Christmas Day

Dimbulah
St Anthony’s
Raleigh St

Christmas Day – Mass 8am

Earlville
Our Lady Help of Christians,
18 Balaclava Rd

Christmas Eve – Masses during the
Night 6pm & 8pm

Christmas Day – Mass 8am

Edmonton (Bentley Pk)
St Therese’s,
135 Robert Rd

Christmas Eve – Mass during the
Night 5:30pm & 7pm

Christmas Day – Mass 8am

El Arish
Our Lady of Fatima,
Glasgow St

Christmas Day – Mass 10am

FORSAYTH

9am 26th December

Freshwater
Sacred Heart,
15 Duffy St

Also see Stratford, Holy Cross &
Redlynch

GREGORY DOWNS

6 pm Friday December 23rd

GEORGETOWN
St Patrick’s, High St.

5pm 21st December

Gordonvale
St Michael’s,
4 Muir St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the
Night 6pm

Hammond Island
St Joseph the Worker

Christmas Eve - Mass 6pm

Mareeba: Thurs 22nd 7pm 2nd Rite of
Reconciliation

Christmas Eve: 4.30pm to 5pm

Christmas Day - – Mass 7am

Holy Cross every Saturday 5pm &
before Mass

Christmas Day – Mass 8am

Fri 23rd 5.30pm

Herberton
St Patrick’s
Broadway St

Christmas Day – Mass 11.15am

Before Mass

Horn Island
The Holy Family

Christmas Day – Mass 9am

Innisfail
Mother of Good Counsel
90 Rankin St

Christmas Eve - Mass during the
Night 6:30pm

KARUMBA
St James & St John, Yappar St.

Christmas Eve – Mass 5pm

Kuranda
St Christopher’s
20 Barang St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the
Night 9pm with Carols from 8:30pm

Malanda
St James
7 Monash St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the
night 10pm

Midnight Mass with Carols from
11:30pm Christmas Day – Mass 9am

2nd Rite Mon 12th 7pm and
1st Rite Sat 24th 11.30am

Mareeba: Thurs 22nd 7pm 2nd Rite of
Reconciliation
Christmas Day – Mass 8.30am

page 6

Before Mass

RNS CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
1 1990 or go to www.cairns.catholic.org.au
CHURCH
Mareeba
St Thomas of Villanova,
59 Constance St

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

Christmas Eve – Mass during the
Night 7pm with Carols from 6.30pm

Mercy Place - Westcourt
Gatton St
Millaa Millaa
St Rita
Coral St

Mass during the Night 11pm with
Carols from 10.30pm
Christmas Day – Mass 10am

Reconciliation
Thurs 22nd 7pm 2nd Rite of
Reconciliation

Christmas Day – Mass 10am
Christmas Eve – Mass during the
night - 8.30pm

Before Mass

Mission Beach
Holy Spirit, Webb Rd

Christmas Day – Mass 7am
Christmas Day – Mass 7am

See parish website (www.
catholicdouglas.org.au) or phone
4098 2001

Mourilyan
Christ the King,
10 Harbour Rd

Christmas Day – Mass 7am

See Innisfail

Mt Garnet
Holy Rosary

Christmas Day – Mass 7am

Before Mass

Mossman
St Augustine
24b Grogan St

NORMANTON
Our Lady Help of Christians,
Dutton St
North Cairns
Mother of Good Counsel,
394 Sheridan St
Northern Beaches (Trinity Park)
Holy Cross
Reed Rd,

Christmas Eve – Mass during the
Night 10pm

No change

Christmas Day – Mass 8.30am

Christmas Eve – Mass during the
Night 5.30 pm
Christmas Eve Vigil – Mass 6pm

Christmas Day – Mass 8.30am
Also see Freshwater, Stratford &
Redlynch

Every Saturday 5pm & before Mass

Parramatta Park
St Joseph,
Cnr Draper & Loeven Sts

Christmas Eve – Indian Community
Mass – 7pm

Christmas Day – Mass 8:30am

Before Mass

Port Douglas
St Mary
2 Endeavour St

Christmas Eve - Mass during the
Night 7pm

Christmas Day – Mass 9am

See parish website (www.
catholicdouglas.org.au) or phone
4098 2001

Ravenshoe
St Teresa of the Child Jesus,
2 Moffatt St

Christmas Eve – Mass 7pm

Redlynch
All Saints Chapel
St Andrews College Intake Rd
Silkwood
St John the Evangelist,
Harold St

Before Mass

Christmas Eve – Mass during the
Night 11.30pm

Also see Northern Beaches, Holy Cross
Stratford & Freshwater

Christmas Eve – Mass during the
Night 6pm

Christmas Eve – 5pm

South Johnstone
St Rita,
5 Green St
Stratford
St Augustine
23 Kamerunga Rd
Thursday Island
Sacred Heart
Douglas St
Tully
St Clare of Montefalco
13 Mars St
Weipa
St Joseph
Boundary Rd

Holy Cross every Saturday 5pm &
before Mass

Also see Holy Cross Freshwater &
Redlynch

Christmas Day – Mass 8am

See Innisfail

Christmas Day – Mass 10.30am

Holy Cross every Saturday 5pm &
before Mass

Christmas Eve – Midnight Mass

Christmas Eve – Mass 5.30pm

Christmas Day – Mass 9am

Christmas Eve – Mass (see website)

Christmas Day - 8:30am Mass

Reconciliation before Mass

West Cairns
St Francis Xavier,
Cnr Mayers & Atkinson St,
Manunda

Christmas Eve – Mass during the
Night 6pm

Midnight Mass with Carols from
11.30pm
Christmas Day – 8am
NO 6pm Mass

Christmas Eve: 11am and 4pm

Yungaburra
St Patrick’s, Mulgrave St.

Christmas Eve – Mass during the
Night 5pm

Before Mass
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“JUBILATA” 50 YEARS OF PARISH LIFE…

Written by Editorial Staff

On the sunny Saturday afternoon
of 22nd October 2016, Northern
Beaches Parish celebrated their 50th
Jubilee at the Holy Cross Church.
From its establishment in 1966 to
the present day, Northern Beaches
parish has remained one of the
largest parishes in the Diocese. Its
boundaries take in the northern side
of Cairns City from Aeroglen north
to Ellis Beach and west to Crystal
Cascades and south to Salt Water
Creek. The parish services four
churches, Sacred Heart Freshwater,
St Augustine’s Stratford, All Saints
Chapel St Andrew’s Catholic College
Redlynch, and Holy Cross Trinity
Park.

With the assistance of many willing
workers, the leadership of the Parish
Pastoral Council, and the Jubilee
Celebrations Committee, a number of events were organized to
celebrate this great occasion. Events such as a ‘Photographic Display”
(with thanks to Mary, Liesl, Naomi and Nellie) was held outside the
Bonner Centre. Many Parishioners took advantage of a walk through
this display and commented on
how many happy memories it
brought back to them.

Ribbon procession
in combination with the voices of the 350 strong congregation,
managed to ‘raise the roof ’’.
With the official celebrations over, parishioners were invited to the
Multi-Purpose Hall at Hwoly Cross School for a BBQ and cutting of the
Jubilee cake (pictured). Thanks must also go the St Andrew’s College
and Holy Cross School musicians for the wonderful entertainment
provided during these festivities.
Jubilee Prayer cards and key rings were distributed to all parishioners
to commemorate this significant milestone. These memorabilia were
also made available at all parish Mass sites for distribution after the
main event.

The
official
celebrations
began with Mass at 4:00pm
with Bishop James Foley as
Presider, and concelebrated by
Fr Neil Muir. Deacons Mark
Cavicchiolo and Tony Moore
were also in attendance.
At the opening procession,
Luke Felstead (Chair Pastoral
Parish Council) introduced
representatives from each of L-R Sr Mary-Ann Lennon and
Mary Kleczaj
the 4 Northern Beaches Mass
sites, as they entered from each corner of the church carrying
ribbons of different colours (pictured). St Andrew’s College and
Holy Cross school choirs provided music during the liturgy, and

DIMBULAH CELEBRATES ITS JUBILEE

Written by Rena Ceola (Administration Officer)

On August 27 & 28th past and present students, staff and parents came together to celebrate 50 years of St Anthony’s School. We were honoured
to have Fr John O’Connor (retired diocesan priest) and Sr Carmel Parker rsj join us. Fr John O’Connor was the priest in Dimbulah from 1963 to
1997 and was the driving force behind having a Catholic school built there. Fr John and the community raised much needed funds to establish
the school which was staffed by two Josephite Sisters, Sr Bernadette Barlow and Sr Agnes Maria. Sr Carmel Parker arrived at St Anthony’s in
1968 and stayed until the end of 1971. Both of them had lovely memories of their time at St Anthony’s.
Sr Agnes Maria wrote: “I enjoyed my two years at St Anthony’s. The parents were very good to us and kept us supplied with fruit & vegies, eggs etc.
On some Sundays, Sr Bernadette and I would drive out to the properties to visit the parents and learn all about growing tobacco.”
Sr Bernadette Barlow, who now resides at Emmaus Aged Care in Nudgee, was overjoyed when we forwarded her a copy of our Commemorative
Book. She was very impressed and proud of St Anthony’s for the trouble we had gone to, to produce a book with such great memories. We
invited her to write an article on her time at St Anthony’s and this is what she wrote……
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It is with delight that I respond to an
invitation to remember my time at St
Anthony’s Dimbulah. I am now 90 years of
age and my memories may be a little dimmed
with time. However, what hasn’t been lost are
my treasured recollections of the wonderful
community in which I was privileged to open
their catholic school.
How spoilt we were with parents and
parishioners welcoming us and looking out for us as the people of
Dimbulah did. We arrived there, Sr Anne Hanrahan and myself, in our
brown veils and long heavy habits in the heat of summer when humidity
defied belief.
We travelled from Cairns on 22 January 1966 and began the school year
with Years 1 and 2. We followed a program called ‘Words in Colour’ and
its success was such that when the Inspector of Schools came he asked us
to take a class to Cairns to demonstrate how St Anthony’s children were
learning to read, write and spell.
Children came from surrounding farms, many from tobacco farms
in those days, and also from the town itself. At planting time even the

children went to work to pick up what were called ‘mistees!’ The men
rode the machines which dropped plants into the prepared soil. Those
that didn’t fall correctly were rescued by the children. At sugar harvesting
time, even when it was within a school term, families took off to the coast
for work. For the Dimbulah families hard work was a constant.
It’s many years now since my three years in Dimbulah. I recall it as a
happy time, a time of learning about different cultures and languages,
a time of being with people who worked hard on the land and a time of
experiencing a tropical climate.
At this time of Jubilee celebrations I, as the school’s first principal, feel
very privileged to be able to wish the current staff, the parents and most
of all the children, many blessings from our Good God. I am sure I would
have said something similar on the day St Anthony’s opened in 1966.
God go with you all as you journey into the future – a future that none
of us can even imagine.
Lovingly and with deep gratitude for precious memories of Dimbulah
							
Sister Bernadette Barlow rsj
11 November 2016

The weekend of celebrations consisted of a Dinner-Dance on Saturday
27th August at the local hall. “Careless” provided the music and the
evening was a wonderful celebration with many group photos taken.
On Sunday, Bishop James Foley, Fr John Sullivan and Fr Robert Greenup
celebrated Mass. Celebrations continued on the school grounds with
entertainment by the present students, good food and the chance for
many to meet old school friends, reminisce in the classroom which
had a fantastic display of days gone by and have photos taken.
The Anniversary cake was cut by Lionella Callegari who was the first
student enrolled in 1966, Fr John O’Connor and Sr Carmel Parker
(pictured.)
A Commemorative Book has been published and contains 150 pages
of photos & memories. The book is available for sale from the school
office, Piagno’s News in Mareeba and from Dimbulah Health & Beauty,
Dimbulah Community Centre and the Dimbulah Museum for $20.00.
The main comment heard over the weekend was “Wow” the place has changed so much! The school has a new front garden which will soon
feature engraved pavers which were purchased by past & present families, a fresh coat of paint and lovely green fields, the perfect place for a
celebration and a fantastic place for primary education.

Fr John Sullivan, Bishop Foley, Fr Robert Greenup.
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SYNOD 2016

Written by Terry Power (Synod Permanent Committee)
For the past 8 years, Synod
meetings have been held
to allow parish delegates
and representatives from
the Diocesan Agencies
to support Bishop Foley
and the local clergy to
explore future directions
for our Church. The 2016
Synod was held on 28 & 29
October at Lennon Hall,
St. Augustine’s College
Cairns.
The Synod process of discernment and decision making, relies
upon all those present being brought up to date regarding the
various elements of church across the diocese. The Synod process
as a formal AGM of the diocese, always involves reports from
parishes and agencies (Centacare, Catholic Education Services,
Diocesan Finance & Administration and Cairns Catholic Early
Learning & Care). This year the reports specifically described the
parish and agency responses to the Diocesan Pastoral Plan which
was launched earlier this year. There was time for small group
reflection on the common themes from these reports, and the
implications for the future.
The Synod program also included a look at the Reimagining Faith
Formation website and resource program. Delegates were led to
reflect upon the variety of formation needs across the diocese, in
many different formats and across a range of contexts and needs:
•
•
•

for individuals committed to their faith and formation,
to those who feel they are spiritual but not religious
those who feel alienated by the church and its message.

Reimagining faith formation into the future challenges us to
incorporate traditional approaches (books, small groups & liturgy),

as well as many new approaches made possible in this digital age
(Bible Apps, Websites, online courses, YouTube, Podcasts etc.). In
particular, we heard about the new diocesan website & calendar,
the diocesan intranet and parish Facebook pages.
Recently The Council of Priests approved the establishment of an
Ordained Ministry & Faith Formation Committee. The primary
task of this committee will be to provide a coordinated approach
to leadership and stewardship of formation opportunities in
the diocese. This was seen to be a practical initiative to support
Pastoral Priority 1 ‘Formation of the Baptised’ from the Diocesan
Pastoral Plan.
On Saturday 2 further workshops saw deanery based groups spend
considerable time discussing their reflections on:
•
•
•
•
•

What are we doing well
What they thought we were not doing so well
How we could better respond to the diversity of people’s
religious and spiritual needs
Priorities, and how we could do things differently at parish/
deanery/diocesan level
How we could better reach/engage people

Synod also included a report on Safe Guarding Children &
Vulnerable Adults in our Parishes facilitated by Mark Pollock
(Manager, Professional Standards Unit.) This is a significant and
important issue and generated much interest and conversation.
It is envisaged that those who participated in this Synod Session
will return to their communities and regions with a stronger sense
of ‘the big picture’, and better equipped to listen to where the Spirit
is moving in their own communities.
Further information on the often asked question “what happened
at Synod” please see www.cairns.catholic.org.au for all material
referenced in this article.

PARISH AND COMMUNITY COME
TOGETHER TO PROVIDE SUPPORT

Written by Angela de Haas (Pastoral Care Associate)

In October 2016, 28 people gathered at the CWA hall in Ravenshoe to
participate in a suicide awareness presentation given by the Standby
Response Service from Cairns. This presentation was initiated by
Angela de Haas from Pastoral Support Services and St Teresa’s parish
in response to community concerns around this serious issue.
The StandBy Response Service is a community-based suicide
postvention program that provides a coordinated response of support
and assistance for people who have been bereaved through suicide.
Suicide is a time of immense crisis and the tragedy of suicide loss
can create trauma – deeply affecting individuals, families and entire
communities.
This initial gathering has led to proposed opportunities for some
additional training for community members with the aim of providing
support and resources into Ravenshoe and surrounding areas.

L-R Angela de Haas, Ivan Evans QAS (ambulance), Melissa Andrews
Standby Response Service and participant Jenny
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LAUDATO SI & ME!

Written by John O’Brien
On Sunday 13th November Cairns was blessed to have Terry Power of Mercy
Ministries Far North Queensland present a workshop titled ‘Laudato Si and
Me!’. Terry walked through a theological reflection on ‘Laudato Si: Care For
Our Common Home’, Pope Francis’ encyclical on the environment.

Barry Hoare, Elizabeth Hoare, Margaret Pestorius, Terry Power,
Hugh O’Brien and John O’Brien

When Pope Francis penned this encyclical he reflected on how St Francis of Assisi “reminds us that the earth is our common home” [Laudato Si
1]. Our pope also reflects that “St Francis approached all of creation with awe and wonder. He saw all creation as sisters and brothers ...” [Laudato
Si 11] and so cared for all of creation as though it were his family. Those who gathered for this workshop celebrated the wonder of God’s creation
and reflected on our role as stewards of that creation. In the words of St Francis, the encyclical recognises the cry of “our Sister, Mother Earth,
who sustains and governs us” [Laudato Si 1]. Like St Francis, Pope Francis teaches us that, while mankind has stewardship over God’s creation,
there is also a kinship relationship between the two. We are called to care for the earth as though it were part of our family.
During the workshop, participants were challenged with the current reality of how mankind is using God’s creation. Without seeing the “awe
and wonder” [Laudato Si 11] of God’s creation we can be easily tempted by an uncontrolled yearning or wanting everything that we see. The
earth cries out for us to stop over consumption, greed, and wastefulness. The book of Genesis tells us to till and keep the garden. Keeping the
garden implies responsibility. We need to protect God’s gift of nature “to ensure its fruitfulness for coming generations” [Laudato Si 67].
The workshop finished with an invitation for participants to commit to a personal change that will ensure greater care for our common home
and its inhabitants.

THE ARCHIVES OF THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CAIRNS

Written by Prof Stephen Torre, (Honorary Archivist, Diocese of Cairns Archives)

Bishop John Hutchison, Vicar
Apostolic, Vicariate of Cooktown,
1887-1897. Died 28 Oct 1897 and
is buried in Cooktown.

Archives are places of memory
of the Christian community and
its culture. Archives collect and
preserve the articulated history of
the Church community so that what
has been done, including omissions
and errors, may be properly
evaluated. This helps in planning a
future founded on the contributions
of tradition and achievement. In one
sense the Archives of the Church are
a continuation of the gospels, the
venerated recollection of what was
said and done by Jesus, and similarly
continuously serve to evangelise us.

In terms of specific content, archives preserve the sources describing
the historical development of the Church community as well as those
relating to the liturgical, sacramental, educational, and charitable
activities which the clergy, religious, and lay members of the church
have carried out. This content covers a comprehensive range from the
sanctification of the individual through registers of birth, baptism,
confirmation, marriage, ordination and death, to wider institutional
and community involvements, and even works of art in diverse media.
The archives of the Diocese of Cairns, in particular, constitute an
extensive and deep ‘archaeology’ of northern Australia, particularly
North Queensland, the Torres Strait and Papua New Guinea. The
Church’s holistic understanding of the interrelatedness of human
nature, culture and religion, mean that many ‘secular’ as well as
spiritual matters are documented in the archives.
A diverse panorama of the life of the Church, society, culture and
nature in the Australian tropics is recorded in the archives:
• From the day when Italian missionaries (Tarquino Tanganelli,
Luigi Fabris and Cherubino de Romanus) in full length black
soutanes arrived in Cooktown in 1876,

•

Soon to be followed by Mercy nuns, Augustinian Priests and
even visiting Cardinals,
• To the establishment of the Vicariate of Cooktown under the Rev
John Hutchinson, and much later the proclamation in 1941 of
the Diocese of Cairns under its first Bishop, The Right Rev Dr.
J. Heavey.
In his letter A Conscientious Account of the True State of the
Vicariate of Queensland to His Holiness Pope Leo XIII (12 Nov 1884)
Monsignor Paolo Fortini, Pro-Vicar Apostolic of Queensland stated:
In November 1876 the Vicariate of Queensland
was erected. It extended from south of
Hinchinbrook Island and proceeded along the
line of 18.30° South Latitude straight to the
Gulf of Carpentaria. And from there wound
its way through Torres Strait to Cape York and
thence back to Hinchinbrook Island. To the
East it lay along the east of the Pacific Ocean,
and adjoined two dioceses, Rockhampton and
Adelaide. It may thus be said that its territory
was larger than Italy.

Liber Baptizatorum
1883-1900

Perhaps unlike other dioceses in Australia, the geographical spread
and cultural diversity of the Cairns Diocese means that the Word
of God becomes announced, believed, and lived out through many
different local customs and diverse pastoral practices. Our Archives
serve as a living memory of the multifaceted inculturation of the
Gospel which has taken place in our region.
An institution which forgets its own past will hardly be able to design
its future in any social, cultural or religious context. In this sense,
archives, while preserving the witness to religious traditions and
pastoral practices, have their own intrinsic vitality and validity, thus
serving to transmit and utilise the living good of memory for God’s
people, and enhancing the expression and deepening of one’s faith.
Further, by using adequately all the cultural good recorded by Church
archives, it is possible to continue and increase the dialogue between
Christians and today’s world.
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Bishop Foley, Diocesan Finance & Administration together with the editorial staff would like wish the
diocesan community a
Holy and Blessed Christmas
and
a Prosperous and Graced New Year
Once again we publicly thank our advertisers for their continued generous support of the Cairns
Diocesan News magazine over 2016
Jeff Taylor Psychiatry
Dr Jeff Taylor
M.B.B.S., D.P.M.,
F.R.A.N.Z.C.P., DipCH
Dr Jeff Taylor wishes to
advise that he conducts
a home based practice in
General Adult Psychiatry
with special interest in
Psychotherapy at
7 East Parkridge Drive,
Brinsmead, Cairns

Dr Jeff Taylor has an interest in treating
conditions including:
•
•
•
•

•

Anxiety
Depression
Mood Disorders
PTSD (post traumatic
stress disorder)
Obsessive Compulsive
Disorder

•
•

•

Specific Phobias
Treatment of Military &
Veteran related problems
Psychological problems
associated with physical
illness

For appointments:
Ph: 4034 1880 Fax: 4034 2329 E: jeff.taylor.au@gmail.com
www.jefftaylorpsychiatry.com.au

With our compliments

www.communityfunerals.com.au
Tablelands 07 4092 4774 | Cairns 07 4031 5566
Mossman & Port Douglas 07 4098 2655

Tropics Property Maintenance
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