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The climax of the Triduum is the Easter Vigil, the ‘night 
of nights’. The Christian community gathers on this 
night to ‘remember, celebrate and believe’ the dying 
and rising of Jesus – the paschal mystery in which 
we share through baptism and Eucharist.

The celebration begins outside the church in 
darkness. With great solemnity the light is kindled, 
the darkness vanishes and the resurrection is 
proclaimed: it is Easter, Passover.

We process into the church and hear readings from 
scripture interspersed with psalm responses. The next 
movement is to the baptismal font for the initiation of 
the elect and the renewal of our baptismal promises. 
Finally the climax – the Easter banquet – as bread is 
broken and wine is poured out.

The power of darkness must be felt so that the light of 
Christ in the Easter candle can be truly appreciated. 
This is why the liturgical books emphasise that the 
Easter Vigil takes place after nightfall and before 
daybreak.
The ritual calls for a rogus, a bonfire, to be burning 
as people gather on this night. Fire has a certain 
fascination; its warmth and light attract people and 
draw them together in a way that a tame indoor 
flame cannot.

A large new paschal candle of wax is lit from the 
Easter fire and leads the procession of people, also 
carrying candles, into the darkened church where the 
deacon or priest sings out the Easter Proclamation: 
“Rejoice! Sing! Exult! This is the night..!”

Excerpt from a ‘Liturgy Lines’ column by Elizabeth Harrington,  
© Liturgy Brisbane
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BISHOP’S EASTER MESSAGE
Catholic Church Scapegoated!!

That title may sound cringing, provocative 
or even petulant given the current climate 
around the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Sexual Abuse.

What I write here may be controversial and 
open to mis-interpretation. So I have had it 

critiqued by a number of people across the diocese and I have tried 
to incorporate their suggestions and observations.

Scapegoating is a biblical concept which is accurate and valuable 
in the circumstances our Church community is in at the present 
time.

On the Jewish Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur – the Sabbath of the 
Sabbaths) a live goat would have ritually laid upon it the sins of the 
whole nation in atonement and would then be driven out into the 
wilderness. (see Leviticus 16:8/9)1

As Christians this same strong sense is preserved in every 
celebration of Eucharist: Behold the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sins of the world – John the Baptist’s identification of Jesus. 
(John 1:29)

There is also a long theological tradition of an Atonement 
Christology which is found first in St Paul’s writings (Romans 
3:24-25 and 1 Cor.5:1 – 13) and was further developed by St 
Anselm (1033-1109) in the Middle Ages, in his work Cur Deus 
Homo (Why God Became Man).

A version of this – Christ’s atoning death for our sins – Himself 
paying the ransom for our redemption is a dominant – even the 
exclusive – theological mind-set particularly among Evangelical 
Christians in our own time.

We as Catholic Christians have a wider and more varied 
appreciation of Christ’s person and work. Yet at this crisis period it 
might be timely for us to dust off and reclaim our own Atonement 
Theology.

During my extended leave throughout February I set myself the 
task of reading the transcripts of each day’s Royal Commission 
hearings entitled The Catholic Wrap-up. This was hardly happy 
holiday reading. It has been some 120 typed pages each day 
covering the horrendous failures in not protecting children and 
vulnerable people in the Church’s care. It was painful and gut-
wrenching reading particularly as various Commissioners recalled 
in graphic detail the testimonies of courageous survivors/victims 
who shared with them during several thousand individual private 
hearings.

How could some priests and religious so abuse their power which 
resulted in an often quoted phrase the murder of the soul!? These 
Church people frequently presented themselves (usually wearing 
their clericals or habit!) as spiritually superior – God’s anointed 
– perversely claiming to the young innocent and vulnerable that 
their abuse was actually some sort of God-given privilege!

It struck me time and again reading every painful word. Previously 
I had watched the Commission’s hearings into Catholic Church 
failures via webcast streamed  live on the Internet. However 
somehow actively reading every word was more harrowing and 
focusing than passively listening.

The Church, as an institution, deserves to be scapegoated in the full 
negative sense of that strange word. Yet ironically to be scapegoated 
can also be a positive healing redemptive process. A strange grace 
in itself.

It may well be that among English speaking countries (or arguably 
across all other countries) that only in Australia the Catholic 
Church has a particular statistical and peculiar sociological 
make-up [(1) one in (4) four Australians nominate themselves as 
Catholic making it the largest and most evenly-spread religious 
body in the country, with members in every section of society. It 
is also the largest non-government employer (with 229,986 people 
working in parishes, schools, hospitals and caring agencies) where 
some of the most vulnerable turn for help yet tragically at times, 
quite literally, came to grief.

Given all these factors the Catholic Church is a fitting target to be 
subjected to such thorough objective public scrutiny.

By contrast in Ireland the Catholic Church had been seen as 
omni-present and all-powerful, and here-to- fore untouchable 
and above criticism. In most other English speaking countries the 
Catholic Church is a more marginalised minority – too small or 
too insignificant to be singled out to be fair game.

So only in Australia is our Church of a size and a significance to be 
an appropriate and fairly chosen scapegoat – rather like that odd 
phrase from the Global Financial Crisis that some banks were too 
big to fail!

We may be the ones strong enough and large enough and old 
enough to carry most of the weight for other religious and social 
institutions without being completely crushed by this.

It has also been commented by international observers that this 
Royal Commission process is a unique contribution across the 
world. This may come from that deep-seated Australian attitude of 
a fair go for all and a particular care for the battler and the under-
dog.

These weeks of this Catholic Wrap-up by the Royal Commission 
have revealed the Church both at its worst – but strangely also at 
its best, with the evidence of many Catholics, laity, religious and 
Church leaders who addressed what has been accurately described 
as the worst scandal we have faced in centuries.

Coincidently, this year, 2017, is also the 500 th anniversary of 
the beginning of Martin Luther’s protesting against abuses in the 
Church of his time.

1 It was William Tyndale’s 1530 version of the Scriptures which introduced 
the translation of the (e)scapegoat.
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Out of that powerful and painful Reformation the Catholic 
Church did emerge geographically changed – having lost much of 
Northern Europe – yet stronger and internally renewed spiritually 
and spreading its missionary activity to the ends of the earth.

Professor Patrick Parkinson, a legal expert who worked two decades 
ago with people like Bishop Geoffrey Robinson in originally 
drafting the Church’s response Towards Healing, later became 
highly critical of how unevenly this was being implemented across 
the country. Patrick stated in his opening comment to the Royal 
Commission, [8 th February 2017].

… I see an enormously bright future for the Catholic Church 
(and Catholic institutions) if it can tap the ability of its laity. 
There are extremely able, fine, decent moral people who have 
held the highest offices in our country who would be only too 
willing, I am sure, to take on positions of leadership, as indeed 
Francis Sullivan (Chief Executive Officer of the Truth, Justice 
and Healing Council) has. I do see a bright future there if they 
can be brought into a position of equality and sharing in the 
leadership of the institutional Church.

(Found on page 24900 of the Royal Commission transcripts. 
This is quoted with Professor Parkinson’s consent.)

Professor Parkinson acknowledged that he himself was originally 
Anglican but is now a Baptist, a smaller yet deeply dedicated 
Christian community. His comment is prophetic: coming as it 

does from one outside the Roman Catholic tradition and yet close 
enough to be rightly critical of the Catholic Church’s response to 
this dreadful crisis – which has been described as the worst crisis 
for the Church since the 16 th Century Reformation.

It was this comment of his which got me thinking along the lines 
of our Church as an appropriate scapegoat for the whole nation for 
this horrendous abuse over many decades.

As this particular Easter Season comes, the meaning at its very 
heart has never been more relevant and pressing: out of terrible 
innocent suffering and death comes Resurrection and a new way 
of living.

Or as Paul was to profoundly propose: Where sin increased, grace 
abounded all the more. (Romans 5:20)

So strangely but strongly Thank God for being Scapegoated!

Paradoxically, Providentially this gross scandal more than anything 
else could have done, may be the very grace to bring us to be the 
humbler, faith-filled and genuinely caring Community of Disciples 
Christ intended us to be.

+ James Foley
BISHOP OF CAIRNS
March 2017

FAREWELL GOOD AND FAITHFUL 
SERVANT – FR JOHN NEWMAN
(Written by Editorial Staff)

and practical priest.’ The Second Vatican Council 
had a huge impact on him and many people 
experienced and were the recipients of his belief 
of the laity’s obligation to ‘full, conscious and active 
participation’ in the life of the Church.

Fr John’s long standing commitment to his 
many chaplaincy appointments saw him heavily 
involved as Chaplain to both Calvary and Cairns 
Base hospitals, Director of both Catholic Mission 
and Vocations, St Augustine’s College, the Army 
Reserve, Queensland Police Service, Tableland 
Army Cadets, honorary Chaplain to the RSL and 
Vietnam Veterans. Acting chief superintendent 
Brett Scheafferius said, “Fr John felt that his life 
had been enriched through being a police chaplain.” 
Fr John’s great regard for his army chaplaincy was 

remarked upon by retired Major Les Beck “Whether in the back of 
an APC, skimming the trees in an Iroquois helicopter or more often 
trudging the rain soaked trails of some NQ rainforest, that is where 
he felt he belonged – in the trenches and with the soldiers”.

Although the Cairns Diocese and the Tablelands in particular 
became home for Fr John, his family was very important to him and 
his nephew Greg Newman remarked, John liked to be around people 
and with people and he was greatly loved by the people he met in his 
life.  He was respected as a man and a priest.  He had a passionate 
hunger for his faith and was faithful in his duty as a priest.  He was 

John Newman entered eternal life, Sunday 
January 22, 2017 in his 84th year, having served 
the Diocese of Cairns for over 50 years in priestly 
ministry. With such long and faithful service to the 
Diocese of Cairns in a number of appointments 
and chaplaincies, it is hard to do justice to the 
length and breadth Fr John Joseph Newman had 
upon the ‘lived experience’ of all he encountered.

The memories, stories and respectful admiration 
attributed to Fr Newman is captured briefly as we 
reflect on the life that was lived so well in the man, 
priest, padre, brother, friend, uncle and the person 
who was Fr John Newman.

John was born in Ipswich, his parents, Michael 
and Evelyn, reared six boys and three girls. He 
came to Banyo Seminary from an interesting background. 
Carpentry was the family trade in which he was skilled. He 
was familiar with stock work and his musical talents were well 
renowned. Fr John Newman responded to an invitation from 
Bishop Thomas Cahill while as a Seminarian at Pius X11 Seminary 
Banyo to serve in the Cairns Diocese. His appointments in 
Cairns saw him placed at St Monica’s Cathedral, Thursday Island, 
Mossman and Atherton.

Common to the themes of the many memories recounted of the 
life of Fr John was that he always remained a country ‘hands on 

Continued on Page 4... 
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FR JOHN NEWMAN – Our Grateful 
Thanks and Memory

Retirement Planning

If you are over 50 and have not yet started to plan your retirement... do it 
now. Almost every client says the same thing to me, “if only I had come 
to see you sooner”.

• Retirement Goals –Is it travelling, shing spending more time with 
family?

• Accessing your Super- Avoid the traps.
• Transition to Retirement – Access your super while you are still 

working.
• Convert your Super to an Income Stream – Doing it the right way
• Centrelink  Aged Pension – We do all that for you too
• Protect your Wealth – Making sure it lasts the distance

Call us now and you can have your own
personal nancial planner – 40 521 950

Your first meeting is cost and obligation free

“We guarantee you satisfaction”

Phone: 07 40521950
Email: reception@stanancial.com.au
www.stanancial.com.au

Shane Tibbs  is a Suncorp Certied 
Financial Planner at 206 Buchan Street, 
Cairns. He has 27 years experience, helping 
people achieve their goals and retiring with 
a brighter future.

Retirement Planning

Shane Tibbs* is a Certified Financial Planner 
at 206 Buchan Street, Cairns Q. 4870. He has 
27 years experience, helping people achieve 
their goals and retiring with a brighter future.

Phone:  07 40521950
 reception@stafinancial.com.auEmail:

www.stafinancial.com.au

Shane Tibbs is an Authorised Representative of Ausure Pty Ltd   
ABN 94 096 971 854   AFSL 238433
Tricorp Financial Strategies Aust Pty Ltd   ABN 91 102 478 544 
trading as Shane Tibbs & Associates

“We guarantee you satisfaction”
If you are over 50 and have not yet started to plan your retirement, do it 
now.  Almost every client says the same thing to me, “if only I had come to 
see you sooner”.

  Retirement Goals – Is it travelling, fishing, spending more 

  time with family?

   Accessing your Super – Avoid the traps.

   Transition to Retirement –  Access your super while you 

  are still working.

   Convert your Super to an Income Stream – Doing it the 

  right way

   Centrelink Aged Pension – We do all that for you too

  Protect your Wealth – Making sure it lasts the distance

Call us now and you can have your own
personal financial planner – 40 521 950

Your first meeting is cost and obligation free*

Written by Peter Gates (Deputy National Director)
Fr John Newman was the Diocesan 
Director of Catholic Mission, which was 
known as the Pontifical Mission Societies 
during the 28 years Fr John held this role 
in the diocese of Cairns. His many years of 

service was testimony to his unwavering commitment to the work 
of mission both locally and for the world.

Fr John took on this role with a steady surety and goodwill that 
seemed to be his way - a way that was profoundly missionary and 
sure in faith. He was quietly confident in sharing that faith with 
others, both near, and in this work of Catholic Mission ‘to the ends 
of the earth’.

For those at Catholic Mission who had the pleasure to know Fr 

self-restrained in his judgement of others and their affairs, and he 
was wise and shrewd in judging between what mattered and what 
did not!

After many years as parish priest of Atherton and retiring there “in 
the garden of Eden” memories abound of his priestly ministry in 
that parish. He was remembered for his great wisdom in decisions, 
words, actions and plans. Equally, his ministry was recognised 
as a teacher of church doctrine, leader of parish life, a dedicated 
spiritual guide and significantly, a friend.

In a fitting conclusion to all the 
memories of Fr John, Bishop Foley 
wrote  - So we give thanks to God for 
the gift John has been to so many: a 
fine (stock)man, a good shepherd and a 
conscientious worker in so many areas 
of priestly life and service.

John, they will remember his hospitality, clever wit and of course 
his extraordinary musical gift of playing some family favourites on 
a simple piece of garden hose. He was generous of heart in such 
ways that brought great delight, fun and joy to a gathering. This 
was the case at a number of Catholic Mission gatherings over the 
years when Fr John was the DD of the Diocese of Cairns.

Just as Fr John joined in this great work that others had laboured 
for over many years, those who followed Fr John were left a blessed 
legacy due to his dedicated missionary efforts. As Pope Francis has 
challenged us all, Fr John truly in his own unique way played his 
part in this ‘immense work of mission’... God’s mission.

Our grateful thanks and memory for Fr John, a man of mission.

Christian symbols marking the life of 
Fr John Newman at Requiem Mass
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February 2017 
 
 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
I write to you as the final hearing involving the Catholic Church at the Royal Commission 
into Child Sexual Abuse commences on February 6, 2017.  
 
For the victims and survivors, for the Catholic community and for many in the wider 
Australian community, this hearing may be a difficult and even distressing time, as the 
Royal Commission reviews the evidence it has already received and seeks to understand 
why and how this tragedy has occurred.  
 
Deeply mindful of the hurt and pain caused by abuse, I once again offer my apology on 
behalf of the Catholic Church. I am sorry for the damage that has been done to the lives of 
victims of sexual abuse. As Pope Francis said recently, ‘it is a sin that shames us’. 
 
Over the next three weeks, evidence presented during the Royal Commission hearings will 
be analysed, statistics about the extent of abuse will be made public, and the way forward 
will be explored. Many of our bishops and other Catholic leaders will appear before the 
Royal Commission. They will explain what the Church has been doing to change the old 
culture that allowed abuse to continue and to put in place new policies, structures and 
protections to safeguard children. 
 
Pope Francis has urged the whole Church to, ‘find the courage needed to take all necessary 
measures and to protect in every way the lives of our children, so that such crimes may 
never be repeated’. 
 
Throughout the coming weeks, I want to assure you of my thoughts and prayers. I 
encourage you to turn in prayer to the one who is always ready to listen: Jesus Christ, who 
brings healing and hope  
 
 
Yours truly in Christ, 
 

 
 
 
+ James Foley 
BISHOP OF CAIRNS 
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The story of St Francis Xavier’s Parish began in the faith and spirit 
of the pioneering men and women in the developing area of West 
Cairns. In those early years Mass was celebrated in Bill Horwood’s 
home in Pease Street and later in the Enmore Progress Hall. In 1949 
two sites including a former small dairy farm fronting Atkinson and 
Alfred Streets had been purchased with a view to the construction 
of a Church.  A group of people (along with the resident snake) 
would gather in the disused cowshed and pray the Rosary. Among 
their prayer intentions, no doubt, would have been the blessings and 
prosperity of their future Church and community.

In 1954, the West Cairns area was detached from St Joseph’s Parish 
and attached to the Cathedral Parish. 1958 began a period of rapid 
changes that would occur over the next several years. In that year 
the Atkinson Street presbytery site was purchased and a church/hall 
building was constructed adjacent to it. The church and hall were 
blessed and opened by Bishop Thomas Cahill on December 21, 
1958. The following month on January 6, 1959, St Francis Xavier’s 
Parish was officially created, with Sunday Masses at 6:30am and 
8:00am. Also in 1959, Father Ivan Hernon took up residence in the 
presbytery and the Convent building was purchased. 

On 12 February 1960, two Sisters of St Joseph arrived to commence 
the “Motor Mission” catechetical ministry. Since that time, the Sisters 
of St Joseph have played a significant role in the life and spirituality 
of the parish. This influence is still tangible in the parish today 
through the ethos of the school. Even though the Sisters are no 
longer resident here, their contribution has been immense. 

The school opened on 23 January 1961 and by 1965 all primary 
grades were catered for.  By this time the old church had been 
transformed into two classrooms, which on Fridays were reorganised 
to accommodate Masses on the weekend. The first meeting of the 
school Parents & Friends Association and the Parish Council took 
place in 1967. A further land purchase during this time was the 
property where the church building is now established.

Over the years 1965 to 1971, 
Frs Hernon, Bibo and Lennon 
were appointed parish priest. 
In October 1977, the final 
Mass was celebrated in the old 
church and the new parish 
church was blessed during a 
Concelebrated Mass by Bishop 
John Torpie and the priests 
of the Diocese.  At the time, 
Father Lennon paid wonderful 
tributes to those involved in the 
project. Fr Lennon captured the 

PARISH IN PROFILE Written by Peter Buckley (parishioner)

generosity of  all when he said, “Priests and people, and not buildings, 
make healthy parishes. West Cairns is a healthy Parish of which any 
pastor ought to be suitably proud.”  

Over the years since then, the parish has grown and changed as times 
dictate, including the construction of the wonderful Xavier Parish 
Centre beside the church. All aspects of parish life are essential to 
mission, but Father Lennon’s observation still rings true.  Priests and 
people make healthy parishes.

The parish has been especially blessed with all of the priests including 
Fr John McGrath, Fr Peter Vandeleur and Fr Frank Gordon (present 
parish priest) who have served the community so well. Each has 
had his challenges with regard to the parish’s stage of development, 
demographics, and the historical and theological issues of the day. 

Each has led the parish with firmness, considered decisions, 
meaningful liturgies, introduction of adult education programs, and 
a real pastoral love and concern. They have shared their scholarship 
and considerable experience and inspired us with their celebration 
of the Sacraments and their preaching of the Gospel. They have 
encouraged new ministries and supported such initiatives. 

The parish/school connection has continued over the years, despite 
the business and complexity of life. It is gratifying to note that in the 
Diocesan Pastoral Plan (2016-2019) Key Pastoral Priority 2 ‘Building 
Our Sense of Community’ supports the West Cairns tradition of 
parish and school working in close cooperation towards shared 
goals. 

The priests and people who have gone before the current parishioners 
have left an enormous legacy. Parishioners today can benefit and 
achieve much both personally and communally because of those 
who have gone before. The challenge today is to likewise support 
our priests and provide the shoulders on which the next generation 
can stand in their search to know, love and serve God in their time 
and place. 

Original Church and hall (1958) Interior of Church & Hall (1958)
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CELC IN COOKTOWN PARTNERSHIP
Written by Janelle Moro (Manager)

Catholic Early Learning and Care have hit the ground running in 
2017.  

With the return of Janelle Moro from Maternity Leave.  Sonia 
Maszak who was in the Acting Managers role has been appointed 
the Assistant Manager for Catholic Early Learning and Care.  With 
the addition of Sonia in this position, we will be working towards 
improving the quality of support that our office provides to all 

of our Outside School Hours Care services, Long Day Cares and 
Kindergartens across the Diocese of Cairns.  

Catholic Early Learning and Care in the Diocese of Cairns will 
be supporting the community of Cooktown and the Cook Shire 
Council to manage their 50 places Childcare Centre, Barrier Reef 
Childcare. The agreement was reached after communication with 
Kevin Malone, CEO Diocese of Cairns and the CEO of the Cook 
Shire Council Tim Cronin, and approval from the Bishop of Cairns 
James Foley.

Cooktown holds great significance for the Diocese of Cairns with 
the establishment of the Diocese in 1873. Janelle Moro said “it’s 
exciting to be a part of the outreach and mission of the diocese in this 
new initiative in Cooktown.”

The Cook Shire Council also commented in their newsletter “The 
centre (pictured) was closed by the then owner in December and to 
ensure continuation of childcare for Cooktown, Council bought the 
land and buildings and began searching for a manager. In January, 
discussions with Catholic Early Learning and Care resulted in the 
centre being re-opened under their management on January 30. It 
has been a hectic few weeks since the centre closed, discussing options 
for re-opening it, voting to buy the building, finding a manager and 
negotiating with the State Government to progress approvals as 
quickly as possible,” 

Cook  Shire  Mayor Peter Scott said. “Not having childcare in 
Cooktown was never an option, and this is a great outcome for the 
town.” “But the centre still needed community support,” Cr Scott said, 
“with only 14 of its 50 places filled this week. The centre is staffed by 
interim Manager Sonia Maszak from Catholic Early Learning and 
Care, and four locals who worked at the centre before its closure last 
year. We are lucky enough to have the old team of Charlene Martin, 
Sonja Guinea and Taylah and Shani Mapes”  

CELC is currently advertising to employ a Nominated Supervisor 
to be the Director of the service ideally someone locally would be 
perfect.

L-R Janelle Moro & Sonia Maszak

Are stairs a problem?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call us today,  
and arrange a FREE in home demonstration and quote.

 

Have a seat... 
We’ll take it from here.

www.masterlifts.com.au

Master Lifts have a convenient answer,  
so you can stay in your double story home. 

 
• Wheelchair lifts 
• Home elevators 

• Pool lifts 
New and used options available.

 

07 40393100
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27th MAY 2017 REFERENDUM DAY
Written by Gertrude Davis (Indigenous Connections)

The 27th May this year celebrates the 50th anniversary of Australia’s 
historical watershed moment of the 1967 Referendum Day 
amendment to the Australian Constitution.  Prior to that, States 
and Territories held the responsibility for Indigenous Australians. 
(http://www/australianstogether.org.au/stories/detail/the1967-
referendum). 

The purpose of the  referendum was to change: 
(a) Section 51 (xxvi)  of The Constitution whereby 
Parliament was enabled to make laws for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples; and (b) Section 
127, permitted Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples to be counted in the Australian census. 

My own story validates the difficulties experienced 
by indigenous Australians prior to the 1967 Referendum 
amendment. During World War II in the Pacific, my father and his 
brothers became ‘volunteers’ for the army around North Queensland.  
Apparently, Mum used Dad’s first pay cheque from his CMF service 
as a deposit for the purchase of land near the Mossman Hospital. 
However, that was unlawful because Aboriginal people were not 
allowed to own real estate in Queensland.  Mum continued paying 

the rates until came the day in about 1960 when she hired a taxi 
from Atherton to Mossman to go and pay the rates with an older 
brother, sister, and myself in tow.  We were met at the property by a 
policeman (The Aborigines Protector) and a fellow, presumably the 
new landowner, who told Mum that the house didn’t belong to her 

and the policeman told Mum she was never to set 
foot in Mossman again -  of which she did - and her 
children followed.

Ninety per cent (90%) of non-Indigenous 
Australians voted in favour of amending those two 
named sections. There was wide spread belief that 
if the Federal Government acted for Indigenous 
Australians, overall conditions nationally would be 
improved. 

The Apology by the then Prime Minister Kevin Rudd to the Stolen 
Generations (February 13th 2008) saw a bipartisan approach 
across parliament to the ideals expressed in his speech….A future 
where we embrace the possibility of new solutions to enduring 
problems where old approaches have failed. A future based on mutual 
respect, mutual resolve and mutual responsibility. A future where 
all Australians, whatever their origins, are truly equal partners, 
with equal opportunities and with an equal stake in shaping the 
next chapter in the history of this great country, Australia. Even 
with these changes, controversy still abounds, and the status of 
Indigenous Australians continues to be a topic for hot debate. 

However, from a local context within the Diocese of Cairns, 
Indigenous Connections continues to advance community 
engagement and social interactions between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous Australians.   Fr Robert Greenup, Deacon Ralph 
Madigan and Gertrude Davis work tirelessly in their visitation 
across the diocese. The ministry of Indigenous Connections 
encourages Indigenous Catholics to know that we are all brothers 
and sisters in Christ. Importantly this ministry work reminds us 
all that Indigenous Catholics are equal partners in the life of the 
Church and the wider community.   

DATE CLAIMER: All are invited to join with our Indigenous brothers and sisters for MASS at St Monica’s Cathedral, Cairns on Saturday 
27 May 2017 at 7.00 pm to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 1967 Referendum in which Australians voted overwhelmingly to 

amend the Constitution to include Indigenous people in the census and allow the Commonwealth to create laws for them.

Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Service
URGENTLY WANTED: VOLUNTEER WORKERS

The Diocese of Broome, WA, requires volunteers to assist with 
the work of the local Church on Aboriginal Missions. We are 
currently seeking a couple to manage the Warmun Retreat 
Centre in February. There are several other roles also available 
including a couple in Balgo to assist the priest in the running of 
the parish. Placements are preferred for a period of 6 months.

For further details, and an application form, please contact:
Volunteer Coordinator Anneliese Rohr

P: 0415 526 142   E: volunteers@broomediocese.org
Web: www.broomediocese.org

Mail: PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725

 

ALSO DEALERS FOR: 
SUZUKI & KAWASAKI MOTORCYCLES 

COX & FERRIS MOWERS 
STIHL POWER PRODUCTS 

4030 5400 
CNR VERNON & LOUISE STREETS. 

ATHERTON 

 

admin@allwheeldrivecentre.com.au 
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ST RITA’S WELCOMES A NEW APRE
St Rita’s School in Babinda welcomed a new Assistant Principal 
(Religious Education) for the start of the new school year. Mrs 
Maureen Gaul joined our school staff from St Therese’s at Bentley 
Park, where she had been a classroom teacher of six years and an 
active member of the parish. Maureen completed the ‘Aspiring 
Leaders’ program facilitated by Catholic Education Services in 
2015 and she is very much looking forward to undertaking the 
APRE role at St Rita’s Babinda.

Maureen has had a busy start to the year.  She has organised the 
whole school Opening Mass, participated in the Caritas ‘Just 
Leadership’ program with the ‘Community Carers’ group, and is 
assisting teachers with Religious Education curriculum in the 
classrooms, all while she is learning how our school operates!  
Maureen has met Father Crowley, our parish priest, and is looking 
forward to working with him when he returns from leave. 

Our APRE enjoys being able to combine the many interesting roles 
she undertakes at school; teaching her Year 5/6 class, assisting the 
principal with school administration, and facilitating the Religious 

Written by Judy Billiau (Principal)

Fr Kerry Crowley, Judy Billiau, 
Maureen Gaul and School 
Captains at Opening Mass

70-76 Maher Road, Gordonvale, Qld 4865 
www.heritagebradyfunerals.com.au   4056 1627 

Celebrating Life  Giving Thanks 

Funeral Home | Crematorium | 300 Seat 

Air Conditioned Chapel | After Funeral 

Catering Facilities | Large Off Street Car 

Parking | Quiet Peaceful Surroundings  

Burial  |  Cremation  |  Pre Paid Funerals   

A Catholic Family serving all areas of the Cairns Diocese 

Locally Owned and Operated by the Heritage Family 

 

Education and SEL programs. We are so pleased to have Maureen 
join our happy and thriving school community as she shares her 
skills and experience in her new role. Although it is a small school, 
St Rita’s Babinda has welcomed the newest member to our school 
community in a big way!

If like Pope Francis, you are passionate about building a parish community that is both a place of 
sanctuary for all and ‘a centre of constant missionary outreach’ then Mission: one heart many voices 
conference is for you. The conference will offer opportunities for deepening your experience and 
knowledge of mission and practical ways of nurturing a parish community of ‘missionary disciples’.

Great speakers, specialised masterclasses, creative experiences of liturgy, faith and action. It will be a 
transformative moment of mission for you.

To find out more, including registration and the program, visit the Conference website at 
www.mohmv.com.au or free call 1800 257 296
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GULF GRAZIERS SAY “THANK YOU!”
Once again, in the lead up to Christmas, we were astounded by the 
very generous support given by a number of parishes and individuals 
from across our diocese to the Ravenshoe Community Drought 
appeal, a joint initiative of Ravenshoe Parish and other individuals 
and organisations based in Ravenshoe.  In summary:

19 magnificent hampers (very generously 
provided by St Francis Xavier Parish and 
topped up by the parish community at 
Yungaburra) were distributed to cattle stations, 
in the Croydon and Etheridge Shires; with two 
exceptions, all stations are family held. These 
hampers included freshly baked items and 
(where appropriate) gift packs for children, 
both provided by Silkwood Parish

2 small hampers were distributed to individuals for whom 
Christmas would have been very, very hard due to the loss of loved 
ones in recent years

4 cash gifts of $100 each were made to small business owners/
operators who we know are also struggling as a result of this long 
running drought 

14 fresh fruit and vegetable packs, each to the value of $50, were 
purchased locally and distributed to stations in the Etheridge Shire

15 hams were purchased locally in Georgetown and distributed with 
hampers in both Etheridge and Croydon Shires

Cash gifts totaling $5800 were distributed along with the hampers, or 
separately to businesses (as above); $4000 of this was very generously 
provided by St Francis Xavier Parish (in $200 amounts to accompany 
the hampers) and the remaining $1800 from other donations to the 
appeal 

Lick for livestock to the value of $3750 was purchased and was 
distributed to the neediest stations. 

Three young families were given an 
“all-expenses-paid” long weekend 
off their stations so that they could 
attend the annual Torimba Festival 
in Ravenshoe last October; this was 
supported by an extremely generous 
donation of $4000 from OLHOC school 
in Earlville received in Dec 15. 

To express the gratitude of our graziers 
for the compassion and generosity of all 
those who have supported the Drought 
Appeal, Mr. Barry Hughes, President of the 
Gulf Cattlemen’s Association, wrote in an email recently: “It was a 
wonderful surprise to come home and find the hamper and well wishes. 
Sorry we missed you, but no doubt we will see you before too long. 
Sometimes people in the bush find it very difficult to receive, and yet at 
the same time find it relatively easy to give. In my experience what makes 
it difficult is the way in which we can show our deep appreciation and 
thanks for what has been bestowed upon us - in this case, the wonderful 
generosity and caring that you and your friends from across the diocese 

Written by Deacon Peter de Haas (Ravenshoe & Gulf Savannah parishes)

have kindly shared with those in need in the grazing industry, which has 
bought a smile to many faces and put a spring into the step of all who 
received.

In my role as President of the Gulf Cattleman’s Association I would like 
to pass on the gratitude of all those who were the beneficiaries of not 

only the food hampers but also the thoughts 
and wishes that meant so much as well. As you 
are well and truly aware, the situation that the 
grazing industry has been grappling with has 
taken its toll over a prolonged period, and the 
work of you and your church family has eased the 
burden of many, in so many ways. The grazing 
industry looks forward to a continued friendship 
and the support mechanisms that you guys give 
so generously.”

Mary Dixon from Bagstowe Station, in the southern reaches of 
Etheridge Shire wrote: “I would like to thank all your team…for all 
the support they have given to the Shires of Croydon, Etheridge and 
Carpentaria, especially those of us living in the Southwest of Etheridge. 
The last few years have been extremely traumatic placing stress on the 
hardiest of souls.  I have lived at Bagstowe for over 52 years and have 
never seen the country looking so sad.  The vouchers, food parcels, hay, 
cakes and biscuits…have been gratefully accepted.  Thank you once 
again for being there when [we] needed you.”

In recent weeks, since early January, many (but not all) areas within the 
Gulf Savannah Parish have received good rain.  If this continues during 
this wet season, this will enable the current drought declarations to be 
removed, however this remains to be seen at the time this article is 
being written.  

However, as has been noted previously, even if the drought does 
break, there will be a serious ‘financial drought’ for an indefinite 
period for most family held properties, as herds will need to be slowly 
rebuilt, probably organically. The price of buying cattle for restocking 
purposes is now very high (in stark contrast to the low prices at which 

graziers were forced to sell-off their stock due to the 
drought).  Some of those more deeply immersed in 
the cattle business have expressed the view that the 
next two years could well be the hardest yet for many 
of our graziers.

Consequently, the Ravenshoe Community Drought 
Appeal will remain open for an indefinite period.  
Please consider your ability as a parish, school, and 
group or individually, to support this appeal as this 

year unfolds.  In the meantime, the Rural Ministries Team 
attached to the Gulf Savannah Parish (Fr Laurie Timms 
O. Carm, Sr Irene Harrison rsj, Deacon Peter, Angela 
and Alicia de Haas) will continue to provide pastoral and 

spiritual support to these grazing communities and families. Updates 
will be provided on significant developments as they occur.  

In conclusion, it is always a real blessing and privilege to deliver the 
fruits of your generosity and compassion. On behalf of the Rural 
Ministries Team, and others assisting with the coordination of the 
Appeal, thank you very much for the opportunity to perform this 
service on your behalf.  

The three families together with some 

of the donors and supporters of the 

Drought Appeal
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Written by Maree Helm (Year 6 Teacher)

Beginning in 2017, Good Counsel Primary has made an immersive 
dive into the wonderful world of robotics and makerspaces. Four 
sessions are currently offered a week catering for students from 
Year 2- 6. For some, the following information may seem like 
another language, but for our future inventors, constructors and 

engineers, it is their favourite 
part of schooling.

Makerspace Morning includes 
a range of products and 
materials to assist students 
develop their creativity 
thorough design thinking. 
Strawbees, can be connected 
to build feats of engineering 
genius - Make-do construction 
kits help turn cardboard into 
robots, animals, planes and 
cities. Good old Meccano is 

also on offer, but is often superseded by 
the LittleBits circuitry construction kit.

Mini-bots is a chance for the younger students to immerse 
themselves in the basics of robotics. Although some students are 
beginning to make the step into block code. For many it is an 
opportunity to learn about how to guide a robot using an app on 
an iPad. Dash is the most popular robot by far, but Sphero, with 
its ability to ‘jump’ is coming a close second! Osmo is another 
interactive product offered during these sessions. At the moment, 

the most popular is the Tangrams app where students use real 
blocks and place them under a reflective mirror for the iPad to 
check their design.

The Techeads session caters for the older students. A variety of 
robots are on offer including Dash, Spheros, and the most popular 
by far – BB-8. Students use the Tickle app and block code to 
program the robots to run diverse courses. They experiment with 
different lines of code and challenge each other to be ever-more 
creative. Little-Bits are also on offer, where students can build 
increasingly more complex circuits to develop their creative and 
design thinking skills – little did we know how many budding 
inventors we had at GCPS!

Finally, the Entrepreneurs are a team of students who have 
demonstrated an intuitive relationship with Design and 
Technology – they are in the early stages of building our first robot.

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

For appointments:
Ph: 4034 1880  Fax: 4034 2329  E: jeff.taylor.au@gmail.com

www.jefftaylorpsychiatry.com.au

•  Anxiety
•  Depression
•  Mood Disorders
•  PTSD (post traumatic 

 stress disorder)
•  Obsessive Compulsive

 Disorder

•  Specific Phobias
•  Treatment of Military & 

 Veteran related problems
•  Psychological problems 

 associated with physical  
 illness

Jeff Taylor Psychiatry

Dr Jeff Taylor wishes to 
advise that he conducts 
a home based practice in 
General Adult Psychiatry 
with special interest in 
Psychotherapy at 
7 East Parkridge Drive, 
Brinsmead, Cairns

Dr Jeff Taylor
M.B.B.S., D.P.M.,
F.R.A.N.Z.C.P., DipCH 

Dr Jeff Taylor has an interest in treating 
conditions including:

Meg Humey Yr 3 with her 
Make- do- construction

Entrepreneur Robot Construction Team

LAURIE BRINK (OP)

Sr Laurie Brink is a Dominican sister and a renowned scripture 
scholar who lectures at Chicago Theological Union.
She will be here in Cairns as part of her National speaking tour 
and will be presenting at Seville Mercy Conference Centre, 35 
Bauhinia Ave, Earlville.
Topics to be covered during Sr Brink’s presentation are:
• Friends of God and Prophets - 4.00-7.00pm Tuesday 11 July: 

($25 includes a light supper) 
• Becoming Ambassadors of Reconciliation - 9.00am-2.00pm 

Saturday 15 July: ($50 includes Morning Tea and lunch)

For all enquiries and to reserve your place at this valuable 
formation opportunity please contact: 
Terry Power, Manager Formation & Projects 
E: mercyministriesfnq@mcauleyministries.org.au 
P: 0432 766 883
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MERCY PLACE WESTCOURT NEWBIE
January 26, this year, marked the first time I have celebrated 
Australia Day on Aussie soil since 1981.  I have just relocated to 
Cairns from Thailand - via Chicago, via Japan - and am doing my 
best to follow the footprints left by the much loved and just retired 
Jacky Mallon as a pastoral care associate at Mercy Place Westcourt. 

Actually, I’m brand new to FNQ, though my mother’s roots are in 
Townsville and a few of my primary school years were with the 
Mercy Sisters in Railway Estate and West End.  So you’ll forgive 
the dazed look you might see if you happen to meet me as I take 
in much that is new, though I do thrill when I pass by local fauna 
which is familiar from Thailand (along with the humidity!). 

I moved from Australia to Japan, all those years ago, at the 
invitation of my then superiors and, after language school, spent 
some 8 years in pastoral ministry in central and western Japan.  
The winters were unbelievably white (we’re talking ‘metres of snow’ 
here) though my love of things Japanese, the food and the seasons 
is still strong.  I was next sent to Chicago to the Jesuit sponsored 
Institute for Spiritual Leadership where with other Australian 
ministers I was trained in spiritual/pastoral companionship. 

Unexpectedly, I was offered a position on staff as a practicum 
supervisor and spiritual director for subsequent classes of 
participants. The ISL philosophy of companioning another 
through faithful attention to one’s own life journey has remained 
a deeply meaningful model, especially through some of the 
twists and turns that journey was to include. I never did return 
to Japan and after 6 years at ISL, took leave from active ministry 
and worked as an academic advisor for returning adult students at 
DePaul University Chicago.  

However, my love for Asia had never dimmed and so, in 2001, 
I eventually and happily returned, working at Assumption 
University and NIDA Graduate Institute in Bangkok, Thailand.  I 
have spent the past 16 years coaxing Thai undergrads to enunciate 
in English and encouraging doctoral students not to fear the 
illogical surprises of English grammar as they wrote up their 
research in academic English.  

Written by Martin Dean (Pastoral Care Associate)

Martin Dean with Kath Cowen (resident of Mercy Place Westcourt)

Now I’m at Mercy Place Westcourt. Here, I experience being 
companioned and touched by the gentle vulnerability of our 
senior citizens and patient colleagues and can already sense some 
of the surprises and challenges in front of me, in some ways having 
circled back to Christian ministry amongst my own tribe. As T.S. 
Eliot well put it, “arriving where we started and knowing the place 
for the first time.” 

PARISH FUNERAL MINISTRY
Due to the shortage and age of Tableland priests, Lay led Funeral 
Ministry commenced in Atherton 2012 under the auspice of the 
late Rev. John Newman and in accordance with Diocesan policy.   
Lay Funeral Ministers are valued co-workers with the parish 
priests and deacons in dealing with the details of funerals that are 
time consuming for the clergy.

The lay funeral minister begins their important ministry work after 
the bereaved family visits the funeral director, and have decided 
on the date, time and type of funeral. The funeral ministry team 
conduct an interview with the family. During discussions with 
the family, support is offered with choosing appropriate readings 
from Sacred Text and reflecting on what symbols of the deceased 
faith journey they want placed on the coffin.  The funeral minister 

Written by Lesley Webster (Funeral Ministry Team member)

can discuss use of the Pall and its symbolism and the family are 
encouraged to use the Pall in the funeral liturgy.  Hymns and 
organist are arranged, floral arrangements, reserved family pews, 
pallbearers and parking for the family in the Church grounds.

Family are emailed all relevant documents previously discussed so 
a service booklet may be published.  Assistance with the booklet is 
available through the Funeral Ministry team.

The parish also shows its care with parishioners volunteering 
their time to be Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers, Readers, Organists, 
Floral arrangers as well as Lay Funeral Ministers conducting the 
funerals when priests or deacons are not available.

Rajapreuk in Cairns
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THOUGHTS AND ADVICE from 
Graduate St Andrew’s Catholic College
In addressing, the Academic Assembly Dayna said:  I’m exceedingly 
honoured and grateful to have the pleasure of speaking to you today 
as the 2016 DUX recipient of St Andrew’s Catholic College. Firstly, 
I’d like to offer a tremendous congratulations to my fellow 2016 
graduates on their outstanding OP results and VET certificates. 
You’ve all deserved it. 

Dayna then talked about her personal 
experience: Firstly, do the subjects you 
succeed at, that you enjoy and that you’re 
passionate about. Your ranking within the 
class is the key to a successful OP score, not 
the subject’s academic status, and if you enjoy 
what you do, you’ll do it better …

Work hard and do not give up... When you 
can’t get the answer in the back of the maths 
textbook, you seek out the nearest Sindy 
Shen maths whiz and have them on speed 
dial, ready to harass come block week. When 
you’ve left that English assignment to the last 
minute because your procrastinator abilities 
grow to become one of your stronger talents, 
you make sure you put 120% commitment 
into that assignment during those final, 
foreboding hours. Do not give up. 

Keep everything in perspective and everything 
in balance. Socialise. Have fun, because these 
are your final schooling years. These days and 
these memories that you’re making right now, are memories that you 
will look back on and reminisce about - even the little things; the 
handball, the territorial lunchtime tables, the hats and the diaries 
and even Mr Hafer’s priceless dad jokes and magnificent taste in 
shoes. 

Extract of speech written by Dayna Johnston (College Dux Year 12-Class of 2016)

Be modest, be respectful, listen, take advantage of every opportunity, 
in-text reference and most importantly, look around and value and 
appreciate your friends, your family and your teachers because 
tomorrow is not guaranteed. They’re here to help you through this 
journey… 

Dayna   then  gave  her   thanks … I must sincerely 
thank my mum and dad for enduring those 
impulsive temper tantrums and providing 
their interminable love and support. I thank 
every teacher I’ve encountered over my 
thirteen years at this school for expanding 
and fuelling my knowledge of the world. I 
thank Mr MacMaster and Mr Greene for 
their encouragement and inspiration and I 
especially thank my senior teachers Mr Hafer, 
Mrs Cameron, Mr Hurdley, Mrs Webster, Mr 
Tony Almond and Mr Anthony Almond, 
Mrs Duffy, Mr Cutler and Mr Maxim for 
equipping me with the knowledge I needed… 

What does the future look like for Dayna? 
This year I plan to pursue my passion by 
studying a Bachelor of music at the Griffith 
Conservatorium in Brisbane. Do I know 
exactly where my future is headed? Not a clue. 
I just know that hard work and commitment 
will help me get somewhere, and by getting 
somewhere, my conscience will be free from 
regret and remorse for not trying in life.

I wish all new Year Ten, Eleven and Twelve students every success for 
their studies this year and all years to come. So, go ahead and make 
that leap, because you can make it, because you will make it, and 
because you will make it successfully.

Permission is sort from family to have the deceased person’s name 
published in our Sunday bulletin as well as in the parish anniversary 
list. With families consent, their loved ones name can be entered 
into the Book of Eternal Life for Masses every November.  

Fr Greg Moses said, “As things turned out and very much in accord 
with Fr John Newman’s wishes, the Atherton Parish Funeral Ministry 
Team played a pivotal role in the advance planning (especially 
Lesley) and in the organization (especially Louise) of Fr. John’s own 
funeral. It was this team and the efforts of Parish Secretary Rhiana 
Meaney, the Atherton Parish Catholic Ladies, as well as a variety of 
other parishioners and community members, coming into action in 
the days leading up to and on the funeral day itself, which allowed us 
to fittingly farewell Fr. John.  With thanks from the whole parish, Fr. 
John’s family, and the Diocese of Cairns.”

Parishioners have been encouraged to pre-plan their funeral, 
making it easier on their families when they are called to eternal 
rest. This ensures that they have the type of funeral they desire.    
Atherton Parish can be contacted should you wish to make 
enquiries about this ministry service.
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Your Complete Guide to Planning or Arranging a Funeral.

We are here to help you every step of the way
Personal  |  Professional  |  Available 24 hours every day

Signatory to Queensland Funeral Industry 
Code of Conduct

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH TO JOIN 
GLOBAL FOCUS ON YOUNG PEOPLE
In October last year, Pope Francis announced the 
theme of the 15th Ordinary General Assembly of 
the Synod of Bishops: ‘Young People, Faith, and 
Vocational Discernment’.  This synod will take place 
in Rome during October 2018.  

Australia is set to share this focus with the Catholic 
Bishops of Australia inviting us to celebrate a Year 
of Youth from the beginning of Advent 2017 to the 
end of 2018.  Archbishop Denis Hart, President 
of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, 
writes that the Year of Youth is a journey for the 
entire Body of Christ, to “seek to open new horizons 
for spreading joy for the young Church and our 
communities”.

At a local level, the Cairns Diocesan Synod will turn its attention this year to young people.  The diocesan pastoral plan ‘Encountering 
Christ, Sharing Our Joy’ prioritises our call to reach out to young people in new and creative ways.  Parishes and synod delegates will focus 
on this pastoral priority and discern a local response to the aims of the Year of Youth.

The Year of Youth will be launched nationally at the Australian Catholic Youth Festival in Sydney, which is expected to attract 15,000 
young people.  The festival will be held from 7th to 9th December at Sydney Olympic Park and at other key locations in the city.  
Local young people who are interested in accompanying a group from Cairns to attend this festival are encouraged to contact Anne 
Chellingworth at achellingw@cns.catholic.edu.au to find out more.

Written by Anne Chellingworth (Diocesan Youth Ministry Coordinator)
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FIESTA AT St Thomas of Villanova, Mareeba
The celebration for the Feast of Santo Nino de Cebu has been held 
at the 10am Mass on the third Sunday of January in St Thomas’ 
church for the past thirty-one years.

The small committee of Filipino 
parishioners, led by Rose Vallier, begin 
preparation for the fiesta in October/
November of 2016. The theme, costumes 
for the entrance dance, the 9 day Novena 
Prayers and after Mass activities, are 
discussed and arranged. Practice for 
the entrance dance starts many weeks 
prior to the Mass. Since 2012, the 
Filipino community in Mareeba has 
been introducing the different Filipino 
traditions of the celebration. So all in all a 
big commitment.

This year was the 32nd anniversary of 
the Fiesta being celebrated in Mareeba 
and was held on Sunday 15 January. St Thomas’s Church was 
overflowing with people coming from far and wide. The Cairns 
Filipino choir provided the music and singing.

Mass began with a traditional entrance dance showing a glimpse of 
a Filipino festival in Central Philippines, particularly Kalibo in the 
Aklan Province. The festival is called “Ati- Atihan”, meaning, “Make 
believe”. Atis or Aetas were the primary settlers in Panay where the 

Written by Kay Morrow & Rose Vallier

province of Aklan is located. (The festival consists of music, Tribal 
dance, and people with weapons, in indigenous costumes parading 

along the streets.) This 
tribal dance finished 
with the statue of Santo 
Nino being carried 
reverently into the 
Church and placed on 
the altar.

Mass was concelebrated 
by Fr Marcelo Pamintu-
an, (known as Fr Bong) 
a Filipino priest visiting 
from Sydney, and 
parish priest Fr John 
Sullivan OSA and Fr 
Dipi Kattathara OSA, 
The singing and music 
raised the church roof. 

Following Mass, the statue of Santo Nino was carried out of the 
church and processed around the school grounds to the basketball 
courts.

The celebration continued with a beautiful meal including a 
roasted pig or baboy in Tagalog. Dancing and music continued, 
friendships were renewed and fellowship continued into the 
afternoon.

CAIRNS  Level 1, 108 Mulgrave Rd, Cairns
MAREEBA  113 Byrnes St, Mareeba 

ATHERTON  Unit 1/1-3 Mabel St, Atherton

(07) 4040 4444

jvib@jvib.com.au

www.jvib.com.au

Like many things in life, not all insurance policies are created equally. Your JVIB broker will read the fine print for you, compare quotes for 
you and make sure that the policy they recommend is right for you. And should the need for a claim arise, JVIB will be there to guide you.

We’ll save you time and money and give you peace of mind!

Why use Joe Vella Insurance Brokers?
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2017 EASTER MASS TIMES
PARISH HOLY 

THURSDAY GOOD FRIDAY HOLY SATURDAY EASTER 
SUNDAY

CAIRNS: St Monica's Cathedral, 
181 Abbott St

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm

Morning Prayer 9am Bishop’s House 
Chapel (entry via house front door 

or parish office), Stations of the Cross 
11am then Reconciliation; Passion of 

the Lord 3pm then Reconciliation

Morning Prayer 9am 
Bishop’s House Chapel 
(entry via house front 
door or parish office), 

Reconciliation 11.30am-
12.30pm; Easter Vigil & 

Mass 7pm

6.30am, 10am, 5pm

ATHERTON: St Joseph's, 
28 Mabel St

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7.30pm

Stations of the Cross 10.30am then 
Reconciliation; Passion of the Lord 

3pm then Reconciliation

Easter Vigil & Mass 
7.15pm

9am; NO EVENING 
MASS

BABINDA: St Rita's 
15 Church St 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm 8am

BAMAGA: St Stephen's, Lui St

Monday 10th 
April Palm Sunday 

celebration on 
Sunday 6.30pm

Tuesday 11th April 
Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper 6.30pm
CARDWELL: Our Lady Star of 
the Sea, 121 Victoria St Passion of the Lord 3pm 9.30am

CHILLAGOE:  St Nicholas of 
Tolentino and Bl Mother Mary 
of the Cross, 24-28 Queen St

Stations of the Cross 3pm
Liturgy of the Word 
with Communion 

9am

COOKTOWN: St Mary's, 
Furneaux St 

The Lord’s Supper 
Liturgy of the Word 
with Communion 

6pm

Stations of the Cross 3pm Liturgy of the Word with 
Communion 6pm

CROYDON:  St Margaret's, 
Lot 9, Allridge St 12noon

DIMBULAH:  St Anthony’s, 
Raleigh St 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm

Stations of the Cross 9am; Passion of 
the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 8am

EARLVILLE:  Our Lady Help of 
Christians, 18 Balaclava Rd

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper  6pm

Stations of the Cross 10am, 
Reconciliation 10.30-11.30am, Passion 
of the Lord 3pm,  Reconciliation 4-5pm

Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm 8am

EDMONTON (Bentley Park):  
St Therese's, 135 Robert Rd.

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm

Stations of the Cross 11am, Passion of 
the Lord 3pm, Reconciliation 4-5pm Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm 8.30am; NO 

EVENING MASS
EL ARISH: Our Lady of Fatima 10am
FORSAYTH:  St Augustine of 
Canterbury 

Mass Easter Monday 
17th 9am

FRESHWATER:  Sacred Heart, 
Duffy St Stations of the Cross 10am 7am

GEORGETOWN:  St Patrick’s, 
88 High St

Wednesday 12th 
April 5 pm Mass

GORDONVALE:  St Michael's, 
4 Muir St

Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper 7.00pm

Stations of the Cross 9am then 
Reconciliation till 11am, Passion of the 
Lord  3pm then Reconciliation till 5pm

Reconciliation 11am-
12md; Easter Vigil & 

Mass 7pm
8am

GREGORY DOWNS Passion of the Lord (late afternoon)

HAMMOND ISLAND:  St 
Joseph the Worker

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 5.30pm

Stations of the Cross 10am and 
Reconciliation 8am

HERBERTON:  St Patrick's, 
Broadway 

Ecumenical Stations of the Cross at 
MSB 10.30am; Passion of the Lord 

4.30pm
11.15am

HORN ISLAND:  Holy Family, 
Outie St 10am

INNISFAIL:  Mother of Good 
Counsel, 90 Rankin St 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7.30pm

Stations of the Cross 10.30am; 
Reconciliation 11.30am;  Passion of the 

Lord  3pm
Easter Vigil & Mass 8pm 9am

KARUMBA:  St James and St 
John's, 59 Yappar St 8am
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PARISH HOLY 
THURSDAY GOOD FRIDAY HOLY SATURDAY EASTER 

SUNDAY
KURANDA:  St Christopher's, 
20 Barang St Stations of the Cross 3pm 6pm

MALANDA:  St James's, 7 
Monash Ave

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 8.30am

MAREEBA:  St Thomas of 
Villanova,59 Constance St 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm

Stations of the Cross 9am;  Passion of 
the Lord  3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 10am

MERCY PLACE WESTCOURT:  
Trinity Chapel, 257 Gatton St 10am

MILLAA MILLAA:  St Rita of 
Cascia, 21 Coral St Passion of the Lord 10.30am 10.30am

MISSION BEACH:  Holy Spirit, 
cnr Webb & Beadman Rds Passion of the Lord 3pm 7am

MOSSMAN:  St Augustine's, 
24b Grogan St

Monday 10 April 
6pm 2nd Rite of 
Reconciliation; 

Thursday 13th Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper 

6:30pm

Stations of the Cross 10am Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 7am

MOURILYAN:  Christ the King, 
10 Harbour Rd 

No Mass; see Innisfail 
or Mourilyan

MOUNT GARNET:  Holy Rosary Passion of the Lord 3pm 7am

NORMANTON:  Our Lady 
Help of Christians, 26 Dutton St Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm

NORTH CAIRNS: Mother of 
Good Counsel, 394 Sheridan St

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm

Stations of the Cross 12md; Passion of 
the Lord 3pm

Easter Vigil & Mass 
5.30pm

PARRAMATTA PARK:  St 
Joseph's, Cnr Draper & Loeven Sts 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 6.30pm

Passion of the Lord 3pm, 
(Reconciliation see Cathedral times)

Reconciliation: 
(Cathedral 11.30am to 

12.30pm); Easter Vigil & 
Mass 7pm

8.30am

PORT DOUGLAS:  St Mary's, 2 
Endeavour St Passion of the Lord 3pm 9am

RAVENSHOE:  St Teresa of the 
Child Jesus , 21 Moore St 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm

Passion of the Lord 3pm, followed by 
Ecumenical Stations of the Cross Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm

REDLYNCH:  All Saints Chapel, 
St Andrews College, Intake Rd 10am

SILKWOOD:  St John the 
Evangelist, Harold St 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 6pm Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm

SOUTH JOHNSTONE:  St 
Rita's, 5 Green St 7am

STRATFORD:  St Augustine's, 
23 Kamerunga Rd Stations of the Cross 10am 10.30am

THURSDAY ISLAND:  Sacred 
Heart, Douglas St

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper  7pm

Stations of the Cross 10am; Passion of 
the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm

TRINITY PARK:  Holy Cross, 
Reed Rd

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7pm

Ecumenical Stations of the Cross 
11.30am; Passion of the Lord 3pm

Morning Prayer 9am, 
Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 8.30am

TULLY:  St Clare of Montefalco, 
13 Mars St

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper  7pm

Stations of the Cross 10am; Passion of 
the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm

WEIPA:  St Joseph's, 
Boundary Rd 

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 7.30pm

Stations of the Cross 8.30am; Passion 
of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm 8.30am

WEST CAIRNS:  Cnr Mayers & 
Atkinson Sts

Mass of the Lord's 
Supper  7.30pm

Stations of the Cross 11am, Passion of 
the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 8am; NO EVENING 

MASS

YUNGABURRA:  St Patrick's, 
Mulgrave Rd & Penda St Stations of the Cross 11am Easter Vigil & Mass 5pm

Information is also available at (07) 4051 1990 or 
www.cairns.catholic.org.au
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Student leaders during their commissioning ceremony with 
Fr Hilary Flynn

L-R: GCC vice captains Cahil Abraham and Halle Mifsud; Father 
Nathan McKay and Father Hilary Flynn; GCC captains Natasha 
Rupp and Jayden Ghietti. (Photo courtesy of Kris Machin)

GOOD COUNSEL COLLEGE OPENING MASS 
Written by Dr Alison Clifton (GCC Publicity Officer)

ST CLARE’S SCHOOL TULLY 
OPENING MASS
Written by Kathy Kennedy (Assistant Principal Religious 
Education) 
With ‘Welcome, Community and Hospitality’ very much  at the heart 
of St Clare’s School in Tully,  the 2017 Beginning Year Mass was 
celebrated on Friday 3rd February in St Clare’s Church  filled with 
families, friends, staff and students. All were welcomed at the doors 
by students with a greeting of peace, the theme of our Mass.  Peace is 
also a greeting echoed daily in classrooms and throughout the school 
community, reflecting Pope Francis’ 2017 World Day Message of 
Peace. 
Amid the joy-filled singing of the school community, we celebrated 
the blessing of our new principal, Ms Narelle Harney, as well as 
the commissioning of staff and student leaders to their important 
mission to serve and lead the St Clare’s community in the spirit of the 
school motto, “Faith and Knowledge”.
The Mass culminated in a morning tea for families and friends 
generously hosted by St Clare’s Parents and Friends Association.

ST ANDREW’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE 
REDLYNCH
Thank you to all in our community who attended our Opening 
and Commissioning Mass in early February. It was a wonderful 
celebration for the college and an important celebration to mark the 
commencement of our 17th year as a college and to induct our 2017 
college leaders.

MOUNT ST BERNARD COLLEGE OPENING 
MASS  Written by Matt de Jong (Assistant Principal – Mission) 

Monday 6th February students and teaching staff with the Sisters of 
Mercy and some parents and guests gathered in the chapel to join in our 
college’s celebration of the opening of the 2017 academic year.
Fr. Greg Moses our parish priest, assisted by Deacon Alban Hunt,  resided 

over a joyful celebration to 
acknowledge our blessings as 
we commenced the year. Mr 
David Finch our principal 
welcomed us all, and our two 
new college captains Sylvia 
Kalaut and Dale Kepi who 
lead our year 7’s to their seats.

Opening School Masses

In February, Good Counsel College students and staff braved the rain 
to attend Mass at Mother of Good Counsel Church in Innisfail for the 
investiture of the college captains. Innovation met with longstanding 
tradition in a moving celebration of our college spirit.
Central to GCC’s mission is the call to live as “one spirit in Christ” 
and as “free and moral people in a complex world” under the guidance 
of Mother Mary. In keeping with tradition, students sang with gusto 
the school song “One Spirit in Christ” as the entrance hymn to the 
Mass. In another much-cherished tradition, the proud parents of 
the captains and vice captains pinned the badges of office to their 
children’s collars.
This year, GCC has implemented an innovative program to help the 
Year 7s to settle in: Year 10 peer mentors are there to lend a helping 
hand as the “seniors of the juniors” and they, too, received their badges 
at the Opening Mass.
Recently, GCC returned to the Marist fold and so the college was 
pleased to welcome as guests several Marist Brothers and the captains 
of St Augustine’s College, Cairns. Again, the longstanding mixed with 
the new: although the Marist affiliation of our college is very recent, 
the Marist tradition celebrates its 200-year jubilee this year.
Brother Neville Solomon reminded the GCC community that St 
Marcellin Champagnat began educating the poor in a small, one-
room school in France 200 years ago. This year, the #MillionMarists 
campaign reached over 2.3 million Marists: including students, staff, 
and alumni of Marist schools and colleges the world over.
GCC students will join in the Marist celebrations in what promises 
to be a fantastic year.

Each class of year 7’s had decorated a banner while on their camp the 
previous week. Their homeroom teachers placed these on the altar, with 
backing music from the choir led by Nicola Edwards who sang beautifully.
This was also an opportunity to bless and commission our new student 
leaders, Sylvia and Dale as college captains, Daniel Mairu and Deborah 
Gulurrwuy as boarding prefects, Jack Trezise and Toby Williams as 
sports prefects, Wallace Jensen and Elaine Lowatta as faith and college 
life prefects and Sarah Douglas as culture and community prefect.
All were blessed by Fr. Greg and recited their leadership pledges to the 
college community. Eight new staff were blessed and commissioned as 
well. Following the Mass, morning tea was served to guests and parents 
who attended.

Bailey Wilson and Gia Vitale
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RITUAL AND CELEBRATION MARK THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE ST MONICA’S SCHOOL 
YEAR
Written by Monica McDonald (Communications Officer)
St Monica’s College community came together in celebration of two very special 
occasions; the 3rd of February saw our first College Assembly and on the 10th of 
February, our College’s Opening Mass. Both events welcomed new students and 
staff, while acknowledging the achievements of past students and marking the 
commencement of the school year. 
At our first College Assembly, students of the 2016 graduating class were recognised 
for their outstanding results. Reflecting our college values, this presentation has 
been a tradition for many years at St Monica’s. These young graduates certainly 
inspire other students to commit to their studies, displaying self- belief and 
determination.
The St Monica’s Opening Mass is a celebration, marking the commencement of the 
new school year. A procession of eager Year 7 students, as well as new students and staff to the college, began our Mass and were warmly welcomed 
into the SMC community. This ritual is also an important milestone in the lives of our Year 12 students, as they assume the role of leaders of the 
college. 
Symbolic of the commitment the seniors of 2017 make to each other and to the college community, the ‘College Candle’ is passed on from one 
graduating class to the next and is lit at the start of each year. This ritual serves as a symbol of Christ’s presence on their journey. Our 2017 Year 12 
captains and year level representatives were blessed and commissioned, giving their pledge of commitment for the New Year. 
Our celebrant, Father Martin Kenny (pictured) also blessed staff and families. St Monica’s staff members pledged to reveal the Christian message in 
word and in deed and commit themselves to their ministry. Parents and family members were also invited to accept their roles as guardians and to 
pray for continued strength and wisdom.
The Opening Mass of 2017 serves as a reminder to all to walk in the path of justice, truly living lives in a way that honours our school’s strong Mercy 
tradition. It is a time to reflect on our goals for the future, and to strive to be agents of mercy as we endeavour to live good lives. 
In the spirit of the new school year, Ms Galvin, the Principal of St Monica’s College, concluded the Mass with an inspirational message of starting 
anew. She encouraged us to take opportunities as they come and live this year with Christian values, so that we may all look back on 2017 without 
regret. As we mark the start of our school year with ritual and celebration, we wish all in our community rewarding learning and wonderful 
friendships. 

Opening School Masses Opening School Masses

www.pkbookkeeping.com

Phil : 0418 182 252
Osborne Construction Solutions
PO Box 464 Bungalow Qld 4870 

www.osborneconstructions.com
Email: phil@osborneconstructions.com

ABN: 58 151 699 704 QBCC Licence: 1209195
CALL US: 1800 819 156  
VISIT: harvestjourneys.com 

journeys
sacred

ASK FOR FULL ITINERARY  |  TOUR CODE: 7FJ09

FULL AIR & 
LAND

$4990
FROM

FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS

DEPARTS 9 OCTOBER WITH FR GEOFFREY PLANT 

You are invited to walk in Jesus' footsteps and experience 
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L-R Back row: Jorja O’Hara, Caitlin Foley Sophie Ogg, Mikayla 
James, L-R: Hayley Porch-Angus Kelsey Fantin (both seated)

‘NEVER SEE A NEED WITHOUT DOING 
SOMETHING ABOUT IT’ (St Mary MacKillop)

Happenings Across the Diocese

Written by Sophie Ogg, Kelsey Fantin, Hayley Porch-Angus, Caitlin 
Foley, Jorja O’Hara and Mikayla James
During November at St Francis Xavier’s School, six students from 
Year 5 took part in a Christmas fundraising initiative. The girl’s 
names are Sophie Ogg, Kelsey Fantin, Hayley Porch-Angus, Caitlin 
Foley, Jorja O’Hara and Mikayla James.
Together they made handmade Christmas cards, Christmas tags and 
Christmas cookies. They set up a stall at the school and sold these 
along with candy canes, Do It Yourself Cards and Christmas tree tags. 
All together this group of girls raised $175.10. These young women 
spoke with a representative from St. Vincent de Paul who informed 
them of a need for new toys to give to families for Christmas. They 
then went shopping and used this money to buy brand new toys 
which they then donated to St. Vincent de Paul to give to children 
who are less fortunate.
St. Francis Xavier’s school is very proud of the support that the 
community put behind this drive, and extremely proud of the 
initiative shown by their students. Many students at the school have 
been proactive in making a difference in the community raising 
much-needed funds for organisations such as the RSPCA, Caritas 
and St. Vincent de Paul.

BRINGING YOUR PARISH FROM 
MAINTENANCE TO MISSION
Written by Barry Hoare (St Francis Xavier’s parishioner)

Fr. James Mallon is the Pastor of St. Benedict 
Parish in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. In his 
book Divine Renovation, he shares with us 
through humorous and colourful stories the 
many ways for bringing our parishes to life. 
His challenge to us is to rethink our models 
of parish life and offers us practical ways for 
injecting a new vibrant spirit into our parishes.
He has been a fervent supporter of the Alpha 
Course since 2001, has brought it into his own 
parishes and testifies that it works. “The hungry 
were fed, the lukewarm were brought to life, and 

non-churchers and even non-believers were coming to faith in Jesus and 
returning to Church. People were eager to begin serving in Ministry, 
they were hungry for more, the Mass was coming to life for them and 
the collection was going up.”
For more information on the book or the ALPHA course contact 
Barry or Elizabeth Hoare 40342016.

Estelle Kingsley long standing Bishop’s House housekeeper and 
Cathedral parishioner turned 80 on the 7th of January. 
Fr Andrew Dembicki offered the Vigil Mass for Estelle and after Mass 
she was presented with flowers and the congregation joined in to sing 
Happy Birthday.
Fellow parishioners: Carmel Doolan, Maria Brdock, and George 
Gregory join Estelle.

80 YEARS YOUNG

Written by Sabine Conolly and Claudia Roeser (Year 12 St Stephen’s 
Catholic College)
Last November, a group of year 10 and 11 students went to the Seville 
Mercy Conference Centre in Cairns to partake in the Muddy Soles 
Youth Festival for 2016. 
The event comprised  an overnight stay, guest speakers, Mass and 
several different practical and empowering sessions over the two 
days. Some of these sessions included making mats for the homeless 
out of plastic bags, praise and worship, and visiting the Social Justice 
room.
As one of the primary focuses of the festival, the Social Justice 
Room was available to us over the weekend.  We wrote letters to the 
Himalayan children, donated to and learnt about St Vincent De Paul 
and Rosies, and helped create Christmas hampers.  In addition, we 
discovered more about what we can do, as young adults and leaders, 
to help others in need. 
The live house band was remarkable, performing numerous 
inspirational songs and the festival immediately adopted a welcoming 
and faithfully ardent atmosphere. Our ways of worship during the 
festival, for some, at last, founded our perpetual beliefs. Through 
song and personal prayer, Jesus was truly alive within us.
The Catholic Youth Festival had an absolutely positive turnout, with 
many of us walking away inspired to make a change in the world. 
Through these two days of embracing our faith, we learnt that by 
making small changes, we can make big differences; this isn’t the 
perspective that everyone takes. Overall, a fantastic weekend during 
which we were able to learn and grow as young leaders in our 
communities.

MUDDY SOLES YOUTH FESTIVAL 2016

L –R Taylah Phelan (St Stephen’s), Sarah Mirarchi (St Stephen’s), 
Anne Chellingworth(Youth Ministry Co-Ordinator) Amelia Aitken 
(St Stephen’s), Josie Blackburn & Liam Shuttleworth (St Mary’s)
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Happenings Across the Diocese
PASTORAL CARE COMMUNITY COME 
TOGETHER

Diocesan Pastoral Support Services staff and Mercy Health staff and 
their volunteers attended the annual Recommitment Ceremony 
at Seville Mercy Conference Centre on Tuesday 21st of February. 
Facilitated by Christine Richie (Siloam Atherton) this annual 
ministry collaboration provides an opportunity for collegial and 
supportive relationships. In commissioning these pastoral care 
workers recognition is given to the value of pastoral care within many 
diverse ministry settings in the diocese.

POŻEGNANIE (FAREWELL) FR ANDREW JOACHIM DEMBICKI OSPPE
Written by Editioral Staff
Fr Andrew leaves the diocese for Rome on the 30th of April. Arriving in the diocese in November 2013 at 
the invitation of Bishop Foley, Fr Andrew worked towards establishing the Shine of the Divine Mercy and 
Immaculate Heart of Mercy in Mareeba on the Western Deanery.
The Shine continues to provide spiritual nourishment located now within St Francis Xavier’s parish. Our 
thanks must go to Fr Andrew for commitment to the spiritual life of the community of the faithful in this 
diocese over his time here.
We wish Fr Andrew well with his return to Rome and offer prayerful encouragement for his continued 
ministry work.

WE SAY GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK
A farewell morning tea was held on Thursday 23rd of February for 
Personnel Services staff member Amy Allen [3rd from the left]. Chief 
Executive Officer Kevin Malone and Personnel Services Manager 
Sarina Messina thanked Amy for her commitment to her role in the 
diocese and wished her good luck in her future endeavours.

CENTACARE CAIRNS, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, NAMED ONE OF QUEENSLAND’S 
MOST INFLUENTIAL WOMEN IN 
COMMUNITY SERVICE
(This article first appeared in 
the Catholic Leader (Brisbane 
Archdiocese) Sunday 12th 
March)

Anita Veivers has put Cairns 
on the map after being 
named one of Queensland’s 
most influential women in 
the field. Anita is one of five 
Queensland women leading 
the community services 
industry who will be profiled 
in a blog with the Community 
Services Industry Alliance. She 
is one of two people working 
in regional Queensland to be 
profiled.
Ms Veivers said she was excited to be part of the blog project, which 
launched on International Women’s Day (March 8), and have a 
regional leader represented. “It’s nice to see the regions represented as 
we do have some great organisations making a difference to those in the 
margins of our communities,” Ms Veivers said.
Originally, from the United Kingdom, she made her Australian 
community services career debut after meeting her husband, a 
Cairns native, in her home country. The pair moved their life to 
Cairns where Ms Veivers landed a career-changing role with ARC 
Disability Services, staying with the company for 23 years. When 
she left the company last year, she was ARC’s chief executive officer 
and increased the company’s annual income from $500,000 to $10 
million.
Ms Veivers said organisations that focused on disability services 
faced the challenge of trying to change community perceptions. 
“People with disabilities are just people in the community, a lot like 
you or I,” she said. After more than two decades working purely in 
disability services, Ms Veivers took up her new role with Centacare 
in May 2016.
She encouraged young women looking at starting a career in 
community services to talk with leaders in the field and surround 
themselves with good mentors. “I’ve been very lucky to have good 
mentors around me, and I am very open for others to use me to bounce 
off their own ideas,” she said. “It’s just about talking to people, because 
the community services sector is so wide and broad that there are 
endless opportunities.”
Ms Veivers said while women were the predominant workers on 
a grassroots level, men tended to dominate the leadership roles in 
the industry. “This is why we need to be encouraging leadership as an 
opportunity for women in the sector,” she said.
The former Catholic pupil said she had “great respect” for the 
Catholic Church and the role faith-based organisations played in the 
community.
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ST FRANCIS XAVIER PARISHIONERS 
ACTIVE IN WORKS & MINISTRY

Since the last edition of the Cairns Diocesan News, the parishioners 
of St Francis Xavier’s have been very active in all kinds of works 
and ministries. They certainly live by the motto that the Church is 
a workshop and not a dormitory!  

Many of the efforts centred on the Christmas season, with the 
vision that many families would still be able to celebrate despite 
their prevailing unfortunate circumstances.  Families in the 
Western Deanery Gulf Savannah region of our diocese are 
confronted with isolation, and the drought of recent years has been 
crippling. To help support them at this time, our parish prepared 
twenty hampers of food, drinks and many miscellaneous items, 
along with cash donations so that other goods and fuel could be 
purchased locally.

 Deacon Peter de Haas and Sister Irene Harrison rsj distributed 
these during their December visits. Closer to home, the students 
at St Francis Xavier’s Primary School responded magnificently 
to a request for items to help make Christmas merrier for Cairns 
families doing it tough and they collected and donated a sizable 
contribution of items for the St Vincent de Paul Society to 
distribute. 

Fundraising has continued for our wonderful Xavier Centre and 
the ministries it continues to serve. The annual Parish Cent Sale 

Written by Peter Buckley (Parishioner)

in October was a huge success, thanks to the untiring efforts of 
so many. This event, along with so many other parish activities, 
has proved to be a real community builder. Special thanks are due 
to our Tongan and Samoan parishioners and their friends who 
cheerfully went above and beyond in their efforts to ensure the 
success of the Cent Sale.

Our parishioners residing at Bupa Aged Care Cairns celebrate 
monthly Mass with us in their chapel, and gather for a Communion 
Liturgy fortnightly. Prior to Christmas, all residents there were 
invited to a Christmas Carols morning led by Josette O’Donnell 
(Diocesan Pastoral Support Services) and her daughter Carly. Real 
angels singing! The singing and the musical accompaniment was 
thoroughly enjoyed and spoken about for weeks after.

Mass and Anointing of the Sick takes place at 10:00am on various 
Saturdays during the year, the next one being on June 17 to which 
all are welcome. 
  
Prior to Easter 2017, the Lenten program “Up from the Waters” is 
being held at the Xavier Centre and in parishioners homes.

Last but not least, our church building has now been enhanced with 
new screens and projectors and very welcome air conditioning.

Narelle, Rebekah, Grace, Ruby and Lee preparing 
hampers for the Gulf Savannah

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION AFFE CTS CHILDREN’S FAITH AND LIFE

The State School Religious Instruction (SSRI) Apostolate is a ministry of the Church that provides opportunities 
for Catholic students in state schools to know and understand more about the faith tradition that they have been 
baptised into. Through the energy and dedication of many faith-filled instructors, this program offers parents of 
Catholic students the support they need in helping the next generation engage with their faith.

“Both my daughters were attending the Trinity Beach State School last year and participated in the religion lessons, 
I loved the fact that they both came home each Monday discussing what they had learnt in class. I felt it helped 

Written by Bryan Grech (Education Officer – Identity and Mission)

L-R Cent Sale organiser Julie, with Marietta, Lalania, Teresa, Halia
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CENTACARE SCHOOL SAVVY A 
SUCCESS
School savvy was a “pop up” concept store by Centacare Cairns 
which aimed to facilitate access to school uniforms and school 
supplies for children in families struggling financially. Centacare 
collaborated with St. Vincent De Paul to collect recycled 
uniforms, and with support from the diocese and many local 
businesses, new and recycled stationery and school supplies 
were also collected. 

In a shopfront on Aplin Street, leased on a short-term basis with 
support from Cairns City Council, fitted out with borrowed 
shop fittings and staffed by a wonderful team of volunteers and 
Centacare staff, we tentatively opened the doors just after New 
Year, not really knowing what to expect. 

The response was amazing. We had overwhelming support 
from the community sector, media, families, local businesses 
and were able to support more than 500 families with 
uniforms and school supplies to prepare their children for 
going back to school.

Some quotes from families illustrate the impact:

“Thank you, as we are struggling financially this has 
helped us very much”

“I’ve resigned from my work last year due to my son 
being diagnosed with ASD, which has caused financial 
hardship. It would be great to continue these services for 
struggling families”

“This program is so, so helpful, with my daughter 
starting high school I was looking at only being able to 
afford one second hand shirt from Facebook. Now she 
has 4! Thank you so much”

“needs to be a permanent thing. Best idea in ages!”

Given such a great response and obvious positive impact, we aim to make School Savvy a regular event each 
year helping families doing it tough to get their kids back to school, equipped to learn and succeed. Our 
thanks go out to everyone who helped us make this a success for our community.

Written by Anita Veivers (Executive Director, Centacare Cairns)

Report Card January 2017 
Subject Comments 

Grade 

Donations Outstanding support from business, community mem-
bers, families, schools and kids of both new and pre 
loved school supplies. Estimated value $25,000 + 

A+ Volunteers An incredible team of 8 volunteers worked in the shop 
sorting, organising, serving, advising and collating sup-
plies. A+ Families We had more than 579 families use the shop to support 

them get their kids back to school A+ 
Community Support from the community meant the message about 

School Savvy got out to the people who needed it and 
that we had sufficient supplies to mostly meet demand. 

A+ Kids We estimate that school Savvyy assisted in getting more 
than 1000  kids back to school and ready to learn 

A+ 

Effort Outstanding—thankyou to everyone who made this possible! AA+ 
  
  

An initiative by Centacare Cairns 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION AFFE CTS CHILDREN’S FAITH AND LIFE
Written by Bryan Grech (Education Officer – Identity and Mission) reinforce the values that we as parents were trying to teach them at home. My eldest daughter was made aware of when the local parish 

Holy Cross was commencing their Reconciliation and later their Confirmation and Eucharist, which she successfully completed in June 
2016. I think it’s invaluable for parents and students for this program to be available within the state school system.”

Parent Testimonial

The SSRI Apostolate welcomes expressions of interest from anyone who is interested in supporting the faith formation of Catholic 
students in state schools either by teaching a half hour lesson per week or by providing transport and childminding services for 
some of our volunteer religious instructors. If you are interested in participating in the SSRI Apostolate, please express your interest 
with your local parish or call 40509712.
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GOOD COUNSEL PLAYGROUP 2017
Written by Liam Kenny (Principal)

Over the Christmas break Good Counsel Primary 
transformed part of their Good Samaritan Hall into a room 
for Playgroup to commence at the start of the school year.

Playgroup is an informal and relaxed weekly gathering for 
parents/ carers of toddlers and babies.  Our Playgroup has 
been established to give families the opportunity to connect 
with other families in the local area, to share parenting 
knowledge, seek advice and gain valuable support.  
Additionally we wish to introduce a pre-literacy focus with 
activities to encourage reading to children at an early age.

The benefits for Good Counsel School are that setting it up 
on our grounds, makes it easier for current school families 
to drop older siblings off to school, to stay for morning 
assembly, then take younger children to playgroup.  We 
would also expect that the exposure to our school would 
secure future enrolments, especially when connections and 
friendships are developed between the families who attend 
playgroup.

Our Playgroup is a real investment into the future of Good Counsel. Two part-time teachers are our volunteer coordinators in 2017- Mrs 
Amy McElhinney and Mrs Rosanne Mifsud who both work at school and have younger siblings of playgroup age.

The doors opened on Friday February 3 with 24 children and their families participating in a range of activities.  

Opening hours;- each Friday 9am – 11am. More information on the Playgroup Facebook page-Good Counsel Playgroup.
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HOSPITALITY AND WELCOME, 
HALLMARKS OF North Cairns Parish
Written by Margaret Leonard (Parishioner)

The North Cairns Parish Breakfast Club 
has been meeting on the first Sunday of 
every month for over ten years.  On the 
first Sunday of the month, we used to 
have a cuppa after the Sunday morning 
8.30a.m. Mass at Good Counsel Church.  
In late 2006, this Mass was cancelled 
and this hospitality practice could have 
come to a sad end. 

Creatively our late and much loved 
friend Val Brosnan suggested that we 
meet for breakfast on the same date. 
The tradition began, the Breakfast Club 
came into existence, and friendships 
flourished.

We began meeting at the Botanical 
Gardens and then moved to Tosca’s in 
Cairns Central.  The numbers vary, but 
usually up to twelve people, sometimes 
more.  We have a jolly time and we are 
usually still there when the lunch crowd 
arrives.

Top left Fran O’Shea, Betty Langtree, Margaret Leonard, Joyce Ault, Tom Lennon, Carmel Zappala,; 
Bottom right Ian Harris, Bill Leonard, Trish Bergman, Declin O’Shea, Bernie O’Shea, Kate Bethel. 
(photo taken by John Zappala)
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NATIONAL YOUTH SCIENCE FORUM 
EVENT 2017 Written by Aaron Bryce (Year 12 Student St Stephen’s Catholic College)

The National Youth Science Forum is a twelve-day event hosted at the Australian National 
University for year eleven students with a passion for STEM (science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics). Applications opened in March 2016 and after a harrowing application process, 
I received confirmation in mid-July that I had been accepted into Session A of NYSF 2017. 
Session A went from the 2nd to the 14th of January, so even after receiving the news there 
was a long wait ahead.

Once January arrived, I had to spend a whole day travelling from Cairns to Canberra, 
arriving in the evening very tired, to a crowd of people from all over Australia (as well as 
some international students from New Zealand and Germany). Even after a long day, the 
atmosphere when I arrived was invigorating, as we were all thrown into a crowd of brilliant 
young minds.

We were broken up into groups based on areas we were interested in and we would spend 
most of our time on session with them. Little did we know it, but these were the people 
that in a mere two weeks would become as close as family to us. In these groups, we moved 
around the campus at ANU (Australian National University), as well as, the city of Canberra, 
visiting labs to do with our interests and attending lectures on all varieties of science.

Being in the computer group, I was able to speak with people who do work related to technology 
such as robots and human interface design. We also visited the National Computational 
Infrastructure and spoke with a representative from CERN via videoconference. All in all, it 
was a wonderful experience, and two of the best weeks of my life so far.

To anyone in year 11 this year with an interest in the STEM fields, please apply for this event. 
I can only hope I am doing a good enough job promoting it; but honestly, you are short 
changing yourself if you don’t at least try to take this opportunity.
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“Rosies” Friends on the Street 
Written by Lyall Forde 
 

 
Rosies was founded by an Oblates of the Mary Immaculate priest (OMI) in the beachside 
suburb of Melbourne called Rosebud, hence the name Rosies. Throughout Queensland, 
we operate in many suburbs and towns, including Brisbane, Gold Coast, Cairns and 
Mareeba. 

Our work is to be friends with those forced to live on the street, the homeless and poor.   
Here in Cairns we take hot meals and drinks out to them four nights a week. We have 160 
volunteers who do one night per month in 16 Teams. The volunteers come from all walks 
of life and this contributes to the Rosies family. 

We also have nine high schools that participate as part of our School Enrichment 
Program, these being Cairns State High School, St. Andrew’s Catholic College, Redlynch 
State College, St Monica’s College, Peace Lutheran College, TAS, St Augustine’s 
College AFL Cape York Academy, and St Mary’s Catholic College.  These outreach 
schools are involved once per month and consist of four Grade 12 Students plus a teacher 
and parents. 

Along with our face-to-face outreach volunteers, we have a small army of “back room” 
supporters who cook hot meals for the volunteers to distribute. We also have a large 
group who make up sandwiches to cover the four nights.  

It is also worth pointing out that for the last few years the Cairns Muslim Community has 
cooked 90 hot meals per month. Then in the wider community, we have many parish and 
community members who collect food for us and fundraise to assist with our financial 
commitments. 

Written by Lyall Forde

Rosies was founded by an Oblates of the Mary Immaculate priest 
(OMI) in the beachside suburb of Melbourne called Rosebud, 
hence the name Rosies. Throughout Queensland, we operate in 
many suburbs and towns, including Brisbane, Gold Coast, Cairns 
and Mareeba.

Our work is to be friends with those forced to live on the street, the 
homeless and poor.   Here in Cairns we take hot meals and drinks 
out to them four nights a week. We have 160 volunteers who do 
one night per month in 16 Teams. The volunteers come from all 
walks of life and this contributes to the Rosies family.

We also have nine high schools that participate as part of our School 
Enrichment Program, these being Cairns State High School, St. 
Andrew’s Catholic College, Redlynch State College, St Monica’s 
College, Peace Lutheran College, TAS, St Augustine’s College 
AFL Cape York Academy, and St Mary’s Catholic College.  These 
outreach schools are involved 
once per month and consist of 
four Grade 12 Students plus a 
teacher and parents.

Along with our face-to-face 
outreach volunteers, we have 
a small army of “back room” 
supporters who cook hot meals 
for the volunteers to distribute. 
We also have a large group who 
make up sandwiches to cover 
the four nights. 

It is also worth pointing out that 
for the last few years the Cairns 
Muslim Community has cooked 
90 hot meals per month. Then 

“ROSIES” FRIENDS ON THE STREET

in the wider community, we have many parish and community 
members who collect food for us and fundraise to assist with our 
financial commitments.

All our volunteers are required to have a Blue Card and undertake 
the in-service (Initial Training Course) which is an introduction to 
our Rosies work in Cairns.  Rosies headquarters are on the ground 
floor of Centacare and we are grateful to the Diocese of Cairns for 
making this available. 

For many years, we operated out of Munro Martin Park but due 
to the upgrading of this area, we then spent a brief period in the 
Library Car Park and now are on City Council land in Draper St 
opposite Harvey Norman.

Anyone wishing to help or wanting more information please call 
Lyall on 0437 719 138.

L-R Mitch Fitzpatrick, Rick Hauraki, Theresa Redgwell, Christine Alifraco, Three first year dental students, 
Bri Blackmore, Bill Matthews, Lyall Forde

Frequently Asked Questions:

What time is Mass?

Where is the nearest Church to where I live?

How do I contact a celebrant for a Baptism, Wedding 
or Funeral?

I am a visitor to Cairns, what is the story behind the 
Cathedral Windows?

You will find the answer to these and many more of 
your queries at: www.cairns.catholic.org.au
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INDIGENOUS CONNECTIONS 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH CAIRNS 
BASED COLLEGE Written by Deacon Ralph Madigan (Indigenous Connections)

Deacon Ralph Madigan and Fr Robert Greenup at the left rear with 
students from the Holy Spirit class

Wontulp-Bi-Buya College is an Indigenous Theological College 
operating in Cairns. It is run as a partnership between the 
Anglican, Catholic, Lutheran and Uniting Churches. The principal 
of the college is Rev Victor Joseph who is an Anglican priest from 
the Torres Strait. The course coordinator is Rev Dr Robert Brennan 
who is a Uniting Church minister.

Over recent times Fr Robert Greenup OSA and Deacon Ralph 
Madigan, who work in Indigenous Connections in the Diocese of 
Cairns, have become involved with the college. This involvement 
has included revising some of the college workbooks and teaching 
a number of the courses.

So far they have taken courses on the Sacraments, the Trinity, 
the Gospel of Mark and most recently the Holy Spirit. All of the 
courses attempt to engage the cultural experience of the students 
and to place the theology within an Indigenous context.

The students who attend Wontulp-Bi-Buya College come from all 
over Australia and from various Christian traditions. The training 
they receive at the college equips them to take on pastoral and 
leadership roles within their local churches. In most courses, 
Catholics seem to be under represented, but in the recent course 
on the Holy Spirit, there were seven Catholic students from the 
Diocese of Lismore. It is hoped that in the future there might be 
more Indigenous Catholics who will take the opportunity to study 
at the college.
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Written by Deacon Ralph Madigan (Indigenous Connections)
The beginning of 2017 at Mount St Bernard College began with an 
orientation program (including a camp) for its 70 new boarding 
students.  New students (and a parent escort) travelled great 
distances from all throughout the Northern Territory, the Torres 
Straights and the Cape York region to attend a two- day program 
onsite at the college in late January. 

For parents, many of whom were “first-timers”, this was a great 
opportunity to meet teachers and boarding staff and familiarise 
themselves with the school community in which their children 
would be living.  MSB staff also assisted parents with gaining 
access to the school portal and engaging with our Facebook page.  
The school portal provides useful tools available to assist parents 
in tracking their students’ academic progress and school extra-
curricular activities in which they engage. During the onsite 

ORIENTATION CAMP FOR MOUNT ST 
BERNARD BOARDERS
Written by Mrs Tina Schefe (Head Of Residential – Girls)

program, ABSTUDY provided an information session, as did the 
Commonwealth Bank and our onsite transition support team.  The 
transition support team is instrumental in giving both students 
and parents the necessary guidance in the process of relocating to 
boarding school.

While parents were otherwise occupied, the students experienced 
the important business of getting to know each other and making 
new friends. The 3-day orientation camp at Camp Apex on 
Tinaroo Dam provided the perfect venue for students to engage in 
a variety of interactive activities, which encouraged team building, 
communication and exploring cultural similarities and differences.  
During the camp, key boarding staff, spent time yarning and 
bonding with new students, outlining expectations, joining in with 
activities and having a suitable amount of pre-year fun.
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Some insights by Fr Karel Duivenvoorden

When I was asked to put a few thoughts together about life at the 
Cistercian Abbey at Tarrawarra, in the Yarra Valley outside Melbourne, 
I remember with fondness the words shared with me by many friends 
while working in the diocese (2009-2016): ‘Steady! Steady!’ 

In little less than a year at the monastery, and together with another 
colleague, I have been donned with the all-white Novice’s habit of a 
Cistercian monk (see the picture), and try to apply the ‘Steady! Steady!’ 
advice in the daily routines and unexpected surprises of a monastic 
life.  

While some would think that life in a monastery is ‘all beer and skittles’, 
away from the cares and distractions of an increasingly restless world, 
it is in fact a place where contemplative practice must embrace the 
whole world. This life-long practice is critical in enabling men and 
women to look at the wider world with ever-opening eyes and heart. 
This is why St Benedict calls a monastery a ‘school’; a place where 
people can learn beyond the essentials, into the wonder of life and of 
love – best found in the abiding experience of God.

Daily life here (beginning with prayer at 4.00 am) consists essentially 
of what Benedict calls the work of God – communal prayer seven 
times in the church, as well as deep spiritual reading, reflection and 
meditation. In addition, there are the daily chores of life together – 
cooking, cleaning, gardening, and whatever it takes to maintain a 
self-sufficient lifestyle. We are a small community of sixteen, and each 
take a role that best fits the need and our abilities. We have a good 
herd of cattle on a working farm, sell breads used for Eucharist in 
parishes across the country, run a Guesthouse for short-term visitors, 
and generally try to maintain a simple yet peaceful quality of life: 
sometimes with a beer, not often with skittles. 

We try to maintain all this in a living atmosphere of silence – not just 
the absence of noise, but the spirit of loving attention: attending to 
the privileged places we meet God in each person and moment of the 

A SCHOOL FOR BEGINNERS
day. Moreover, while each day reveals its own blessings and sufferings, 
rest assured that if Benedict had come from Far North Queensland, 
he may well have added further advice to his little Rule for beginners: 
‘Steady! Steady!’

The 4 Queenslanders at Tarrawarra (L to R) Steele Hartman (current Abbot and 
from Cairns), David Tomlins (former  Abbot and from Ayr), yours truly (in my 
Sunday best), Brian Keogh (former Abbot of Kopua NZ and from Mackay).
 

at Centacare Marlin Coast Social and Wellbeing Group 

This invitation is to all Senior’s members of  

our community.  

Come to make new friends, enjoy a laugh and  

a game, and even participate in an Easter Egg hunt!!!  

Learn more about Commonwealth Home Support  

Program and My Aged Care.  

You are welcome to bring your carer along.  

Where: 39 Oak Street, Holloways Beach, Cairns 
When: Tuesday, 11th of April, 2017 
Time: 9.30 am to 12.00 noon 

RSVP : We need numbers by  

            Tuesday 28th March 2017 

                Call  40 550 890   
               Gudelia Or Donna 
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CYCLE THROUGH CAMBODIA AND 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE ON THE RIDE 
TO REACH OUT
Imagine taking in the exquisite scenery of Cambodia while cycling 
along the dusty roads of the Mekong Delta. 

What if, while doing it, you could also help to improve a child’s life 
through education?  

Catholic Mission is offering supporters the chance to do just 
that with the launch of the Ride to Reach Out, a new initiative 
developed in partnership with Inspired Adventures. The challenge, 
which will take place in November this year, allows participants to 
embark on a journey from Siem Reap to the capital Phnom Penh.

Throughout the adventure, riders will have the chance to visit 
education projects for children, supported by Catholic Mission 
and the contributions of participants on the Ride to Reach Out. 
Other highlights include exploring the historic Angkor Wat, 
cruising the calm waters of Tonle Sap Lake and venturing into 
Cambodia’s iconic jungle temples. 

Catholic Mission National 
Director Father Brian 
Lucas says the Ride to 
Reach Out promises 
to be an unforgettable 
experience. ‘The Ride 
to Reach Out offers 
participants a unique 
opportunity to challenge 
themselves physically, while 
raising money for our vital work,’ he said. ‘I am very passionate 
about our work in Cambodia and I am excited for participants to 
learn more about our life-changing projects and to meet some of the 
people to whom we reach out.’

Anyone interested in participating in the Ride to Reach Out can 
receive a free information pack, with ideas for how to raise funds 
for your trip. Places are limited, and you can secure yours by 
registering today. 

The 12-day Ride to Reach Out will take place from 
15-26 November 2017. 

To find out more, please visit
www.catholicmission.org.au/inspiredadventures.
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We remember those who have 
died from our parishes

2016
Mary Fraser  27th August Innisfail
Michele Pennisi  15th September Tully
Clyde Cook  21st September Atherton
Maria De Biasio  24th September Dimbulah
Tracey Eaton  24th September Mareeba
Mavis Azzopardi  28th September Innisfail
Lilian Toomey  28th September Atherton
James Marsterson  5th October Mareeba
Teresa Musumeci  10th October Mareeba
Peter Cahill  10th October Atherton
Dorothy Hunt  16th October Innisfail
Louis (Lou) Tuttle  18th October Cathedral
Nunzio Petralia  20th October Mareeba
Herbert See Poy  21st October Cathedral
Colin Brown  21st October Mareeba
Elma Volpi  21st October Gordonvale
Leonard Hodgson  26th October Tully
Antonio Alterio  26th October Mareeba
Giuseppe Di Pasquale  28th October Mareeba
Ellen Moule  28th October Innisfail
Lawrence Hitchings  30th October Innisfail
Peter Annable  5th November Atherton
Dorina Coianiz  9th November Innisfail
Stephen Rains  10th November Atherton
Elsa De Zen  12th November Dimbulah
Jennifer Calleja  15th November Innisfail
Rita Berzinski  15th November Atherton
Francis (Frank)   16th November Tully
Bonassi
Felicidad (Nanay)  17th November Innisfail
Enriquez
Vincent Domara  22nd November Parramatta Park
Carmelo (Charlie)  22nd November Innisfail
Formosa
Helma Williamson  22nd November Innisfail
Maria Lupano  25th November Innisfail

Rev Fr Michael Bonner 26th November Cathedral
Kevin Savina  29th November North Cairns
Therese LeFroy  4th December Atherton
Alessandro De Rosa  6th December Mareeba
Jadvyga Mitkus  12th December Tully
Michael (Micky) Brown 18th December Innisfail
Matilda Hollwarth  18th December Mareeba
Lyn Hughes  18th December Gordonvale
John Azzopardi  20th December Innisfail
Serina DeLai  25th December Atherton
Vittorio (Vic) Strano  31st December Innisfail

2017
John Austin  1st January Mareeba
Ernesta Di Stefano  4th January Mareeba
Alfonsos Muoio  4th January Atherton
Maria Grasso  5th January Innisfail
Angela Risitano  8th January Innisfail
Philip Micale  8th January Innisfail
Mary Azzopardi  10th January Innisfail
Malcolm Kingsley  15th January Cathedral
Marc La Baysse  16th January Mareeba
James Dyer  18th January Mareeba
Felice Piagno  18th January Mareeba
Sira Turk  21st January Mareeba
Vanda Tonizzo  21st January Dimbulah
Giuseppe (Joe) Marino 21st January Cathedral
Rev Fr John Newman  22nd January Atherton
Raffaele Alifraco  25th January Mareeba
Ian Pendergast  26th January Cathedral
Edward Thomas  26th January Atherton
Winifred (Win) Joy  6th February Innisfail
Michael McAvoy  6th February Innisfail
Patrick Williams  8th February Ravenshoe
Carmela Barrese  10th February Mareeba
Teresa Brignolo  16th February Mareeba 

May they rest in peace


