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St Andrews Catholic College Nativity Display, installed by the  
Industrial Technologies Department
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RECENT PARISH APPOINTMENTS

SYMBOLS ARE SIGNIFICANT TO THE 
LIFE OF OUR CHURCH

BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
Let me let you into a trade secret.  Bishops have to write their Christmas 
Message four (4) or five (5) weeks before the event, to meet varying 
publishing deadlines.

So one has to write at a time one may not yet be quite in the festive mood.

However, providentially, this year, I am writing this on the Sunday 
when we have the Gospel of the wise and foolish bridesmaids.  (Mt 
25: 1-13)

It, and the first reading from Wisdom (6: 12-16) are essentially about 
sense and non-sense. 

This passage from Mathew’s Gospel reflects those major themes in the 
Gospel of John: light and darkness, truth and falsehood.

There is a lot of nonsense or foolishness in our time and place - even 
before we hit the silly season.

The Christmas season, as distinct from the silly season, should be a 
time for Good rather than Bad News.

Yet like those bridesmaids, it is unwise not to be aware, awake and 
prepared for the realities we face.

We all may have our own little list of absurdities of modern life – 
bottled water not being the least of them! And there is the new but 
slower NBN service!

I am sure you would have noticed the Bishop sometimes walking with 
a long walking stick or what looks like a shepherd’s crook.

This tall walking stick or crook is called a crozier.  It is the pastoral staff, 
a symbol of the office carried by the Bishop in his diocese.

It is sometimes an ornamental staff, shaped at the top like a shepherd’s 
crook and somewhat pointed at the other end.  They can vary in 
heights, usually a little taller than the crown of the head. 

The crook itself is symbolic of the bishop’s role in keeping the 
members of the flock together, while the pointed end is a symbol of 
the persuasive possible prodding needed for the spiritually lax.

The bishop in his diocese always carries the crozier in the left hand 
with the crook pointing outwards.  Others entitled to the crozier, such 
as abbots and some senior monsignors; carry it with the crook turned 
inwards.

There is a theory that bishops borrowed the idea of the crozier from 
the abbots of monasteries, who were elected for life (as were bishops) 
and so became aged and needed walking support.  

However Bishop Peter Elliott (auxiliary of Melbourne) strongly 
disputes this theory and proposes that abbots stole the idea of the 
crozier and mitre from diocesan bishops.

It is also worth noting that some women, female abbesses, also have 
the right, on solemn occasions, within their own communities, to 
wear a mitre over their veils and to carry a crozier.

Bishops in the Eastern Churches use either the shepherd’s crook or a 
shorter silver caped stick.  In the case of Eastern Orthodox bishops, 
this was a gift from the Emperor in Constantinople and symbolised 
some level of secular authority.

Since the 11th century Popes have not used the crozier, but the cross.

We welcome Fr Karel Duivenvoorden back to the diocese as Fr Karel has chosen to leave the Community at Tarrawarra.  
He will be spending some time re-settling his aged parents from Yeppoon to an aged care facility in Cairns.   Karl will 
eventually return to work in the Cairns Diocese.

Welcome also to Fr. Joseph Pullanapallil, an Indian priest belonging to the Carmelites of Mary Immaculate, who has 
spent the last twenty (20) years working in remote parts of the Darwin Diocese: Tennant Creek and Port Keats.  He 
is now in his early seventies and would now prefer to work in less isolated places.  Fr Joseph has spent the last year 
helping out in the Townsville Diocese.  Fr Joseph with Bishop Eugene Hurley (Darwin) has offered that he would 
come and assist our diocese for the next (12) months.

There also seems be a growing politically correct tolerance for anti-
Christian ridicule.

But let us not wallow in such silliness or bemoan such miseries.

God’s wisdom, God’s good sense and, yes, hopefully God’s good 
humour (and God’s humanity in the face of Christ) are God’s greatest 
gifts to us.

It is not for nothing that at Midnight Mass, the so familiar and perhaps 
too easily sentimentalised Nativity Gospel is preceded in the first 
reading (Isiah 9/1-7) by the more sober and sense making prophecy:

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; on those who 
live in a land of deep shadow a light has shone……
For there is a child born to us, a son given to us ….
Wide is his dominion in a peace that has no end …

Yours truly in Christ,

+ James Foley
BISHOP OF CAIRNS

(Article content taken from Bishop Foley’s  
  historical information)
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CHARITIES APPEAL

The crozier of the Cairns Diocese was part of the Ambrose Madden 
gift of 1887 to our first bishop, John Hutchinson OSA, (Pro-Vicar 
Apostolic 1884-1887. Vicar Apostolic of Cooktown 1887-1897).  In 
a letter to Bishop Cahill from Madden’s daughter, a Carmelite sister 
in Brisbane, she listed among these gifts: the bishop’s chair, two gold 
crosses, a crozier (the best that money could buy) and a canteen of 
sterling silver tableware.  All these have been carefully preserved by 
the diocese, except the tableware, which may have been worn out or 
lost over the last 130 years.

Pictured L-R: Bishop Torpie’s wooden staff 1967, in a long case 
made by Michael Lockyer (Ravenshoe) in the 1990s; the original 
ornate crozier 1887; a wooden staff, again made by Michael Lockyer, 
(Ravenshoe of an Australian arid land timber, Emu Apple (its crook, 
a curve is actually from a root of that tree, which grew in that exact 
shape); an actual shepherd’s crook from The Walking Stick Shop, 
Arundel, U.K., the darker timber is European oak and the lighter is 
sycamore, acquired by Bishop James on the last Ad Limina visit 2011

God of love, Father of all, the darkness that 

covered the earth has given way to the 

bright dawn of your Word made flesh. Make 

us a people of this light. Make us faithful 

to your Word, that we may bring your life 

to the waiting world. Grant this through 

Christ our Lord. Amen 

Bishop James Foley together with the clergy of the Diocese of Cairns would like to remind all parishioners 
of the Christmas Charities Appeal which will be the only collection taken up at all Masses on Christmas Day. 
Donations to this Appeal benefit charitable entities across the diocese.

Thank you in advance for your continued support of our charitable endeavours.

(Article content taken from Bishop Foley’s  
  historical information)

Photo courtesy Terry Power
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INAUGURAL DIOCESAN CHILDREN’S 
MISSION MASS CELEBRATION
On the 25th October 2017, the Children’s Mission Mass was celebrated 
at St Monica’s Cathedral by Bishop James Foley, together with Fr Brian 
Lucas, National Director of Catholic Mission, and Fr Pat McKenna, a 
former Diocesan Director for Catholic Missions.  

Over 120 students and staff attended the Mass from 8 schools, 
diocesan offices and Catholic Education Services. Other schools in 
the diocese have celebrated their own Mission Mass/Liturgy. “It has 
been both a privilege and delight to be able to celebrate Mission Month 
with these children because they all will step up in the future to lead the 
Mission of the Church in spreading the faith and in sharing the good 
news that God cares and loves us all,” said Anna Jimenez.

Special thanks to Bryan Grech, Education Officer, Catholic Education 
Services. Bryan patiently and generously supported Anna in putting 

together the liturgy for the Mass as well as the slides and songs. Anna 
learnt a lot from this experience and her PowerPoint presentation 
skills advanced to a higher degree because of Bryan’s expertise! Anna 
shares, “Each meeting was a joy and we are truly grateful for the support 
that Bryan has given to us in this event.” 

After Mass, the children and teachers were invited to morning tea.   
Fr Brian Lucas recently commented after his visit, “It was a real joy 
to share the Mass with Bishop James Foley and the young people from 
the various schools. I was impressed by their attentiveness and especially 
the way in which they expressed their friendship and chatted over some 
cake afterwards”.

Anna concluded, “On behalf of all the children who will feel God’s love 
through your prayers and support, THANK YOU VERY MUCH!!!”

Written by Anna Jimenez (Catholic Mission Diocesan Director)

Student Representative Council, St Augustine’s College. MacKillop Catholic College Students.

Caritas Leaders from St Joseph’s School.

Anna together with Senior students from Our Lady Help of 
Christians School, Earlville.

Leanne Webster (APRE – Senior Years), Mike Aitken (APRE – 
Middle Years) and students from St Andrew’s Catholic College.
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In the October edition of the Cairns Diocesan News, Catholic 
Mission advertised a fundraiser for a Pearl Necklace to support 
Catholic Missions work in Uganda. Emeritus Archbishop of Perth 
Barry Hickey (pictured) drew the raffle on the 7th of November and 
the winner was Lorraine Tobin who is Bishop of Wollongong Peter 
Ingham’s Secretary.  

Anna Jimenez said “Although the winner was not from the Cairns 

Diocese, we are all winners in helping St Luke’s Health Centre in Bujuni, 
Uganda to raise necessary funds and start the construction of the 
extension of their maternity and children’s ward”.  St Luke’s received 
new medical equipment to use at the health centre and the ambulance 
is just waiting to be delivered!  Anna also commented, “All these would 
not have been possible without your prayers and support.  Once again, 
a million thanks to you from me, from all of us in Catholic Mission and 
from all those we seek to serve!” 

Written by Anna Jimenez (Catholic Mission Diocesan Director)

Fr Brian Lucas (National Director – Catholic Mission) 
cutting the celebration cake for the children’s missions.

Children’s Catholic Mission Mass at St Monica’s Cathedral.

Kathy Fleming (APRE), Fr Brian Lucas (National Director 
– Catholic Mission) and the Senior students from Our Lady 
Help of Christians School, Earlville

MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN UGANDA

New maternity and children’s ward under construction with 
provision for garage for proposed ambulance
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2017 CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CAIRNS  CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES

CHURCH Christmas Eve Christmas Day Reconciliation
Atherton       
St Joseph’s, 28 Mabel St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 7pm Christmas Day – Mass 9.30am Before Mass

Babinda 
St Rita’s, 15 Church St         

Christmas Eve –Mass during the 
Night 6pm Christmas Day -  Mass 8am Before Mass 

See Innisfail

Bamaga     
St Stephen’s  

Christmas Mass Sunday 17th 
December Mass 10am Before Mass or Thursday Island

Cairns     
St Monica’s Cathedral 
181 Abbott St

Children’s Mass 7pm with carols from 
6.30pm | 10.45pm Choir is singing 
Handel’s Christmas Messiah:  
A Cantata followed by Midnight Mass

Christmas Day – Masses 6:30am 
 & 10am

Every Saturday - 11:30am to 
12:30pm

Cardwell 
Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
121 Victoria St

Christmas Eve – Mass 5pm Also see Tully, Mission Beach, El Arish 
& Silkwood

Chillagoe       
St Nicholas of Tolentino and Bl 
Mother Mary of the Cross, Queen St.

Christmas Day Liturgy of the Word 
with Communion 9.30am

Cooktown  
St Mary’s, 
Furneaux  St

Christmas Eve – Liturgy of the Word 
with Communion 6.30pm

CROYDON Sunday 17th Dec 12 noon

Dimbulah   
St Anthony’s 
Raleigh St

Christmas Day – Mass 8am Mareeba: Wed 13th 7pm 2nd Rite of 
Reconciliation

Earlville      
Our Lady Help of Christians, 
18 Balaclava Rd

Christmas Eve – Masses during the 
Night 6pm & 8pm Christmas Day – Mass 8am

Edmonton (Bentley Pk)   
St Therese’s, 
135 Robert Rd

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 5:30pm & 7pm Christmas Day – Mass 8am Christmas Eve:  4.30pm to 5pm

El Arish 
Our Lady of Fatima, 
Glasgow St

Christmas Day – Mass 10am

FORSAYTH   Sunday 17th Dec 5pm

Freshwater     
Sacred Heart, 
15 Duffy St

Also see Stratford, Holy Cross & 
Redlynch Christmas Day - – Mass 7am Holy Cross every Saturday 5pm & 

before Mass 

GREGORY DOWNS None

GEORGETOWN        
St Patrick’s, High St. Monday 18th Dec 9am

Gordonvale               
St Michael’s, 
4 Muir St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 7pm Christmas Day – Mass 8am Fri 22nd 5.30pm

Hammond Island    
St Joseph the Worker Christmas Eve - Mass 6pm Before Mass or Thursday Island

Herberton   
St Patrick’s 
Broadway St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 7pm Before Mass

Horn Island 
The Holy Family Christmas Day – Mass 9am Before Mass or Thursday Island

Innisfail 
Mother of Good Counsel 
90 Rankin St

Christmas Eve - Mass during the 
Night 6:30pm

Midnight Mass with Carols from 
11:30pm | Christmas Day – Mass 9am

2nd Rite of Reconciliation Innisfail 
Tues 19th 7pm | Reconciliation Sat 
23rd 11.30am

KARUMBA  
St James & St John, Yappar St. None

Kuranda   
St Christopher’s 
20 Barang St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 9pm with Carols from 8:30pm

Mareeba: Wed 13th 7pm 2nd Rite of 
Reconciliation

Malanda   
St James 
7 Monash St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
night 9pm Christmas Day – Mass 8.30am Before Mass

Mass information is also at Phone (07) 4051 1990 or go to www.cairns.catholic.org.au
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2017 CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CAIRNS  CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES

CHURCH Christmas Eve Christmas Day Reconciliation
Mareeba   
St Thomas of Villanova, 
59 Constance St

Christmas Eve – Masses during the 
Night 7pm with Carols from 6.30pm 
& 9.30pm with Carols from 9pm.

Christmas Day – Mass 10am Mareeba: Wed 13th 7pm 2nd Rite of 
Reconciliation

Mercy Place - Westcourt 
Gatton St Christmas Day – Mass 10am

Millaa Millaa     
St Rita 
Coral St  

Christmas Day – Mass 10.30am Before Mass

Mission Beach 
Holy Spirit, Webb Rd Christmas Day – Mass 7am

Mossman   
St Augustine 
24b Grogan St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 7pm Christmas Day – Mass 7am

See parish website (www.
catholicdouglas.org.au) or phone 
4098 2001

Mourilyan 
Christ the King, 
10 Harbour Rd

Christmas Day – Mass 7am See Innisfail

Mt Garnet   
Holy Rosary Christmas Day – Mass 8am Before Mass

Normanton  
Our Lady Help of Christians,   
Dutton St

Sunday 17th Dec 8.30am

North Cairns  
Mother of Good Counsel,  
394 Sheridan St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 5.30 pm Mon 18th 6pm

Northern Beaches (Trinity Park) 
Holy Cross 
Reed Rd,

Christmas Eve Vigil – Mass 6pm
Christmas Day – Mass 8.30am 
Also see Freshwater, Stratford & 
Redlynch

Every Saturday 5pm & before Mass 

Parramatta Park  
St Joseph, 
Cnr Draper & Loeven Sts

Christmas Vigil - Mass 5.30pm
Indian Community Christmas Vigil - 
Mass 7.30pm

Christmas Day – Mass 8:30am Before Mass

Port Douglas  
St Mary 
2 Endeavour St

Christmas Eve - Mass during the 
Night 10pm Christmas Day – Mass 9am

See parish website (www.
catholicdouglas.org.au) or phone 
4098 2001

Ravenshoe   
St Teresa of the Child Jesus,  
2 Moffatt St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
night 8.30pm Christmas Day – Mass 9.30am Before Mass 

Redlynch   
All Saints Chapel 
St Andrews College Intake Rd

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 10.00pm

Also see Northern Beaches, Holy Cross 
Stratford & Freshwater

Holy Cross every Saturday 5pm & 
before Mass 

Silkwood    
St John the Evangelist, 
Harold St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 6pm Christmas Eve – 5pm

South Johnstone 
St Rita, 
5 Green St

Christmas Day – Mass 8am See Innisfail

Stratford     
St Augustine  
23 Kamerunga Rd

Also see Holy Cross Freshwater & 
Redlynch Christmas Day – Mass 10.30am Holy Cross every Saturday 5pm & 

before Mass 

Thursday Island 
Sacred Heart 
Douglas St

Christmas Eve – Midnight Mass Sat 23rd Dec 10am - 12noon

Tully   
St Clare of Montefalco  
13 Mars St

Christmas Eve – Mass 7pm Christmas Day – Mass 9am

Weipa 
St Joseph 
Boundary Rd

Christmas Masses will be celebrated 
on Saturday and Sunday 23rd and 24th 
December

Reconciliation before Mass

West Cairns 
St Francis Xavier, 
Cnr Mayers & Atkinson St,  
Manunda

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 6pm Christmas Day – 8am Christmas Eve:  11am and 4pm

Yungaburra  
St Patrick’s,  Mulgrave St. Christmas Day – Mass 8am Before Mass 

Mass information is also at Phone (07) 4051 1990 or go to www.cairns.catholic.org.au
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THANKS & FAREWELL TO FR JOHN CHALMERS
Written by Cathy Spencer (Manager, Pastoral Support Services & Executive Officer, Ordained Ministry Formation Committee)

On the 30th of November, members 
of the diocesan community officially 
thanked Fr John for his almost 15 years of 
ministry service to this diocese. A dinner 
was held at the Bishop’s House, and in the 
absence of Bishop Foley, was officiated by 
Fr Neil Muir (Episcopal Vicar for Finance 
& Administration and Education.) 20 
guests represented the various ministries 
in which Fr John has provided the highest 
level of formation, training, professional 
development and discernment support.

The diocese also took this opportunity to farewell Fr John, as for 
health reasons he can no longer continue his pastoral and professional 
development commitment to our diocese. He has been an integral 
part of the formation process for Pastoral Support Services. Cathy 
Spencer said of her long association with Fr John, “all pastoral care staff 
would credit their excellent pastoral practice and spiritual formation 
maturity directly to the depth of pastoral and theological experience Fr 
John shared with us all” 

He also facilitated and assisted with various components of the 
diaconate formation for our seven deacons. Deacon Tony Moore 
shared, “John has been a towering example for me personally and I will 
not forget his teaching, valuable insight and terrific sense of humour, 
woof woof”. To journey with John was a life highlight and I am a better 
man and deacon for his company.” 

More recently, Fr John has provided professional and ministry 
development opportunities for parishioners, Catholic Education 
Services and Centacare staff.  Fr Neil took the opportunity to 
comment on Fr John’s long association with the diocese to comment, 
“Over the many years of Fr John’s commitment to this diocese, it is clear 
the fruits of his ministry here in Cairns have been enormous and widely 
acknowledged.” 

Fr Neil on behalf of Bishop Foley and the Diocese of Cairns thanked 
Fr John for his commitment and support for ministry formation. 
Fr Neil said, “I want to thank John for his drive, professionalism and 
commitment to this diocese. I would also importantly acknowledge his 
extraordinary commitment to his faith and his ability to share that faith 
with others.” He also wished him well in all his future endeavours.

Women in Leadership: a gift for the world
DATE:             April 13-15, 2018
VENUE:         Benedictine Abbey
                          695 Mountain Road, Jamberoo
TIME:             Arrive afternoon of Thursday 12 April, leaving after lunch on 
the Sunday
COST:             $200. Accommodation fees depend upon type of room selected.
BOOKINGS:  0242360533 or cottageretreats@jamberooabbey.org.au

Who is this workshop for?
For women of any age and any experience. For women in formal leadership 
positions, and for those who exercise leadership without a formal title … in 
business, schools, homes, offices, parishes, anywhere.
 
What is it about?
The aim is to support women to explore their unique gifts – as people, as 
women and as leaders. Framed within the Benedictine tradition, participants 
will develop the confidence and the skills to understand their value for the world by leading in a range of contexts. They will leave encouraged to do so.
 The venue itself is significant. Set within the rainforest of Jamberoo Mountain, the quiet contemplative space of the Abbey offers the opportunity to be reflective and to 
experience the peace, the life and the hospitality of the Benedictine community.
 
How will it run?
The workshop program will include presentations, workshop activities, dialogue and discussion, time to reflect, and the opportunity to take part in the liturgical life of The 
Abbey, if desired. While it is strongly research-based, the experience and insights of participants will be paramount. In short, there will be time to think, to listen, to talk 
together, to laugh and to be still.
 
This is a residential program. Participants will be accommodated in The Abbey cottages, arriving in the afternoon of Thursday 12 April, and leaving after lunch on Sunday 15 
April. Because of the nature of this workshop, numbers are limited.

 

We cannot live in a world 
that is not our own, 
in a world interpreted  
for us by others. 
An interpreted world is not home. 
Part of the terror 
is to take back our own listening, 
to use our own voice, 
to see our own light 
 
Hildegard of Bingen 1098-1179 

We are offering a two and a half day workshop for women 
at the Benedictine Abbey, Jamberoo.   

April 13-15, 2018 
 

Fr John facilitating final Pastoral Support Service In-Service 
with pictured L-R Lorraine Van Ballegooyen, Josette O’Donnell, 
Trish Inderbitzin and Tania Gilbert seated

2nd from left Fr John Chalmers facilitating 
parish formation event
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CENTACARE FNQ LAUNCHES SECOND 
“CENTACARE SCHOOL SAVVY” APPEAL
Written by Astrid Murray (Centacare FNQ Communications Officer)  

As part of Anti-Poverty Week, Centacare FNQ launched an appeal 
for donations of school supplies and school uniforms for the second 
School Savvy pop-up shop, which will open in early January 2018.

Last year the School Savvy pop-up shop sold low cost, new and second 
hand uniforms as well as school supplies. This initiative also provided 
learning and skill development in the retail trade for Centacare 
volunteers and clients who are looking for work. 

The response from the community was incredible and resulted in 
donations with an estimated value of over $25,000. Close to 600 
families used the shop and we estimate that School Savvy assisted in 
getting more than 1000 children back to school and ready to learn.

With 46% of parents in Queensland having experienced financial 
stress over the past year, the start of each new school year can be a very 
expensive time, especially for families on low incomes. 32% of people 
living below the poverty line, received wages as their main income, 
indicating that having a job is no guarantee of keeping people above 
the breadline and it is estimated that over 17% of children in Australia, 
under the age of 15, are living in poverty. 

“School savvy is aimed at families on low incomes; however, we know it 
is hard for all families to keep up with new uniforms for growing kids. 
This year we are introducing a “swap shop” which will be available to 
everyone”. “Having to purchase new school uniforms, along with text 
books and school supplies can be a huge struggle, especially straight 
after Christmas” said Centacare Executive Director, Anita Veivers. 
“That’s why we’re calling on families to dig out those uniforms that their 
children have grown out of and put them to good use by donating to the 
Centacare School Savvy Appeal.”  

This year’s initiative was launched in October at Centacare FNQ by 
Councillor Cathy Zeiger and Centacare Executive Director Anita 
Veivers and has the backing and support of St Vincent De Paul Society 
who are partnering as drop off points and suppliers. 

Businesses can get on board by donating unwanted quality stationery 
supplies such as pens, calculators rulers etc. Perhaps items which may 
have been sitting around in cupboards as branding has moved on.

Pre loved and new uniforms and school supplies in good condition 
can be dropped off at Centacare FNQ, during business hours or at 
any of the local St Vincent De Paul outlets. More information about 
how people can get involved, and the official drop off locations, can be 
found on the NEW School Savvy page on the Centacare FNQ website.

facebook.com/centacarefnq
Funded by:
Department of Social Services and the Cairns Community

DONATE SCHOOL UNIFORMS & SUPPLIES 

DROP GOODS INTO DONATION BIN

LIKE & SHARE ON FACEBOOK 

BE PART OF THE SCHOOL SAVVY APPEAL

#schoolsavvy
#schoolsavvy

Get involved

M ke a difference

TO GET INVOLVED or for more information... 

Call (07) 4044 0130

Email schoolsavvy@centacarefnq.org

Visit www.centacarefnq.org/schoolsavvy

DONATE AT CENTACARE OR VINNIES

739 Powley Road, Yungaburra QLD 4884

Telephone: (07)4095 3232

Facsimile: (07)4095 2050

Mobile: 0418 769 796 

Email: info@genazzanoretreat.com.au

Web: www.@genazzanoretreat.com.au

ABN 50681607010

For more info look at our website, contact us by email or 
speak to our on-site Caretakers on 0429351566 or Like us on 

Facebook:  

Genazzano Retreat Campground

Genazzano Camp Ground
Absolute Lake Frontage

- Level campsites, Camp kitchen 

- BBQs, H/C showers, Canoe hire

- Powered & unpowered sites 

(Gens OK)

- Boat launching area

- Family friendly camping
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WHAT’S HAPPENING @ GENAZZANO 
RETREAT CENTRE?.... Written by Tiff Nissen (Manager)

It has been a busy 5 months since we started our role as managers 
at the beautiful Lake Tinaroo. On researching the history of the 
retreat, we were delighted to read that Genazzano was acquired by 
the Diocese to “fulfil a long felt need for a centre of tranquillity and 
peace and to provide a place for retreats and reflections; a place we could 
call our own (whilst being prepared to share it with others.) A place for 
seminars, conferences and small conventions; a place of relaxation for 
groups, families and individuals”. (Bishop’s Message 1988)

Tiffany said, “That is the perfect description of our short time here!  The 
bookings we have had since July encompass such a broad range of guests. 
An Aboriginal Orchestra, a fantastic range of school groups ranging from 
Grade 9 to 12’s - all unique and special in their own way. A lovely group 
of passionate scrap bookers, the Salvation Army and the Rural Fire 
Brigade. We also welcomed the 51st Battalion, Far North Queensland 
Army Regiment, a local Resource Management Group, a family reunion 
and a Yoga Retreat!! Phew, yes it has been that diverse.  Oh, and I forgot 
a Medieval Wedding!” (Pictured)

The groups staying at Genazzano varied in their requirements, 
from day use of the conference room with catering, to an overnight 
or weekend stay, to a week’s retreat. Happily, the Retreat Centre is 
equipped to cater for all requirements and budgets. 

As new managers, Tiffany and Vic have made amazing changes 
to the menu. However, the old favourites like the traditional Roast 
Meat and Veggie nights has been 
complimented by the introduction 
of Asian, Mexican or Indian 
themed nights.  Another huge 
winner with guests has been the 
make your own “MYO” Sandwich 
or Burger for lunch! Tiffany said, 
“We are very proud of the fact that 
with a focus on fresh, healthy, local 
ingredients and suppliers, 80% of our 
stock is now sourced from within a 
70km radius of the Retreat Centre.” 
 
During the off-season, many exciting things are happening at 
Genazzano. There is updating and refreshing of new gardens with 
lots of colour.  The dining room is being renovated, and will be fresh, 
clean and roomy.  This together with a new combi-oven in the kitchen 
will have the Centre ready to take on 2018 and make Genazzano even 
better. 

Tiffany concluded by saying “our aim is as per the Bishop’s Message of 
1988 - to create a centre of tranquillity and peace - we are just updating 
it a little for 2018 - 30 years on, it is a very exciting time here.  We hope 
that you can come and visit soon” 

Our Local Firies enjoy an 
Indian Delight

When the army come to visit we get to play with their Big Trucks!Some of our campground guests have witnessed 
some spectacular sunsets 

The Australian Bishops have identified the liturgical year of 2018, beginning on the first Sunday of Advent (3rd December 2017), as a 
national Year of Youth. This is an exciting opportunity in the life of the church to focus on young people.

The Year of Youth invites the church into dialogue about the importance and life-giving presence of young people in the Church and 
society. It calls for dialogue and active engagement focused on the reconnection and renewal of a new generation of young people in the 
life of the Church.

YOUNG PEOPLE, FAITH AND VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT
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Buy a Global gift  
this Christmas.
From only $10 you  
can change lives.

www.globalgifts.org.au 1800 024 413Call us now

CA
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STEP

1
Choose from the range  
of Global Gifts and  
complete the order form. 

STEP

2
Receive a card 
to give to your 
friend or family.   

STEP

3
Reflect on the joy your 
 donation brings to others  
around the world.  

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC YOUTH FESTIVAL
Written by Anne Chellingworth, Diocesan youth Ministry Coordinator

THE YEAR OF YOUTH AIMS ARE:

• To prayerfully discern the Australian Bishops’ vision for ministry with young people, Anointed and Sent;
• Authentic and personal engagement by Church leaders in the challenges and success in young people’s lives;
• Acknowledging the Holy Spirit at work in the lives of young people, and young people acting upon the Holy Spirit in the life of the 

Church; and
• Upholding the dignity of young people, ensuring a safe environment from physical, emotional and spiritual harm.

The Year of Youth is focused on local renewal and engagement.
From the Year of Youth website www.youth.catholic.org.au/year-of-youth.

The national launch of the Year of Youth was celebrated at the closing 
Mass of the Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) held in Sydney 
on the 7th, 8th and 9th of December.  The crowd of 18,000+ gathered 
at The Domain was made up of young festivalgoers, priests, religious, 
bishops and archbishops from across Australia, as well as parishioners 
from the greater Sydney area and surrounding dioceses.  Check out 
http://youthfestival.catholic.org.
au/ for all the photos and videos!

A group of 37 travelled to Sydney 
from the Cairns region – the 
largest representation we have 
had at a national youth event 
since World Youth Day 2008 
was held in Australia.   Events 
like youth festivals provide 
participants with a vibrant and 
dynamic experience of Church 
that strengthens their sense of 
belonging to the Catholic family.  

I would like to sincerely thank all those who offered financial support 
for these young people; in particular the Diocese of Cairns, St Stephen’s 
Catholic College, St Mary’s Catholic College, St Augustine’s College, 
St Monica’s College, Reach youth group, Couples for Christ, Bentley 
Park parishioners, North Cairns Parishioners, Weipa Parishioners 
and the Atherton Parish.

Snap shots from ACYF Melbourne



Bishop Foley, Diocesan Finance & Administration 
together with the editorial staff would like wish the 

diocesan community a 

Holy and Blessed Christmas
and 

a Prosperous and Graced New Year

Once again we publicly thank our advertisers for 
their continued generous support of the Cairns 

Diocesan News magazine over 2017

Cairns Diocesan News is a diocesan endeavour on behalf of Bishop Foley and Diocesan Finance & Administration. We take this opportunity to 
gratefully acknowledge all article contributors and our advertisers for their generous support. 
Editorial staff, Cathy Spencer and Anita Lundie. 
Opinions expressed in articles of this issue are not necessarily held by the editorial staff. All photos used in this issue are used for the sole purpose 
of the magazine, with the permission of those concerned, and are not to be reproduced for any other purpose without prior written permission 
from the editor.
Printed by: Bolton Print 246 Hartley St Portsmith
Please direct any enquiries to pastoralss@cairns.catholic.org.au
PO Box 625 Cairns, Qld 4870 
07 40 465 653 / 0419 688 050 

For appointments:
Ph: 4034 1880  Fax: 4034 2329  E: jeff.taylor.au@gmail.com

www.jefftaylorpsychiatry.com.au

•  Anxiety
•  Depression
•  Mood Disorders
•  PTSD (post traumatic 

 stress disorder)
•  Obsessive Compulsive

 Disorder

•  Specific Phobias
•  Treatment of Military & 

 Veteran related problems
•  Psychological problems 

 associated with physical  
 illness

Jeff Taylor Psychiatry

Dr Jeff Taylor wishes to 
advise that he conducts 
a home based practice in 
General Adult Psychiatry 
with special interest in 
Psychotherapy at 
7 East Parkridge Drive, 
Brinsmead, Cairns

Dr Jeff Taylor
M.B.B.S., D.P.M.,
F.R.A.N.Z.C.P., DipCH 

Dr Jeff Taylor has an interest in treating 
conditions including:

www.communityfunerals.com.au
Tablelands 07 4092 4774  |  Cairns 07 4031 5566

Mossman & Port Douglas 07 4098 2655

With our compliments


