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St Monica’s Cathedral recently renovated Baptistry (photo Terry Power)   

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death? 
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  (Roman’s 6:3-4)
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CRESTS OF THE DIOCESE:  
DIOCESAN AND BISHOPS OF CAIRNS
Written by Theresa Wallwork (from Archival content)

The Diocesan Coat of Arms are those of William Wellington 
Cairns after whom the city is named and onto which a white 
horizontal band, or fess, charged with a blue Maltese cross has 
been added, in recognition of the association of the Arms with 
the State of Queensland.  The Maltese cross on a white field is the 
badge of Queensland.

The Arms appear on the dexter (right) side of the shield of all the 
Bishops from 1949 to the present day.  This follows the process 
of impalement (where the personal arms of the Incumbent are 
joined with the Arms of the Diocese side by side, rather than one 
above the other).  This signifies the bishop’s role as spiritual head 
of the Diocese.

The Diocesan Arms are described heraldically (the blazon) as 
follows:

• Gules, three martlets or on a fess argent (silver) a 
Maltese cross azure (blue).

• Colours used in the blazon of the diocesan and 
episcopal Coat of Arms are: gules = red, or = gold, 
azure = blue, argent = silver (white), sable = black, 
vert = green.

Crests of the Bishops of Cairns

John Heavey OSA, Vicar Apostolic 1914-1941, 
and the first (1st) Bishop of Cairns 1941-1948.

There is no details on the blazon for Bishop 
Heavey’s in our archives.  Bishop Heavey 
became Bishop of Cairns in 1941, before the 
Diocesan Arms were impaled with the Bishop’s 
chosen Coat of Arms,

Possibly the only identifiable significance is that the burning/
flaming heart has been the centrepiece of the official Augustinian 
crest for many centuries.  The Order of St. Augustine (OSA), 
generally called Augustinians or Austin Friars, is a Catholic 
religious order. Although more ancient, it was formally created 
in the thirteenth century and combined several previous 
Augustinian eremitical (hermit or recluse especially one under a 
religious vow) orders into one.

Bishop Heavey’s motto Super semitas justiciae translates to On 
the road of justice from Psalm 22: The Lord is my Shephard, which 
in modern psalm translations and hymns is translated as He leads 
me along the right path.

Thomas Vincent Cahill: second (2nd) Bishop of 
Cairns 1949-1967

The personal arms are those of the Cahill family 
and these are impaled with the Diocesan Arms.

The blazon would therefore be: “Gules, three 
martlets or, on a fess argent, a Maltese cross 
azure for the Diocese of Cairns impaling argent 
on a fess of the sea, a whale blowing proper for 
Cahill. In pale behind the shield a bishop’s cross 

bottony or; the whole is surmounted by a bishop’s hat.  On scroll 
beneath the shield appears the motto Glorificetur Deus which 
translates to God be glorified.

The word proper refers both to the sea and the whale and means 
– in natural colours.  The cross behind the shied is blazoned in 
pale to signify that it is vertical.  The bishop’s cross has one cross-

bar (that of an Archbishop has two). The description bottony 
describes the treatment of the ends of the cross. (This is called a 
treffle - meaning having three (3) foils – like a shamrock.)

The Bishop’s hat is green and has six (6) tassels on each side, 
also green. The colour of the motto scroll is irrelevant and is not 
mentioned in the blazon.

John Ahern Torpie: (third 3rd) Bishop of Cairns 
1967-1986

Bishop Torpie’s recognises Christ (the Chi-
Rho symbol) and Our Lady (the letter M). 
These symbols were selected by Bishop Torpie.

The blazon reads: “Gules three martlets or 
on a fess Argent a Maltese cross azure for the 
Diocese of Cairns impaling or the symbol Chi-
Rho gules on a chief azure the letter M argent 

for Torpie.  In pale behind the shield, a bishop’s cross bottony or; 
the whole is surmounted by a bishop’s hat, on a scroll beneath 
the shield appears the motto In deo sperans which translates to 
Hoping in God.

John Alexius Bathersby, fourth (4th) Bishop of 
Cairns 1986-1991

Bishop Bathersby’s has a Celtic cross on a 
blue field surmounted by a white chief with 
a black crescent. The line between the field 
and the chief is serrated and is described as 
dancetty.  These are the arms of the Bathersby 
family to which the Celtic cross has been 
added in allusion to the motto Lex Crucis 

which translates to The law of the Cross.

The blazon reads: gules three martlets or on a chief argent a 
Maltese cross azure for the Diocese of Cairns impaling azure a 
Celtic cross or on a chief dancetty argent a crescent stable for 
Bathersby. In pale behind the shield, a bishop’s cross bottony or, 
the whole is surmounted by a bishop’s hat; on a scroll beneath the 
shield with the motto.

James Foley: current and fifth (5th) Bishop of 
Cairns 1992–

Bishop James’ personal arms has a dove on 
the mount holding in its beak an olive branch 
(Gen. 8/11), taken from the Arms of Pius 
XII in recognition of Banyo Seminary. The 
open book and sword recall the sentiments 
of the motto and Hebrews 4/12: The Word of 
God is something alive and active, it cuts like 

any double-edged sword but more finely.  The blue and white are 
the colours of the University of Louvain.  Behind the shield is 
a cross and the whole is surmounted by a Bishop’s hat.  On a 
scroll appears the motto Lest preaching to others, which continues 
I myself should be cast away. (Corinthians 9/27).

(Bishop James studied and lectured at Banyo Seminary and also 
studied at the University of Leuven, Louvain Belgium.) 

Information collected from the files of the archives of the Diocese 
of Cairns, the Golden Jubilee of the Diocese of Cairns (1941-1991) 
magazine and the Diocesan News – Special Edition celebrating the 
Episcopal Ordination of Bishop James Foley 21 August 1992.
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ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES
Some significant milestones in priestly ministry will be reached 

this year, congratulations to.

Joby Jose 10 years

Robert Greenup 25 years
Geoffrey Dunn 30 years
+James Foley 45 years
John Sullivan 45 years

Kerry Crowley 45 years
Frank Gordon 60 years

Bill Grundy 60 years
John O’Connor 60 years

DIOCESE OF CAIRNS WELCOMES  
FR JOSEPH PULLANAPPILLIL Written by Fr Joseph Pullanappillil

Joseph is an Indian priest born in the state of Kerala. He spent 
his early years in the small village of Chilavu with his parents and 
his four siblings (one brother and three sisters, two are nuns). He 
joined the religious congregation Carmelites of Mary Immaculate. 
Three diocesan priests (one of them, Fr. Kuriacose Chavara was 
canonised in November 2014) founded the congregation in 1831. 
Fr Joseph was ordained a priest on 11th of May 1981 on the 150th 
foundation day of the congregation.

After his ordination, Fr Joseph started his ministry as Director 
of a book-publishing house in Kerala for a couple of years. After 
that, he was appointed as the administrator and formation team 
member of the novitiate formation. 

In 1991, he went to Papua New Guinea as a missionary where 
he served until 1997. While he was there, he ministered in 
many different remote parishes such as Wasengla, Kaberotoro, 
Lido and Vanimo. In addition, he was involved in some of the 
diocesan ministries such as the role of Vicar General, in charge 
of pastoral ministry, education and health.

He arrived in Australia and in 1997 began ministering in 
Nhulubuy, a mining town in the Diocese of Darwin. Later he 
ministered in other remote and aboriginal parishes like Port 
Keats, Tennant Creek, Katherine and Daly River. He took a 
sabbatical year before he arrived Townsville at the end of 2016 
and served as supply priest in different parishes like Winton, 
Hughenden, Richmond, Proserpine and Bowen. 

Bishop Eugene Hurley of Darwin Diocese generously offered that 
Fr Joseph could come and assist the Cairns Diocese. Fr Joseph is 
settling down into life in Far North Queensland visiting different 
parishes and other places here in Cairns. Fr Joseph said, “I look 
forward to serving the people of the Cairns Diocese for some time 
and enjoying the tropical life.”

L-R Fr Karel Duivenvoorden, Fr Joseph Pullanappillil and Estelle 
Kingsley, housekeeper, Bishop’s House sharing a welcome cuppa.
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Grief to Grace
Healing the Wounds of Abuse – is a spiritual retreat for anyone who has suffered degradation or violation 

through physical, emotional, sexual or spiritual abuse. The retreat to be held April 8th – 13th 2018. 

To request an application contact Anne by emailing info@grieftograceaus.org.au or phone 0407704539. For 
more information visit www.grieftograce.org

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS...
• What time is Mass?

• Where is the nearest Church to me?

• How do I contact a celebrant for a Baptism, Wedding or Funeral? 

• What is the story behind the Cathedral Windows?

Visit the www.cairns.catholic.org.au website to find answers to these questions 

and learn more about the Diocese of Cairns and its parishes.

Business Legal Services 

Property & Conveyancing 

Wills, Estate Planning & Administration  

Family Law & Separation  

Employment Advice  

Bankruptcy & Financial Difficulty  

Retirement Living 

Estate Dispute Resolution   

Level 1, 14-16 McLeod Street, Cairns  
Telephone:  07 4036 9700 

www.millerharris.com.au | service@millerharris.com.au
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SCHOOL YEAR COMMENCES AT ST RITA’S BABINDA

OUR EDUCATION COMMUNITY
Written by Mrs Maureen Gaul (Assistant Principal Religious Education)

for Project Compassion.  It is simple, 
but splendid fare and well supported 
by all.  

We also have a dedicated band of 
children – our ‘Community Carers’ - 
who share their happy laughter and 
joyous spirits with various groups 
in the local community.  Last year, 
this merry group of children visited 
both Abbeyfield House and Babinda 
Hospital. They performed some 
singing, dance and acting routines to 
entertain their hosts, and spent time 
with residents in conversation as well.  
Our visits no doubt will once again 
be eagerly anticipated, and perhaps 
some of the residents will once again 
join us at our annual whole-school 
Christmas performance.

This year, we have welcomed new 
members into our small, but vibrant 
learning community. We look forward 
to creating new memories together, 

making new friendships and leaving our mark upon history here at 
St Rita’s, as we endeavour to remain true to our call to share fully of 
our gifts with others.

Each New Year is a cause for 
celebration!  What lies before us is 
sure to be a wealth of opportunities, 
experiences and challenges!  At St 
Rita’s in Babinda, we welcomed in 
the new school year, celebrating 
our Commencement Mass with 
staff, students, family members and 
parishioners.  

Father Nathan McKay presided over 
the ceremony. He encouraged us to 
share the rich blessings gifted to us 
with others.  He also reiterated the 
importance of learning, respecting, 
and remaining faithful in honour of 
our God-given talents. In our school 
community, members share whole-
heartedly of themselves to bring joy 
to the lives of others by participating 
in some well-loved St Rita’s School 
traditions. 

During the Lenten season, St Rita’s 
harnesses the culinary talents of 
the staff and students involved in the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen 
Garden program to create a Caritas Café.  Senior students prepare 
nutritious meals for purchase on a designated day to raise money 

L-R:  Father Nathan MacKay, Mrs Judy Billiau, Mrs Maureen 
Gaul Front Row, Left to Right:  Hallie Lansdown (Palmerston 
Sports Captain), Jamie Brose and Georgina Stone (School 
Captains), Harrison Stone and Max Schep (Dalrymple 
Sports Captains)

By Catherine Taifalos (Humanities Leader)

PREMIER’S ANZAC PRIZE WON BY ST. MONICA’S 
COLLEGE STUDENT

Shana Coyle, Year 10, (pictured) has been selected as one of 
eight Queensland winners in the Premier’s ANZAC Prize and 
will have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to attend the historic 
centenary commemorative dawn service at the Australian War 
Memorial at Villers-Bretonneux. She will also be among the first 
visitors to the new Sir John Monash Centre Australian National 
Memorial, established at Villers-Bretonneux as a lasting legacy of 
the Centenary of Anzac.

Shana presented an outstanding multimedia entry on the 
relevance of the Anzac Spirit in contemporary Australian life.  
Her entry focused on the qualities of courage, sacrifice and 
mateship. Using carefully chosen examples Shana argued that 

although the spirit was born 
on the battlefields of World 
War 1, this spirit has been 
reaffirmed in conflicts 
since, and is invoked by 
ordinary Australians in 
times of conflict, danger and 
hardship. She concluded that 
what makes it relevant today 
is that it provides a strong 
model for us all to emulate. 

As part of the prize, Shana 
will undertake several 
activities to ensure that she 
develops a true appreciation 
of the Anzac sprit and the 
sacrifices of the soldiers 
and their families. This will 

include ‘adopting’ three service personnel and researching their 
stories and preparing eulogies to commemorate them. 

Secondly, she will visit a local primary school to share her service 
personnel research with students and leave the class with a 
commemorative cross to decorate which she will then place at the 
graveside or memorial in Villers-Bretonneux. 

 
Finally, she will organise a fund-raising activity for Mate4Mates, 
a non-profit organisation which supports current and ex-serving 
Australian Defence Force members (and their families) who are 
wounded, injured or ill as a result of their service.
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NEW FAMILIES WELCOMED TO MSB COMMUNITY: 
ORIENTATION WEEKEND

As most families were relaxing and enjoying the last weekend 
of the Christmas holidays, 45 new families made their way to 
Mount St Bernard College to participate in the 2018 Orientation 
Program. Parents were busy finalising paperwork, learning how 
to interact with the school portal and attending information 
sessions. Students attended to making their beds, collecting 
uniforms, finding the all-important dining room, and attending 
to the serious business of making new friends. 

We were very fortunate to have senior students who were willing 
to give up the last weekend of their holidays to return to the 
College and be big brothers and sisters to our new students and 
assist with the Orientation program. 

This year we welcomed back: (right to left and places of origin) 
Shauna Beard (Normanton) Romatu Naawi (Masig Island) Tori 

Wilson (Mornington Island)  Meku Dau (Badu Island)  Lee 
Liddy (Coen) and Jeremiah Gilbo  (Pormpuraaw)  These students 
played an integral part in assisting students to overcome shyness 
and ‘new place’ nerves  and to connect and form friendships with 
new students. 

Written by Mrs Tina Schefe (Head of Residential Girls)

CAIRNS  Level 1, 108 Mulgrave Rd, Cairns
MAREEBA  113 Byrnes St, Mareeba 

ATHERTON  Unit 1/1-3 Mabel St, Atherton

(07) 4040 4444

jvib@jvib.com.au

www.jvib.com.au

Like many things in life, not all insurance policies are created equally. Your JVIB broker will read the fine print for you, compare quotes for 
you and make sure that the policy they recommend is right for you. And should the need for a claim arise, JVIB will be there to guide you.

We’ll save you time and money and give you peace of mind!

Why use Joe Vella Insurance Brokers?
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OPENING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR  -  COLLEGE MASS AT 
MOUNT ST BERNARD 

GOOD COUNSEL PRIMARY BRIGHT START TO 2018

On Monday 5th February, students and teaching staff with the Sisters 
of Mercy and some parents and guests gathered in the chapel to join 
in our College’s celebration of the opening of the 2018 academic 
year. Fr. Neil Muir Vicar of Education for the Cairns Diocese, 
assisted by Deacon Alban Hunt, presided over a joyful celebration 
to acknowledge our blessings as we commenced the year. 

Mr David Finch our principal welcomed us all. Our two new college 
captains Georgia Smy and Rion Shailer, with the eight senior prefects 

accompanied by the whole year 12-cohort lead our year 7’s to their 
seats. With backing music, the choir sang beautifully.

This was also an opportunity to bless and  commission our new 
student leaders, Georgia and Rion as College Captains, Shauna 
Beard, Joscelyn Naawi and Jeremiah Gilbo as Boarding Prefects, 
Yilonda Harris, Keane Ryan and Meku Dau as Sports Prefects, 
Janae Chan as Faith and Liturgy Prefect and Mathew Ederer as 
Culture and Community Prefect. All were blessed by Fr. Neil, 
presented with their personalised leadership badges by College 
Principal, Mr. David Finch and recited their leadership pledges 
to the College community. 

New staff; Nicole Dewley-Crane, Michaela Ehrensperger, Andrew 
Jamieson, Caitlin Jerome, Wendell Majer, Ray Pearson, Nicola Pett, 
Cameron Szery, Andrew Bowden (Gap Student), Jessica Hay (Gap 
Student) and Brent Rogers were also blessed and commissioned 
as well. 

Following the Mass, morning tea was served to guests and parents 
who attended.  Some special thanks goes to Fr. Neil Muir and 
Deacon Alban Hunt for leading us in our Eucharist, along with the 
College choir under the direction of Miss Nicola Edwards and Mrs 
Sarah Riber and to all of our newly minted year 12 leaders who led 
us in prayers and readings.

Written by Matthew de Jong (Assistant Principal – Mission) 

Written by Liam Kenny (Principal)

L-R Grace Burarrwanga, Shaniqua Marshall, Jahana Anthony and 
Fr Neil Muir. Background is Teacher Mrs Trudy Bakker.

The 2018 School year has started in earnest with 12 new students in 
Years 1 to Year 6 being welcomed to our School Community. The new 
students have moved into the area from Canada, Interstate, South-
East Queensland and some are locals from within the Cassowary 
Coast.  All have settled well into their respective classes and are 
beginning to form new friendships and become familiar with their 
new school routines.  This is a great boost to the local area and a 
positive economic sign for the Region as most of these families have 
moved for employment opportunities in the Cassowary Coast.  

Our opening school Mass was celebrated with Fr Kerry Crowley, all 
students, staff and approximately 50 family and friends.  Mother of 
Good Counsel Church came alive with student voices during the 
Mass.  Our new students, including our 31 Prep children, were all 

welcomed during the ceremony and all staff, parents and students 
were commissioned and blessed by Fr Kerry.

As is traditionally part of the liturgy, staff, students and parents/
carers pledged their support and received the annual blessing, which 
was followed by the Student Leaders receiving their Badges: School 
Captains Ruby & Kodi; Student Councillors – Tara, Jorjia, Marjorie, 
Jesse, Lachlan & Braithan; and Colour House Captains – MacKillop 
- Charlotte & Chayse -  Polding – Juliet & Ben; Marcellin – Ella & 
Ryley; Clancy - Belle & Finnian.

As we move toward the end of Term one, all students have settled 
well and we as the GCPS Staff look forward to working in partnership 
with parents in the education of all our children.
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FOOTSTEPS
Starting high school can be a time of mixed 
emotions, nerves and anticipation, but it has 
certainly proved to be a positive start for the 
boys beginning at St Augustine’s College in 2018.

Many Saints boys are following in the footsteps 
of their brothers, fathers and even grandfathers. 
One such Year 7 student is Gareth Thomas, a day 
student who is hoping to follow the same path as 
his older brother Rhys who graduated last year. 
Gareth is extremely proud to have a brother who 
achieved an OP1 and a member of the Saints 
Cricket Team, achievements and goals to which 
Gareth himself will aspire. 

His first impressions of Saints are that it is a 
special and friendly place where everyone seems 
to go out of their way to help. Coming in on 
day one, Gareth was a little anxious. He soon 
turned the nervous energy into excitement 
simply through the great comfort he found in the 
people around him. He knew he had made the 
right choice as he soon felt at home through the 
amazing Year 11 Peer Support Leaders.

Alex Lynch, from Thursday Island, is not only at a new school, 
but also at a new home as a boarder. He too is following his older 
brother’s footsteps. Coming into boarding was always going to be a 
big challenge for him. He had previously only been away from his 
parents for three days whilst on a school camp. Coming away from 
home was a big step and a bit frightening at first. 

Once he arrived, he made new friends and Alex feels he is already 
a better student and actually doing homework and studying. He 
knows that Saints will present him with enormous opportunities, 
both in his studies and in sport and he is looking forward to 
embracing these in the place he will call home for the next 6 years.

Written by Mr Aaron Hume St Augustine’s College (Head of Year 7)

Year 7 students L-R Gareth Thomas and Alex Lynch 
receiving inspiration from the Lavalla sculpture
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REST IN PEACE SISTER DOREEN 
O’MEARA RSM

Sister Doreen O’Meara 
was born in St Anthony’s 
Hospital, Cairns on the 
18th April, 1930. She was 
the second daughter of 
Agnes and Len O’Meara. 
Doreen was very proud of 
her O’Meara heritage, her 
Grandfather T.B. O’Meara 
and father Len built 
many of the Churches, 
schools and Convents in 
the diocese, as well as a 
number of commercial 
city buildings.  She was 
particularly proud of 
their building the old St. 
Monica’s Cathedral, and 
the beautiful Convent of 
Mercy in Herberton.

Doreen joined the Sisters 
of Mercy Congregation in 

1954. True to our Mercy tradition, for the greater part of her life 
Doreen taught in primary schools in the Cairns Diocese. At times 
this included the added responsibilities of Superior and Principal, 
in the parishes of Atherton, Mareeba, North Cairns, Parramatta, 
Earlville, Babinda, Ravenshoe and Mossman. She also taught 
music at St Monica’s and Mt St Bernard Colleges.

Blessed with a glorious singing voice herself, Doreen shared 
this gift with secondary school choirs at Mt St Bernard and St 
Monica’s, and with primary school choirs, she trained for liturgical 
celebrations as well as highly successful choral competitions. 

During her short illness, she informed the doctors at the Cairns 
Hospital that she could not leave her home at Coral Sea Gardens 
as they were suggesting she should do, because she still had 
music pupils!

The sisterly care Doreen ministered within her family, she 
graciously extended to others in the Church community. 
Throughout her life, Doreen was particularly supportive of 
priests – by her prayers, her friendship, hospitality, phone calls 
and correspondence.

Doreen was a very generous person, never missing any of the 
Sisters birthdays or feast days. She had a great sense of humour, 
and a hearty laugh, which we all enjoyed. She slipped away before 
we expected her to, but we are grateful to God for her peaceful 
exit from this ‘mortal coil”.

Doreen’s long life of deep prayer and service witnessed to the 
statement in our Constitution which reads ‘we are called to be 
symbols of …a life that is a powerful sign of profound joy and a deep 
sense of belonging. Through our graced womanhood, we witness, in 
a particular way to the human face of God’. Doreen, rest in peace.

In conclusion, we know Doreen would like us to thank all those 
who cared for her, especially Anne Kuekens for her generous 
dedication over the years.

Written by Sisters Pam Bourke and Anne Moule

Women in Leadership: a gift for the world
DATE:             April 13-15, 2018
VENUE:         Benedictine Abbey
                          695 Mountain Road, Jamberoo
TIME:             Arrive afternoon of Thursday 12 April,   
         leaving after lunch on the Sunday
COST:             $200. Accommodation fees depend upon   
          type of room selected.
BOOKINGS:  0242360533 or 
           cottageretreats@jamberooabbey.org.au

Who is this workshop for?
For women of any age and any experience. For women in 
formal leadership positions, and for those who exercise 
leadership without a formal title … in business, schools, 
homes, offices, parishes, anywhere.
 
What is it about?
The aim is to support women to explore their unique gifts – as people, as women and as leaders. Framed within the Benedictine tradition, 
participants will develop the confidence and the skills to understand their value for the world by leading in a range of contexts. They will 
leave encouraged to do so.
 The venue itself is significant. Set within the rainforest of Jamberoo Mountain, the quiet contemplative space of the Abbey offers the 
opportunity to be reflective and to experience the peace, the life and the hospitality of the Benedictine community.
 
How will it run?
The workshop program will include presentations, workshop activities, dialogue and discussion, time to reflect, and the opportunity to 
take part in the liturgical life of The Abbey, if desired. While it is strongly research-based, the experience and insights of participants will 
be paramount. In short, there will be time to think, to listen, to talk together, to laugh and to be still.
 
This is a residential program. Participants will be accommodated in The Abbey cottages, arriving in the afternoon of Thursday 12 April, 
and leaving after lunch on Sunday 15 April. Because of the nature of this workshop, numbers are limited.

 

We cannot live in a world 
that is not our own, 
in a world interpreted  
for us by others. 
An interpreted world is not home. 
Part of the terror 
is to take back our own listening, 
to use our own voice, 
to see our own light 
 
Hildegard of Bingen 1098-1179 

We are offering a two and a half day workshop for women 
at the Benedictine Abbey, Jamberoo.   

April 13-15, 2018 
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CATHOLIC DIOCESE BUYS MASONIC TEMPLE
Adapted by Editorial staff from Bishop Foley’s Media Release 20 December 2017

Late in 2017, the Cairns Catholic 
Diocese settled the sale of the 
Masonic Temple at 8a Minnie 
Street after a long contract period 
for an undisclosed amount. 

The Bishop noted that in Cairns 
itself there have been cordial 
relations between the Masonic 
and Catholic communities. 
This may not have been so in 
some other places.  Therefore, 
this change of ownership may 
raise eyebrows in some circles. 
However, here in Cairns our 
negotiations could not have been 
better or easier.

The Diocese’s expression of interest noted that we would preserve 
as much as possible the building’s heritage significance and its 
Masonic history. 

The Masonic Temple was built in 1935 and served as the 
headquarters of Freemasonry in Far North Queensland since the 
original Gregory Masonic Hall was destroyed in the 1927 cyclone. 
This grand building with its imposing idiosyncratic façade, scale 
and form ensures its status as a Cairns landmark, making a strong 
contribution to the townscape. The architects of the building were 
the North Queensland firm of Hill and Taylor and the contractor 
for the building was CE Steadman. 

The foundation stone of the building was laid on Armistice Day in 
1934 and no more fitting day could have been chosen, as it was a day 
symbolizing peace and harmony, which is an attribute of Freemasonry.

The dedication ceremony for the completed building was held in 
October 1935, and was performed by Sir Leslie Wilson, Governor 
of Queensland and Masonic Grand Master. The description of the 
building shortly before the dedication, referred to the imposing 
façade facing Minnie Street, and the North Queensland walnut 
and maple joinery. 

The Diocese’s intentions are that 
this building will continue to be a 
gathering and meeting facility for 
the wider community, the same 
way as it has served for many 
years.  This also picks up again a 
service to the wider community, 
which the Church had provided 
with the old Hibernian Hall a 
block away on the corner of Lake 
and Florence streets. 

On 20 December, Bishop James Foley invited all staff to join him 
in a tour of this newly acquired space. Bishop said, “Cairns Diocese 
will ensure that the heritage of the building is preserved for future 
generations to enjoy”. 

He went on to say, “This grand 
building is within 100 metres 
of our existing heritage listed 
St Monica’s Cathedral precinct. 
The Masonic Temple will 
compliment our facilities and 
provide much needed conference 
and meeting spaces for our 
various diocesan agencies as well 
as continuing to be a meeting 
place for the community.   It 
has been a pleasure dealing 
with the Masons during the 
sale negotiations and our long 
good working relationship will 
continue into the future”. 

The Lodge is set in what is becoming a significant cultural precinct 
for Cairns close to the renewed Munro Martin Park and the Civic 
theatres. One door down from the Lodge in Minnie Street is St 
John’s Anglican Church.  These with St Monica’s buildings (and the 
Cairns Post office) are among the few surviving inter war Cairns 
structures of architectural significance.  
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70-76 Maher Road, Gordonvale, Qld 4865 
www.heritagebradyfunerals.com.au   4056 1627 

Celebrating Life  Giving Thanks 

Funeral Home | Crematorium | 300 Seat 

Air Conditioned Chapel | After Funeral 

Catering Facilities | Large Off Street Car 

Parking | Quiet Peaceful Surroundings  

Burial  |  Cremation  |  Pre Paid Funerals   

A Catholic Family serving all areas of the Cairns Diocese 

Locally Owned and Operated by the Heritage Family 

 

DIDGE PLAYERS BOUND FOR GAMES 
OPENING CEREMONY
Media Release from Catholic Education Services (adapted) 8th February 2018
The tyranny of distance could well have cruelled the opportunity 
of a lifetime for two Indigenous boys from Mount St Bernard Col-
lege Herberton who were chosen to perform in the Opening Cer-
emony of the Commonwealth Games on the Gold Coast in April.

However, the performance aspirations of these senior students 
have been thrown a lifeline by a friend and former colleague of 
Cairns Catholic Education.

To take part in the dream opportunity, Keane Ryan and Mathew 
Ederer, both 17, would be required to attend rehearsal sessions on 
the Gold Coast over a six-week period in the lead up to the April 
4 event.

Such a long absence from their senior schooling would come at 
a damaging cost to their education, but now the boys will be able 
to attend school at St Edmund’s College, Ipswich as well as realise 
their dream, thanks to Principal, Diarmuid O’Riordan and the St 
Edmund’s College community.

Formerly the Deputy Executive Director of Catholic Education 
Services in Cairns, Diarmuid took up the position of Principal at 
St Edmund’s last year to be closer to family. However, his Far North 
Queensland Catholic Education family remains close to his heart.

In a typical display of cooperation and support between Catho-
lic school communities regardless of where they are located, Di-
armuid and Mount St Bernard College Principal, David Finch 
brokered an arrangement so that Keane and Mathew can contin-
ue their schooling at St Edmund’s, around rehearsals. Although 

only at the school for some of their 
time away, both principals view this 
as a tremendous opportunity to 
share cultures and open a dialogue 
between indigenous boarders at 
Mount St Bernard College and the 
students at St Edmund’s College.

Mathew is a local Tablelands boy 
and Keane is from Santa Teresa in 
Central Australia. Both boys have 
been founding members of the 
Didge Kids and boarders at Mount 
St Bernard College since Year 8 and 
both are members of the College’s 
student leadership group this year.

David Finch, members of Mount St 
Bernard’s Transition team and the 
St Edmund’s College community 

are assisting with accommodation and chaperoning to make the 
opportunity a reality.

Keane and Mathew are very excited to have been selected for a role 
in the Opening Ceremony and grateful to those who are working 
hard behind the scenes to bring their dream to fruition. 

Both boys are seeking fundraising and sponsorship opportunities 
to assist with the costs involved to make this once in a lifetime 
opportunity happen.

L – R Matthew Ederer, 
Keane Ryan 
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“WOMEN OF THE GULF” GO TO PRINT!

INTERPRETING THE YEAR OF YOUTH 
ARTWORK – CHRIST OUR JOY

Written by Sue Clark (Gulf Savannah parishioner)

Written by Anne Chellingworth (Diocesan Youth Ministry Coordinator)

“Gulf Women -   Voices from Remote North West Queensland” is a 
published book that details the experiences of women of the Gulf. 
The Gulf Savannah parish’s own Sr. Irene Harrison has contributed 
to this recently released book. 

“Gulf Women” was launched in September 2017 in Burketown and 
much to the delight of the “Lower Gulf Community Group” who 
published the book, has nearly sold out.  The second print is expected 
in March.   All profits will be returned to the community.  

Sr. Irene’s contribution focuses on three questions she often is asked.   
1. Do you get bored? 2. What do you do? And 3. Do you get lonely or 
scared? Sr. Irene answers these questions with humour and warmth. 
Many of Sr. Irene’s ‘flock’ also contributed to the book.

Hannah Crisp from Lorraine Station wrote of her many years on 
cattle stations with her husband and three sons.   Many stories were 
laugh out loud funny.  

Tess Arnold who presently lives at 
Gregory Downs Station, but spent 
many years at Wrotham Park 
Station told of her family’s brush 
with royalty and a reptile.

Annie Clarke who lives at 
Brinawa Station could not have 
imagined when she was growing 
up in the USA that she would 
become the Mayor of an isolated 
shire (Croyden) in outback 
Australia.   

‘Gulf Women’ is available in 
Cairns, Yungaburra, and Chillagoe 
or by contacting thegulfwomen@
gmail.com

Some young people (dots) are sustained around 
communities through sacrament and the Holy 
Spirit (water, fire and light). Others may be 
isolated or distant, closer or further away from 
the central figures. All are integral to creating 
one vibrant image of Church. 

The Cross extends to the borders of the 
painting. At its centre is the Heart of God, Jesus 
and Mary. It reaches all young people, those in 
communities and those in-between. The Cross 
breaches the edge of the painting, calling us 
into the peripheries, to New Horizons.

Year of Youth posters are available for 
distribution throughout our communities.  
If you would like some for your workplace 
or gathering space, please contact Anne on 
achellingw@cairns.catholic.org.au or 4046 
5625.

Christ our Joy was commissioned 
by the Australian Catholic Bishops 
for the Year of Youth to inspire 
new horizons for spreading joy. The 
central figure of Jesus, risen and 
glorified, has an arm pointing to God 
the Father. His other arm reaches 
toward Mary His Mother, and to the 
Church, drawing us to Him.

The central pink circle represents the 
Heart of God. Storylines of different 
lengths and shapes lead to and from 
the central Heart of God, representing 
our differing journeys and pathways 
to God. 

The many dots and circles represent 
young people and the Church. The 
size, shapes and colours of the dots are 
as many and varied as young people, 
their backgrounds and stories. 

‘Christ Our Joy’  Artist: Amunda Gorey, Alice Springs.
“Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, 

 who leads us in our faith and brings it to perfection: 
 for the sake of the joy which lay ahead of him” Hebrews 12:2
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES IN OUR 
EDUCATION COMMUNITYWritten Sarah Griffiths | Digital Media Officer

2018 sees five new principals taking the helm from the start of this 
year, bringing with them a wealth of knowledge and experience to 
our region.

Mrs Donna Maxstead is Principal at St Joseph’s Atherton and in 
her leadership career has been principal of St Joseph’s Catholic 
School, Oberon, New South Wales, Sacred Heart School Corryong, 
Victoria, St Mary’s Primary School Charleville, Queensland and St 
Patrick’s Primary School Mitchell, Queensland. 

Mr Greg Hoare is now Principal of St Rita’s, South Johnston, 
after two years at St Michael’s, Gordonvale. Taking his place at 
St Michael’s is Mr Gary Recklies. Mr Recklies was Principal at St 
Michael’s Catholic School on Palm Island where he served the 
community for 8 years. 

A Transition Team has been appointed at Good Counsel College, 
Innisfail for the first half of 2018, in a revitalisation of the College. 
The senior leadership team comprises Ms Dora Luxton as Acting 
Principal and serving alongside her are experienced educators and 
leaders, Mr Bob Knight and Deacon Michael Lindsay. Ms Luxton 
is an experienced educational leader with over 20 years of principal 
experience in various principal roles across NSW and Queensland. 

Mr Knight is an experienced secondary educator and leader, 

having served two principalships across Queensland; at Gilroy 
Santa Maria College, Ingham and St Joseph’s School, Stanthorpe. 

Deacon Michael Lindsay was Principal of St Joseph’s Primary 
School, Atherton for the previous two years. Prior to that he was 
Assistant Principal - Religious Education at St Stephen’s Catholic 
College, Mareeba and held leadership roles at St Augustine’s 
College and St Andrew’s Catholic College.

Mrs Majella Lynch-Harlow is leading Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart School, Thursday Island. Previously she was Assistant 
Principal Religious Education at St Francis School, Ayr where she 
was very active in her school and parish as Indigenous Education 
Coordinator and school representative on the Parish Council. 
Prior to that Majella was Principal of Canossa Primary School, 
Trebonne.

The central education office has seen the resignation, after many 
years of service to the Cairns Diocese, of Assistant Executive 
Director Identity and Mission, Colin Harvey, who has moved to 
Brisbane to be closer to family.

Catholic Education Services has also undergone a restructuring 
to better serve the needs of students and schools. The newly 
created role of Director of Student Wellbeing and Diversity reflects 
the prioritising of this area in accordance with CES’s Strategic 
Directions. It has been filled by Mr Tom O’Donnell, who brings 
with him a wealth of knowledge from his previous roles including 
that of Director Student Services, Holy Spirit College, Manager 
Student Services Department Education & Training and Director 
Flexible Learning Centre, Department of Education and Training.

EXCITING START TO THE  
YEAR OF YOUTH Written by Anne Chellingworth (Diocesan Youth Ministry Coordinator)

37 young people and leaders from our diocese attended the Year 
of Youth launch in Sydney during the Australian Catholic Youth 
Festival last December.  The launch was part of the final Mass 
and concert held at The Domain, with an amazing congregation 
of over 18,000. Over the three days of the festival, participants 
could choose from a variety of activities including workshops, 
talks, social justice projects, Q&A sessions with bishops, concerts 
and different prayer experiences, all spread throughout Olympic 
Park.  The huge, concert-like plenary gatherings held in Qudos 
Bank Arena were the high points of each day.  Following are some 
insights from young participants:

“Although the ACYF is a Catholic festival, you don’t need to be a 
devoted Catholic to attend or enjoy it.  Many of the topics were 
relevant to any young person and it was an opportunity to be part of 
something bigger than yourself.  We felt really blessed to have been to 
ACYF and we encourage students to look at making the trip to Perth 
for the 2019 ACYF.”  - Gerard O’Brien, Year 10 student, St Mary’s 
Catholic College.

“There was so much to love about the 2017 Australian Catholic Youth 
Festival! It is almost impossible to pick a favourite part because I 
was enjoying every second of it. The thousands of energetic young 
people in one space, made the atmosphere almost electric with joy. 
One of the highlights of ACYF for me, was the final concert and Mass 
at the Domain. Receiving Holy Communion from the Archbishop 
of Sydney was a very special moment for me. Seeing Matt Maher 
perform live over the three days was also truly amazing because he 
is so talented, down to earth and his music speaks to the hearts of so 
many people.” - Taylah Phelan, Yr 12 student, St Stephen’s Catholic 
College.

“One of the main lessons that I have learnt is that God already has a 
plan for my whole life.  He already knows all the mistakes I will make 
and every single thing that there is to know about me. I can’t wait 
to see what the Lord has planned for me in the future”. – Makala 
Meaney, Atherton Parish

“The festival truly was an eye-opening couple of days of music, games, 
awe-inspiring people and stories as well as being one of the most 
enjoyable ways to make new friends”. – Lauren Davis, Malanda-
Milla Milla Parish

Aussie Bishops enjoying a Festival 
Plenary Concert
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2018 EASTER MASS TIMES
PARISH HOLY THURSDAY GOOD FRIDAY HOLY SATURDAY EASTER 

SUNDAY

CAIRNS: St Monica's Cathedral, 
181 Abbott St. 

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7pm

9am Morning Prayer -Bishop’s 
House Chapel (entry via house 

front door or parish office); 
11am Stations of the Cross then 
Reconciliation; 3pm Passion of 
the Lord then Reconciliation

Morning Prayer 9am Bishop’s 
House Chapel (entry via house 

front door or parish office), 
Reconciliation 11.30am-

12.30pm; Easter Vigil & Mass 
7pm

6.30am, 10am, 
5pm

ATHERTON: St Joseph's, 28 
Mabel St

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7pm

Stations of the Cross 10am; 
Passion of the Lord 3pm 

(Reconciliation before and after 
both.)

Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 9.30am

BABINDA: St Rita's 15, Church St Mass of the Lord's Supper 
6pm Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm 8am

BAMAGA: St Stephen's, Lui St

Monday 26th April 6.30pm  
Palm Sunday celebration: 

Tuesday 27th April 6.30pm 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper

CARDWELL: Our Lady Star of 
the Sea, 121 Victoria St Passion of the Lord 3pm 9.30am

CHILLAGOE:  St Nicholas of 
Tolentino and Bl Mother Mary 
of the Cross, 24-28 Queen St

Passion of the Lord 3pm

Liturgy of the 
Word with 

Communion 
9am

COOKTOWN: St Mary's, 
Furneaux St 

The Lord's Supper 
Liturgy of the Word with 

Communion 6pm
Stations of the Cross 3pm Liturgy of the Word with 

Communion 6pm

CROYDON:  St Margaret's, Lot 
9, Allridge St. NO EASTER SERVICES

DIMBULAH:  St Anthony’s, 
Raleigh St 

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7pm

Stations of the Cross 9am; 
Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 8am

EARLVILLE:  Our Lady Help of 
Christians, 18 Balaclava Rd.

Mass of the Lord's Supper  
6pm

Stations of the Cross 10am, 
Reconciliation 10.30-11.30am, 

Passion of the Lord 3pm,  
Reconciliation 4-5pm

Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm 8am

EDMONTON (Bentley Park):  
St Therese's, 135 Robert Rd. 

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7pm

Stations of the Cross 11am, 
Passion of the Lord 3pm, 

Reconciliation 4-5pm
Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm

8.30am; NO 
EVENING 

MASS
EL ARISH: Our Lady of Fatima, 10am
FORSAYTH:  St Augustine of 
Canterbury NO EASTER SERVICES

FRESHWATER:  Sacred Heart, 
Duffy St Stations of the Cross 9am 7am

GEORGETOWN:  St Patrick’s, 
88 High St. NO EASTER SERVICES

GORDONVALE:  St Michael's, 
4 Muir St.

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7pm

Stations of the Cross 9am 
then Reconciliation till 11am, 
Passion of the Lord  3pm then 

Reconciliation till 5pm

Reconciliation 11am-12md; 
Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 8am

GREGORY DOWNS NO EASTER SERVICES

HAMMOND ISLAND:  St 
Joseph the Worker

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
5.30pm

Stations of the Cross 10am and 
Reconciliation 8am

HERBERTON:  St Patrick's, 2 
Moffat St. 

Ecumenical Stations of the Cross 
at MSB 10.30am begins at MSB 8am

HORN ISLAND:  Holy Family, 
Outie St. 10am

INNISFAIL:  Mother of Good 
Counsel, 90 Rankin St 

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7.30pm

Stations of the Cross 10.30am; 
Reconciliation 11.30am;  Passion 

of the Lord  3pm
Easter Vigil & Mass 8pm 9am

KARUMBA:  St James and St 
John's, 59 Yappar St NO EASTER SERVICES
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PARISH HOLY THURSDAY GOOD FRIDAY EASTER 
SUNDAY

KURANDA:  St Christopher's, 
20 Barang St Stations of the Cross 3pm 6pm

MALANDA:  St James's, 7 
Monash Ave

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7pm Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm TBD 7am or 

10.30am
MAREEBA:  St Thomas of 
Villanova,57 Constance St 

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7pm

Stations of the Cross 9am;  
Passion of the Lord  3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 10am

MERCY PLACE WESTCOURT:  
Trinity Chapel, 257 Gatton St

Stations and Veneration of the 
Cross 10am 10am

MILLAA MILLAA:  St Rita of 
Cascia, 21 Coral St Stations of the Cross 10.30am 10.30am

MISSION BEACH:  Holy Spirit, 
cnr Webb & Beadman Rds Passion of the Lord 3pm 7am

MOSSMAN:  St Augustine's, 
24b Grogan St 

Monday 26th 6pm 2nd Rite 
of Reconciliation; Thursday 

29th Mass of the Lord's 
Supper 6.30pm

Stations of the Cross 10am Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 7am

MOURILYAN:  Christ the King, 
10 Harbour Rd

No Mass; see 
Innisfail or Sth 

Johnstone
MOUNT GARNET:  Holy 
Rosary, 3 Opal St Stations of the Cross 9am 8am

NORMANTON:  Our Lady 
Help of Christians, 26 Dutton St NO EASTER SERVICES

NORTH CAIRNS: Mother of 
Good Counsel, 394 Sheridan St 

2nd Rite of Reconciliation 
Monday 19th 6pm ; Mass 
of the Lord's Supper 7pm

Stations of the Cross 10am; 
Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 5.30pm

PARRAMATTA PARK:  St 
Joseph's, Cnr Draper & Loeven Sts

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
5.30pm: Mass of the Lord's 

Supper 7pm 
(Indian Community)

Stations of the Cross 2.30pm 
followed by the Passion of the 

Lord; and at 6pm Passion of the 
Lord (Indian Community)

Reconciliation: (Cathedral 
11.30am to 12.30pm); Easter 

Vigil & Mass 6.30pm 
(Indian Community)

8.30am

PORT DOUGLAS:  St Mary's, 2 
Endeavour St Passion of the Lord 3pm 9am

RAVENSHOE:  St Teresa of the 
Child Jesus , 21 Moore St

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7pm

Passion of the Lord 3pm, 
followed by Ecumenical Stations 

of the Cross
Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm

REDLYNCH:  All Saints Chapel, 
St Andrews College, Intake Rd 10am

SILKWOOD:  St John the 
Evangelist, Harold St

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
6pm Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm

SOUTH JOHNSTONE:  St 
Rita's, 5 Green St 7am

STRATFORD:  St Augustine's, 
23 Kamerunga Rd Stations of the Cross 10am 10.30am

THURSDAY ISLAND:  Sacred 
Heart, Douglas St 

Mass of the Lord's Supper  
7pm Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm

TRINITY PARK:  Holy Cross, 
Reed Rd,

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7pm

Ecumenical Stations of the Cross 
11.30am; Passion of the Lord 

3pm

Morning Prayer and blessing of 
Easter food 9am, Easter Vigil & 

Mass 7pm
8.30am

TULLY:  St Clare of Montefalco, 
13 Mars St 

Mass of the Lord's Supper  
7pm

Stations of the Cross 10am; 
Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm

WEIPA:  St Joseph's, Boundary Rd Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7.00pm

Stations of the Cross 8.30am; 
Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm 8.30am

WEST CAIRNS:  Cnr Mayers & 
Atkinson Sts 

Mass of the Lord's Supper  
7.30pm

Stations of the Cross 11am, 
Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm

8am; NO 
EVENING 

MASS

YUNGABURRA:  St Patrick's, 3 
Mulgrave Rd Stations of the Cross 3pm 9am

Information is also available at (07) 4051 1990 or 
www.cairns.catholic.org.au
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ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S PARISH,  
WEST CAIRNS ….PLANNING FOR 2018  

CATHOLIC MISSION’S WORK WITH CHILDREN
Written by Anna Jimenez (Diocesan Director, Catholic Missions)

Written by Peter Buckley (parishioner)

Last November our parishioners gathered for a very enjoyable 
evening to celebrate our community’s successes during the past 
year and to set goals and a wishlist for our continuing efforts and 
resources for 2018. 

The issues raised then, were the agenda items for the parish 
community February meeting, where the matters were discussed 
and plans made to progress these items to fruition or to set a 
framework for ongoing tasks. The community will now work 
toward these goals and we pray for the successful outcome of our 
endeavours to continue building a prayerful, happy, generous and 
vibrant parish.  

Some areas being addressed concern: 

1. A Parish retreat

2. Addressing one of the Five Key Pastoral Priorities (Building 
Our Sense of Community) in Diocesan Pastoral Plan 2016-
2019.  Goal #5 of that document identifies that: Parishes and 
their schools work in close cooperation toward shared goals.  SFX 

Socktober Campaign

School communities across the Catholic Diocese of Cairns joined 
Catholic Mission throughout World Mission Month last October to 
Sock it to Poverty in prayer and fundraising and support children like 
Harriet in Bujuni, Uganda.

Harriet is a Grade 6 student who attends school at St Teresa’s Primary 
School. She spends four hours walking to and from school every day. 
After school, before she completes her homework, Harriet helps her 
family to collect water for their basic needs. This daily routine involves 
walking for another ninety minutes up and down the hill until they 
reach a very small creek to access water to use for drinking, cooking 
and washing.  

Mission in 360

Harriet has generously shared this experience with us by recording 
this part of her day in video. Using our Mission in 360 virtual reality 
goggles, Catholic Mission visited some schools around the diocese 
with the support of the Cairns Diocesan Youth Ministry Coordinator, 
Anne Chellingworth and volunteers.  Students experienced, in virtual 
reality, a day with Harriet in less than 8 minutes!

The opportunity to visit schools and bring Mission in 360 to the 
students proved to be a wonderful experience for our children to 
develop an awareness of how different life is in other countries like 
Uganda, and to appreciate the many blessings we have living here in 
Australia.    

Children helping children 

Harriet and her story has inspired the children from our school 
communities in Cairns to raise money and help children around the 
world who are, like Harriet, living in challenging situations.  With the 
support of the school leadership team, children across the Catholic 
Diocese of Cairns supported Catholic Mission’s work with children 
by holding different and innovative fundraising activities during the 
October World Mission Month. Catholic Mission also launched a 
Family Photo Fundraising initiative in partnership with NorthPoint 
Photos. Nearly 50 families supported this initiative and we raised over 
$9,000 for our Sock it to Poverty campaign! 

The generosity of our 
children and their families 
will make the love of 
Jesus known to children 
in remote communities, 
refuges, orphanages and 
homes for people with 
disabilities, and those 
living on the streets 
around the world. On 
behalf of these children, 
we THANK YOU for 
sharing the love of God 
with them!

parish community is working 
on answering the question 
What are the shared goals and 
what closer cooperation can be 
fostered in 2018 and beyond? 

3. Ongoing adult education 
sessions and courses 
throughout the year. 

4. Shared responsibility and 
involvement with regard to 
parish facilities and activities. 

Congratulations also to Niamh and Amy (pictured), our new Altar 
Servers. Also sincere congratulation to the very many younger 
parishioners who prayerfully and happily participate in the liturgy, 
children’s liturgy, hospitality, working bees and fundraisers. The 
future of our parish is in very good hands! 

Parish get-together participants : Vince, Estela, Jackie and Trevor.

Congratulations to our 
new Altar Servers  -  
Niamh and Amy

Parish get-together participants : Leonie, Julianne, Lalania, 
Rosa and Carmel.

L-R Anna Jimenez and Anne 
Chellingworth with Mission in 
360 students 
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Tully parishioners along with Fr. Hilary conducted 
the All Souls Mass at the Tully Cemetery during 
November last year. Fr. Hilary blessed the 
surrounding graves as well as the parishioners 
who were present.  

Fr Hilary’s Homily was about the connection of 
death and love. After Mass, parishioners were 
invited to spend some time reflecting on their 
deceased loved ones.

Diocesan Finance & Administration staff asked the question of themselves 
this Lent…. Are you wondering about how to do something meaningful to 
help others during Lent? In response to this question, they looked to see what 
their neighbours across the road at St John’s Anglicare North Queensland 
Outreach Shop are doing for the wider community. Moreover, how they 
might contribute to supporting low/limited income and homeless people 
who frequent the local area around St John’s and St Monica’s churches.

Finance and Administration staff agreed that during each week of Lent, to 
bring in an offering of a non-perishable food item or two (e.g. tinned food 
with ring-pull top, toothpaste, hygiene products, soap etc.)  With a number 
of collection points around the Cathedral precinct, collected donations 
were taken over each week to support the Anglicare Food Bank.

Marcia Rawnsley, Friday supervisor said, “We really appreciate and thank 
you all for what you are doing. We have noticed that this year there has been 
a big jump in people needing assistance just for the ordinary things that we 
take for granted. Your contributions will help to replenish our low stocks.”

If you are interested in finding out more donating to St John’s shop please 
see https://www.anglicarenq.org.au/community-support/community-
outreach

The demand for Christmas hampers grows each year. In 2017, the St Brigid’s Conference 
Christmas hamper team prepared and distributed 360 hampers. These were differing 
size hampers according to the need for single persons, couples and many families.

The Conference is most grateful for the support and donations of food and gifts 
generously made by the students and families of both primary and secondary Catholic 
schools in the city area, as well as the Masonic group, a Lions Club and a number of 
businesses. 

The Conference wishes to thank all donors, volunteers, Conference members, staff, and 
members of the Society for their hard work and support for this very worthwhile work 
of the Conference. 

HAPPENINGS ACROSS DIOCESE
ALL SOULS MASS AT THE TULLY CEMETERY

LENT IS NOT JUST ABOUT ‘GIVING UP’ BUT CAN BE ABOUT ‘GIVING TO’ 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE AT CHRISTMAS - ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Written by Elsie Butler (Vincentian St Brigid’s Conference)

Each year St Monica’s College welcomes new staff and 
students as part of the Opening Mass celebrations.

New staff and students process into the Cathedral and are 
welcomed by their Student House Captain with a handshake 
and the gift of a bookmark. 

This simple ritual marks the beginning of the student or staff 
member’s journey at the College. The circle is complete when, 
at the end of the Graduation Mass in Year 12, the students 
walk back down the Cathedral aisle ready to begin the next 
stage in their journey. 

WELCOME & RITUAL AT ST MONICA’S COLLEGE, OPENING MASS 2018
Written by Adrien Innes-Simpson (Assistant Principal Religious Education)

L-R Rebecca Rawlings, Olivia Barling and Zarah Lindsay with their 
bookmarks 
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After accepting Bishop Foley’s invitation to tour the newly acquired Masonic Lodge, Siobhan O’Donnell from Centacare made the 
following comments and interesting explanations from researching the web. 

Photo 1: A Catholic Bishop traditionally uses the robes Bishop 
Foley is wearing when they consecrate an altar.  It protects the 
vestments from the oil. These same arm guards/cuffs and apron, 
are similar to those used for ceremonies in the Masonic Lodge.

Photo 2: According to http://freemasoninformation.
com/2009/03/the-checkered-flooring/ the checkered floor 
is supposed to represent “the ground floor of King Solomon’s 
Temple” and is “emblematic of human life, checkered with good 
and evil.” 

Photo 3: From http://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.
com/square-and-compasses.html the square and compass 
are: “In speculative Freemasonry, this emblematic symbol is used 
in Masonic ritual. The Square is an emblem of virtue in which 
we must “square our actions by the square of virtue with all 
mankind”. The Compasses exemplify our wisdom of conduct, 
the strength to “circumscribe our desires and keep our passions 
within due bounds”. When these 2 Masonic tools are placed 
together with God (the Creator) as our central focal point... (just 
as King Solomon built God’s Temple, first... and then built his 
house around it), peace and harmony is the result.” 

So what looks like a standard building inside is full of history 
and tradition. A wonderful new acquisition by the Catholic 

Diocese of Cairns.   In addition, Siobhan observed, “There is even room under the stairs for all the 
Harry Potter Fans out there”

I have been fortunate to be part of Catholic Education throughout my schooling so 
moving from St Gerard Majella to St Mary’s this year has been an exciting but nerve 
wracking experience. 

St Mary’s has encouraged us to prioritise what is important and focus on settling into our 
new community. I have quickly learned that being organised is an essential part of being 
successful in high school. I use my diary several times each day, which has been a great 
way to track my homework and to make notes to follow-up on. 

It has been amazing to experience new subjects, different teachers and make new friends. 
I am particularly enjoying music and am excited for when I do cooking and a new 
language. Lunch times are spent playing on our beautiful grounds. 

There are so many opportunities for physical activity, which I love.  Most of my friends 
also came to St Mary’s, which has made my transition into high school even more 
enjoyable. Together we are excited to get involved in the huge range of opportunities St 
Mary’s offers.

COMMENCING SECONDARY SCHOOL AT ST MARY’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE

WHAT I DIDN’T KNOW ABOUT FREEMASONRY

Written by Lila Hodge (Year 7) 

Photo 1

Photo 2

Photo 3

On the weekend of the 3rd & 4th February all Masses in the 
Tully and Silkwood Parishes were to pray to stop the bullying 
cancer that is widespread in society.  

All parishioners were encouraged to wear something BLUE as a 
mark of respect to all who have either died or been traumatised 
by bullying.  Fr. Hilary gave a Homily on the subject and Tania 
Gilbert (Pastoral Care) and Bob McIlroy delivered reflections.  

Tania spoke about different types of bullying and the definition 
of bullying and spoke about the role of the Pastoral Care staff 
who work across the diocese and the support they can offer. 

Bob spoke about bullying, ranging from domestic violence, 
school bullying, cyber bullying through to road rage and wider 
community experiences.  Bob also spoke about instances in his 
personal life where bullying had a major, traumatic and tragic 
effect on his family and himself.

TULLY & SILKWOOD PARISHES TAKE A STAND ON BULLYING
Written by Bob McIlroy (Tully Parish Manager) 

Photo taken after the Cardwell Service where 
several parishioners stayed behind and had a yarn 
about bullying over a cuppa.
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As has happened in previous years, late in 2017 hampers were prepared and delivered. Without exception, all 22 hampers, large and 
small, were very gratefully accepted.  During this trip, discussions with people across the region, in the towns and on the stations, 
confirmed the advice that  had been given previously: namely that for most, cash is in very short supply and will be for quite a while 
until they fully recover from what was a very harsh and long running drought. 

Deacon Peter commented on those contributors to these hampers, “Once again, it was a blessing and a privilege to distribute these 
hampers on your behalf.  Thank you for showing that you care!”

Included with the hampers was this note that says it all...

Dear neighbours in the vast Gulf Savannah.

Greetings!

We are sending this very visible expression of our neighbourly care and support in the 
understanding that, while this year has been far better than the previous four-five years for 
most people in this region, it takes time, and a number of good years to recover from the effects 
of such a deep and long running drought.

We hope, therefore, that you will accept this hamper as an expression of our continuing 
concern and support and that you will enjoy, together with your loved ones, the ‘goodies’ 
herein as you celebrate Christmas.  Alternatively, if you are aware of someone or a family who 
might be finding it hard to celebrate Christmas for whatever reason, you might wish to ‘pay it 
forward’ in whole or in part.  

•  Organisations and individuals that have contributed to your hamper in some way include:

•  The Ravenshoe Community Drought Appeal

•  The Catholic Parishes of Yungaburra, West Cairns and Silkwood (the latter once again providing all 
the home cooked cakes and biscuits)

•  Sisters of Mercy in Herberton

•  The Rural Ministries Team

All involved extend to you our prayers and heartfelt ‘best wishes’ for a happy, holy and 
peaceful Christmas and for every blessing for 2018.  May it be a very good year for all!! 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS HAPPENED AGAIN IN THE GULF
Written by Deacon Peter de Haas 

Deacon Peter and 
his daughter Elisha 
preparing the hampers.

Diocesan Payroll Services is embracing the digital age and is 
having all payroll files actioned and stored electronically. 

To assist with this change in processes, a new printer/scanner has 
been purchased.  

This will result in efficiencies in time management and retrieval.

PAY OFFICE  
GOES PAPERLESS

Fr Neil Muir pressing the button for 
the first scan. 

On Thursday the 29th November 2017, volunteers gathered at Seville 
Mercy Conference Centre for a time of reflection and gratitude for 
this important ministry of service. Josette O’Donnell and Cathy 
Spencer (Pastoral Support Services) facilitated the day.  Volunteers 
in this ministry provide support for Mass and Liturgies at Bupa Mt 
Sheridan, Bupa Cairns and Farnorha RSL Home for Aged.

Anyone interested in participating in this ministry can contact Josette 
O’Donnell jodonnell1@cairns.catholic.org.au or 0429 699 913

PARISH PASTORAL MINISTRY TO 
THE AGED RETREAT DAY
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MOUNT ST BERNARD COLLEGE SKILL 
BUILDING AT CAMP PATERSON

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT CATHOLIC EARLY 
LEARNING AND CARE

Written by Jenny Rossiter (Middle Leader - Whole School Pastoral Care) 

Written by Sonia Maszak (Manager) 

Sleeping in canvas cabins, getting to know each other, taking part 
in team building activities including constructing survival shelters, 
raft building, learning new skills with mini-golf, canoeing and being 
creative with craft, all made for a full program at the 2018 Mount 
St Bernard Year 7 Orientation Camp, held from  22 - 25 January at 
Camp Paterson near Mareeba. 

The four-day experience was designed to allow students and staff 
time to develop positive relationships, learn expectations and settle 
in to “How To Be At MSB”. 

Activities were planned to increase self-awareness, teamwork, 
leadership and communication skills. Students were encouraged 
to participate in a variety of situations that involved trust, decision-
making and risk taking. This helped them to recognise the individual 
differences that make each of us unique.  At the end of every day, 
reflection booklets and group discussions, guided careful thought 
around what the students had learnt about themselves and others. 

Most residential students in this cohort are from regional and 
remote communities. As 11 and 12-year old’s, not only were they 
starting high school for the first time, for many of them this was 
their first foray off country and away from community, friends, and 
family. 

The MSB Orientation Camp provided a safe supportive environment 

As a division of the Diocese of Cairns, CELC is responsible for 
the management and operation of 11 Outside School Hours 
Care Services (OSHC) from as far north as Mossman to south of 
Cairns in Gordonvale. Two long day care services, one located in 
Redlynch and the other located in Cooktown, along with a stand-
alone Kindergarten in Silkwood.

2018 has brought with it new dynamics and changes for CELC. 
Sadly, Janelle Moro resigned, and Sonia Maszak has successfully 
obtained the role of CELC Manager. Sonia had previously worked 
at St Francis Xavier’s OSHC as the Coordinator. She also acted as 
Manager whilst Janelle was on maternity leave and continued in 
the office as Assistant Manager upon Janelle’s return. 

In January 2018, we welcomed Sarah Lovelady to our team, as 
the Manager OSHC Operations and Compliance. Sarah brings 
with her a wealth of knowledge and experience from her previous 
role as School Age Care Manager in Canberra. Please join me in 
welcoming Sarah to the team. Bev Western continues to work with 
our services and families to assist with the management of family 
accounts and fee payments.

This year is looking to be a very busy and exciting year ahead for 
CELC. St Joseph’s OSHC has commenced operating Before School 
Care as a trial for semester 1. This trial is to gauge whether or not 
the need and interest from the community is there. In addition, 
MacKillop Catholic College, Mt Peter,  OSHC will offer Vacation 
Care from the Easter School Holidays.

We will commence building a new 79-place long day care service 
at Mt Peter, alongside our outside school hours care service. We 
are expecting to open for operation in early 2019. This long day 
care service will be built with the prospect of extending in the 
future, as the community’s needs grow. 

We will have a strong focus on professional development and up 

skilling of our Educators, with emphasis on:

• Inclusion Support – how can we meet the growing needs of 
our children and their families;

• Mental health in young people and adults; and

• How to best support children who present with challenging 
behaviours 

Catholic Early Learning and Care prides itself on providing high 
quality care to meet the needs and interests of all children in our 
care and their families.  We are looking forward to expanding our 
services and striving to achieve on-going innovative practices 
throughout 2018. 

in which to begin to adjust to their new life in a residential setting. 
For the day students, it also allowed an opportunity to broaden their 
friendship groups and learn about their new classmates.

The positive experiences had, and relationships built, during these 
four days have already seen flow on benefits back at the College. 
Year 7 students are feeling more comfortable with class teachers, 
residential staff, members of the College Leadership and each other. 

What a great start to the New Year!

L-R Sonia and Sarah
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VALUING OUR DIVERSITY:  STUDENT 
BEATS THE ODDS Written by Ida Pinese (School Principal)

At the age of four, Jake Simpson, a 
year seven student at St Stephen’s 
Catholic College in Mareeba, 
had an accident with a horse. As 
a result of this accident, Jake has 
an Acquired Brain Injury, epilepsy 
and heart condition and was 
recently diagnosed with autism.  

Jake, however, has proved that 
these challenges are no barrier to 
achieving his dreams. Passionate 
about horses, Jake has overcome 
the disability caused by his fall to 
become a skilled and outstanding 
rodeo rider. In his short life, Jake 
has experienced great success in 
this field.

He has made an outstanding contribution to the sport of rodeo 
over the past five years achieving second overall in Australia for 
the Under 11 Steer Riding event at the Australian Bushman’s 
Campdraft and Rodeo Association (ABCRA) National Finals held 
in Tamworth, NSW in January 2017. 

Jake has had to overcome many barriers, and through the sport of 
rodeo, he has built his confidence and strives for success.  Riding 
in his home town of Mareeba has always been something Jake has 
done with great pride. This was never more so than when he won 
the Under 18 All Round Junior Cowboy title at the Mareeba Rodeo 
in 2013 - a title not won by many local competitors. 

From there, Jake went on to be the 2016 ABCRA North Qld Zone 
Under 11 Steer Riding champion, as well as, the 2016 ABCRA Far 
North Qld Zone Under 11 All Round Cowboy champion.  Jake also 
won the 2016 Northern Area Horse and Cattle Association Zone 
Under 11 Steer Riding title for the Far North Queensland Zone.  

Jake is aspiring to ride in the Professional Bull Riders competition 
when he is older, hoping to pursue a career in both Australia and 
America. His ‘never give up’ attitude and his absolute commitment 
to help and assist others behind the chutes has earned him the 
respect of the most hardened cowboys and stock contractors from 
across Australia.

In recognition of these outstanding feats at such a young age, Jake 
received a highly commended award in the category of Excellence 
in Sport (Junior) at the Mareeba Shire Council’s Australia Day 
celebrations. What is also remarkable about this young man is 
the unassuming manner in which he accepts these accolades. He 
continually demonstrates a humility in keeping with the Gospel 
values promoted by Catholic Education.  Jake is a great example of 
how our schools celebrate our diversity and value the uniqueness 
of each person, regardless of the obstacles faced on a daily basis. 
What a champion and role model for his peers!

739 Powley Road, Yungaburra QLD 4884
Telephone: (07)4095 3232
Facsimile: (07)4095 2050
Mobile: 0418 769 796 
Email: info@genazzanoretreat.com.au
Web: www.@genazzanoretreat.com.au
ABN 50681607010

For more info look at our website, contact us by email or 
speak to our on-site Caretakers on 0429351566 or Like us on 

Facebook:  

Genazzano Retreat Campground

Genazzano Camp Ground
Absolute Lake Frontage

- Level campsites, Camp kitchen 

- BBQs, H/C showers

- Powered & unpowered sites 

(Gens OK)

- Boat launching area

- Family friendly camping
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St Monica’s College 
Community welcomes 
Glen Carpenter as the 
new Assistant Principal 
for Administration.  In 
commenting on the 
role Glen said, “It is 
particularly exciting to 
work within a community 
that has such a long and 
proud tradition in Cairns.  
I am very much looking 
forward to working 
alongside our wonderful 
staff to provide the best 
possible education for all 
students, and to enable 
them to reach their 
potential whilst within 
our care.” 

“Whilst my role may not be particularly student orientated, I will 
be working towards ensuring that the professional environment in 
which our staff operate is efficient, effective and successful.   With 

There is an education revolution underway in Myanmar 
(formerly known as Burma).  As the nation began to open up 
after six decades of internal strife and military rule, the Catholic 
Church in Myanmar declared education to be its number one 
priority for building the nation and healing its wounds.

Today, thanks to the support of Australians through Catholic 
Mission, the Church in Myanmar is building the schools, 
training the teachers and implementing an all new system of 
child-centred education. 

Catholic Mission’s Church Appeal in 2018 aims to support this 
vital undertaking and bolster education and vocational training 
in a country still emerging from a traumatic past, the remnants 
of which are still very prevalent in many parts of Myanmar. 

The profound developments can already be seen in Hakha, in the 
mountainous north-west, where the diocese has built St John’s 

School, a non-government 
school catering to children 
from pre-kindergarten to 
grade one. Over 40 students 
are enrolled at the school, 
and they are taught with a 
child-centred approach, the 
Montessori Method being a 
classical example. 

‘Here at St John’s we try to 
make a difference because 
we focus on the child’s 
development,’ says Theresa 
Htua Swe, Principal of St 
John’s. ‘The students are 
enjoying the school. They can 
learn themselves individually. 
They can manage themselves.’

The approach to teaching 
is in stark contrast to the 

ST MONICA’S COLLEGE NEW APA

HEALING A NATION THROUGH EDUCATION

Written by Glen Carpenter (adapted by editorial staff)

Written by Catholic Mission Communications Team 

improved administrative practices, I am confident that we will 
only enhance the outstanding care and attention that is already 
shown to students.”  

Glen has worked within the education system for 20 years in 
both Australia and Ireland. His previous role was at St Mary’s 
College, Ipswich as the College Sport Leader for the last four 
years.  St Mary’s College was a similar size school that also 
followed in the Mercy traditions. Glen fully embraces the Mercy 
charisms and is committed in helping students fulfil the College 
values of faith, integrity, self-belief, courage, mercy and a great 
sense of community.  

Commenting on his short-term plans Glen said, “I will be 
concentrating on developing strong relationships with students and 
families and I would encourage the extended community to take the 
time to introduce themselves if they see me in passing.  I am also 
looking forward to engaging in as many opportunities in the College 
and the extended Cairns community as is possible.  If my first three 
weeks are anything to go by, I am delighted to be at St Monica’s 
College, as I have found it to be very rewarding, surrounded by 
motivated and supportive staff and students.  I am looking forward 
to joining the College community, in yet another successful and 
exciting year at St Monica’s College!”  

prevailing method of rote learning in government schools 
across Myanmar, which encourages the memorisation of content 
without any critical analysis. It teaches children to not question 
or necessarily understand what they are learning, simply to 
retain it. 

Father Lucas Sum, the Chancellor of the Hakha Diocese and 
one of the architects of the new education initiative, says the 
innovation is much-needed. ‘It has always been my dream to 
somehow change our way of teaching and learning here in the 
diocese and Myanmar,’ he says. 

St John’s School is staffed by five specially-trained teachers who 
have graduated from one of the Church’s two teacher training 
institutes. The Pyinya Sanyae Institute of Education has trained 
and despatched over 140 qualified teachers to eight of Myanmar’s 
dioceses. 

‘We train young people to be educators and then we send them 
out to remote areas,’ says Sister Grace Chia, Supervisor of the 
institute. ‘Our target group are children from disadvantaged and 
vulnerable backgrounds.  ‘They dare to dream the impossible dream 
… and in turn they go to the field and do the same for the children.’ 
Catholic Mission supports the training of teachers at PSIE and 
the construction of schools where they can ply their trade and 
make a positive impact on the lives of thousands of children. 

Myanmar’s first Cardinal, Charles Maung Bo, says the potential 
impact is wide-ranging. ‘In order to have peace, we need to 
have reconciliation and forgiveness, he says. ‘Where there is 
reconciliation, where there is forgiveness, we hope to gain peace. 
Education will make some progress toward that.”

‘Without the education of the children, Myanmar will not have a 
future at all. Because of that, we are grateful to Catholic Mission.’

For more information about the upcoming Church Appeal, 
phone Anna Jimenez on 0450213042 or email ajimenez@
catholicmission.org.au

Edna Galvin (Principal) and 
Glen Carpenter (Assistant 
Principal for administration)
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Retirement Planning

If you are over 50 and have not yet started to plan your retirement... do it 
now. Almost every client says the same thing to me, “if only I had come 
to see you sooner”.

• Retirement Goals –Is it travelling, shing spending more time with 
family?

• Accessing your Super- Avoid the traps.
• Transition to Retirement – Access your super while you are still 

working.
• Convert your Super to an Income Stream – Doing it the right way
• Centrelink  Aged Pension – We do all that for you too
• Protect your Wealth – Making sure it lasts the distance

Call us now and you can have your own
personal nancial planner – 40 521 950

Your first meeting is cost and obligation free

“We guarantee you satisfaction”

Phone: 07 40521950
Email: reception@stanancial.com.au
www.stanancial.com.au

Shane Tibbs  is a Suncorp Certied 
Financial Planner at 206 Buchan Street, 
Cairns. He has 27 years experience, helping 
people achieve their goals and retiring with 
a brighter future.

Retirement Planning

Shane Tibbs* is a Certified Financial Planner 
at 206 Buchan Street, Cairns Q. 4870. He has 
27 years experience, helping people achieve 
their goals and retiring with a brighter future.

Phone:  07 40521950
 reception@stafinancial.com.auEmail:

www.stafinancial.com.au

Shane Tibbs is an Authorised Representative of Ausure Pty Ltd   
ABN 94 096 971 854   AFSL 238433
Tricorp Financial Strategies Aust Pty Ltd   ABN 91 102 478 544 
trading as Shane Tibbs & Associates

“We guarantee you satisfaction”
If you are over 50 and have not yet started to plan your retirement, do it 
now.  Almost every client says the same thing to me, “if only I had come to 
see you sooner”.

  Retirement Goals – Is it travelling, fishing, spending more 

  time with family?

   Accessing your Super – Avoid the traps.

   Transition to Retirement –  Access your super while you 

  are still working.

   Convert your Super to an Income Stream – Doing it the 

  right way

   Centrelink Aged Pension – We do all that for you too

  Protect your Wealth – Making sure it lasts the distance

Call us now and you can have your own
personal financial planner – 40 521 950

Your first meeting is cost and obligation free*

WE PROVIDE EXPERT LEGAL ADVICE, QUEENSLAND-WIDE IN

Cnr Shields & Grafton Streets, Cairns QLD 4870

www.macdonnells.com.au

Your trusted advisors in the Far North for 132 years

4030 0600
MAL0565_CairnsDiocesanNewsd-134X190.indd   2 4/03/2015   1:17 am

Agribusiness   Building & Construction Law   Commercial & Property Law   Conveyancing     
Corporate Law   Family & Relationship Law   Dispute Resolution & Litigation

Employment Law   Workplace Health & Safety   Environmental Law   Franchising & 
Small Business Advisory   Government Advisory   Insurance & Workers Compensation 

Intellectual Property   Native Title & Cultural Heritage   Personal Injury Claims 
Planning & Development Advisory Projects   Probity & Procurement 

Wills & Estate Planning & Disputes
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Are stairs a problem?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call us today,  
and arrange a FREE in home demonstration and quote.

 

Have a seat... 
We’ll take it from here.

www.masterlifts.com.au

Master Lifts have a convenient answer,  
so you can stay in your double story home. 

 
• Wheelchair lifts 
• Home elevators 

• Pool lifts 
New and used options available.

 

07 40393100 www.pkbookkeeping.com

Phil : 0418 182 252
Osborne Construction Solutions
PO Box 464 Bungalow Qld 4870 

www.osborneconstructions.com
Email: phil@osborneconstructions.com

ABN: 58 151 699 704 QBCC Licence: 1209195

At St Augustine’s School, Mossman the commencement of 
the school year has been a busy time for teachers and school 
officers engaging in a number of significant professional learning 
workshops that build capacity in delivering the curriculum, 
supporting classroom management and empowering children in 
social and emotional development. 

The first workshop on the Tuesday explored strategies in delivering 
mathematics in new and challenging ways. Staff were able to 

TEACHERS AND SCHOOL OFFICERS 
LEARNING TOGETHER

consider options in teaching that takes maths out of a textbook 
and where it becomes an active subject. Breakaway sessions 
explored problem-solving strategies for upper and lower primary 
school levels.

Wednesday was the day that took staff away from curriculum and 
into the world of social and emotional development. Mrs Gayle 
Duncan and Mrs Jenny Williams unpacked a new resource called 
“Second Steps”. Mrs Duncan, the Leader of Social and Emotional 
Learning at St Augustine’s said; “The strength of the Second Steps 
program is that it has a shared language and a strategic sequence of 
pre-prepared lessons for the whole school to engage in. No longer is 
social and emotional learning a series of ad hoc lessons, but rather 
it is embraced as a significant aspect of student learning as students 
proceed through their primary school years.”

On Thursday, staff continued their week of learning when Mr 
Gary Hall from Catholic Education Services facilitated a session 
on student profiling. This session explored a variety of strategies 
and techniques for teachers and school officers to consider when 
encouraging students to engage in lessons, and when needed, to 
challenge students to refocus on the journey of learning and be 
cooperative class participants.

School Principal, Mr Paul Rayner remarked “…teachers and school 
officers have had a successful week in gaining skills and confidence. 
The students themselves become the beneficiaries of improved 
curriculum delivery and pastoral care that is an essential feature of 
school life within St Augustine’s”.

Written by Paul Rayner (School Principal)
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It was an honour to have been welcomed 
back to St Mary’s at the Welcoming Mass 
recently to represent the graduating 
cohort of 2017. Receiving an OP 1 and 
being awarded DUX of our College and 
Young Citizen of the Year, have been an 
unexpected and thrilling way to end my 
12 year journey in Catholic education. I 
now embark on a new journey as I move 
to Brisbane to study Medicine at QUT.

I congratulate my peers for the 
wonderful contribution they each made 
to our College. Completing Year 12 is not 

something that can, or should, be attempted alone. It goes without 
saying that we could not have done it without the ongoing support 
and encouragement of family, friends, and of course, the teachers 
and staff at St Mary’s. 

I sincerely thank and acknowledge the teachers who helped shape my 
high school years. I am grateful for their dedication and assistance, 
especially throughout Year 12. My endless questions and emails were 
always responded to promptly and with positivity by my teachers. I 
am grateful for their commitment, support and encouragement – 
many of my successes were defined by this ongoing support. 

Senior years at school are eventful, stressful and emotional; however, 
they are also very memorable and enjoyable. There was considerable 
hard work involved and many early mornings and late nights 
finishing assignments, revising for exams and practising musical 
instruments. Reflecting now, I am certain it was all worth it. 

What really made my years at St Mary’s so enjoyable was taking 
the great opportunities that this school has to offer, and becoming 
involved in the life of the College. Whether you’re interested in 
sports, leadership, dance, music, or public speaking, just to name a 
few, students should feel encouraged to make the most of their time 
at school.  

I am not here to just tell a story. There 
has to be a message right? So here it 
is! Take risks and most importantly, 
make mistakes. Let yourself make 
mistakes because that is the only 
way you are going to get better. 
Michael Kerr, author of The Humour 
Advantage once said, “Mistakes are 
life’s feedback — they are research; 
they are part of your education. If you 
aren’t ever making any mistakes, then 
chances are you aren’t taking any risks 
or trying anything new.”

Nevertheless, don’t take this the wrong way. Do not take the risk 
of missing the bus, and miss school! I mean, take a risk by raising 
your hand to answer a question. Take a risk by contributing to 
class discussions. Take a risk by honestly admitting that you don’t 
understand something. In addition, if you feel embarrassed, or 
if you answer wrong, just remind yourself that it is just an area 
for you to focus on and to practice. I have sure had my fair share 

of wrong answers and stupid questions. But in the end, that’s 
what made me learn.

Everyone…This year, I challenge you to own your mistakes. 
Don’t be embarrassed. Just remember, every single one of us 
makes mistakes, you just don’t see it all the time. I probably 
looked like I had my whole life together in Year 12, but I made 
mistakes every day. For example… I nearly skipped three pages 
of a year 12 biology exam. I broke two science beakers in one 
week. I accidentally sat in the wrong class until Mrs Johnston 
kicked me out. 

When you’re going through senior school, don’t look around 
and compare yourself to others. Don’t think that you’re the only 
one who’s making mistakes. It might seem like everyone has 
their life together, but really, most of us just hide our mistakes. 

There you have it. If you want to do well in school, if you’re going 
to do well in life, just take smart risks and let yourself make 
mistakes and finish strong. Thank you for listening, good luck, 
and I hope that just like me, you will all make some memorable 
mistakes this year.

THANKS AND REFLECTIONS FROM ST MARY’S 
CATHOLIC COLLEGE DUX 2017

THERE HAS TO BE A MESSAGE…

Written by Rachel Chan

On the 29th January 2018, at St Andrew’s Catholic College Academic Assembly (Year 12, 2017), the community was privileged to have 
Noa Coox our Joint Dux for 2017 reflect on her experience of College life. 

For appointments:
Ph: 4034 1880  Fax: 4034 2329  E: jeff.taylor.au@gmail.com

www.jefftaylorpsychiatry.com.au

•  Anxiety
•  Depression
•  Mood Disorders
•  PTSD (post traumatic 

 stress disorder)
•  Obsessive Compulsive

 Disorder

•  Specific Phobias
•  Treatment of Military & 

 Veteran related problems
•  Psychological problems 

 associated with physical  
 illness

Jeff Taylor Psychiatry

Dr Jeff Taylor wishes to 
advise that he conducts 
a home based practice in 
General Adult Psychiatry 
with special interest in 
Psychotherapy at 
7 East Parkridge Drive, 
Brinsmead, Cairns

Dr Jeff Taylor
M.B.B.S., D.P.M.,
F.R.A.N.Z.C.P., DipCH 

Dr Jeff Taylor has an interest in treating 
conditions including:

Written by Noa Coox
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CAIRNS DIOCESE PREPARES FOR PLENARY 
COUNCIL 2020 WITH A LISTENING SPIRIT

YEAR 12 RETREAT AT SEVILLE CAIRNS 2018.

Anne Chellingworth, Chair, Synod Permanent Committee.

Written by Matthew de Jong, Assistant Principal - Mission 

There is a palpable buzz across the Australian Church this year as preparations for the 2020 Plenary Council 
kick into gear.  The coming Plenary Council will be only the fifth of its kind in Australia’s history, with the last 
Plenary Council being held some eighty years ago in 1937.  A Plenary Council is decision-making in nature 
and will bear significant and lasting consequences for the life of Australian Catholics.  With the cultural reform 
of the Church on the table it is imperative that all voices across our Church landscape are heard. 

Our local preparations begin this year with a shift from our customary once-a-year Synod, (where clergy 
and nominated parish delegates attend a whole-of-diocese event), to a series of deanery gatherings open 
to all voices.  These gatherings will adopt a process of reflection, listening and discernment, enabling the 
Church of Cairns to make a meaningful contribution to the national conversation.  Our focus this year will 
be on ‘Synodality’, a Vatican II theme renewed by Pope Francis: 

“A synodal Church is a Church which listens, which realises that listening ‘is more than simply hearing’.  It is a 
mutual listening in which everyone has something to learn.  The faithful people, the college of bishops, the Bishop 
of Rome: all listening to each other, and all listening to the Holy Spirit, the ‘Spirit of truth’, in order to know what 
[the Spirit] ‘says to the Churches’. 

The Australian Catholic Bishops recognise the importance of hearing the sensus fidelium, the sense of the faithful, at this point in the 
Church’s history.  Our increasingly secular culture, compounded by The Royal Commission Recommendations, makes it clear that ‘business 
as usual’ is not possible nor even desirable for the Church.  Again, Francis provides some wisdom here: “To find what the Lord asks of his 
Church today, we must lend an ear to the debates of our time and perceive the ‘fragrance’ of the [people] of this age, so as to be permeated with 
their joys and hopes, with their griefs and anxieties.” 

Deanery gatherings will be held simultaneously in Atherton, Innisfail and Seville on the evenings of August 1st and August 15th.  
Please RSVP for catering purposes to your local contact by July 27th.  Western Deanery - Rhiana Meaney (07) 40 911 1125 or email 
atherton.parish@cairns.catholic.org.au ; Northern Deanery – Hugh O’Brien 0401 754 863 or email hobrienrrl@hotmail.com; Southern 
Deanery – To Be Advised  For more information, please contact Anne Chellingworth achellingw@cairns.catholic.org.au  or Cathy 
Spencer pastoralss@cairns.catholic.org.au

On Wednesday 7th February the Mount St Bernard’s year 12 cohort, 
accompanied by Jenny Rossiter, Malcolm Fahey, Nicola Pett, Jessica 
Hay, Andrew Bowden, David Finch and Matthew de Jong travelled 
to Seville Mercy Conference Centre for the annual M.S.B. year 12 
retreat. 

With facilitation from Chris Mitchell (Lighthouse Leadership), the 
students, over the course of the three days, participated in many 
team building activities, and sessions exploring and discovering their 
leadership potential. (Pictured)  Chris was able to bring out from all 
students a realisation that they all have untapped potential, and he 
gave them some skills, so they could start to realise this potential. 

The accommodation provided by Seville was excellent, comfortable 
and secure. The catering left no one hungry or unsatisfied and the 
program led by Chris Mitchell was challenging yet rewarding for our 
students.

All sessions involved a presentation by Chris, games, team building 
activities tied to the theme of the particular session, challenges and 

small group discussions. Wednesday evening, David  Finch led the 
session, which was based around the movie “Simon Birch “which 
explores one’s purpose in life, which matched the theme of the retreat 
very well.   On Thursday evening, we participated in a Eucharistic 
celebration led by Fr. Robert Greenup OSA and Deacon Alban Hunt. 

The year 12 students participated willingly and enthusiastically and 
grew somewhat over the course of the three days.
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MISSION IN THURSDAY ISLAND
Written by Anna Jimenez (Diocesan Director, Catholic Missions)

Anna Jimenez, Diocesan Director for Catholic Mission, with 
the generous support of Catholic Education Services, joined the 
Catholic community of Thursday Island from 27 to 29 October 
2017 for their World Mission Sunday celebrations. 

Catholic Mission brought “Mission in 360” to Our Lady of 
the Sacred Heart School. The school community enjoyed 
spending a day in the life of Harriet from Bujuni, Uganda, 
viewed through the lens of 360 virtual reality (VR) goggles. The 
students especially found this a great experience to watch. It 
was also amazing how students can easily connect to Harriet 
and understand the difference between Bujuni, Uganda and 
Thursday Island, Australia.  

Following this experience, Catholic Mission brought a few 
mystery bags and played a guessing game with the students.  
Students were asked to guess what was in the bag and upon 
taking the item out, they shared what the item meant to them 
and what it might mean to Harriet.  

During the parish visit, Catholic Mission was given the 
opportunity to speak at the Sunday morning Mass to thank the 
Thursday Island community for supporting the work of Catholic 

Mission in the past. Catholic Mission also shared about the 
featured project in Vietnam for 2017 World Mission Appeal.  

This particular parish in our diocese is a mission field itself. 
Situated in a very remote location, our brothers and sisters in 
Thursday Island have a lot of potential to be involved in the area 
of spirituality and faith.  As we celebrate Easter, let us remember 
to pray for those who feel isolated, that they may find perfect 
peace in the comfort of the Father’s presence, who embraces us 
completely with His unconditional love.

SAVE THE DATE 
Vinnies Youth Announces:

High Schools Social Justice Day:    
Friday 11th May

St Mary’s Catholic College, Woree

As we celebrate 2018 as the Year of Youth and following on 
from the successes of the 2017 HSSJ Day, Vinnies Youth 
look forward to exploring new and engaging opportunities 

with students in 2018.  

This free schools’ day is designed to explore social justice 
issues through a global, national and local lens.  Thus 

provoking conversations and challenging students to engage 
in social justice through personal passion: a call to action.  

Activities will be fun, engaging and informative.
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We remember those who have died.    
May they rest in peace.

Jutta Jung 5th September 2017 Gordonvale

James Dillon 12th September  Gordonvale

Santina Borsato 14th September  Tully

Bruno De Luca 16th September  Innisfail

Cain Banu 17th September  Tully

Antonio D’Addona 18th September  Mareeba

Rosa (Rose) Giueni 26th September  Innisfail

Margaret Ridolfi 29th September  Innisfail

Franz Buchgraber 6th October  Mareeba

James Lauriston 7th October  Tully

Teresa Petrlia 8th October  Mareeba

Maria Tobino 13th October  Mareeba

Livia Panetta 13th October  Mareeba

David Formosa 15th October  Innisfail

Rosina Kazim 17th October  Mareeba

Madonna (Donna) Briggs 20th October Tully

Carmelo (Charlie) Zappala 21st October Innisfail

Domingo Lucero 25th October  Cathedral

Etta McKenzie 26th October  Innisfail

Phyllis Lemura  28th October  North Cairns

Maria Santarossa 29th October  Innisfail

Zacheri Craperi  30th October  Tully

Glen Hughes 6th November  Tully

Josef Blah 13th November  Tully

Iolanda Green 15th November  Babinda

Maria Mirarchi 19th November  Mareeba

Mary McLaughlin 24th November  Gordonvale

Antonio Turchet 26th November  Mareeba

Michael Leszczewicz 3rd December                    Parramatta Park

Christina Donnelly 4th December  Atherton

Wendy Hooper 7th December  Atherton

Piero (Peter) Piccio  8th December Tully

Dan Guglielmana  14th December Babinda

Patrick Slater  17th December Innisfail

Joseph Curry  19th December Tully

Morris (Morrie) Zammit  27th December Innisfail

Phillip Musumeci  29th December Tully

Mabel Moss  30th December Mareeba

Giovanni (John) Maifredi 9th January 2018 Tully

Dominik Grkovic         12th January       Ravenshoe

Olga Basso  12th January Innisfail

Joan Johnson  17th January Atherton

Francis (Frank) Culanti  18th January Innisfail

Christopher O’Connor  20th January North Cairns

Alfio (Fred) Nucifora  19th January Innisfail

Tarcisio Crapella  21st January Innisfail

Kevin Cuddihy  21st January Tully

Mirko Brcko  22nd January Mareeba

Virgilio Pizzatti  27th January Mareeba

Kathleen Satnowna  27th January Gordonvale

Salvatore (Sam) Mammino 27th January Tully

Mourine Hopgood  27th January Tully

Elizabeth (Liz) Newth  28th January Innisfail

Charlene Ericson   3rd February Mareeba

Riley Sumara  3rd February Gordonvale

Marie Myers  3rd February Atherton

Dermott (Derm) Kahl  4th February Innisfail

George Powell  9th February Tully

Antonio Cuda  9th February Atherton

Sean Dunne  10th February Cathedral

Maureen Fox  15th February Yungaburra

Mary Formosa  16th February Innisfail


