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St Monica’s War Memorial Cathedral Celebrates the Golden Jubilee
of the Consecration of the Cathedral on July 8th 2018.
Please see full article on pages 2 - 3

ST MONICA’S WAR MEMORIAL CATHEDRAL
GOLDEN JUBILEE
(Sourced from Cathedral Parish Archival Records)

This year, on the 8th July, we
celebrate the Golden Jubilee of
the consecration of St Monica’s
War Memorial Cathedral; we
now look back into the history
of the event.

The building and consecration
of a Cathedral is a rare event
in the history of any city, as
the Cathedral is the principal
church of a Diocese in which
the Bishop has his throne and
where he preaches, teaches and
leads religious celebrations.
The word cathedral is derived
from a Greek word cathedra
meaning seat or throne and
from early Christian times,
the chair of the Bishop was a
symbol of authority.
The Christian church building
has to be blessed or consecrated
by a Bishop before it may be
used for its specific purpose.
But in the ancient Roman
liturgy,
this
consecration
consisted merely in the placing
therein the relics of a martyr to
the accompaniment of Psalm
singing. Immediately that had been done the first Mass was
celebrated with great ceremony. But about the year 1,000AD the
very elaborate Gallican rite for the dedication of a church became
fused with the Roman rite. Its basic idea is that the house of God
should, in some sense, be baptised and confirmed.

the meeting place of God and human kind. That is why it must be
planned and built with care and attention and should express the
faith and devotion of those who built it.

First, the church is sprinkled with holy water on the outside,
during a procession around the walls. Then the procession enters
the church after all have asked for the doors to be opened; the
Litany of the Saints is sung and the inside walls, the floor of the
church and the altar are sprinkled with holy water. The church
is then signed with the cross by sand being poured on the floor
in the form of a cross, and the Bishop takes possession of the
church by tracing with his crozier (bishop’s staff) the letters of the
alphabet in the sand, and dedicates the church by a solemn prayer
of dedication. The relics, which are carried in solemn procession,
are sealed in a small sepulchre in the altar. The church and altar
are then consecrated. The Bishop anoints the walls of the church
in twelve places with holy Chrism in honour of the twelve Apostles
who are thus indicated as the foundation of the church. The twelve
crosses, each with a candle, mark these places on the walls of a
church, as a reminder of this anointing. The altar is anointed with
Chrism in five places, the wounds of Christ, and is then prepared
for Mass. In every church dedicated in this way the anniversary of
the occasion is kept with solemnity. It is as it were, the birthday or
baptism day of that church.

On the 9th August 1966, the site of St. Monica’s War Memorial
Cathedral was blessed and the first sod was turned by Archbishop
Patrick O’Donnell (1897-1980), Archbishop of Brisbane (19651973).

In the solemn prayer of dedication, the Bishop prays to God:
May your sevenfold Spirit come down upon it, bring with him the
richness of Your grace, so that whoever calls upon Your holy Name
in this house may be graciously answered by You. Here may priests
offer You sacrifices of praise; here may the faithful perform their
vows; here may the weight of sin be lightened, may the faithful who
have fallen be restored, may every bond of sin be loosened. So may
every man who enters this temple to ask for Your good gifts rejoice
in obtaining everything for which he asked; may he obtain the mercy
he seeks, and ever after rejoice in the memory of your boundless
compassion.
This prayer reminds us of the sacred character of the church, the
house of the people of God as well as the house of God, for it is

The new St Monica’s Cathedral was built as a War Memorial in
memory of those members of the Allied Forces who gave their
lives in the defence of Australia in the Battle of the Coral Sea, a
major turning point in the Pacific War in May 1942 fought not far
from these shores.
May this building always be a reminder of the self-sacrifice of
those who fought and a tribute to their heroism and an expression
of our gratitude to them. May it give glory to God whose house it
is and for generations to come tell of the faith of those who worked
on the construction.

January 13, 1967, on the verandah of the Bishop’s House the
contract was signed in the presence of Bishop Cahill; SA Watkins
(TJ Watkins Ltd), Ian Ferrier (architect), KM Kehoe, Alderman
S.D.E. Chataway (Mayor of Cairns), Rev Mgr John Mullins VG
and Mr CF Redwood.
On the 28th May 1967, the Foundation stone was blessed and laid
by Archbishop Thomas Vincent Cahill (1913-1978) of CanberraGoulburn, formerly Bishop of Cairns (1949-1967) and who was
responsible for the construction of the new cathedral.
The following year on the 8th July, the foundation date of the Diocese
of Cairns, St. Monica’s Cathedral was dedicated and consecrated
by Archbishop Cahill, and was opened by Cardinal Norman
Thomas Gilroy (1896-1977) of Sydney on Sunday 14th July. These
dates are important events in the history of the Diocese of Cairns
and the history of the Catholic Church in North Queensland. Fr
Frank Gordon noted in his diary that one thousand (1,000) people
attended the consecration and two thousand five hundred (2,500)
attended the opening on the Sunday.
Relics of Martyrs Felicissimus and Faustus and of St Monica and
St Pius X are enclosed in the altar. These relics are contained in
a gold snuffbox, which was presented to Bishop James Murray
OSA (1828-1909) Vicar Apostolic 1898-1914, on 3rd July 1898 by
Bishop Martin Crane OSA (1818-1901) and his nephew, Father
John Crane OSA (1855-1920). Fr Crane had been a priest at
Cooktown (1885-1888 and Cairns 1888-1892). A ribbon is tied
around the snuffbox, which is sealed with the seal of Archbishop
Thomas Vincent Cahill.
On Sunday 8th July 2018, there was a service of commemoration
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and afternoon tea on the lawn of the Bishop’s House.
Notes from the diary of Fr Francis Gordon (Cathedral
Administrator 1965-1973)
1967
Feb 23, Thursday		

First tube at 35 feet at 3 piles per day

March 5, Sunday		

TJ Watkins boxing for foundations

March 13, Monday

21 inches rain fell in 8 hours

March 29, Wednesday

Frankipile finished

May 28, Sunday		
Blessing of site and laying of the 		
			foundation stone
August 31, Thursday
Cylinder (Time Capsule) placed in the
			
wall of the Cathedral behind 		
			the foundation stone.
Dec 21, Thursday		

Roof complete

1968
July 8, Monday		
Archbishop Cahill of Canberra 		
			
consecrated the new St Monica’s 		
			
Cathedral; also present Bishop Len		
			
Faulkner of Townsville; Archbishop
			
Gleeson of Adelaide; Deacons of the
			
Mass Fr John Butcher; Sub-		
			
Deacon Fr John Newman about 1,000
			people present.
July 14, Sunday		
			

Cardinal Gilroy, Archbishop of 		
Sydney opened the new Cathedral:

			

Pontifical Mass about 2,500 present;

			

Garden party in convent grounds;

			
Cardinal Gilroy read telegram from
			the Vatican;
			
Official party included Ian Ferrier 		
			
(architect) and N. Watkins (builders
			T.J. Watkins Ltd)

Archbishop Cahill Consecrating a stone - Ian Ferrier (Architect)
Collection by permission of Catherine Baudet

Holy Land Commissariat
Each year on Good Friday each parish in the Diocese holds a collection for the Holy Land.
This year the Cairns Diocese raised $10,882.35. Later this year, when the returns from all the Australian
dioceses have been finalised, the total amount will be transferred to the Custody of the Holy Land.
It will be used to provide local Christians with health care, education, employment and housing. The
collection will also be used to maintain over 70 churches and Shrines associated with the life of Jesus.
The Franciscan Friars have expressed their deep gratitude for the generosity of Australian Catholics whose
donations help to ensure that the Holy Places are properly maintained as prayerful sites for the local
Christians and pilgrims.
For more information email holyland@franciscans.org.au

AMENDMENT TO EASTER EDITION

Reference Article on page 26 – Cairns Diocese Prepares for Plenary Council 2020 with a Listening Spirit References as follows were not printed and now appear below for your information and reference:
•

Pope Francis, “Address of His Holiness Pope Francis” (Ceremony Commemorating the 50th
Anniversary of the Institution of the Synod of Bishops, Vatican City, October 17, 2015). The Pope is
quoting here his own document Evangelii Gaudium, 171, along with John 14:17; Rev 2:7.

•

Daniel Ang, “A Primer For Plenary Council 2020”, Timeofthechurch.

•

Letter of His Holiness Pope Francis to Cardinal Marc Ouellet President of the Pontifical Commission
for Latin America, 19 March 2016
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FR FRANK GORDON CELEBRATES 60 YEARS
OF PRIESTHOOD
Written by Parishioners from St Francis Xavier Parish

On Saturday June 30th 2018, Fr.
Frank Gordon celebrated his 60th
Anniversary of Ordination to
the Priesthood. Diamond Jubilee
celebrations took place the next day
with Mass at St. Francis Xavier’s
Church followed by refreshments
at the Xavier Centre. The parish
welcomed many people from near
and far to honour Fr. Frank.

For the past 7 years Fr. Frank has
faithfully dedicated himself to the
spiritual and temporal welfare of
his parishioners at St. Francis Xavier’s.
He has been and continues to be a faithful priest and a wonderful
example of God’s love for his people. His deep commitment
to and love of the liturgy of the Church is focused in particular
on the celebration of Mass and the Sacraments. His profound
understanding of both Scripture and church history provides his
congregation with inspiring homilies. In addition, Fr. Frank enjoys
the use of music, singing parts of the Mass, floral arrangements
and banners as ways of enriching the Liturgy.
He has given tirelessly of his time and energy to his parishioners,
valuing their opinions and embracing and relating to each one,
regardless of age. His encouragement to all in the parish, especially
our youth, empowers many people to participate in the Liturgy
and take on various parish roles. Fr. Frank has been the catalyst for
a vibrant, diverse and unified parish.

Fr. Frank’s humility, kindness,
patience, humour and servantleadership
show
in
his
availability to all people in the
community, especially in their
times of need. This is exemplified
in the way that he visits people
and administers the sacraments
in their homes, hospitals and
nursing homes. He is truly a
priest who loves and serves his
community and calls each one to
a greater understanding of God’s
command to love one another
and to love God.
His support and encouragement
of the laity is evident in his
attendance at parish meetings
and
spiritual
development
programs held in the Xavier
Centre. His wisdom, knowledge,
understanding and love of our
Catholic Christian faith inspire
those in attendance.

We, the parishioners of St. Francis Xavier’s have been truly blessed
to have Fr. Frank Gordon as our shepherd and friend and we pray
God’s abundant blessings upon him as he continues his ministry
amongst us.

Business Legal Services
Property & Conveyancing
Wills, Estate Planning & Administration
Family Law & Separation
Employment Advice
Bankruptcy & Financial Difficulty
Retirement Living
Estate Dispute Resolution
Level 1, 14-16 McLeod Street, Cairns
Telephone: 07 4036 9700
www.millerharris.com.au | service@millerharris.com.au
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DIAMOND JUBILEE OF SISTER PAM
MURRAY AND SISTER MARIE MASTERSON

Written by Sister Therese Masterson rsm

possible made the ‘doing’ a partnership with the receiver to the
benefit of all.

Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy,
Bring forth the Kingdom of peace;
Bring forth the Kingdom of justice,
Bring forth the City of God. – Marty Haugen
Thus concluded the Diamond Jubilee ritual held at Seville Mercy
Conference Centre, Earlville on the 26 May. How aptly these
words spoke to all present of the life’s work of Srs Pam Murray and
Marie Masterson. Over sixty years ago Marie and Pam joined ‘a
community of women religious dedicated to the mission of mercy.
…. because they heard God speak to their hearts. They pledged
themselves to join in the saving mission of the church, as it becomes,
the incarnation of God’s mercy.’ (Cons.of Sr Mercy of Australia and
PNG-adapted.)

The whole celebration for the Jubilee beautifully expressed Pam
and Marie’s gratitude to God and the gratitude of the gathered,
families, Mercy Community, Church representatives and friends
for the blessing that Sisters Pam and Marie have been and are.
Such was the joy and exuberance pervading the celebration that
it was right and natural to conclude the festivities with communal
singing of ‘Now thank you all our God with hearts and minds and
voices who wondrous things have done……….. ‘.

Through her ministry, Sr Pam passed on the joy of music to many,
enriching their lives. Music has the ability to touch our lives and is
a medium that allows us to express the breadth of human emotion
– Pam faithfully shared this wonderful gift with her pupils, school
communities, the Church and indeed the wider community.
Every decade of Sr Marie’s committed life saw her engaged in
a different ministry, but the way Marie touched the lives of
people was consistent. No matter who she ministered to, be they
students in the boarding school or student home, asylum seekers
or migrants, those in financial need or the elderly, she brought a
practical generosity. Through her inclusive stance and openness
to diversity, Marie fostered partnerships and created co-operating
communities. Marie enabled things to happen and where ever

L-R Sr Pam Murray, Sr Marie Masterson, Sr Helen White
Northern Community Leader.

FATHER JOHN O’CONNOR ‘A MAN FOR ALL
SEASONS’
Written by Gloria Pietrobon (Silkwood Parishioner)

Father John O’Connor’s early life was
spent in the Brisbane area and in his
late teens he joined the RAAF and
fortunately it was towards the end of
World War II as he boasts that ‘the crew
never dropped any bombs only food on
the starving people in Holland’.

After this Fr John completed a 4-year
forestry science course in Canberra.
During discussions with fellow students
he came to realise that he had a calling
to the priesthood. Fr John was ordained
in Brisbane on the 30th June 1958 and
was one of 17 priests from the Brisbane
Archdiocese who came to Cairns in mid-January 1959. He was
a curate in Tully for 4 years before going to Dimbulah as parish
priest on the 24th March 1963.
As Dimbulah’s first parish priest, his aim was to help the
parishioners, some new to Australia, to practise the faith and to
settle happily in their new country. Fr John has very fond memories
of his time in the Dimbulah parish and the people also have
fond memories of him. There would be many tales to tell of this
incredible man of the cloth, who assisted with the building of the
school and the church with a carving in the shape of a barramundi
on the tabernacle door!
His love for sport became apparent as he coached many an athlete
with his claim to fame in the coaching of ‘shotput’. He would coach
students both from the Catholic school and the State schools.

Fishing became his second love and his day off was spent fishing
somewhere along the coast.
It was in mid-1979 that Fr John was transferred to St John’s Parish,
Silkwood. He was now only a stone‘s throw away from his paradise,
Tully Heads. Once again he set about his regime of connecting
with everyone. He was noted for his visitations to people of all
denominations. Once more his prowess for coaching athletes
surfaced. This phrase, ‘you know some people wouldn’t enjoy this,’
was meant to inspire his young athletic protégées!
Fr John would record every result from every training day and of
course each would receive a phone call each night to discuss their
performance. I hear he’s now trying to guide Jonathon Thurston!
1990 saw Fr John into ‘retirement’! He assisted St Clare’s parish and
the odd trip to Thursday Island to relieve Fr Mullins was a must.
Somewhere in his busy schedule there was always a blessed
fishing event. Scales of his latest catch would hang above his car
garage door and he was always delighted to engage anyone in a
conversation on what was caught and where. Even now at the age
of 93 Fr John can be verbose on this subject. Records are kept of
where all fish were caught and by whom.
As time passed, Fr John settled into the Pine Haven Nursing Home
in Tully. Here he has continued with his calling, offering prayers
and comfort to residents and their families.
Fr John has touched the lives of so many people in Far North
Queensland. His relationship to all of us can be best described by
the 3 F’s… Faith, Friendship and Fishing.
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PLENARY COUNCIL 2020
Sunday 20th May (Pentecost
Sunday) marked the official
launch of Plenary Council
2020
preparations.
The
launch signalled the start of
conversations about the future
of the Catholic Church in
Australia in preparation for the
Plenary Council’s first Session
in Adelaide in 2020.
In 2020 the Catholic Church
in Australia will hold its first
full gathering since 1937.
This historic event will be an
opportunity for the Church in
Australia to discuss the current
situation and future needs and
direction of the Church.
This is a time of significant
opportunity for members of
our community to engage
and get involved with Plenary
Council through the “Open Listening and Dialogue Sessions”
that can be accessed on the Plenary Council website: www.
plenarycouncil.org.au
Lana Turvey–Collins, Plenary Council Facilitator (Australia
Catholic Bishops Conference) held initial conversations with
more than 70 interested community members at St. Francis Xavier
Parish Centre, West Cairns, on Tuesday 29th May. Two diverse
and spirited groups shared in dialogue following an introduction
to the Plenary Council process and the listening and dialogue

Written by Anita Veivers (Executive Director, Centacare FNQ)

activities, which form the basis
of the initial engagement with
local community.

Back row Synod Permanent
Committee with Lana
Turvey-Collins (Foreground)

Centacare
FNQ
Executive
Director Anita Veivers attended
the afternoon session. Ms Veivers
said she enjoyed the opportunity
to be part of such an authentic
communication process.
“Profound societal change is a
matter of fact, in order to remain
relevant, this opportunity to
dialogue in relation to Church
renewal is welcomed and
embraced,” said Ms Veivers,
“The Plenary Council is a
celebration and opportunity for
genuine listening and dialogue; I
encourage wide participation and
hope that we can all listen humbly
with open hearts to each other”.
Ms Turvey – Collins said “It was a great privilege to hear a few of
the stories of people’s experience of faith and the Church from people
in the Cairns diocese. It was a first step on the journey toward the
Plenary Council. All people in Cairns are invited to get together with
other people – maybe in their workplace or at a local café, and share
their thoughts with one another. This is how the Plenary Council
agenda will take shape.”
For further information, please contact: Cathy Spencer and
Anne Chellingworth Synod Permanent Committee email:
synod@cairns.catholic.org.au

Why use Joe Vella Insurance Brokers?

We’ll save you time and money and give you peace of mind!
Like many things in life, not all insurance policies are created equally. Your JVIB broker will read the fine print for you, compare quotes for
you and make sure that the policy they recommend is right for you. And should the need for a claim arise, JVIB will be there to guide you.
CAIRNS Level 1, 108 Mulgrave Rd, Cairns

(07) 4040 4444

MAREEBA 113 Byrnes St, Mareeba

jvib@jvib.com.au

ATHERTON Unit 1/1-3 Mabel St, Atherton

www.jvib.com.au
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Chrism Mass 7pm Wednesday 21st March: St Monica’s Cathedral
The Chrism Mass is a Diocesan celebration. This year in the absence of
Bishop James we welcomed Bishop Brian Heenan who blessed the Holy Oils
which will be used for Baptism, Confirmations and Anointing of the Sick for the
coming year.

GOOD COUNSEL COLLEGE COMPETES IN
THE WE WILL REMEMBER FORUM 2018

Written by Theresa Snodgrass (Curriculum Middle Leader, Humanities)
Two teams from Good Counsel College recently competed in the
We Will Remember Forum, at the Innisfail Shire Hall.

crocheting the poppies our students wore proudly on the day of
the competition.

The We Will Remember Forum was initiated in 2014, an event
which provides the opportunity for primary and secondary
students from throughout the region to draw upon a repertoire
of sources to deliver their interpretation of the Anzac Spirit.

Our Middle School team won second place out of seven
schools competing in their age division. Both teams worked
conscientiously to produce compelling speeches and are to
be commended on their participation in this prestigious
competition. We look forward to competing in the forum again
next year.

Many dignitaries were present on the day including Colonel
James Hammett DSM, Brigadier
George Mansford AM, Keith
Good Counsel College’s We Will Remember Forum teams with Ms Santina Lizzio
Payne VC AM, former and
(far left) and GCC teachers Munveer Dhother and Hayley Leonardi.
current serving members of the
Australian Defence Force and
other inspirational Australians.
The Senior School Team of
Brodie Alder, Luke Yearwood,
Jamie Penman, Sharol Antony
was co-ordinated by Mrs Hayley
Leonardi. The Middle School
Team of Lauren Elliott, Syren
Letizia, Edith Bonello, Yukako
Kubota and Caitlin Phillips
(Reserve)
was
co-ordinated
by Miss Munveer Dhother.
Students worked collaboratively
to prepare speeches, read by
Brodie Alder (Senior) and
Lauren Elliot (Middle). As part
of their preparation, students
were fortunate to have local
author, Santina Lizzio, lead a
writing workshop and we are
most grateful for her time and
assistance.
We would also
like to thank Beth Jackson for
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FEAST OF THE THREE SAINTS

Written by Alfio Borzi

The annual Feast of the Three Saints was celebrated on Sunday, 6 May
2018. This year’s Feast marked its 68th Anniversary. Approximately
3,500 devotees from within the Diocese, as well as other parts of
Queensland and interstate attended.
Celebrations commenced with 10am Mass in Italian with Father
Adriano Pittarello of Sydney as presider. After lunch, devotees
participated in a solemn procession through the streets of Silkwood
led by the Statues of the Three Saints (Alfio, Filadelfo and Cirino).
The procession was followed by another celebration of Mass which
included the blessing and veneration of the Relics of the Three Saints.
Throughout the day, devotees were able to enjoy traditional Italian
food such as ravioli, arancini, sausages, granita, chestnuts, gelati
and cannoli. Traditional Italian music, singing and dancing also
punctuated the more solemn aspects of the Feast so as to ensure a
happy occasion for all.
As usual, the Feast concluded with a fireworks display at 7pm and,
once again, devotees left with their spirits soaring and hearts full of
joy.
The organising association (Feast of the Three Saints Inc) is grateful
for the ongoing assistance and cooperation it receives from the
principal, staff, students, P&F of St John’s School and the parish of St
John’s, Silkwood.

L-R Alf Strano (President) Fr Adriano
Pittarello, Alfio Tomarchio (Member)
Photo courtesy of Maria Girgenti

APOLOGY FROM THE EDITIORAL STAFF
In the Easter Edition – Women of the Gulf go to Print on Page 12
In the second last paragraph, it was written that Annie Clarke who lives at Brinawa Station was the Mayor of Croyden. This
was incorrect Annie was actually the Mayor of the Burke Shire.
We take this opportunity to apologise to Annie for this error.
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VINNIES NAMED A ‘QUEENSLAND GREAT’
IN AWARDS WIN
(Adapted by Editorial staff from Media Release)

St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland (Vinnies) has been
honoured with a 2018 Queensland Greats award.
The state government accolade was presented to St Vincent de Paul
Society Queensland State President Dennis Innes (pictured) for the
charity’s contribution to the history and development of the state,
and in particular for their dedication to helping Queenslanders in
need for over a century.
“Since our first conference was established at Brisbane’s Red Hill
in 1894, the Society has been dedicated to helping the poor and
disadvantaged of our great state,” said Mr Innes. “Vinnies is there for
people when they need us most. Every day of the week we are serving
and supporting the most underprivileged within our community in
209 locations across Queensland.”
“We’re providing food and emergency assistance relief, housing and
homelessness support, child and family support centres, aged, mental
health and disability services, the widely-known Vinnies shops,
and much more.“We are also there to support the community in
emergencies and disasters and we always will be.”
Mr Innes said Vinnies distributed more than $190 million worth
of material and assistance to over 306,000 Queenslanders in the
last financial year, largely thanks to its selfless volunteers.
“This award is really an acknowledgement of the more than 9000

volunteers and members
whose generosity enables us
to sustain the work we do
helping thousands of people
each day across our state,” he
said.

Dennis with the award.

“We are unique in that we
are one of the only charities
that offers assistance through
in home visitation, and this
face-to-face support and
companionship is vital to the
success of the work we do.
“We also have a network of
over 140 retail shops across
Queensland which raises
vital funds for us to continue
helping those in need. We
couldn’t do that without our
wonderful volunteers and the
support of the public who choose to buy items in our shops.”
Along with other recipients, Vinnies will be recognised with
a commemorative plaque displayed at Roma Street Parkland,
Brisbane.
Vinnies received letters of support for their nomination from
Deputy Premier Jackie Trad and Managing Director of IT firm
Ordyss, Keith Lavelle.

Celebrating Life Giving Thanks
Locally Owned and Operated by the Heritage Family
Funeral Home | Crematorium | 300 Seat
Air Conditioned Chapel | After Funeral
Catering Facilities | Large Off Street Car
Parking | Quiet Peaceful Surroundings
Burial | Cremation | Pre Paid Funerals

A Catholic Family serving all areas of the Cairns Diocese
70-76 Maher Road, Gordonvale, Qld 4865
www.heritagebradyfunerals.com.au
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MEMORIES ON THE REPAINTING OF THE
OLD CATHEDRAL
Written by Fr Pat McKenna

a heavy expenditure for the
Cathedral Parish.
Billy Coleman, the husband of
Jean Coleman who later worked
at the Bishop’s House, was
approached by Mick O’Shea, Bill
Lowrey and Danny McErlean
to ask Frank Fransen a painter,
for whom Billy worked, as to
the possibility of scaffolding
being loaned so that the trio
could remove all the peeling
and all the existing paintwork
before the eradication of the
saline substance took place.
Frank Fransen, not a Catholic,
readily agreed to freely loan the
scaffolding.

Laurie Garnaut came to Cairns in the Navy during World War II
where he settled afterwards and married Agnes, both of whom
were practising Catholics. Laurie took up the occupation of a
painter, and he was well known to Bishop Thomas Cahill and priest
staff at the Cathedral. The last big job he did was to repaint the old
Cathedral (now Catholic Education Services building). Not long
after Laurie left painting as his occupation, the paint started to
peel off the old Cathedral.
An expert from Berger Paints arrived and found the problem,
which turned out to be a saline composition which was used to
clean the surface of the building before painting began and now,
years later, that saline substance had to be eradicated before any
further painting could be undertaken. This would have entailed

Every Saturday morning Mick
O’Shea, Bill Lowrey, and Danny
McErlean removed all the saline
substance and repainted the
exterior walls of the Cathedral
at no cost, apart from sand
disks for the grinders, paint and paint brushes plus soft drink at
smoko-time. They did this each Saturday morning for years.
Between Mick, Bill, Danny, Frank Fransen and Billy Coleman the
Cathedral was saved a very considerable sum of money. I was at
the Cathedral for eight years during which time Bishop Cahill
was at the Vatican Council and the dates of the beginning and the
completion of this work I had recorded but I have since lost the
diaries with that information.
Danny McErlean belongs to the Sunnybank parish in Brisbane
and can be contacted on 33454404 should anyone require more
information as to the approximate dates the trio started and
finished the work.
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A PUSH THROUGH THE BUSH

(Written by Year 12 Students Paulina Bernhardi – President of the Social Justice Committee, Travis Cummings – McAuley Pastoral
House Leader, Mackenzie Elms – Vice President of the Social Justice Committee , Brianne So Choy – Vice President of the Student
Representative Council)
“If it doesn’t challenge you, it won’t change you.” - Fred Devito
The Great Wheelbarrow Race is a gruelling event that pushes
competitors to their limits, yet every year it grows. You may ask,
‘why is that?’ The answer to that is simple; it is a way of helping a
mate and lending a hand. It’s the Aussie way.
The Great Wheelbarrow Race consists of pushing a wheelbarrow
140km, for three brutal days, through the dry, hot rural areas of
North Queensland - Chillagoe to Mareeba. While many choose
to compete in teams, some, who can either be called crazy or just
plain courageous, choose to run as dynamic duos, or amazingly
daring solos.
By raising money for different charities or foundations, the
competitors work together to create better lives for those who are
struggling and in need. Through hard work, generous donations
and outgoing support from the local and state-wide community,
over 2.1 million dollars has been raised since the founding of this
great race 15 years ago.
The community pulls together every year to host this great event
and help those around us. The money raised goes to great causes
and helps with things such as research on medical issues, changing
the fates of our mates, and creating a better future.
This year, St Stephen’s Catholic College Team entered the race with
enthusiasm and eagerness, unaware of the pain, sweat and blood
that would be endured over the upcoming days. Despite some
falls, cuts and injuries along the way, team spirit was increased and
friendships were strengthened, adding to the sense of pride and
satisfaction that was clearly written on our faces as we crossed the
finish line for the final time in Mareeba.
Not only were we elated to have finally finished this demanding
race, but also to have been able to support the Mareeba Friends
of the Hospital Foundation along the way contributing $2,840.05,
making a positive difference in someone’s life through the money
we were able to raise.
Mareeba Friends of the Hospital Foundation is a charity
organisation which has contributed more than $14 million to
improving healthcare in Far North Queensland. Recently the
foundation donated $15,000 worth of parent beds to the children’s
ward at Mareeba Hospital.

				

Their immense dedication towards supporting those specifically
in our local area was the level to which we strived to meet as we
competed, knowing that our efforts too, were also helping fellow
Aussies in need.
Through the highs and lows, we all came out of the race in,
mostly, one piece and though there was blood, tears and lots of
sweat (luckily we had deodorant), we made it to the end with all
ten members still up and running. We made the choice to put
ourselves through three days of suffering, so that others who don’t
have a choice, can suffer a little less.
However, the organising of the event would not have been possible
without the support from our amazing teachers and generous
sponsors, who we would like to thank very much. So, from the
2018 St Stephen’s Wheelbarrow Team, ‘SAINTS’, we encourage
anyone who is brave enough to give it a go in next year’s race. Dig
deep and run hard because it’s not an event to be missed.
This race has made us appreciate how lucky we are to be so fit
and healthy, with the ability to pursue our goals and dreams in
life. It’s definitely worth it to experience the pride and joy that
radiates from you and your teammates as you cross the finish line.
So undertake the race. Learn to keep your pace. And put a smile
on many a face.

Save the Date: Centacare Appeal Social Justice Sunday

Bishop James Foley, clergy of the Diocese of Cairns and the Board of Justice & Care would like to remind all parishioners to
respond generously to the Centacare Appeal which will be held over all Masses on the 29th & 30th of September.
Anita Veivers, Executive Director of Centacare FNQ commented, Centacare’s vision is for a healthy and connected
community. Centacare aims to make a difference every day to the lives of people across our diocese. We strengthen the community
by providing a range of human services underpinned by Catholic Social Teaching.
Centacare FNQ offers support through, Mental Health & Wellbeing programs, Counselling, Coaching, Emergency Relief, Social
Connection for people who are aged or have a disability, Migrant and Refugee Services along with other short-term projects and
services that promote and support a healthy community.
Centacare FNQ responds to community needs not only through delivery of these services but through continued advocacy and
connection with many government bodies and community networks.
page 11

SCHOOL SAVVY AMONGST FINALISTS IN
THE CAIRNS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
BUSINESS EXCELLENCE AWARDS 2018

Written by Astrid Murray (Communications Officer)
Centacare FNQ is very
proud to be chosen as
a finalist for a Cairns
Chamber of Commerce
Business Excellence Award.
School Savvy program was
chosen in the category of
Community Contribution.
School Savvy started in 2017 in response to lower income families
finding it difficult to meet the cost involved with preparing their
kids for the new school year. The need to better support families
and children at this time was identified. School Savvy goes a long
way to assisting parents bear the brunt of this expensive time. The
initiative begins with an appeal for donations of new and secondhand uniforms and school supplies which are then sold at low
cost in the School Savvy pop-up shop. The shop also provides an
opportunity for volunteers and clients of Centacare to learn and
develop their skills in the retail trade.

support their children start the new school year with uniforms and
supplies they needed. The School Savvy program is now entering
its third year and well on its way to become self-sustainable.

In 2018, the School Savvy initiative assisted over 2000 children.
One thousand families benefitted from the shop and were able to

Centacare are delighted with the community response and thrilled
to take out the Award!

Bahai Youth group who helped prepare
school supply bundles for the 2018 shop.

HAPPENINGS AT ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S
PARISH WEST CAIRNS
Written by Peter Buckley (Parishioner)

Throughout Lent many in our parish community prepared for Holy
Week and Easter by participation in the Brisbane Archdiocesan
program “Blessed and Broken.” Groups met together weekly in
various homes and in the Xavier Centre to pray, listen to the Gospel
focus for the week, discuss and share insights with one another.
A powerful component of the program on DVD each week was
the “Blessed, Broken and Given” segment where people shared their
personal stories relating to the theme of the program. While these
inspirational personal stories were relevant to all age groups, four
were special as they were written and narrated by young people, and
highlighted in this Year of Youth, the great witness and contribution
our younger parishioners make.
The ceremonies of Holy Week and Easter were well attended and
participation of our young parish members was integral to the
Liturgies

On May 12th, parishioners and others from the Cairns area
responded to the invitation to gather in St Francis Xavier’s Church
to pray the Rosary for Australia, its protection, future and youth.
In fifty-three locations from coast to coast across Australia similar
groups gathered as part of “Oz Rosary #53”, so named for the 53 Hail

Marys in the Rosary. It is hoped that each year many more locations
across our country will participate in this event.
A truly significant and exciting event for the Catholic Church in
Australia will occur in 2020 when a Plenary Council takes place.
“Plenary” means that everyone (the whole Church) is involved
in praying, listening to others, discussing, and responding to the
question “What do you think God is asking of us, in Australia, at this
time?” The shape of the future of the Catholic Church in Australia is
under consideration and discernment. To prepare for the Council,
Listening Forums will be conducted in all Parishes, and we had
the good fortune to welcome the Leader of the Plenary Council
Facilitation Team, Lana Turvey-Collins, and a large number of people
from across the Diocese to two sessions at the Xavier Centre on May
29. Her presentations were well received and the enthusiasm of the
participants indicated that the people of the Cairns Diocese would
be active in playing their part in this new, important and dynamic
chapter in the life of the Australian Catholic Church.

Oz Rosary Group

Parishioners at the afternoon gathering lead by Lana TurveyCollins from the National Plenary Council Facilitation Team.
Back row: L – R John Barns, Carmel Buckley, Wanda Musumeci.
Front Row: Fr Frank Gordon, Lana Turvey-Collins, Leonie
Sequeira, Ingrid Clark
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NAIDOCC WEEK AT CATHOLIC EARLY
LEARNING AND CARE

Written by Sarah Lovelady (Manager OSHC Operations and Compliance)
NAIDOCC week is an important part of the Catholic Early
Learning and Care, Early Childhood curriculum. The theme for
this year is ‘Because of her, we can!’ Each service plans experiences
based on the theme for the children and families to participate in
and to encourage them to learn more about Indigenous culture.
Woree OSHC service are hoping to have a dance group and
various artists visit to teach the children Indigenous painting and
weaving, using coconut leaves. They will be creating shakers and
keyrings as well as having a yarning circle with borrowed books
from the library.
Earlville OSHC are creating a new Welcome to Country. During
vacation care they will be programming a cultural day which
will involve children learning how to do palm weaving, making
traditional dampers and Indigenous masks. One of the OSHC
Indigenous grandmothers will be helping with the weaving and
damper making activities. A local OSHC family will also be
bringing her Aunties to the service to perform traditional PNG
dancing.
Bentley Park OSHC are creating boomerang art, flags and learning
about NAIDOCC stories.
To celebrate the theme in the CELC Office, a few of the CELC
team members have purchased Bundarra shirts to wear on
Fridays. The shirt represents ‘nature girl spirit’ with the artwork
being designed by Luke Mallie. The inspiration for the art work
came from Luke’s family, his Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
culture and tropical surroundings. The artwork shows ‘her’ as a
young woman who has the ever changing growth and beauty of
Mother Nature. She smiles because she knows that all things will
blossom into amazing creations as life evolves.

CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY & CENTACARE
FNQ PRESENT YOUTH ENGAGEMENT DAY

Written by Andrea Obeyesekere (Co-Coordinator) Centacare Face to Face Program
On Thursday 10th May 2018 the Face to Face Program presented at
the Cairns Catholic Youth Ministry Conference.

learnt today and encourage others to seek a true understanding of
what the refugee experience is.

Face to Face Program coordinators Andrea Obeyesekere and
Wendy Mocke together with Speaker Maxime Ishimwe of Refugee
background spent the day with 20 teenagers from across the Diocese,
their teachers and diocesan workers delivering a Face to Face
Information presentation on Understanding The Refugee Journey
and a well-received interactive workshop on life in the Refugee
Camps.

The Face to Face event provided an unique opportunity to really see
the transformation of young people from having an opportunity to
sit down, listen to a person’s personal story and to reflect on their
own lives, and how much there is to be grateful for.

Our Face to Face presentations are both engaging interactive
and informative. They provide an authentic opportunity to raise
awareness and increase understanding of the refugee journey and
the experience of people from refugee backgrounds who settle in
Australia.

We look forward to working with Cairns Catholic Youth Ministry in
the future and thank them for their ongoing support of our Face to
Face program.

The young people were wonderful to work with. They were so moved
by Max’s presentation, his honesty and his amazing outlook on life.
Throughout the Q&A time we were particularly impressed with how
much they had taken in, how reflective they were on public opinion,
and their genuine eagerness to see how they can be involved as
community members to make the settlement experience of refugees,
particularly youth, a wonderful one.
The students really enjoyed the interactive workshop, where they each
had an opportunity to create a ball that children play with in refugee
camps across the globe from recyclable materials. Students then
discussed how this ball would be a symbol of all they learned today –
resilience and strength, and that they would ‘pass on’ what they have
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HAPPENINGS ACR

Bush Mass celebrated by the river

On Sunday the 10th June in the shade of the trees on the banks of the Barron River, where
in the past the Muluridji people inhabited the camp, the parish of Mareeba gathered at
Plowman’s Crossing (pictured) to celebrate the 21st Bush Mass. The Mass was organised
by the Aboriginal Catholics of the Mareeba parish.
Fr. Robert Greenup OSA celebrated the Mass assisted by Deacon Ralph Madigan. It was
a good turnout for a Bush Mass. After Mass, the people enjoyed billy tea and damper.

Catholic Charismatic Renewal

Catholic Charismatic Renewal Cairns invited the “Men Alive” Team from Brisbane to present a weekend
of teachings and workshops to the men of the Cairns diocese. The weekend was held at Xavier Centre
Manunda, Saturday 28th – Sunday 29th April.
Men Alive is a national Ministry to men and its purpose is to bring them together to renew their faith in
God and to encourage them to become an active force within the church. The weekend offers space for
men to reflect and also opportunities to share with one another about themselves and their lives. Some
of the comments from the men who attended the weekend were“Life Changing”, “This weekend has provided the life changing tools for the future with God and family”,
“It’s exactly what I needed”, “Excellent Reflections”, “Thanks for inspiring us to be better men”,
“A chance to fellowship with other Catholic men”

Confirmation and Communion in Weipa
Confirmation Cake Cutting

St Joseph’s Parish welcomed 20 new members to their Church on
Sunday 18th March. Twenty students/candidates ranging from
Year 3 to High School participated in receiving Confirmation
and First Holy Communion. The service was celebrated with
Father Dariusz Osinski, parents, families and parishioners.

Confirmation Group Photo

Mrs Kath Newman (Parish) and Mrs Amanda Saunders (APRE
St Joseph’s Parish School) prepared the candidates over the
previous eight weeks and a few weeks prior the candidates took
part in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

–

It was a lovely day in Weipa to welcome the students and a
beautiful cake and morning tea was shared amongst the families and parishioners after Mass. A massive thank you to all those who contributed in some
way to the preparation and the day’s festivities.

From Payroll to pacing it out in the
Ironman Asia-Pacific Championship

I joined the Payroll team in March
2015, and have enjoyed working
in an ever changing environment
with wonderful people. While on
Maternity leave in 2017, I wanted
to recommence exercising, and
somehow going to a running clinic
one afternoon turned into setting
huge goals for 2018. I had made my
mind up to run at least 1000km in the
year including four half marathons.
This was going to be a big change for
myself and my husband. Our lives
revolve around our two boys, 1 and
Nicole Damon,
4 years old, and a family business.
Payroll Officer
Add training 4-5 days per week and
heading back to work full time in March, meant life was going to be hectic
but interesting.
On Sunday 10th June, I competed as part of a team doing the run leg of
the Cairns 70.3 Ironman, running 21.1km along our beautiful Esplanade.
I had an amazing time, surrounded by family, friends, fellow competitors
and complete strangers, cheering me along. After 28 weeks of dedicated
training, I went into the race with an injury I received 3 weeks prior in
The Great Wheelbarrow Race, and then the ultimate goal was to cross the
finish line. In the end, I managed to smash out an 8-minute personal best,
coming in at 2:02:14 hours. I am so proud of my team and myself for what
we all achieved that day. I have been so inspired by people competing as
individuals, who knows what the future will bring.

Green Leaf Café Caters for Council of
Priests Luncheon

On the 31st May, Brent Van Dam and his Year 12 Hospitality students
(pictured) arrived in their van ready to cater and serve Bishop James and
the priests at a luncheon after their meeting.
Brent and the students set up the trays of hot and cold food that they had
previously prepared, in the kitchen servery. The students then took the
orders and served, firstly the hot meal, followed by coffee, tea and a range
of delicious cakes afterwards.
Bishop James and the Priests expressed their thanks to Brent and his
students for a job well done. The students all said how much they enjoyed
catering for this event at the Bishop’s House.
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ROSS THE DIOCESE
North Cairns Parish Celebrates Year
of Youth

Written by Anne Chellingworth (Diocesan Youth Ministry Coordinator)

Our Rising Star at St Andrew’s Catholic
College

Written by Mrs Kym Bennett (Deputy Principal - Head of Junior Years)

Our third Youth
Mass to celebrate
the 2018 Year of
Youth was held on
June 17th at Mother
of Good Counsel
Church in North
Cairns.
We are grateful to Fr
Dariusz for initiating
these Masses that
draw together young
people, their families and friends, from all over Cairns. Each Mass features
great music – thanks to Janai, Carly, Nimesh, Josie, Natalie and most recently
the Youth for Christ band.
The Cairns Catenian Circle generously sponsors a light dinner that is served
afterwards and provides a good-natured atmosphere for conversation. The
next two Year of Youth Masses will be held at 5:30 pm on July 15th and August
19th, at Mother of Good Counsel Church, 392 Sheridan St North Cairns.
Please help to spread the word!

STAR

2017 St. Monica’s STAR Writer’s
Group at their Book Launch
Recently, the group STAR (St Monica’s Terrific Authors and Readers)
Writers’ (2017) from St. Monica’s College launched their book ‘Stardust’
–a collection of short stories illustrated by Year 10 Artists. This was
the result of a Parent Engagement Project to bring school, parents and
students together. Ms Larissa Nolan, Ms Gabrielle Anthony and Ms Edna
Galvin have worked on the school side of this project with the parents
and students and found it to be a most rewarding enterprise. The students
were all very excited to speak to parents at the launch and explain the
project and the inspiration for their story. Following the formal part of the
evening the students signed copies of their book for the guests. The next
group of STARS has commenced for 2018.

For the third consecutive year, The Educator
magazine has presented its Rising Star
report. This list spotlights 30 bright, young
Australian education professionals, showing
the potential to become tomorrow’s leaders
in teaching and learning.
Readers of the magazine are asked to
nominate up-and-coming leaders to
recognise their expertise, strength of
character, willingness to innovate, their
passion and their vision.
Mrs Julia O’Hara (Year 1 Teacher) has been
nominated as a Rising Star, and made the
2018 Top 30 list! Congratulations, Julia! What a wonderful way for your
colleagues to show you their appreciation. This is well-deserved recognition
of your dedication and commitment to our students and to your profession.
We are all so very proud of you. I am glad that the rest of Australia now know
how lucky we are to have you here at St Andrew’s.

Floods postpone Baptism

Jean and Jim Haines of “Kutchera Station”, west of Georgetown planned
to have their grandsons baptised on the long weekend in May. On
March 26 rain from cyclone Nora was so heavy that the creeks could not
cope. Dismal Creek broke the banks and the homestead was inundated
and fencing washed away. The Baptism has been postponed until the
homestead is habitable again.
Other parishoners affected were the Kidd family of “Tabletop”, Croydon
with fences destroyed and cattle lost with flooding from the Carron
River and Simon Harrison at O’Briens Creek Camping Grounds, Mount
Surprise. An unprecedented volume of water came down Elizabeth
Creek and swamped the camping grounds, submerging the motor home
belonging to Simon’s parents.

Reception at Catholic Education Service

Hello, my name is Karla Adams-Jones and I have been working at Reception at Catholic Education
Service in Cairns for the last 16 months. I also wear another hat as administration assistant for our
Manager of Building and Planning, Mark Stallman. I feel that I have one of the best jobs in Cairns.
Robin and I are the first friendly welcoming faces you get to see when you visit CES. We are here to
greet you and help direct and assist you with your enquiries. Hopefully by doing some of the little
office jobs, we are helping to keep our office happy and running smoothly.

L-R Karla Adams-Jones, Robin
McLean-Williams

Our goal is to hopefully make your day a little brighter. The role we play is a small part in the bigger
picture to assist CES offering excellent service to our schools, school families, our students and
visitors to the diocese of Cairns. We believe that as Catholic Education continues to move forward
together, providing quality education; this will enable all children in Catholic Education, be the
best they can be.

Our motto is service with a smile. We look forward to seeing you soon.
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HAPPENINGS ACROSS THE DIOCESE

CONTINUED...

Diocese farewells Kelly Metcalfe

Chloe Elizabeth Hills was baptised on the 7th April 2018 by Deacon
Frank Bedford. Chloe’s was the first baptism held in the newly renovated
Baptistery and she is pictured here with her proud parents and Godparents.

During her time in the payroll section a new payroll system was
implemented, which meant many changes in processes and procedures.

First baptism in re-newed Baptistery

Kelly commenced her employment with the Diocese as a payroll officer
in June 2011 and was appointed Assistant Payroll Manager in July 2013.

While we are sad to see Kelly leave, we wish her all the best in the future
and the challenges ahead of her in her new role
L-R Kelly Metcalfe, Sarina Messina and Jasmin Greer

Craig Cygler (Godparent) Mitchell Hills, Katie Ashe (Godparent)
Niamh Hills

Special Offer for all Catholic Education Employees & Families:
• Children camp for free (normally $5 per child)
• Stay for 2 nights and the 3rd night is FREE (saving $22)
The picturesque grounds of the
Genazzano Retreat Campground are
the perfect place to setup camp and
relax and unwind.
• 4 powered sites and 23 spacious
non-powered sites
• All sites have stunning lake views, privacy
and tranquility

Photo of the Federation of Catholic Bishop’s Conferences of
Oceania (FCBCO) Assembly participants taken at Caritas
Technical School, Boroko, following the Opening Mass on 12
April 2018.

• Sites are large and well-spaced
• All sites have access to water and
amenities (hot showers, toilets, equipped
camp kitchen and BBQs)
Where are we?
739 Powley Rd, Lake Tinaroo - a short 7km drive
off the Gillies Highway and only 20 minutes from
the sleepy town of Yungaburra, perfectly located in
peaceful surrounds for exploring the beautiful
Tablelands (and the cooler climate).

How to book?
• Phone Onsite Caretakers to book on
0429 351 566 (please mention offer)
• Email info@genazzanoretreat.com.au
• Message/Follow us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/GenazzanoRC

On Sunday morning 3rd June after Mass, Fr Karel Duivenvoorden
joined the parishioners from St Augustine’s Church Stratford for
morning tea. It was a beautiful sunny morning. There was delicious
homemade cakes, sandwiches and savouries topped off with hot cups
of tea and coffee, and a good time was had by all.
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• Braziers and firewood to enjoy a nightly
campfire are available for hire at
affordable rates to complete your camping
experience
• Camper vans and trailers/tents all
welcome
• Boat launching facilities available
• Pet friendly (dogs on leash)
Can you picture yourself camping here? These pictures
were all taken over the 2018 Easter Weekend by our
lovely local campers. We hope to see you soon on the
shores of the Lake.

www.genazzanoretreat.com.au/campground

KEEPING THE ANZAC SPIRIT ALIVE

Written by Catherine Taifalos (Humanities Leader)

Year 11 Saint Monica’s College student Rachael Leeson has recently
returned from a ‘once in a lifetime’ commemorative tour of London,
France and Belgium as the Queensland winner of the 2018 Simpson
Prize. The Simpson Prize is a prestigious annual nationwide history
research competition which encourages participants to critically
analyse and evaluate a range of historical sources to write an essay
or prepare an audio-visual presentation in response to a question.
Rachael was announced as the Queensland Winner for the Simpson
Prize at an official ceremony in Parliament House, Canberra on
Monday 26th March where she was presented with her award by the
Hon. Karen Andrews Assistant Minister for Vocational Education
and Training representing the Minister for Education and Training
Simon Birmingham. (pictured)
The 14-day study tour in April took in the sites of London and Paris
before visiting the museums and battlefields of the Western Front.
During the tour, Rachael had the unique opportunity to participate
in an immersive experience and walk in the footsteps of the
ANZACS across the fields and valleys where the Anzac legend was
forged. “The heavy uniforms and equipment left us exhausted by the
end of the march” she says ‘but it gave us a much greater appreciation
for the hardships faced by soldiers during the war”.
The pinnacle of the tour was the Anzac Day dawn service at VillersBretonneux, which commemorated the centenary of the battle
that took place there in 1918. “It was a very moving experience, as
we remembered the tens of thousands of Australian soldiers lost
throughout the first world war”, Rachael says. “It’s an experience
quite unlike any other. A perfect climax to an overall experience that
will stay with me for the rest of my life”.

Rachael and Shana Coyle , also from Saint Monica’s College, taken
at Villiers Bretonneux. Shana was a recipient of the Premier’s Anzac
Prize and the two girls were able to catch up when the tour groups
were in Villiers in preparation for the dawn service.

Save the Date: Synodality in Practice: Listening to the Spirit and
Leading Change – eConference
All parishioners and interested persons are invited to attend a streaming session of this eConference on
Thursday 9th August 10.00am-2.30pm at Seville Mercy Conference Centre Bauhinia Ave Earlville. Rsvp to
Cathy Spencer (Ordained Ministry & Faith Formation Reference Group) by Monday 30th July to
pastoralss@cairns.catholic.org.au. Catering will be also be provided on the day.
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CATHOLIC MISSION’S APPRECIATION NIGHT

Written by: Anna Jimenez, Diocesan Director

Catholic Mission in the Cairns Diocese has
raised a total of $128,603.00* for the year
ending March 2018. This amount, together
with our prayers for the universal Mission, is
changing you and me and those around us to
live in a world where the love of God reigns.
It is of the same vein that Catholic Mission,
through the generosity of St Mary’s Catholic
College, hosted an appreciation night for our supporters who have been generous
and faithful in contributing to our universal Mission for over a decade.
This gathering was an opportunity for Catholic Mission to extend the gratitude
of those in places of need who receive the love of God through our prayers and
generosity.

THANK YOU from those whom we serve

BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY’S - ST THOMAS
CATHOLIC DEBUTANTE BALL MAREEBA
Written by Mary Stefanutti (Co-Ordinator St Thomas Catholic Debutante Ball Committee)

The Debutante Ball was held on Saturday, 12th
May 2018 at the Mareeba International Club.
There were 18 debutantes that were presented
to the Vicar General Father Frank Gordon
together with other local dignitaries.
The traditional meaning of a debutante ball
was a young women’s formal introduction to
society which was usually restricted to the
wealthy and socially influential.
Nowadays, traditions are maintained with a
contemporary approach. The debutantes and
partners demonstrate a great deal of dedication
and commitment towards this ostentatious
event with such poise, grace and elegance.
The debutantes line up their partners three
months in advance, and together they prepare
for the ball. Throughout this preparation, the
debutantes and their partners are taught twelve
dances, both formal and progressive.
It was a night of glitz and glamour for the debutantes and their
partners with proud parents, family and friends watching on.

Our theme for this year’s ball was “Breakfast at Tiffany’s”. A classy
ambience was created in the ballroom as it was transformed with
jewels, pearls and the tiffany blue colour.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS...

• How can I be involved in the Plenary Council 2020
process?
• Where is the nearest Church to me?
• How do I contact a celebrant for a Baptism, Wedding
or Funeral?
• What is the story behind the Cathedral Windows?
Visit the www.cairns.catholic.org.au website to find
answers to these questions and learn more about the
Diocese of Cairns and its parishes.
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BABINDA CHURCH
WINDOWS

Retirement Planning

“We guarantee you satisfaction” Written by Fr Kerry Crowley
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Retirement Planning
“We guarantee you satisfaction”
If you are over 50 and have not yet started to plan your retirement, do it
now. Almost every client says the same thing to me, “if only I had come to
see you sooner”.
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Photo courtesy BJ Price Art
Call us now and you can have your own
personal nancial planner – 40 521 950
Your ﬁrst meeting is cost and obligation free
Shane Tibbs is a Suncorp Certied
Financial Planner at 206 Buchan Street,
Cairns. He has 27 years experience, helping
people achieve their goals and retiring with
a brighter future.








Retirement Goals – Is it travelling, ﬁshing, spending more
time with family?
Accessing your Super – Avoid the traps.
Transition to Retirement – Access your super while you
are still working.
Convert your Super to an Income Stream – Doing it the
right way
Centrelink Aged Pension – We do all that for you too
Protect your Wealth – Making sure it lasts the distance
Call us now and you can have your own
personal ﬁnancial planner – 40 521 950
Your ﬁrst meeting is cost and obligation free*

Shane Tibbs* is a Certiﬁed Financial Planner
at 206 Buchan Street, Cairns Q. 4870. He has
27 years experience, helping people achieve
their goals and retiring with a brighter future.
Phone: 07 40521950
Email: reception@staﬁnancial.com.au
www.staﬁnancial.com.au

Phone: 07 40521950
Email: reception@stanancial.com.au
www.stanancial.com.au

Shane Tibbs is an Authorised Representative of Ausure Pty Ltd
ABN 94 096 971 854 AFSL 238433
Tricorp Financial Strategies Aust Pty Ltd ABN 91 102 478 544
trading as Shane Tibbs & Associates

Your trusted advisors in the Far North for 132 years

WE PROVIDE EXPERT LEGAL ADVICE, QUEENSLAND-WIDE IN

Agribusiness Building & Construction Law Commercial & Property Law Conveyancing
Corporate Law Family & Relationship Law Dispute Resolution & Litigation
Employment Law Workplace Health & Safety Environmental Law Franchising &
Small Business Advisory Government Advisory Insurance & Workers Compensation
Intellectual Property Native Title & Cultural Heritage Personal Injury Claims
Planning & Development Advisory Projects Probity & Procurement
Wills & Estate Planning & Disputes
Cnr Shields & Grafton Streets, Cairns QLD 4870

www.macdonnells.com.au
MAL0565_CairnsDiocesanNewsd-134X190.indd 2
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2018 CATECHIST CAMPAIGN

Written by Thresea Jankowski (State School RI Coordinator)

L-R Anne Jackson with new
catechist Marjorie Breslin

New catechist Cath Cefai

L-R Bob Holliday with new catechist
Fran Jones

At the start of each school year, we prepare to share our faith with
Catholic students in State School classrooms. We need more
people to help with the Religious Instruction classes. During
January and February, a Catechist Campaign was held at Masses
in the Northern Deanery.
At these Masses, the returning catechists were commissioned,
and their ‘Years of Service’ were acknowledged by acclamation
from those present. Their dedication to our State School Religious
Instruction Ministry is a great support to the children and their
families. During this year’s campaign, fourteen applicants stepped
forward to join our team. I think the great response was due to
the smiling presence of the current Catechists, who were happy
to share information and encouragement with anyone who asked.
All new catechists now have Blue Cards. All the catechists have
completed their Student Protection Training and completed a
classroom training workshop. At the workshop the new catechists
were welcomed to the team, and they received friendly advice and
encouragement from their supportive peers.
Armed with their ‘Christ Our Light and Life’ teaching manuals,
nine applicants are currently sharing their faith in classrooms.

Five newcomers have indicated that they will be ready to join us
later in the year. Most new catechists are sharing classes with their
experienced peers. Team teaching a class has definite advantages.
During lessons, one person can teach while the other assists the
students. Each partner takes a turn at presenting the lessons. When
a catechist is absent, their partner already knows the students and
the class routine, so the class goes ahead smoothly as planned, and
students do not miss out on lessons.
Many catechists are not able to teach for the whole year, due to
holiday plans, family matters or health issues. In these situations,
having a partner to cover your absence is definitely an advantage
for the children and for the catechists. While we welcome these
new catechists, I take this opportunity to thank those catechists
who are no longer able to be part of our team. This is an important
ministry, and we would like to say a big ‘Thank You and God Bless
You’ to those who are leaving us, for their effort during the past
years.
If you would like to join our happy dedicated team of Catechists
teaching Religious Instruction in State Schools, please don’t
hesitate to contact me, mobile 0418 184 800.
L-R Newcomer Mary Cefai with Stella Agius

L-R Fred Round with newcomer Ray Knight
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ST CLARE’S, TULLY PREPARES TO CELEBRATE

Written by Kath Kennedy (Assistant Principal Religious Education)
From humble beginnings back in 1928, St Past students, parents and staff who wish to receive an invitation
Clare’s School opened its doors under the and event details in coming months, can contact Vera Borgna at St
guidance of the Good Samaritan Sisters Clare’s on vborgna@cns.catholic.edu.au or 07 4068 1527.
and with an enrolment of 35 pupils.
This year, the school prepares to celebrate
its 90th anniversary with a current
enrolment of 150 pupils and now fully
staffed by lay teachers and ancillary staff.
The 90th Celebrations will take place on
14-16 September, starting with a Mass
at St Clare’s Church on Friday morning,
followed by morning tea, school tours
and activities for the students. Friday night will be a night of fun
with a cocktail party. On the Saturday afternoon, the community
will gather for a roll call, followed by student performances and the
St Clare’s fete. It will finish up on Sunday morning at 9am with a
thanksgiving Mass, followed by morning tea.
Preparations are underway, and we are appealing to anyone who
could loan memorabilia or photos, for return after the event, to
please contact the school office.

The Ronan sisters, Marcia Courtice (centre) and Noela Nissen
(right), with current St Clare’s student, Stella Berge, remembering
the stories of when their father Andy started school at St Clare’s in
the early years of primary education in Tully.

Current Prep and Year 6 students – Travis Gee, Chloe Lizzio. Rhys Vipiana, Bonnie Dore,
Maddy Fielder, Eden Emmi, Jace Condon and Marcus Luxford.
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CATHOLIC MISSION QR CODES
The Communications Team at Catholic Mission have been
working hard to tell the story of our partners and our mission in
innovative ways. One technology that has helped us to achieve
this is the Quick Response, or “QR”, Code –
QR code (abbreviated from Quick
Response Code) is the trademark for a type
of matrix barcode (or two-dimensional
barcode) first designed for the automotive
industry in Japan. A barcode is a machinereadable optical label that contains
information about the item to which it is
attached.
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QR_code
QR codes are becoming a great tool for us to share about our
Mission. They are quick and easy to use, which make Mission
stories accessible to a wider audience.
UPDATE ON UGANDA

Follow the simple steps below to access the following updates on
Uganda, our 2017 Ride to Reach Out: Cambodia adventure, and
our missionary work in Myanmar, which is being featured in this
year’s parish appeal campaigns:
1. Open the camera or the QR Code reader on your phone.
2. Hold your device over one of the QR Codes below so that it is
clearly visible within your smartphone’s screen.
Two things can happen when you correctly hold your smartphone
over a QR Code.
• The phone automatically scans the code; or
• On some readers, you will need to press a button to snap a
picture, not unlike the button on your smartphone camera.
3.

If necessary, press the button.

Presto! Your smartphone reads the code and navigates to the
intended destination. Keep in mind, this might not happen
instantly; it may take a few seconds on most devices.

R2R CAMBODIA

MYANMAR CAMPAIGN

Are stairs a problem?
Master Lifts have a convenient answer,
so you can stay in your double story home.
• Wheelchair lifts
• Home elevators
• Pool lifts
New and used options available.
Call us today,
and arrange a FREE in home demonstration and quote.
www.pkbookkeeping.com

07 40393100

Have a seat...
We’ll take it from here.

Phil : 0418 182 252

www.masterlifts.com.au
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Osborne Construction Solutions
PO Box 464 Bungalow Qld 4870
www.osborneconstructions.com
Email: phil@osborneconstructions.com
ABN: 58 151 699 704 QBCC Licence: 1209195

HOLY CROSS OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE
THANKS MARLENE WILSON
Written by Sarah Lovelady (Manager OSHC Operations and Compliance)
Catholic Early Learning and Care
(CELC) would like to make a very
special mention to one of the
most hard working, passionate
educators we have ever had,
Marlene Wilson. Marlene is 78
years old and has recently retired
from working at Holy Cross
OSHC for the past 6 years. She has
had a distinguished, long standing
career in children’s services and
has touched many young lives
along the way.

After many years working in Childcare, Marlene decided she
wanted to work with the older children. She spent 5 years working
at Caravonica OSHC, before moving over to Holy Cross. She said
that she walked in to Holy Cross and just knew she wanted to be
part of the service. Marlene quickly became a valued employee
and team member. She was incredibly dedicated and committed
to her role as an educator and because of her caring and nurturing
personality, developed meaningful relationships with the children
and families at the program. Her favourite part of working in OSHC
was seeing the children that have come through the program and
move on to high school. She would often whisper to some of the
children “I used to change your nappies” and they would giggle
together.

Marlene grew up in a small family.
Her mother was a war widow and
her brother was a legacy child. She has always been a hard worker,
and began her working life at just 14 years of age at Myer, in
Melbourne. She then moved to the Northern Territory and worked
in the Northern Territory government for 30 years. During this
time she gave birth to her three beautiful children, one son and
two girls.

One of the main highlights she had in her career was being asked
to be the godmother for one of the families in care. This is a true
testament to the amazing care Marlene provided for families across
the community.

At the age of 53, Marlene knew she wanted to pursue a different
career. She enrolled in her Certificate III and began working in
childcare. Once she completed her qualification, she was offered a
job straight away. Initially she worked in Maroochydore and North
Buderim, before moving up north to Palm Cove to work at the
local daycare.

With 25 years’ experience in children’s services, and 53 years of
life experience, it was with great sadness the staff, children and
families said goodbye to Marlene as she moved into retirement.
She will be spending her time volunteering for Father Neil at the
Parish, visiting her grandchildren, cleaning, going to the gym and
pottering around the house.
CELC would like to thank Marlene and acknowledge the important
work that she did across the sector. She has played a huge part in
the Cairns community and will be dearly missed.

Jeff Taylor Psychiatry
Dr Jeff Taylor
M.B.B.S., D.P.M.,
F.R.A.N.Z.C.P., DipCH
Dr Jeff Taylor wishes to
advise that he conducts
a home based practice in
General Adult Psychiatry
with special interest in
Psychotherapy at
7 East Parkridge Drive,
Brinsmead, Cairns

Dr Jeff Taylor has an interest in treating
conditions including:
•
•
•
•

•

C AT H O L I C E D U C AT I O N W E E K . CO M . AU | # C E W 2018 | # S OC E AWA R D S |

Anxiety
Depression
Mood Disorders
PTSD (post traumatic
stress disorder)
Obsessive Compulsive
Disorder

•
•

•

Specific Phobias
Treatment of Military &
Veteran related problems
Psychological problems
associated with physical
illness

For appointments:
Ph: 4034 1880 Fax: 4034 2329 E: jeff.taylor.au@gmail.com
www.jefftaylorpsychiatry.com.au
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INTRODUCING CENTACARE SOCIAL
WELLBEING HUB - CELEBRATING 25 YEARS
Written by Astrid Murray (Communications Officer) Centacare FNQ
Centacare FNQ has been proudly supporting the
community of Far North Queensland since 1981.
In May 1993, Centacare opened the Marlin Coast
Respite Centre. Based in Smithfield, the centre became
the first respite centre on the Marlin Coast and filled a
rapidly growing need. The centre has since relocated
and this year celebrates 25 years and a brand new name
- Centacare Social Wellbeing Hub! After 25 years the
Centacare Social Wellbeing Hub is firmly entrenched in
the community and well and truly part of the history of
the Marlin Coast.
Today, Centacare Social Wellbeing Hub is located in a
quiet residential area of Holloways Beach, offering a very
homely and relaxed atmosphere for clients. Two different
programs are offered; the Social Support Group and Centre Based
Respite. The ethos of the Hub is to assist clients to develop, maintain
and support social interaction so they can remain in their homes
and avoid early admission into permanent residential care.
The Social Support Group provides social interaction for people
over the age of 65, or 50 for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people living in the community, and offers a range of activities
including sports, games, musical therapy, aromatherapy and also
organised outings and events to celebrate special occasions.
Centacare Social Wellbeing Hub is currently offering a FREE trial,
allowing you or someone you know to try out the Social Support
Group for a day FREE. To take advantage of this offer contact
Gudelia Mato on (07) 4055 0890 or email swh@centacarefnq.org
for more information.
Spending time at Social Wellbeing Hub really is a positive social
experience.

25 YEARS STATE SCHOOL RELIGIOUS
INSTRUCTOR AT JULATTEN
Written by Janice Hunt – Coordinator State School Religious Instructors Western Deanery

children in three schools are enriched by
Catholic RI classes and in four schools
Christian RI is offered in which a Catholic is
part of the ecumenical team.

Congratulations Betty!! Recently the Cairns
Diocese and Mareeba Parish congratulated
Betty Howe (pictured) on 25 years of sharing
her faith with children in the local state school
of Julatten. With only small breaks while
battling serious illnesses, she has fostered
a love of God and the Catholic Church
in children attending Catholic Religious
Instruction classes (often preparing them for
the Sacraments of Initiation as well). She
began very hesitantly in 1994 at the request of
Fr Vandaleur. She recalls her panic, sleepless
nights and calling frequently for the Holy
Spirit to help. By the second year she was
feeling a little more sure and she is now a very
experienced Catholic Religious Instructor
with a style all her own. She does not intend
to stop.

There are others in the Western Deanery
who thoroughly enjoy their classes and
have been teaching for many, many years –
Sylvia Cockburn, Noelle Jackson, and many
others before we started counting for official
certificates!
As the Coordinator of the
Catholic State School Religious Instructors in
the Western Deanery, it is an honour to work
with such dedicated people.
These classes form an important part of the
witness of our faith to others. The catechists
support the role of parents who promised at
their baptism to raise their children according
to the Catholic faith. But also have an
important part to play in witnessing to school
staff and local community. It is by our actions
we are most often witnessing to our faith.

The Mareeba Parish is in the Western Deanery
area of the Cairns Diocese. It includes the
Atherton Tablelands and the towns from
Julatten in the north to Ravenshoe and Millaa
Millaa in the south. Seven State schools within
that area are currently receiving religious
instruction from Catholic catechists. Catholic

Thank you to all those who have been
catechists in previous years and those who will
be in the years to come.
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MISSION HERO

Written by Anna Jimenez (excerpt from Catholic Mission’s ‘Mission Matters’)

One of the Catholic Mission partners’ project
in Ethiopia is a scholarship program at the
Lideta (Nativity) Catholic Cathedral School
(LCCS) based in Addis Ababa (the capital of
Ethiopia), where we provide scholarships to
students from economically disadvantaged
families.
Originally, there were 50 beneficiaries of the
scholarships. Abba (Father) Misagana Asnake,
(pictured) who is implementing the project, has
requested a salary cut, so that more students
can benefit from a scholarship.
This sacrifice on his part will provide another
40 worthy students with a scholarship, who
would have otherwise not had the opportunity
to access quality education, which is a
fundamental human right of every child.
His action demonstrates the commitment and
sacrifice that we see in many of our in-country
partners globally. Abba Misagana is one of the
many amazing mission heroes we have in our
Church family. We would like to share this
story as a way of celebrating their achievements
and to bring smiles to your faces!
Pope Francis has called on us, as a part of our
missionary work, to pray for missionaries such
as Abba Misagana.
Please say a Hail Mary as soon as you read this
article for our missionaries to be carried by the
intercession of our Blessed Mother Mary as
they continue the Mission of Jesus on earth.
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We remember those who have died.
May they rest in peace.
Palma Cetinich 		

12th February

Mareeba

Joseph Grima		

5th April		

Innisfail

Marion Layman		

14th February

Earlville

Margaret Cogger		

6th April		

Yungaburra

Guido Vedelago		

17th February

Innisfail

Giuseppe Torrisi		

8th April		

Mareeba

Rosina Gallo		

18th February

Mareeba

Santo Basile		

12th April		

Innisfail

Ottavio Favaro		

21st February

Mareeba

Robert Cagnola		

16th April		

Dimbulah

Vinko Misir		

22nd February

Mareeba

Robert Harriman		

18th April		

Mareeba

Marin Cetnic		

27th February

Mareeba

Rosario (Ross) Parisi		

18th April		

Innisfail

Anthony (Tony) Camilleri

4th March		

Innisfail

Denis Henry		

24th April		

Gordonvale

Carmel Wheeler		

4th March		

Babinda

Bevan Lee		

27th April		

Cathedral

Giovanna (Josie) Wilkinson

6th March		

Innisfail

Luigi Gallo		

1st May		

Mareeba

Colin Rickards		

7th March		

Innisfail

Leonardo (Lenny) Pappalardo 1st May		

Babinda

Margaret McKenna		

7th March		

Earlville

Eva (Dulcie) Riesen		

4th May		

Yungaburra

Barry Cranwell		

11th March

Earlville

Vita Stella		

4th May		

Innisfail

Margaret Zonta		

11th March

Tully

Jean Moule		

5th May		

North Cairns

Emidio Tomassetti		

12th March

Mareeba

Mary Crowe		

10th May		

Earlville

Edward Williams		

13th March

Cathedral

Petar Bosni		

11th May		

Mareeba

Bernice Cibau		

17th March

Mareeba

Peter Cymbala		

12th May

Parramatta Park

Gelarda (Gina) Bartolo		

18th March

Babinda

Ivan Benjak		

14th May		

Mareeba

Lucia (Lucy) Marino		

18th March

Cathedral

George Sing		

15th May		

Tully

Maria Murador		

20th March

Dimbulah

Anthony Riordan		

16th May		

Mareeba

Vincenzo Casella		

20th March

Tully

Lina Torre		

17th May		

Innisfail

Lorraine Cutuli		

23rd March

Innisfail

Maria Espayos		

19th May		

Cathedral

Juliana Kadic		

27th March

Dimbulah

David Wegert		

22nd May		

Gordonvale

Alessandro Quintieri		

27th March

Mareeba

Terige Lavalle		

25th May		

Mareeba

Marie Worthington		

28th March

Parramatta Park

Koste Pocius		

28th May		

Atherton

Emma Skocaj		

30th March

Tully

Fredrick (Fred) Ducrot		

28th May		

Babinda

Nicolo Zappulla		

1st April		

Earlville

Douglas Grossi		

29th May		

Gordonvale

Dorothy McDonnell		

2nd April		

Atherton

Renato Arancio		

3rd June		

Mareeba

Gladys Jones		

3rd April		

Babinda
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