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(Creation Windows Brochure Adapted)

The clear white centre of the Cross 
of Creation Window 2 is a prism 

which when struck by the afternoon 
sunlight casts sprays of rainbow 

lights  
…

This is light itself. This is the first 
act of Creation. 

And the angel said to her,

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will  
be holy; 

he will be called Son of God.”  
Luke 1:35-36
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE
I write this as the APEC summit winds up in 
nearby Port Moresby – without the usual joint 
statement of consensus accord.

It has also been a busy time for Cairns, only 
an hour’s flight to P.N.G. with world leaders 
transiting through here, while others, rather 
discourteously, chose to commute each day 
from Cairns to Port Moresby – extensively for 

security concerns!!

Such is the current state of world affairs, which may be as fragile as any 
time in living memory – for some of us 60 – 70 years now.

We are so far from the prones – the peace of the first Christmas.  Mind 
you, that family was also only transiting through Bethlehem.

So let us at least hold the Hope and the Peace, which only He can give.

Yours truly in Christ,

+ James Foley

BISHOP OF CAIRNS

Welcome
At this time we celebrate the birth of Jesus. We wish you a happy 

and holy Christmas!
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS DURING 
THE CHRISTMAS SEASON:
• What are the Christmas Mass times across the diocese?
• Where is the nearest Church to me?
• How can I be involved in the Plenary Council process at Christmas time?

Visit the www.cairns.catholic.org.au website to find answers to these questions and learn more 
about the Diocese of Cairns and its parishes.
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At Masses on the weekend of 13th & 14th October in the Mareeba 
and Dimbulah parishes, the Augustinian Provincial, Fr Peter 
Jones, announced the sad news that there will no longer be an 
Augustinian Community of three (3) priests in those parishes.

The Augustinians have been a part of this region since 1884 and 
it was with a heavy heart that Fr Peter Jones announced this 
news to the community. 

Fr John Sullivan and Fr Kim Phu Tran will both be leaving in 
January 2019. Fr John said, “I am grateful for the friendship and 
hospitality extended to me by Bishop James, the diocesan clergy 
and not least, by parishioners during my time here. My next 
posting will be to Brookvale in Sydney where I will be prior to 
our student house, the students coming mainly from Vietnam but 
there will be also representatives from China, the Philippines and 
Korea. So I will be back among young Asians once again but will 
also keep a foot in the Australian local parish scene as I will be 
associate pastor to our parish of North Harbour. Let’s hope our 
paths cross again occasionally; if not, as St Thomas More wrote to 
his daughter, “Farewell and pray for me as I shall for you that we 
may merrily meet in heaven.”

There will no doubt be many farewell meals and get togethers 
for these two faithful servants of God’s grace during their time 
in Mareeba/Dimbulah parish. We wish them every blessing for 
their future appointments with the Augustinian Order.

FAREWELL TO FR JOHN SULLIVAN &  
FR KIM PHU TRAN

Fr Kim Phu Tran Fr John Sullivan

REST IN PEACE SISTER KATHERINE TERESA 
COYNE RSM
Katherine was born in Ballyhaunis, County Mayo on 17 April 1926. 
She went to board at a Mercy School in Tuam for her secondary 
education, going on from there to become a teacher.  After a few 
years of teaching in Ireland and England, she decided to follow a call 
to religious life and set out for Australia. She and her companion, 
Agnes Kavagnah, arrived in 1951 and Katherine began her religious 
life, which was to span 67 years, as Sister 
Mary Brigid.

The first years of her religious life were as 
a primary teacher at St Augustine’s school 
in Mossman, then at St Monica’s in Cairns 
before teaching secondary students at 
Mount St Bernard College, Herberton.  
While in Herberton, as well as teaching, she 
took care of the primary school boarders, 
some as young as four.  

In 1964, Katherine was appointed Superior 
and Principal of St Thomas’s school in 
Mareeba, before being appointed Mistress of 
Novices in Seville, Cairns for a year.  

After being elected Vicar General she moved 
to Herberton. She was our Congregational 
Bursar in the 70’s and 80’s. These decades 
were challenging times for financial 
administrators – charged not only with 
the responsibility for the well-being of the 
Sisters, but also with finding funds for their 

Written by Sister Anne Moule RSM
tertiary education and spiritual renewal courses in the wake of 
Vatican ll.

Ever the quiet achiever, Katherine never sought personal acclaim.  
Whether she was acquiring a piece of land, or purchasing a beach 
house for the Sisters’ rest and relaxation or undertaking yet another 
building project at Mount St Bernard, it was always for the Sisters, 

providing support for them in their Mercy 
Ministry.  

Katherine held in the highest regard those 
who constructed the major building projects 
under her care – the architects, engineers, 
the builders and the tradesmen – and she 
never forgot them.  Their families were her 
honored guests when she celebrated the 
Golden Jubilee of her religious profession in 
2004.

After leaving Herberton in 1987, Katherine 
spent 11 years in Cooktown, where she 
taught Religious Education in the school and 
worked in the parish.  She loved her time 
there, and made many good friends.  When 
she returned to Cairns, she moved to Coral 
Sea Gardens, then to Mercy Place Westcourt 
where she spent her last couple of years.  We 
thank God for her long, dedicated life and 
know that she will be enjoying the fruits of 
her labors with the God she loved so much.
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Bishop Foley together with 
the priests of the Diocese of 
Cairns would like to remind 
all parishioners of the Annual 
Christmas Charities Appeal which 
will be the only collection taken 
up at all Masses on Christmas 
Day. Donations to this Appeal 
benefit charitable institutions and 
organisations across the diocese.

Thank you in advance for your continued support of 
charitable endeavours across the diocese.

THE DIOCESE OF CAIRNS WELCOMES  
FR. MATHEW KOCHUVEETTIL

THE COLOURS OF NEW BABINDA WINDOWS 
(designed and created by BJ Price Art)

Fr Matthew arrived in November to 
minister in the Cairns Diocese.  He 
joins Fr Saju, Fr Paul and Fr Joby who 
also belong to the Congregation of the 
Sons of the Immaculate Conception 
(CFIC). “Our congregation was founded 
by Blessed Luigi Maria Monti in Italy. Our 
congregation is presently in 23 countries 
across the world.” 

I was born on 12 October, 1976 at 
Kodikulam, Kerala India. I am extremely 

happy to introduce myself as 7th child of my pious and religious 
parents. I joined the religious Congregation in the year 1993 
and made my first profession 8 December 1997. I made my final 
religious commitment on 31 December 2003 and was ordained 
on 26 November 2005. I hold a Bachelor’s Degree in Philosophy, 
English and Sociology from Bangalore University and Diploma in 
Formative Spirituality from Siddhi Vihara Mysore. 

My life objective is to redeem the souls by Word and taste the Lord 

If you look carefully at the windows, the rippled colour field, that forms 
the background, is one continuous image split in half. That connotes 
constancy, unity and of course the myriad of colours represents all the 
colours of creation that come from the one true light. Perhaps the meaning 
behind the artwork is best explained in a prayer :

Eternal love and eternal light.

God is light, both pysical and spiritual. 
All creation’s hues are born of His light. 
Like ripples, His presence surrounds us 

We bathe in His reflected glory.

God is divine Love 
The heart of the Messiah 

represents His infinite, burning love for humanity 
and his suffering for our sins.

Mother Mary is purity and 
maternal love, both burning and sorrowful. 

She is the virginal Mother of Jesus, and the Mother of us all.

Eternal love and eternal light. (author BJ Price)

and bear Him witness.  I firmly believe that, my life as a religious 
priest will enable me to lessen the burdens of the suffering people 
and to illumine their hearts in faith.

During the 14 years of my priestly journey I was in charge of 
formation, professor in College, a pastor in different dioceses, 
retreat preacher for religious, priest and laity and a spiritual 
councillor.  I have travelled to 7 countries and conducted retreats 
for the migrants who hail from India.  I can easily adapt to any 
situation and culture and I am totally committed to the mission to 
which I was called. During my visits to different countries I have 
come across people who belong to different cultures and ethnicities. 
This was really an enriching experience in my personal life.

I am excited to visit you all personally especially in the forthcoming 
advent season and in the New Year. I hope that I can render all of 
my skills, experiences and knowledge for the spiritual nourishment 
of the people entrusted to my care in the Diocese of Cairns. I accept 
your valuable prayers for the success of my ministry. 

“Wishing you Merry Christmas and a bright new year in advance. “
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STALWART RETIRES… Written by Andrew McKenzie

After 16 years at Rosies as a 
volunteer and team leader, 
and more recently for 
several years as the Cairns 
Coordinator, Lyall Forde is 
calling it a day and retiring. 
Under his leadership Rosies 
has operated a four night 
a week outreach serving 
sometimes more than 80 
patrons an evening with a 
hot meal, companionship 
and support.

He has built a team of 
more than 150 volunteers, 
engaged nearly every 
secondary school and a 
number of primary schools 

in support programs, and encouraged patronage from a variety of 
local businesses and organisations.  Rosies is the only organisation 
of its kind offering out of hours services to the homeless and others 
in need in Cairns.

Lyall’s working week generally involves picking up scores of 
donations from Palm Cove through to Gordonvale, speaking to 
school and community groups, and managing the Rosies’ base, 

ensuring it keeps up its stocks of the wherewithal for the outreaches, 
from tea and coffee through to keeping the vans fuelled and ready.  
There is also a bucket load of work in recruiting, training and 
supporting new volunteers, maintaining the roster, and developing 
Rosies leaders of the future.

Team leaders will often arrive to prepare for their outreach to find 
Lyall has been there earlier, putting on the urn, preparing iced 
water, and leaving hot food. When teams find themselves short of 
leaders or volunteers Lyall is the first person to volunteer for an 
evening on the streets.

Lyall is also something of a legend with Rosies friends on the street, 
many of whom regard him as a very good mate. In the true spirit 
of Rosies he knows them by both name and nature and shares their 
memories. However, they also know to be on their best behaviour 
in his presence.

Lyall may come back to Rosies in the capacity of a very much 
welcomed volunteer after a well-deserved long break but in the 
immediate future, it is likely his plans revolve around socialising, 
travel, visits to the racecourse and the occasional well-filled glass 
of good red. While we tend to overlook the fact that he is a kiwi by 
birth, he may continue to support the All Blacks’ rugby domination.

The Rosies community in Cairns thanks Lyall for being our heart 
and soul, and a constant in a climate of challenge and change. A top 
bloke doing a top job.

ROSIES, PRAYER IN ACTIONWritten by Editorial Staff

“O Jesus, make our hearts so human, that others may feel 
at home with us

so like Yours, that others may feel at home with You,

so forgetful of self that we might simply become the place 
where You and they meet.

In the power of Your love and the joy of Your friendship

Amen”

Every Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights Rosies Friends 
on the Street volunteers begin their nightly outreach saying the 
Rosies Prayer, as they set out to connect at a human level with the 
homeless in Cairns. 

Rosies celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2017. With over 150 
people volunteering their gifts and talents to provide food and 
companionship to the disadvantaged in the local CBD, Rosies 
examples a commitment to Service for the Common Good.

Rosies’ Guiding Principles articulate this commitment… Through 
our presence Rosies seeks to:

• Foster people’s self-worth and dignity;

• Reach out to people where they are at, accepting them as 
they are and welcoming them into our community; 

• Stand in solidarity with, and offer hope to, those who 
experience isolation, loneliness and alienation; and

• Model a more just, Christian and humane society.

Team members, Sabrina, Chantelle, Helen, Natalie and Lorraine 
for Thursday night’s 15th November outreach, provided food and 
companionship to almost 40 patrons at “Rosies’ Area” on Draper 
St. These patrons come from all walks of life and many would 
regularly seek Rosies assistance as perhaps the only hot meal for 
the week.  

Max a regular patron expressed how much he valued Rosies’ work, 
“It’s just worthwhile coming just for the volunteers and they do a 
fantastic job” Jess from Redlynch State College volunteered for 
the first time on the 15th. When asked about how she found her 
first night, her response was enthusiastic and immediate, “Very 
enlightening, you really got the idea I guess I’m seeing another side of 
what life could be like.” And “I will definitely be back!!”
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CELEBRATING THE MINISTRY OF THE SISTERS 
OF MERCY HERBERTON SINCE 1910

MENTAL HEALTH IS OUR MISSION

Written by Sr Rovena Duffy RSM

Written by Editorial Staff and Janice & Alban Hunt

On the 15th November 2018 the Sisters of Mercy gathered with 
Bishop James Foley, to celebrate the presence of the Sisters, in 
Herberton, since 1910. This event celebrated their contribution 
to the Diocese of Cairns as the Sisters now withdraw from active 
ministry on the Atherton Tablelands.

In 1910, the North West area of the state of Queensland was being 
opened up to provide cattle stations, and families settled in the 
area and this led to a need for the children to be educated. The 
Sisters responded to this need. The railway had been constructed 
through to Herberton, when tin was discovered and the Sisters, at 
the request of Bishop Murray, opened St Patrick’s Primary School.

Later, many people began pioneering sugar farms on the coast and 
some sent their young girls to the Sisters in Herberton. To educate 
the children of these families the Sisters of Mercy began taking 
boarders. To show his appreciation for the ministry of the Sisters, 
Bishop Murray presented the Sisters with a chalice to be used at 
Masses in the Chapel.

On Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th November the Cairns 
Diocese, Council of Priests and Centacare FNQ hosted the 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Pastoral In-Service at Seville Mercy 
Conference Centre. This one and a half day workshop was very well 
attended with over 70 participants attending from a wide range of 
pastoral settings.

The purpose of the workshop was to assist participants in recognising, 
naming and responding to the increasing demands placed on key 
personnel in parishes/pastoral settings in relation to the mental 
health needs of their parishioners/clients, and subsequent potential 
impact on their own mental health and wellbeing.

Key presenters were Christine Coop (Enable Occupational Therapy 
in Mental Health Pty Ltd, Townsville), Gary Hubble and Steve 
Bobbs (Mental Health and Wellbeing Team, Centacare FNQ).

The workshops by the presenters over the two days gave insights on 
how to re energise, how to recognise when one is in burnout and 
what help is available in the diocese. To move the energy level fuel 
gauge from near empty to a level that is healthy and sustaining.

Janice and Alban Hunt commented on this valuable in-service, 
“Attendees found the workshops were both beneficial to themselves 

on a personal level and for the application in their pastoral activities.  
Comments made by participants included “challenging”, “a very 
positive presentation that gives hope, and was entertaining”, “very 
interesting, helpful”, “very applicable and real”, “put things into a 
perspective of hope”.

In summary, the presentations were very specific and practical in 
nature. More similar workshops would truly be a gift to our diocese 
as this one was.”

Sister Mary Evangelist was one of the first five 
Sisters of Mercy to come to Cooktown in 1888 
and she was the founder of St Monica’s College.  
In 1921 she saw to the opening of Mount Saint 
Bernard College, Herberton.   

The College was privately owned by the Sisters 
who put their own earnings into its purchase and 
development.   They believed that through those 
years the greatest need was education, spiritual 
development and care of the young women in 
their charge. As time went on, Mount St Bernard 
College became well known for its excellence 
in all areas of education particularly music, the 
teaching of which, helped the Sisters earn their 
living and expand the school.

During World War II, the sisters also generously 
gave of their time, energy and facilities to provide for the soldiers.  
The sisters purchased a house across the road from the convent to 
provide a home for young boys evacuated to the Tablelands from 
the coastal areas, during the battle of the Coral Sea. 

From the 1960s and into the 2000s students came from many areas 
including sugar cane farms, the Torres Strait, cape communities and 
the Northern Territory. During those years the sisters discontinued 
the custom of bringing young women from Ireland to continue 
their mission in what now had become the Cairns Diocese. 

In the 1980s women from the Cairns Diocese were engaged in 
the work of the church in other ways and the number of religious 
sisters declined.  There are now 19 Sisters of Mercy in the diocese 
and they are involved in many ministries. 

There are very generous lay ministers continuing the work 
commenced by the Sisters. God’s work for God’s people continues 
to flourish in the Cairns Diocese.

Sisters of Mercy singing the College Song
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SAFETY IN THE WORKPLACE & HOME IS OUR 
RESPONSIBILITY

“COME TO THE WATER” A DROUGHT RECOVERY 
WEEKEND IN KARUMBA

Written by Emma Wyhoon (Work Health & Safety Advisor)

Written by Deacon Peter de Haas (Gulf Savannah, Rural 
Ministries Team)

We were honoured to have Don and Julie Sager, who are Workplace 
Health and Safety Queensland advocates, attend the Diocesan 
Worksafe Month Morning Tea held at the Bishops House on the 
17th October 2018. 

Julie and Don’s son, Adam was unknowingly exposed to asbestos 
dust when he was 18 months old. At 26, a fit and seemingly healthy 
Adam was training for the martial arts world championships when 
he first developed symptoms of the asbestos disease, Mesothelioma. 
He died just six months later.

Don and Julie raise awareness of the 
dangers of disturbing asbestos without 
adequate precautions, in the hope 
of sparing other families from going 
through what they have had to endure. 
They shared their very personal and 
touching story with us and there was not 
a dry eye in the room! The Sager’s story 
drives home that while a danger may not 
be apparent, the risks are very real and 
precautions should be taken, particularly 
given the prevalence of DIY’ers. 

The diocese also has a number of older 
buildings where asbestos is present. 
Knowing where asbestos is present 
helps manage exposure; every diocesan 
building has an asbestos register and we 
each must familiarise ourselves and any 

When still trying to recover from a six year drought, the rain is slow 
in coming and the days are getting very hot, life on a cattle station 
in the Gulf Savannah (and elsewhere of course) can become almost 
as dry as the surrounding countryside.  With that in mind, 42 adults 
and 12 children from 17 stations in Etheridge and Croydon Shires 
were invited to leave all their work and worries behind for a Come 
to the Water Weekend held in Karumba on 20th & 21st October.

This initiative was supported by government drought funds 
being managed through the Society of St Vincent de Paul (St 
Teresa’s Conference in Ravenshoe) together with donations from 
the Ravenshoe Community Drought Appeal, Gulf Cattlemen’s 
Association, and Northern Gulf Resource Management Group.   

Individuals and businesses in Karumba also very generously 
contributed in-kind 

Judging by the many smiles and peals of laughter, the weekend was 
a great success for young and old.  Activities provided at no cost to 
families included: a welcome function by the pool at the End of the 
Road Motel, dinner at Sunset Tavern, Karumba Point, experiencing 
one of those wonderful sunsets over the Gulf.  Then breakfast on 
the beach, a visit to the Barramundi Interpretive Centre, morning 
tea under the trees at Sunset Tavern and for the kids, a visit to the 
water park.  

Two fishing charter boats were hired on Sunday morning and a 
substantial number of fish were caught, thanks to the knowledge 
and expertise of Kerry D Fishing Charters.  (The writer of this article 
caught more fish that morning than he had caught in his entire life, 
and naturally, there were some mutterings on the boat about ‘divine 
assistance’!  Apparently, it has happened before …..)

One of the most telling observations about the success of this 
weekend came from one of the graziers who stated that he had not 
had a single thought about ‘home’ (meaning his station) until well 
into Sunday evening.

Tentative plans are already under way to repeat this weekend in 
2019, but with a completely different group.  If you, your parish 
or school would like to find out more information about how you 
might assist or support a ‘Come to the Water’ weekend, please get in 
touch with the Gulf Savannah Rural Ministries Team - 0411407780

contractors coming to our sites with the asbestos register for each 
building.

If you get an opportunity, please watch Adam’s story, “Losing 
breath.” If you decide to watch, and I encourage you to do so, make 
sure you have tissues at the ready! The link is as follows https://
www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/safety-advocates/julie-and-don-sager

It was a moving and memorable event.  Worksafe Month is about 
having an opportunity to come together and remember why safety 

is so important; the morning tea that 
followed was a great opportunity to 
mingle and meet our colleagues and 
celebrate how far our organisation has 
come in its safety journey. 

If you or someone you know is doing 
home renovations and would like some 
advice regarding working with asbestos, 
Workplace Health and Safety Qld 
have a video that gives further advice 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_
continue=1&v=OBoj6vl4hLg 

For more information on the 
management of asbestos or related 
questions please contact your WHS 
Department for support and advice. 

I hope you can join us next year! Julie and Don Sager together with Kevin Malone 
cutting the Work Safe Month cake. 

The weekend provided a rare opportunity for the Gulf Savannah 
Rural Ministries team to be together.  From L to R: Fr Laurie Timms, 
Alicia, Angela and Peter de Haas, Sr Irene Harrison.
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2018 CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CAIRNS  CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
CHURCH Christmas Eve Christmas Day Reconciliation

Atherton       
St Joseph’s, 28 Mabel St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 6pm with Carols & Live Nativity 
at 5.30pm

Christmas Day – Mass 9.30am Before Mass

Babinda 
St Rita’s, 15 Church St         

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 6pm Christmas Day -  Mass 8am Before Mass

Bamaga     
St Stephen’s  

Christmas Mass Saturday 22nd 
December Mass 9am Before Mass or Thursday Island

Cairns     
St Monica’s Cathedral 
181 Abbott St

Children’s Mass 7pm with carols 
from 6.30pm 10.45pm choir is 
singing Night of Miracles followed by 
Midnight Mass

Christmas Day – Masses 6:30am & 
10am

Every Saturday - 11:30am to 
12:30pm

Cardwell 
Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
121 Victoria St

Christmas Day - Mass 9.30am Also see Tully, Mission Beach, El 
Arish & Silkwood

Chillagoe       
St Nicholas of Tolentino and Bl 
Mother Mary of the Cross, Queen St.

Christmas Day Liturgy of the Word 
with Communion 9.30am

Cooktown  
St Mary’s, 
Furneaux  St

Christmas Eve – Liturgy of the Word 
with Communion 6.30pm.

CROYDON No Masses in the Gulf

Dimbulah   
St Anthony’s 
Raleigh St

Christmas Day – Mass 8am

Earlville      
Our Lady Help of Christians, 
18 Balaclava Rd

Christmas Eve – Masses during the 
Night 6pm & 8pm Christmas Day – Mass 8am

Edmonton (Bentley Pk)   
St Therese’s, 
135 Robert Rd

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 5:30pm & 7pm Christmas Day – Mass 8am Christmas Eve:  4.30pm to 5pm

El Arish 
Our Lady of Fatima, 
Glasgow St

Christmas Day – Mass 10am

FORSAYTH   No Masses in the Gulf

Freshwater     
Sacred Heart, 
15 Duffy St

Also see Stratford, Holy Cross & 
Redlynch Christmas Day – Mass 7am Holy Cross every Saturday 5pm & 

before Mass 

GREGORY DOWNS No Masses in the Gulf

GEORGETOWN        
St Patrick’s, High St. No Masses in the Gulf

Gordonvale               
St Michael’s, 
4 Muir St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 7pm Christmas Day – Mass 8am Fri 22nd 5.30pm

Hammond Island    
St Joseph the Worker Christmas Day – Mass 9am Before Mass or Thursday Island

Herberton   
St Patrick’s 
Broadway St

Christmas Day – Mass 8am Before Mass

Horn Island 
The Holy Family

Christmas Mass Sunday 23rd 
December Mass 9am Before Mass or Thursday Island

Innisfail 
Mother of Good Counsel 
90 Rankin St

Christmas Eve - Mass during the 
Night 6:30pm

Midnight Mass with Carols from 
11:30pm Christmas Day – Mass 9am

2nd Rite of Reconciliation Innisfail 
Tues 18th 7pm Reconciliation Sat 
22nd 11.30am

KARUMBA  
St James & St John, Yappar St. No Masses in the Gulf

Kuranda   
St Christopher’s 
20 Barang St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 9pm with Carols from 8:30pm

Malanda   
St James 
7 Monash St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 9pm with Carols from 8:30pm hristmas Day – Mass 8am Before Mass

Mass information is also at Phone (07) 4051 1990 or go to www.cairns.catholic.org.au
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2018 CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CAIRNS  CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
CHURCH Christmas Eve Christmas Day Reconciliation

Mareeba   
St Thomas of Villanova, 
59 Constance St

Christmas Eve – Masses during the 
Night 7pm with Carols from 6.30pm 
& 9.30pm with Carols from 9pm.

Christmas Day – Mass 10am

Mercy Place - Westcourt 
Gatton St Christmas Day – Mass 10am

Millaa Millaa     
St Rita 
Coral St  

Christmas Day – Mass 10am Before Mass

Mission Beach 
Holy Spirit, Webb Rd Christmas Day – Mass 7am

Mossman   
St Augustine 
24b Grogan St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 10pm Christmas Day – Mass 7am

See parish website (www.
catholicdouglas.org.au) or phone 
4098 2001

Mourilyan 
Christ the King, 
10 Harbour Rd

Christmas Day – Mass  7am See Innisfail

Mt Garnet   
Holy Rosary Christmas Day – Mass 8am Before Mass

Normanton  
Our Lady Help of Christians,   
Dutton St

No Masses in the Gulf

North Cairns  
Mother of Good Counsel,  
394 Sheridan St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 5.30 pm Mon 17th, 6pm

Northern Beaches (Trinity Park) 
Holy Cross 
Reed Rd,

Christmas Eve Vigil – Mass 6pm Christmas Day – Mass 8.30am Also see 
Freshwater, Stratford & Redlynch Every Saturday 5pm & before Mass 

Parramatta Park  
St Joseph, 
Cnr Draper & Loeven Sts

Christmas Vigil - Mass 5.30pm  
Indian Community Christmas Vigil - 
Mass 7.30pm

Christmas Day – Mass 8:30am Before Mass

Port Douglas  
St Mary 
2 Endeavour St

Christmas Eve - Mass during the 
Night 7pm Christmas Day – Mass 9am

See parish website (www.
catholicdouglas.org.au) or phone 
4098 2001

Ravenshoe   
St Teresa of the Child Jesus,  
2 Moffatt St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
night 8.30pm Before Mass 

Redlynch   
All Saints Chapel 
St Andrews College Intake Rd

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 10pm Also see Northern Beaches, Holy Cross Holy Cross every Saturday 5pm & 

before Mass 

Silkwood    
St John the Evangelist, 
Harold St

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 6pm Christmas Eve – 5pm

South Johnstone 
St Rita, 
5 Green St

Christmas Day – Mass 8am See Innisfail

Stratford     
St Augustine  
23 Kamerunga Rd

Also see Holy Cross Freshwater & 
Redlynch Christmas Day – Mass 10.30am Holy Cross every Saturday 5pm & 

before Mass 

Thursday Island 
Sacred Heart 
Douglas St

Christmas Eve – Mass 5.30pm Sat 23rd Dec 10am-12noon

Tully   
St Clare of Montefalco  
13 Mars St

Christmas Eve – Mass 6pm

Weipa 
St Joseph 
Boundary Rd

Christmas Masses will be celebrated 
on Saturday and Sunday 22 and 23 
December

Reconciliation before Mass

West Cairns 
St Francis Xavier, 
Cnr Mayers & Atkinson St,  
Manunda

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
Night 6pm Christmas Day – 8am Christmas Eve:  11am and 4pm

Yungaburra  
St Patrick’s,  Mulgrave St.

Christmas Eve – Mass during the 
night 6pm Before Mass 

Mass information is also at Phone (07) 4051 1990 or go to www.cairns.catholic.org.au
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HAPPENINGS ACROSS THE DIOCESE
Catholic Mission hosted an event on October 12 to 
feature local missionaries in the Cairns Diocese and 
show the inspirational movie, Letters from Mother 
Teresa. Over 70 from across the diocese attended the 
event.  We acknowledge the support of the Cairns 
Diocese, St Joseph’s School, Reach Youth and Cart 
Wheels Coffee.

During the event, Diocesan Director Anna Jimenez 
shared about Pope Francis declaring October 2019 
as the Extraordinary Missionary Month. Catholic 
Mission, with continued blessing and support from the 
Cairns Diocese, will explore ways to collaborate with 
other local mission agencies to mark the occasion in 
October 2019. 

Everyone is invited to share their thoughts and ideas to 
Anna. Please contact her directly via email: ajimenez@
catholicmission.org.au or mobile: 0450 213 042.

The commissioning ceremony led by Bishop James Foley was 
followed by a function at the Bishop’s residence, which was attended 
by around 100 people.  

Among those in attendance were members of State Council who 
had met earlier in the day, Vinnies representatives from other 
states, local parishioners, members of Dennis’ family and even 
some international tourists.

Dennis said “The Mass and function were both lovely events and I 
would like to thank you all for making it a wonderful evening”.

A NIGHT FOR MISSION

On Thursday 25th October the spare Bishop’s 
Chair (pictured) was used in the State’s first 
Junior Indigenous Youth Parliament held at 
the Cairns Convention Centre. 

Speaker of the Queensland Parliament and 
Member for Mulgrave, the Honourable 
Curtis Pitt MP officially opened proceedings.  
Mr Pitt congratulated all of the students from 
20 schools in the Cairns, Cape York, Torres 
Strait and surrounding regions.  

He said “I thank the youth members from 
across the region for their hard work in 
preparing for this event and for having their 
say on the issues that matter to them” Mr 
Pitt commented “My thanks also go to the, 
teachers and parents who attended to observe 
the event, and for taking such a strong interest 
in their students’ education”

BISHOP’S CHAIR AT 
YOUTH PARLIAMENT

DENNIS INNES’ ST. VINCENT 
DE PAUL STATE PRESIDENTS 
COMMISSIONING MASS 

Bishop Foley and Dennis Innes & John Forrest (previous State President) 
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HAPPENINGS ACROSS THE DIOCESE
On Sunday morning the 21st October, after Mass, parishioners 
and friends said goodbye to Michael Pieri at a lovely morning tea. 
Michael has been a very active member of the Northern Beaches 
Parish - member of the Parish Finance Committee, leader of 

Sunday Rosary at St Augustine’s, constant participant at Holy Hour, 
Stations of the Cross, etc.  Michael also organised the after Mass 
tea mornings. He has recently moved to Tasmania and is certainly 
being missed by all his friends at St Augustine’s. 

Sunday 18th November saw Freshwater 
parishioners come together to celebrate the 
80 year long history of their Church in Duffy 
Street. Parishioners from St Augustines were 
invited along to the 10.30am Mass to share in 
the celebrations.

Fr Neil Muir (Northern Beaches Parish Priest) 
presided and the Church was full to capacity. 
The liturgy involved long term members of 
the parish and the congregation was treated to 
music from local musicans. 

Morning tea was held after Mass and thanks 
must go to everyone involved in making this 
special celebration so rich and meaningful for 
all.

On Sunday 21st October, Reach 
gathered with other youth at Seville 
Mercy Conference Centre to celebrate 
the Year of Youth. 

The event consisted of outdoor fun, 
a beautiful Mass and a BBQ and 
fellowship afterwards.

Thank you to Anne Chellingworth, 
Diocesan Youth Ministry Coordinator 
for organising this beautiful gathering. 

FAREWELL AT ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH STRATFORD

SACRED HEART 
CELEBRATES 80 YEARS

YEAR OF THE YOUTH FINAL CELEBRATION

L-R Jacky Baker
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CENTACARE HAPPENINGS

OUR PLACE #WEARECAIRNSWEST

HOW DO WE ENCOURAGE 
HAPPINESS BY WELLBEING 
HUBS FNQ

CENTACARE FNQ LAUNCHES 
THE THIRD ‘CENTACARE 
SCHOOL SAVVY’ APPEAL 

Centacare FNQ Launches New Project that Builds on Community 
Strengths and Celebrates Community Connection. 

Centacare FNQ is delighted to introduce the latest project, ‘Our 
Place’ #WeAreCairnsWest. The Project aims to build on strengths 
and resilience in the neighbourhoods of Manunda, Manoora and 
Mooroobool. The emphasis is on whole-of-community cohesion 
and connection, with initiatives driven and designed by locals. 

The Our Place team includes five, well connected Community 
Builders, who weave the fabric of the neighbourhood together 
through hundreds of community conversations. The aim is to 
reveal community and cultural assets, stories, ideas, hopes, skills, 
passions and resources. 

‘Our Place’ will endeavour to build on community strengths by: 

• Focussing on community cohesion, connection, safety and 
pride 

• Creating space for community decision-making and action 

• Facilitating local-level initiatives with diverse groups, families 
and individuals 

“Our Place – We are Cairns West, is an opportunity for community to 
celebrate their identity. Centacare FNQ is delighted to host a dynamic, 
meaningful and positive project where community is supported in 
what they are passionate about,” says Centacare Director, Anita 
Veivers. “The project is a wonderful platform for promoting what’s 
strong in community, instead of what’s wrong.” 

Centacare FNQ has developed ‘Our Place’ with funding from the 
Department of Social Services ‘Community Resilience Grant’ for 
the next three years.

We all recognize that maintaining a positive approach to life 
sustains our wellbeing. However, how do we encourage happiness 
in others and increase it in ourselves?

This has been the centre of Wellbeing Hubs program, delivered by 
Centacare FNQ. Focusing on the International Wheel of Wellbeing 
framework, the program delivers positive wellness strategies to 
individuals, community, schools and agencies in the Tablelands, 
Cairns and Cooktown regions. 

As an evidence based approach, the Wheel looks at each part of 
wellbeing and provides useful strategies to help encourage positivity.

The program during 2018 incorporated training events and 
activities with a view to increase overall community wellbeing in 
2019. For more information for our community or school about 
the Wellbeing Hubs program, contact Emma Townsend on emma.
townsend@centacarefnq.org 

The School Savvy pop-up shop sells low cost, new and second 
hand uniforms and school supplies in addition to providing an 
opportunity for learning and skill development in the retail trade 
for Centacare volunteers. The response to date from the community 
has been incredible! 

 “School savvy is aimed at families on low incomes or those who are 
going through challenging times. We know Christmas and the summer 
months are an expensive time for all families. Having to purchase 
new school uniforms, along with text books and school supplies can 
be a huge struggle, especially straight after Christmas” said Centacare 
Executive Director, Anita Veivers. 

Once again, Centacare is calling on families and year 12 students to 
dig out those uniforms that their children have grown out of or they 
have no further need for, to put them to good use by donating to the 
Centacare School Savvy Appeal. 

Centacare is also calling on local businesses to get on board by 
donating unwanted quality stationery supplies such as pens, 

calculators rulers etc., with many of last year’s supporters already 
committed to this year’s appeal 

Pre-loved and new uniforms and school supplies in good condition 
can be dropped off at Centacare FNQ, during business hours or at 
any of the local St Vincent De Paul outlets.

Contact Centacare FNQ on 4044 0130 or by email at schoolsavvy@
centacarefnq.org

Keep up to date with the latest School Savvy news by following the 
Centacare Facebook page at www.facebook.com/centacarefnq OR 
visiting our website: www.centacarefnq.org/schoolsavvy.

Written by Emma Townsend (Centacare 
Wellbeing Hubs FNQ Coordinator)

Written by Andrea Obeyesekere, Centacare FNQ Community 
Development Worker 
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On Saturday night, the 24th of November 
over 100 people gathered at St Rita’s 
Church to celebrate Fr Grundy’s Diamond 
Jubilee. Fr Bill presided at the 6.00pm 
Mass with Fr Karel Duivenvoorden, Fr 
John McGrath, Fr Bill, Fr Dan Grundy 
(brother) and Fr Frank Gordon (pictured)

Parishioners from Babinda and across 
other parishes including some of Fr Bill’s 
family attended the Jubilee event and 
experienced the hospitality of Babinda 
parish with a shared meal after Mass.

A vote of thanks was given to Fr Bill from 
Judy Billiau (principal St Rita’s Babinda) 
for his long standing commitment 
and support for the school. Several 
parishioners also delivered their personal 
thanks and memories of Fr Bill during 
his many years as parish priest. Family 
members took this opportunity to speak  
about their memories of their much loved 
brother.

When approached to write this article we were asked to do a story of 
who we are, what we have have done and what we hope to achieve at 
Genazzano Retreat.This was certainly a broad brush so we have tried 
to make it as concise as possible. 

Eric ... Has a BA in Ag Science and spent many years as a farm 
advisor, vet rep and agricultural store manager. He also has 
managed farm co-ops and been a tour guide on Fraser Island. Eric 
was born in Roma and was educated at Downlands Sacred Heart 
College and Gatton Agricultural College. The eldest of seven boys, 
he enjoys BBQs, birds, poetry & camping. In 2009 we bought a 
50 room Motor Inn in NSW so starting our love affair with the 
accommodation and hosting industry. 

Simone … Has a Diploma in Marketing and spent many years 
as a rep for Tchibo Coffee Coy as well as working in advertising 
with a local paper called the Echo. Simone also has Interior Design 
qualifications and worked in a large furnisher store in Munich, 
specialising in window displays. Simone loves birds, wildlife study, 
photography, chickens and making people happy. Before coming 
to Genazzano Simone worked at Habitat Noosa Eco Camp as a 
receptionist and Eric as the maintenance man. Our Hopes

Genazzano is a wonderful facility that lends itself to schools, 
corporations, weddings, special interest groups, parties and 
campers. We are commited to making it the premier Tablelands 
location for use by these market segments. More weddings, 
more functions and more organised activities with our extensive 
customer base are high on our agenda. Establishing some glamping 
tents, astronomy night talks, nature and water based activities are 
just some of the areas we want to promote. 

“The opportunity at Genazzano was attractive to us because we get 
to do what we are good at and love … hosting people and treating 
them like we like to be treated. Our diversity of experience allows us 
to converse with people from all walks of life & culture.”

AN INSIGHT INTO THE NEW MANAGERS OF 
GENAZZANO RETREAT

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF PRIESTHOOD

For more info look at our website, contact us by email or speak to our 

on-site Caretakers on 0429351566 or Like us on Facebook:  

Genazzano Retreat Campground

739 Powley Road, Yungaburra QLD 4884

Telephone: (07) 4095 3232

Facsimile: (07) 4095 2050

Mobile: 0418 769 796 

Email: info@genazzanoretreat.com.au

Web: www.genazzanoretreat.com.au

ABN 50681607010
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From Thursday 27 September to Sunday 30 September, I attended 
the 2018 Ignite Conference in Brisbane.  I was very moved to see 
so many young people giving praise and glory to God. There were 
‘Rallies’ that consisted of modern Christian music and people 
giving Christ-centered messages that really engaged the youth. 
Workshops and presentations were attended during the day and 
catered for different age groups. The Masses also had modern 
Christian music but did not diminish the sacredness of the Mass.  
In addition, when participants come down from the ‘Mountain Top 
Experience’ of the Ignite Conference, there are follow up activities 
and groups available throughout the Brisbane Archdiocese.

The Ignite Conference happens every year and I would strongly 
encourage young people to attend and to be open to the experience. 
This is a wonderful gift that parents, grandparents, great 
grandparents and Godparents can give their youth. 

As a Church, parish and as individuals we need to look at engaging 
the youth and the Ignite Conference certainly shows how this can 
be done. 

Please do look at the following links for more information:

https://igniteyouth.com/conference19  (Write down the dates for 
next year and book now. Also have a look around the website and 
see what Ignite is all about).

http://www.shalomworldtv.org/videos/index/2640 (Music from 
Ignite Conference)

https://www.emmanuelworship.com/ (Main group that provided 
the music)

Most Reverend Wenceslao Padilla C.I.C.M., the 
Apostolic Prefect of Ulaanbaatar, died on the 26th 
September  at age 68 of a heart attack.  Bishop Wens, 
a missionary of the Congregation of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, was proof that a Church so steeped in 
centuries-old tradition still needs its pioneers. 

National Director of Catholic Mission Father Brian 
Lucas said that the impact that Bishop Wenceslao 
Padilla had on the people he met during his visit on 
behalf of Catholic Mission five years ago is still spoken 
about. ‘He touched many people and the heroic mission 
to such a remote part of the world was truly inspiring,’ 
he said. ‘We pray that the fledgling church which he 
began will continue to flourish.’  Our prayers are with 
his family, friends, and his faithful followers.

THE IGNITE 
CONFERENCE

VALE BISHOP WENCESLAO PADILLA C.I.C.M

Written by Fr Nathan McKay (Assistant Priest Innisfail & 
Vocations Director)

Adapted from Catholic Missions Official Statement  
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“Santiago has become the joy of people from across the world. Because 
those who arrive in sadness return joyfully…” (Codex Calixtinus, 
Liber I, XVIII)

Over the September holidays, I was privileged to join a group of 
Cairns Catholic Education office and school staff, my colleague 
Brad Henry and Fr Neil Muir, in walking the Camino. This was 
a huge opportunity for reflection, for spiritual nourishment, for 
releasing troubles and burdens and for honouring loved ones. 
It was also physically demanding, as we walked for over 200 
kilometres across the north-west of Spain, from Ponferrada, to 
Santiago De Compostela.

For those who do not know about the Camino De Santiago, The 
Way of St James, El Camino, or simply, ‘The Way’, is an ancient 
Catholic or Christian pilgrimage route to the Cathedral in Santiago 
De Compostela in Spain.  The journey or pilgrimage “is said” to 
start from the time you leave your home and for each person the 
experience is different.

For over 100 years pilgrims have walked and prayed and reflected 
en route to Santiago De Compostela, to the tomb of St James. It is 
a sacred journey. People come from all over the world, Catholics, 
Christians, other religious denominations and the non-religious. 
On our visit to the cathedral, we were able to pray at the tomb and 
to hug the statue of St James. Both were very moving experiences. 

As we had a set time frame to complete our journey, we would 
walk between 22 and 30 kilometres per day. Our group was lucky 
enough to have pre-arranged accommodation for the end of 
each day, so we could have a chance of a good night’s sleep! Most 
mornings, however, we would head off before or just on daybreak!

We were very lucky to have Fr Neil walking with us on the Camino. 
Not only was he knowledgeable and great company, but also he 
was able to say Mass for us at a variety of chapels and churches 
along the way. Some of these were many centuries old and full 
of character and history. Many had very elaborate and ornate 
features and were, at times, quite overwhelming. Others were 
tiny churches and quite simple in design, but with at least one key 
feature.  These were often where we had to go to get our Camino 
passport stamped.  This had to be presented in order to receive our 

Catholic Mission - Cairns would like to offer a 
daily calendar and prayer that you can use for 
any month of the year as a resource to help us 
pray for all areas of our mission in the Cairns 
Diocese.

Heavenly Father, we place in Your perfect love 
the missionary activities of 

(nominated place/ministry for the day)

Today is the day we pray for them and their call 
to mission by sharing Your love to others. May 
Your perfect and overflowing love be felt by each 
and every person in this place. Help them to see 
clearly where the Spirit is leading them. May they 
always say yes to love and have the courage to 
say no when the leading is not right. We pray this 
with trust in the name of Jesus, the compassion 
of God, confident that You will make Your love 
perfect and Your joy complete in us. Amen.

Hail Mary...

St Therese The Little Flower, pray for us.

St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.

“Compostelas” (Certificate). This proved that we had walked where 
we said.

If you were to ask me what I gained from the experience of walking 
The Camino, I would say many things.  Firstly there was the 
comradeship and support from the group, secondly, the experience 
of being in another country, experiencing their customs, language, 
food and lifestyle. Finally, it was the achievement of completing 
The Way, which was not only challenging, but was also rewarding. 

Not everyone has an opportunity, such as walking the Camino, 
to put a little perspective on life and the journey ahead. It is 
always good to take stock and see where you are at, with work, 
emotionally, financially, physically and spiritually. How are you 
travelling along your ‘Way’?

THE WAY

2019 MISSION DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR

Written by Jacinta Roberts (APRE) Holy Cross School

		

Catholic	Mission	-	Cairns	would	like	to	offer	a	daily	calendar	and	prayer	that	you	can	use	for	
any	month	of	the	year	as	a	resource	to	help	us	pray	for	all	areas	of	our	mission	in	the	Cairns	

Diocese.	

Heavenly	Father,	we	place	in	Your	perfect	love	the	missionary	activities	of		
(nominated	place/ministry	for	the	day)	

Today	is	the	day	we	pray	for	them	and	their	call	to	mission	by	sharing	Your	love	to	others.	
May	Your	perfect	and	overflowing	love	be	felt	by	each	and	every	person	in	this	place.	Help	
them	to	see	clearly	where	the	Spirit	is	leading	them.	May	they	always	say	yes	to	love	and	
have	the	courage	to	say	no	when	the	leading	is	not	right.	We	pray	this	with	trust	in	the	

name	of	Jesus,	the	compassion	of	God,	confident	that	You	will	make	Your	love	perfect	and	
Your	joy	complete	in	us.	Amen.	

Hail	Mary...	
St	Therese	The	Little	Flower,	pray	for	us.	

St	Mary	MacKillop,	pray	for	us.	
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*Centacare, Vinnies, Rosies, Caritas and Catholic Mission

Please feel free to remove the calendar and use this resource as part of your daily prayer!
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Prayer: St James, Apostle, chosen among the first, you were 
the first to drink the cup of the Master and you are the great 
protector of pilgrims. Make us strong in faith and happy in 
hope on our pilgrim journey, following the path of Christian 
life, and sustain us so that we may finally reach the glory of 
God the Father.  Amen.

L –R Brad Henry, Kath Porter, Judy Billiau, Jacinta Roberts, Lee 
MacMaster, Sue MacMaster, Fr Neil Muir, Donna Moore, Alison 
Forster, Vicki Bell, Greg Hoare
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Bishop Foley, Diocesan Finance & Administration together with the 
editorial staff would like wish the diocesan community a 

Holy and Blessed Christmas
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a Prosperous and Graced New Year
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