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When they reached the place called The Skull, they crucified him there and the two criminals also, one 
on the right, and other on the left.  Jesus said, Father, forgive them; they do not know what they are doing.  

Then they cast lots to share out his clothing. Luke 23/33-34 
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POPES LENTEN MESSAGE
Dear brothers and sisters, the “lenten” period of forty days spent by the Son of God in the desert of creation had the 
goal of making it once more that garden of communion with God that it was before original sin (cf. Mk 1:12-13; Is 
51:3). May our Lent this year be a journey along that same path, bringing the hope of Christ also to creation, so that 
it may be “set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the children of God” (Rom 8:21). Let us 
not allow this season of grace to pass in vain! Let us ask God to help us set out on a path of true conversion. Let us 
stand beside our brothers and sisters in need, sharing our spiritual and material goods with them. In this way, by 
concretely welcoming Christ’s victory over sin and death into our lives, we will also radiate its transforming power to 
all of creation. (From the Vatican, 4 October 2018 – Feast of St Francis of Assisi, adapted)

Adapted by Editorial Staff from L’Osservatore Romano Newspaper from Rome

SAINTS CANONISED BY THE HOLY 
FATHER … THEIR STORIES
PAUL VI

Paul VI was beatified by Pope Francis during the extraordinary 
Synod on the Family on 19th October 2014.  Four years later on 
the 14th October 2018 he was canonised during the Synod on 
Youth. The two important events have in common the nature of two 
miracles which led to his Canonization. 

The miracle examined by the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints for the Beatification took place in California USA in 2001.  
A pregnant women’s ultrasound at 24 weeks revealed a deficiency 
of amniotic fluid.  Several doctors advised her to terminate the 
pregnancy, but she refused.  A family friend, a Maltese nun who 
had met Paul VI in person, began praying for his intercession and 
encouraged the family and her own congregation of Sisters to do 
the same.  Ten weeks later tests showed a marked improvement 
and a healthy baby was born in the 39th week.  Tests conducted 
throughout the following years have shown the child to be in perfect 
physical and psychological health. 

The second miracle happened in Verona Italy in September 2014.  It 
was a similar set of circumstances as the first.  However after refusing 
to undergo an abortion, it was the gynaecologist who suggested 
imploring the intercession of Paul VI who was to be beatified the 
following day.  The pregnant women and her family went to pray 
at the Shrine of Our Lady of Graces in Brescia, where Paul VI had 
spent much time growing up.  The situation did not improve and the 
woman was hospitalised several times with repeated complications.  
On the 25th December she was admitted again to the hospital and 
delivered a baby girl at 26 weeks.  After months of intensive neonatal 
care, the baby was released in April 2015.  Medical check-ups have 
consistently found her to be in good health. 

As with other saints, there is a clear continuity between what 
characterized Paul VI’s existential response to God’s call and his 
intercession of behalf of these two families.

OSCAR ARNULFO ROMERO GALDAMEZ 

The Canonisation of Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero Galdamez 
is an extraordinary gift for the entire Catholic Church in this 
millennium.  It is for all Christians too, as shown by the attention of 
the Anglican Church which, in 2000, placed a statue of Archbishop 
Romero on the façade of Westminster Cathedral next to those 
of Martin Luther King and Dietrich Bonoeffer.  It is also a gift of 
human society, as shown by the decision of the United Nations to 
declare 24th March, the date of his assassination, the International 
Day for the Right to the Truth Concerning Gross Human Rights 
Violations and for the Dignity of Victims.  

Pope Francis wanted Paul VI and Romero to be united in the 
celebration of Canonisation.  It is a meaningful consonance.  They 
are two great witnesses of the 20th century:  two Saints of the Second 
Vatican Council.  One, because he brought it to conclusion, and the 
other because he lived its spirit to the very end.

Romero met Paul VI just after he was appointed Archbishop of 
San Salvador.  The accusations against him and his pastoral work, 
which had reached as far as Rome, were extremely cumbersome. 
The Archbishop presented to the Pontiff photographs of Jesuit 
Rutili Grande, who had been assassinated along with two farmers; 
Paul VI blessed them and said to Romero “take courage, you are 
the Archbishop, you are the one in charge.  Lead your people”.  The 
world has changed a great deal since 1980 when, to silence his voice, 
Romero was murdered at the altar.  

This Canonisation, under the Pontificate of the first Latin American 
Pope, imparts particular strength to Romero’s witness: for his 
country, El Salvador, that it may defeat the violence of the maras for 
all of Latin America, that it may find a path of new development; for 
the entire world, that it may fill the chasm between the many poor 
and the few rich.

Pope Francis’ pastoral work firmly ties Romero’s work to today’s 
Church and her mission in the world. Archbishop Romero was 
“charged” with the accusation:  “Romero chose the people and the 
people chose Romero” A charge that in truth was the most beautiful 
commendation.  It is moving to see that today farmers still speak 
with him while kneeling at his tomb!

St Oscar Romero                      Pope St Paul V1
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RECENT 
APPOINTMENTS

Fr Mathew Kochuveettil will move from 
North Cairns to assist Fr Kerry Crowley 
in the extensive Innisfail parish, as 
Assistant Priest.

Fr Joseph Pullanappallil will move to 
priest-in-residence at North Cairns.  

Fr Saju Thekkanath Joseph, pastor of St 
Joseph’s, Parramatta Park, will resume 
canonical oversight as pastor for both 
Parramatta Park and North Cairns.

Fr Laurie Timms OCarm will take on the role of Priest 
Administrator for Gordonvale Parish.

Written by Hugh O’Brien and Rita Watson
FAREWELL FATHER JUDE RONAYNE-FORDE
Fr Jude was farewelled at St Michael’s Parish Gordonvale on Sunday 
30th December 2018.     Breakfast, Speeches, Singing, Tales, Tears.

Father Jude served our Gordonvale Parish for seven years leaving 
us on 1st January 2019.  Gordonvale parishioners and the Papuan 
community of Cairns have been fortunate to have had a parish priest 
who gave the gift of celebrating daily Mass, gave thought provoking 
homilies and made frequent visits to palliative care.  He was a man 
of wisdom, of deep discernment, of care for others and who always 
enjoyed a good joke. 

A number of parishioners have offered Vale comments for our 
Father Jude: 

Fr Jude was instrumental in a number of projects which enhanced 
the liturgies in our parish:   The building of the Grotto and the 
innovation of the large Crosses for the outdoor Good Friday 
Celebrations. The Christmas Crib.  The air-conditioning of the 
Church, which has been a necessity, rather than a luxury, thanks to 
Father Jude’s persistence.  The installation of the television sets to 
assist the congregation’s participation in the Mass. 

Fr Jude, did not do all this on his own, he cleverly planted the seed in 
the various groups and waited to see who might pick up the project, 
the qualities of a true shepherd among the flock!  

Fr Jude was known as a hard working priest.  He never forgot 
anybody.  He cared for the sick, the elderly, the needy, the homeless, 
young people and all parishioners.

He sent out personalised Christmas cards to all.  He gave hope to 
those who never went to Mass, he made them feel they still counted.

Fr Jude was always concerned about the welfare of young married 
couples, who could be restricted to working part time and raising 
young children. He was always concerned about the welfare of the 
staff at the school and often attended school functions. 

Thank You Fr Jude, for your ministry in our parish and diocese and 
all you have achieved for our parish, it has been a pleasure working 
for you and we will all be forever grateful.

Father Jude is now resident at the Adam and Eve Franciscan Friary 
in Dublin.  He has returned home to Ireland after years of dedicated 
service in Papua New Guinea, Thursday Island and Gordonvale. Fr 
Jude said in his first email on arrival “I am in Dublin. It is Sunday 
morning - a wet and very quiet Sunday. I am in the Franciscan Friary 
beside the River Liffey in a part of the city that is full of history, old 
buildings, stories and ghosts. I feel as if I have never been away and 
just feel the need to walk the old paths and relive ancient times.  I was 
in this church/Friary - 70 years ago! It’s like coming home after a very 
long journey”.

Michael & Jane Greenwood, Fr Jude, Nellie Gaiardo  
& Angela Bulmer Mary Dall’Alba, Rita & Ben Watson, Fr Jude 

Ordination Anniversaries
Some significant milestones in our 

clergy ministry will be reached this year, 
congratulations to:

Neil Muir    25 years
Saju Thekkanath   25 years
Gerald O’Connor   50 years
Hilary Flynn    55 years
Laurie Timms   45 years
Deacon Ralph Madigan   10 years
Deacon Alban Hunt  10 years
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NEW SENIOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
PROGRAM – CATHOLIC FAITH IN ACTION 
FOR CAIRNS DIOCESE 

ST AUGUSTINE’S COLLEGE WELCOMES 
NEW PRINCIPAL

Media Release

Written by Matthew Brennan

The commencement of the 2019 academic year has brought with it 
a new and exciting religious education program, ‘Catholic Faith in 
Action’ (CFiA), in the senior secondary years of education across all 
schools in the Cairns Diocese.

Bishop James Foley challenged senior leaders in Catholic Education 
to create a new program in which young people in all the secondary 
colleges experience faith learning within the reality of their own 
life. It is his hope that the program, Catholic Faith in Action, will 
call all young people to positive action in a way that is reflective of 
the Catholic social teachings and opportunities experienced in the 
program.

Catholic Education Services Executive Director, Mr Bill Dixon 
added that, “At a time when society is becoming increasingly secular, 
and some people even question the existence of God, there is an even 
greater need for young people to benefit from a dynamic Secondary 
Religious Education Curriculum. It is my belief that Catholic Faith in 
Action provides a framework for our Colleges to provide a curriculum 
that is needed in modern times.”

Catholic Faith in Action was officially launched on Tuesday, 
February 12 at St Augustine’s College, Cairns. All Year 11 students 
and staff across the Diocese converged at the College for a day of 
input and discussion from priest and acclaimed author, lecturer and 
film critic, Fr Richard Leonard, SJ.

The components of the new program include scripture, Catholic 
social teaching, Catholic worldview, other religious experiences, 
worldviews and Indigenous spirituality, Catholic anthropology, 
ethics and morality, religious identity and culture, evangelisation 
and faith formation, prayer and worship, social justice and action.

St Augustine’s College 
Cairns welcomed its 18th 
Principal this year with 
the appointment of Mr 
Matthew Brennan.  Mr 
Brennan will be the first 
lay principal after the 
Marist brothers led the 
College for the first 89 
years.  He comes with a 
wealth of experience, with 
St Augustine’s being the 
fourth Marist community 
that he has been a part of. 

Mr Brennan has completed 
a Bachelor of Education, 

a Graduate Certificate in Education and a Master of Educational 
Leadership and has worked in all boys’ schools for over 25 years. 
He has also worked across three boarding schools and has an 
intimate knowledge of how they operate and has a passion for them. 
Mr Brennan has held a number of leadership positions including 

House Dean at Marist College Canberra, Senior Boarding Master 
at St Stanislaus’ College, Bathurst and Director of Boarding at St 
Gregory’s College. 

Most recently he has been the Head of Senior School at St Gregory’s 
College Campbelltown. Dr Frank Malloy, National Director of 
Marist Schools Australia, stated “Mr Brennan is highly regarded for 
his leadership of quality contemporary learning and teaching in boys’ 
education.”

When asked about the appointment at St Augustine’s Mr Brennan 
said, “It is an incredible honour to be given this opportunity. To follow 
such great Marist Brothers including Br Paul Hough, Br Michael 
Green and most recently Br Darren Burge is humbling. Having had 
all three reach out and offer support is very much appreciated and 
you would be a fool not to take them up on the offer. Also having a 
Brothers community still very active in the College puts St Augustine’s 
in a strong position moving into the next stage of its history”.

Mr Brennan is looking forward to getting to know the community at 
St Augustine’s and is joined in Cairns by his wife, Margie. They have 
two children, aged 22 and 18, who are both studying in Sydney and 
he looks forward to welcoming them to Cairns throughout the year.

The program does not contribute to a student’s Queensland 
Certificate of Education (QCE) or Australian Tertiary Admission 
Rank (ATAR), however accountability measures are in place to 
ensure meaningful participation and achievement of the Year 12 
Graduate Expectations. Colleges will still offer elective courses of 
religious study, such as Study of Religion, Religion and Ethics and 
Certificate III/IV in Christian Ministry and Theology, which may 
contribute to a student’s QCE and ATAR.

For further information please contact, Sharon O’Keeffe – Director 
Identity & Outreach sokeeffe@cns.catholic.edu.au 

St Augustine’s College students with their journals’ L –R  Kalani 
Abraham; Matthew Prasad; Brennan Skarott; Jaylen Poi Poi; 
Brendan Ward 
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A LETTER FROM DR. SEAN MANGAN, 
COLLEGE PRINCIPAL TO 2019 ST ANDREW’S 
COLLEGE CAPTAINS……

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate the 
following students on their appointments to 
College Captains for 2019. The Junior Years 
Captains: Ava Bolton, James O’Sullivan-
Roberts, Makenzie Webber. Middle Years: 
Layla Burtt, Harrison Saunders, Hamish 
Wright, Senior Years: Tara Duckworth, 
Samuel Stead and Campbell Steer. Through 
a thorough selection process including: 
your application, interview and input from 
staff and your peers, you have earnt this 
significant leadership position at the College. 

You and your families can feel proud of your achievements to date 
as you have clearly demonstrated personal qualities that attracted 
others towards following you.

Leadership brings many challenges, some highs and lows, along 
with many rewards. Our society needs great leaders, people we can 
trust and believe that they will act in the best interests of those that 
they have been elected to serve. Your leadership role brings a level of 
influence, as you will participate in decision making processes that 
will affect future directions and outcomes of our College. We hope 
that you will be balanced in your decision making and not be afraid 
to reflect and pray over difficult decisions that may come your way.

There have been many great leaders that you can examine, but the 
greatest role model in terms of leadership was Jesus Christ. Jesus 
led his followers with a gentle, welcoming and inclusive manner. 
He used the power of parables to help his followers understand the 
good news and at all times he lead by example. Jesus was not afraid 
to challenge others or to take risks. He went on many journeys and 
risked everything by continuing to preach his teachings and he 
died for us. The Apostles continued on his journey by preaching his 
teachings to everyone they passed.  Their stories were written down 
into the Gospels we know today. Saint Andrew too risked everything, 
to ensure Jesus’ story was spread far and wide. Saint Andrew today is 
still remembered and as we know is the patron saint of our College 
and of many others around the world and indeed countries where 
his legacy lives on.

I believe that an effective leader has a good sense of themselves. 
They are able to identify their character strengths which then leads 
them to clearly recognise what values are important to them. Your 
values and connection to your family, your faith, a sporting, hobby 
or musical interest are important elements that will contribute to 
you success. Scientists have identified that each person has a unique 
set of character strengths. In particular, seven can be worked on to 
achieve success in your studies and overall life. These strengths are 
Optimism, Gratitude, Curiosity, Social Intelligence, Enthusiasm and 
Perseverance (also known as Grit). Consider how you can develop or 
build on these character strengths as part of your leadership journey.

Finally, appreciate that all great leaders suffer setbacks in their 
journey, so don’t be despondent when things may not go your way. 
Often setbacks or disappointments are growth points in developing 
our character. Consider having a growth mindset where you use 
experiences in your life to develop as a stronger person while having 
a wiser outlook on life. We all look forward to supporting you on 
your leadership journey, appreciating your many gifts and talents, 
while seeing you grow and develop as fine citizens of our community.

Junior Years College Captains 
James O’Sullivan-Roberts, Ava Bolton, Makenzie Webber

Middle Year Captains 
Harrison Saunders, Layla Burtt, Hamish Wright

Senior Year Captains 
Campbell Steer, Tara Duckworth, Samuel Stead
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SR IRENE HARRISON CELEBRATES 
DIAMOND JUBILEE Written by Sylvia Cockburn (Gulf Savannah Parishioner)

On Friday 11 January 2019, 
twenty-four Sisters of Saint Joseph 
celebrated 60 years of Religious 
Profession. Sr Irene Harrison 
was one of the 24 Sisters.  Sylvia 
Cockburn wrote the following 
on behalf of all the Chillagoe 
Community to celebrate the time 
Sr Irene Harrison has lived in their 
community.  

Sister Irene Harrison moved to 
Chillagoe, 150km west of Mareeba 
in April 2003.  She had been a 
regular visitor to the area for some 
years as a support person for the 

State School Religious Instruction program. Her visits were always 
looked forward to by myself as the RI instruction teacher, the school 
staff and children, so you can imagine our delight when were told 
Sister was going to live here permanently!

Sister Irene has been a great asset to our community.  She has taken 
part in all aspects of our town, she has been a long term member of 
our Rural Bush Fire Brigade, even driving the Chillagoe fire truck, 
our SES, the Chillagoe Alliance, our Chillagoe Church markets, the 
Chillagoe State School events, our wine and cheese arts and craft 
weekend…you name it Sister is part of it.  (One of the things that 
was bit hard for Sister was whenever she took part in SES accident 
practise, she was always chosen as the patient, mainly because she is 
so tiny and was easy to hoist up (or down) ( there are several stories 
of stairs in the caves)

Sr Irene has travelled many thousands of kilometres alone in our 
outback.  She has a chapter in the wonderful book “Gulf Women” 
by Bronwyn Blake. Though all types of weather she brings 

companionship, the Blessed Sacrament, comfort to the lonely, 
baptising and teaching the Sacramental program to the outback 
children, as well as officiating at Funerals.  This means so much to 
people in the bush. 

I cannot stress enough how important her presence has been to 
many women in lonely places such cattle stations, who have found 
the strength to go on after a visit from Sister.  There are no doors that 
are closed to her and her gentle ways and willing ears.

Chillagoe community has taken Sister Irene to its heart, she truly 
exemplifies the true spirit of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop in 
the way that she serves her vast parish, with love compassion and 
deep understanding of human nature.  It matters not if you are 
Catholic Anglican or whatever, God loves us all and Sister Irene, in 
the words of her orders founder Mary MacKillop, “never sees a need 
without doing something about it”.

Sr Irene Harrison is not just part of our Chillagoe community; she is 
the Heart of our community.    

Sr Irene Harrison sharing a laugh with some of the men relaxing 
over a beer.
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STIRRING THE WATERS: CATHOLIC 
WOMEN RESPONDING TO THE SPIRIT
Written by Carmel White (Pastoral Associate Adelaide) and Andrea Dean (Director for the Office of Participation of Women)

‘Stirring the Waters” was the theme for the Colloquium held in 
Adelaide on 22-24th February 2019 convened by the Council for 
Australian Catholic Women -  with about 160 women attending 
from all over Australia. 

The opening session, titled “Looking Back-Looking Forward: 
Celebrating Women and 20 years of ‘Woman and Man’” involved 
a dialogue between Ms Geraldine Hawkes, inaugural Chair of 
the Commission for Australian Catholic Women and Dr Sandie 
Cornish, one of the researchers involved in the “Woman and Man” 
Report.  Both were eminently qualified and excellent speakers, who 
involved the participants in their dialogue. 

Dr Michele Connolly RSJ, a lecturer in Catholic Studies at the Sydney 
Catholic Institute, gave a keynote presentation exploring “Synodality 
and Inclusion,” one of the frameworks for Plenary 2020. 

Michele’s expertise is in the Gospel of Mark. In her commentary on 
the role of women in Mark, she described women as making “cameo 
appearances” and “never continuing from one scene to the next” nor 
“having the capacity to influence outcomes”.  “Few women speak in 
Mark”, she reflected, and “when they do they cause problems for 
men!” It was a paper delivered with great skill and humour and she 
encouraged us all to make submissions to the Plenary Council as 
“the eyes of the women who do not speak are looking at you”!  

The second keynote for the day was delivered by Ms Debra Zanella, 
the Director/CEO of Ruah Community Services in Perth, Western 
Australia - an organisation that provides services principally in 
the areas of mental health, homelessness and housing, family and 
domestic violence. 

She spoke from her experience on a project, to not merely manage 
homelessness but to end it, a project that the Government of WA has 
since taken up. She spoke of the challenges in delivering community 
services to vulnerable and disadvantaged people. She also alluded 
to the inspiration she found in her life from other women and the 
writings of both Pope Francis and Dr Rowan Williams, the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Workshops engaged with the experiences of refugees, indigenous 
people, the homeless and the gay community- each involving guest 
presenters from those backgrounds. Another round of workshops 

focused on learning about educating of girls and women for 
leadership, the places where women currently contribute to the 
Australian Catholic Church, the history of women’s leadership in 
Church and the possibilities for the Church in being open to multi-
cultural experiences of faith.

The final morning of the Conference was devoted to a panel of 
women from the Executive Committee of the Plenary Council. 
These included Ms Lana Turvey- Collins, the Facilitator of the 
Plenary Council and other representatives, Ms Sarah Moffatt, 
Assistant Director to the Chancellor, Adelaide Archdiocese, Ms 
Teresa Simon from the Maronite Church and Ms Deborah Sayce, 
Director of Catholic Education in WA. They each spoke about 
becoming ‘a prayerful and discerning Church’ in and through the 
Plenary Council process.

Lana invited all to participate in a reflective process and to 
contribute via a plenary submission. It was particularly beneficial to 
meet and dialogue with Ms Turvey- Collins, who is passionate about 
the Plenary process and its potential for renewing the Australian 
Catholic Church.

Sharon O’Keeffe, Anne Chellingworth and Cathy Spencer travelled 
from our diocese to Adelaide to join 150+ other women for the 2019 
Colloquium of the Council of Australian Catholic Women.  Anne 
reflects: “the quality of presenters was excellent and it was heartening 
to meet and hear from so many well-respected Catholic women”.
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CATHOLIC MISSION’S DONOR 
ENGAGEMENT TEAM 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL SAVVY BY 
CENTACARE FNQ

Written by Anna Jimenez (Diocesan Director)

Written by Astrid Murray (Communications Officer, Centacare FNQ)

Catholic Mission established a Donor Engagement Team in July 
2018 to provide value added care to donors and to cease using 
external company to conduct our phone campaigns.  The team is 
made up of 3 members:  Kelly (Donor Services Manager), Sean 
(Donor Engagement Supervisor) and Donna (Team Member).  
Occasionally, a few other staff members will share the load of donor 
care calls.  

The main purpose of creating the Donor Engagement Team is to 
offer donor care to Catholic Mission supporters by initiating an 
honest conversation about their donation with a pastoral touch.  
Catholic Mission has had a good response from the phone calls 
made by the Donor Engagement Team, since they started.  Below 
are the type of calls that you may receive from them –

Phone Campaigns

The team will be conducting the following phone campaigns 
throughout the year for our Regular Donor Program:

• Retention - (on hold – declined CC)

• Reactivations - (cancelled)

• Upgrades - (Increasing amount)

• Conversions – (Signing up new RG donors)

Centacare FNQ has just completed the third School Savvy. The 
School Savvy team are thrilled, once again, with the support we have 
received and want to say a big thank you to the individuals, schools 
and local businesses and organisations that donated school supplies, 
uniform items, money, and volunteered their time, knowledge and 
skills to make it all possible. This year, we are delighted to announce 
that…

School Savvy supported almost 1,300 children to get back to 
school with uniform items and basic school supplies they needed 
to start the new school year.

The first appeal in 2016 called for donations of school supplies and 
uniforms for a pop-up shop, which opened in early January 2017. 
The response from the community continues to grow each year and 
each year an additional layer of resources is added to the shop to 
provide more support to families in our community.

In 2019, we were able to refine our message to target specifically 
those families in our community who are on lower incomes or 
going through financially challenging times. School Savvy continues 
to evolve. Although School Savvy is focused on getting children to 
school with what they need, the extra layer of resources benefits 
other members of the family as well. 

This year, parents had access to Guidance Officers, were able to sign-
up for TAFE literacy courses and had access to financial counselling. 
Therefore, School Savvy is lifting the entire family, which again 
supports the children wit on board hin those families and it is 
exciting to think how that will benefit our community as a whole in 
t on board he longer term.

This year, we were also delighted to welcome C on board Centacare 
CQ in Rockhampton as they took on their first School Savvy project. 

Centacare CQ opened three pop-up shops and over the week they 
were open, received an incredible response from the communities 
of Rockhampton, Yeppoon and Mount Morgan with 750 children 
supported to get back to school with what they needed to start the 
new school year! 

That is an outstanding result and we are thrilled for them. Centacare 
FNQ hopes to see more Catholic Social Services within Queensland 
take on the School Savvy initiative for the next appeal later this year.

Please call Centacare FNQ on (07) 4044 0130 or email the School 
Savvy team at schoolsavvy@centacarefnq.org for more information 
about how you can get involved.

Other types of calls

•    Welcome Calls

➢    to say thank you for their first donation to Catholic Mission and 
tell them a little about who Catholic Mission is and what we do. If 
they are very interested, we do a soft ask to be a Regular Giver.

•    Birthday Calls

➢    to wish them a happy birthday. We do not have any other agendas 
but to give them good wishes for their birthday. 

•     Cancellation Calls

➢    Donor Engagement Team call donors who are wanting to cancel 
their Regular Giving Program to see if they can either reduce or find 
an alternate option for them before they cancel. 

Please feel free to contact Anna 
Jimenez Mobile: 0450213042 or 
email ajimenez@catholicmission.
org.au Diocesan Director for 
Cairns Diocese, if you have any 
concerns about phone calls made 

by Catholic Mission.  Thank you for your support to our universal 
mission!
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COLLEGE COMMISSIONS FIRST LAY 
PRINCIPAL

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2019

Written by Jack Miller - Year 11 Journalist

Written by Sario Mills (Thursday Island Parish) 

February 21 marked the annual St Augustine’s Commencement Mass. 
The 2019 celebration will also be remembered as a historical changing 
of the guard when Mr Matthew Brennan was commissioned as the 
College’s first lay principal. Newly minted college captain Gabriel 
Brown and liturgy captain Simeon Natusch, introduced the year’s 
Marist theme “Holy Today!” and initiated the College’s 90th chapter 
since its inauguration in 1930.

Following a stirring hymn accompanied by a fine student ensemble, 
Father Laurie delivered his homily. Building on this year’s theme, 
he shared a personal experience from 2001 when he celebrated an 
outdoor Mass. Recounting the calming of winds after a blessing, he 
observed the emergence of a somewhat unexpected but beautiful and 
very relevant sentiment – the need for respect for those of differing 
ethnicities and beliefs.

This message proved to be a most appropriate transition into the 
ceremony commissioning the new principal – a member of the 
College whose role demands him to consider and respect a great 
many opinions. In the presence of Mr Bill Dixon, Executive Director 
of Catholic Education Services and Dr Frank Malloy, National 
Director of Marist Schools Australia, Principal, Mr. Brennan pledged 
himself to the college affirming his commitment to uphold the rich 
ethos embedded deep within the school by the Marist brothers.

Following his blessing, Mr Brennan called upon Mr Andrew Dorahy 
to present the College Prefects; senior class students who, after 
receiving a badge, lifted up their collective voices to sing the Salve 
Regina and solemnly pledge their commitment to the service of the 
College. A most touching moment in the ceremony was when each of 
the prefects was presented with the Saints prefects’ tie by his mother.

The Eucharistic prayer and Communion provided a perfect period 
of reflection; the contemplative silence broken only by the dulcet 

In January 2019, I had the opportunity to attend the World Youth 
Day gathering in Panama with other young pilgrims from around 
the world

My grandmother suggested I consider attending this year’s World 
Youth Day gathering in Panama, as it was a great way to meet with 
and share my faith with other youths, also hoping it would bring 
me closer to God.  I agreed and was excited at first, but was afraid 
that I wouldn’t be able to commit to this journey. But much thanks 
to Aunty Leilani Bin-Juda who was a driving force to get me there.

The theme for this year’s WYD is about Mary and how she is a huge 
influence for all, to say ‘Yes’ to take part in God’s work without giving 
a second thought and to be committed to the very end, knowing she 
is within God’s care and the plans he has set out. 

The WYD celebrations went for about a week with Mass celebrations 
every day and guest speakers from different groups.  On the final day 
of the WYD gathering, up to 600,000 people gathered to celebrate 
our final Mass together with the Holy Father, Pope Francis. From 
this whole experience I have learned to keep an open mind and to 
pray and give thanks to God during good and bad times, and to keep 
him close always.

I am glad I had made that journey and got to be part of the WYD 
celebrations, to be able to represent our community and parish.  I 
have now seen there are many young people who are very committed 
to their faith.  

I would like to acknowledge and thank Mayor Fred Gela of TSIRC, 
and Anne Chellingworth of Cairns Diocese for their financial 
assistance. Also I would like to acknowledge and thank Lee Herden 
of the Armidale Diocese.

I hope this message will be an encouragement to young Torres 
Strait Islanders who wish to travel, and would like to experience 
a wonderful journey as I did to represent our church community. 
There will be an Australian Youth Festival in Perth at the end of this 
year which will be another great opportunity for our youth to gather.  
The next WYD is in Lisbon Portugal 2022.

tones of our Director of Performing Arts, Dr Malcolm Cole’s final 
performance before, sadly, he departs the College to tackle greater 
challenges in his new role as the Senior Education Officer for Music, 
Music Extension and Drama at QCAA in Brisbane.

At the conclusion of the Mass, members of the 2019 senior class were 
proudly presented to the college, receiving their seniors’ badge and 
committing themselves to the Marist traditions which are the pillars 
of, and underpin, the college community.

Our newly commissioned principal, calling upon these traditions, 
identified the incalculable and continuing influence of the Marist 
brothers. In true Marist tradition, Mr Brennan called upon each and 
every student and the college community as a whole “to create our 
own masterpiece”.    And so we shall!

photo (L-R) Mrs Margie Brennan, Mr Bill Dixon (CES), Mr 
Matthew Brennan, Dr Frank Malloy (Marist Schools Australia) 
and Fr Frank Gordon VG

L-R Sario Mills and Cameron Balcombe from Melbourne.
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TREWTH 2019

CATHOLIC FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAM 
LAUNCHED AT ST STEPHEN’S CATHOLIC 
COLLEGE

Written By Vicky Parker (Administration Officer – Identity and Outreach)

Written by Janai Sugars (Assistant Principal Religious Education)  

Written by Sario Mills (Thursday Island Parish) 

On Saturday 2nd March, Catholic Educators and support staff in the 
Cairns Diocese gathered at the Pullman International Hotel for the 
TREWTH (Topics on Religious Education and Wellbeing that Help) 
Conference. 

TREWTH is held annually as a service of the CES Identity and 
Outreach Team. From the first TREWTH conference in February 
2011, attended by 100 staff from across the diocese, the conference 
has grown in both size and reputation.  

This year attracted nearly 400 registrations with representatives from 
each of the 29 schools in the diocese along with Catholic Education 
Services and Diocesan staff. Workshops and presentations are 
particularly suited to teachers of Religious Education, Spirituality 
and Social Emotional Learning, and to anyone wanting to deepen 
their knowledge and understanding in these areas. 

The 2019 Keynote address by Brother David Hall, titled ‘Catholic 
Education and the Possibility of God’ challenged educators in the 
Catholic tradition to propose a new way of being human, and to 
provide opportunity to develop faith in our increasingly secular 
world. 

One teacher commented; “Br David’s input was engaging and 
relevant, especially after the guilty verdict of Cardinal George Pell last 
week. I especially appreciated his wit and reminder that Catholicism 
does provide a wonderful framework for life as it expands our moral 
imagination. What I take from the day is the importance of our 
knowledge of Jesus and being in relationship with Jesus all the time, not 
just when it suits me”. 

Sixteen break-out workshops were offered with presenters from 
Brisbane Catholic Education, Catholic Mission, Siloam Atherton 
and Aid to the Church in Need,  alongside local presenters including 
staff from Cairns schools and the Diocese. The topics presented were 

Students in year 11 at St Stephen’s Catholic College have launched 
into the Catholic Faith in Action program. On their first day back, 
the students participated in a journal blessing liturgy and received 
their journal, a keepsake and reflection tool for the next two years 
of study.

The following week the students retreated to Genazzano on Monday 

and Tuesday. There they considered the special relationships that 
have shaped their lives and how their identity, values and beliefs are 
formed by those relationships. The students also learned to look for 
the gifts and talents in themselves, and others were challenged by 
Pope Francis’ call to live with everyday holiness. 

Some students showed great leadership capabilities by leading 
their groups in dramatic competitions while others expressed their 
admiration for their peers by painting meaningful symbols on 
their faces. Though tired, the students returned to school having 
strengthened bonds of friendship and considered the profound 
question ‘Who am I?’.

Following retreat, the year 11 students were inspired by a presentation 
by visiting past-student, Ruby Kohler. Ruby spent six months 
volunteering in Zambia in educational and health institutions. She 
shared her stories, photos, videos and experiences of wildlife, cultural 
differences, extreme poverty, language barriers and finding a sense 
of purpose. 

Moved by her words and actions, some students are considering 
following in Ruby’s footsteps and volunteering after they graduate 
or choosing a similar organization to support through their action-
learning component to the Catholic Faith in Action program.

diverse and provided a wide range of stimulating, informative and 
engaging learning and opportunities for meditation and creative 
practices. 

At lunch, musical entertainment was provided by Emma 
Baker, teacher at St Mary’s Catholic College on the grand piano 
accompanied by student Raymond East on violin. St Andrew’s 
Catholic College students Grace Adams-Jones and Claire Thompson 
were photographers for the day.  

The Director Identity and Outreach, Sharon O’Keeffe said; “The 
principals, primary and secondary teachers, and Diocesan staff who 
attended the event on a Saturday demonstrated an incredible example 
of how our Catholic Identity is lived and celebrated.” 

In 2020 TREWTH celebrates its 10th year and the Identity and 
Outreach team are already beginning to plan what promises to be 
another uplifting and inspiring conference.

Sharon O’Keeffe, Fr Neil Muir, Bill Dixon and Ian Davis

Isabella Cuda, Jamie Hewitt-Toms, Giulia Pilat and Rachel Kleyn.
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MACKILLOP CATHOLIC COLLEGE IS 
LEADING THE WAY (Adapted from College Newsletter, by Editorial Staff)

Written by Maria Mezes (Cursillo Movement President)

Nestled in the Mount Peter Valley south of Cairns, 
Mackillop Catholic College is expanding along 
with the southern suburb’s growing population. 
Opening with Prep to Year 3 in 2016, the state-
of-the-art College has welcomed its first Year 6 
students this year, with secondary education and 
further expanded school facilities opening in 2020. 

With the expansion of the College to a complete 
Prep to Year 12 offering by 2025, the current Year 6 students will be 
members of the College community for a further six years. This will 
enable the students to substantially develop their personal capacities, 
including their leadership attributes, across that time. 

“Year 6 are the natural student leaders of the primary school 
community,” Principal Luke Reed said. “We will recognise and 
celebrate that, as we co-create leadership opportunities for all 
Year 6 students. These opportunities will be practical, supported 
by structure and training, open to all, and will contribute to the 
personal and social formation of every student.” 

Acknowledging that quality leadership is a natural extension 
of the 21st Century skill set, the College endeavours to work 
today to prepare leaders for the future by developing these 
skills and capacities in every student. “From our perspective, 
sound leadership understands the ‘why’, or purpose, of 

An opportunity 
for enrichment 
and reflection on 
the joys of being a 
Christian is being 
offered over the 
May Labour Day 
long weekend 
this year.  The 

short course called Cursillo will be held at the picturesque Lake 
Tinaroo Genazzano Retreat centre and will focus on helping 
individuals to discover themselves, their relationship with Christ 
and with others.

“Genazzano Retreat Centre at Lake Tinaroo provides the perfect 
setting for reflecting on what is fundamental about being Christian. 
The centre is a fully catered facility where you can leave behind 
your everyday cares and focus on your Spiritual life.” said President, 
Maria Mezes.

“God is so mysterious that it is hard to explain to someone who isn’t 
familar with Cursillo how he touches each person in His special and 
unique way.  This is  your chance to experience this mystery by taking 
part in the upcoming Cursillo three-day weekend” 

The coordinators, Rosalee Lankinen, Peter Ellis together with 
Maria (pictured) are inviting people to take part in this revitalised 
2019 Cursillo Three-day course from 7pm Friday 3 May - Monday 
afternoon, 6 May 2019. 

Fr Neil Muir, Fr Hilary Flynn, Fr Dariusz Osinski, and Fr Mathew 

Kochuveettil along with Deacon Tony Moore have accepted an 
invitation to be part of this long weekend.    

The program is structured around a series of  talks and questions 
followed by group discussions, along with meditations, singing, 
prayer and Masses to enrich the experience of shared Christian 
living. Cairns Diocesan school teachers can also gain an eight hour 
in-service recognition for attending the weekend. 

The Cursillo Movement began in Spain in the 1940’s. The founder, 
Eduardo Bonnin, gathered a group of young men together to 
run short courses to renew Christian consciousness.  This was 
the beginning of a movement that today has spread through 60 
countries and numerous Christian denominations. It is estimated 
that some 5 million Christians have experienced Cursillo.  The 
Movement started in Cairns in mid-1970. Secretary, Kathleen Ball, 
has played a vital role in ensuring the continuation of Cursillo to 
this day. 

Cursillo has a Papal Mandate with participation encouraged by 
Pope Francis. It is endorsed by Diocesan Bishops.  It acts wholly 
within the Church and states only the Church’s teaching. The 
Cursillo Movement is Christ centred and is based on Gospel 
values.

For further information about attending the weekend contact 
Coordinators Rosalee Lankinen 0429 426 949 or Peter Ellis 0431 
838 123.

Further information and history of the Cursillo Movement  is 
available by visiting: Australian Catholic Cursillo Movement www.
cursillo.asn.au  or www.cairns.catholic.org.au

leadership. At its best, community leadership builds on the dignity of 
each student and seeks a balance between individual aspiration and a 
pursuit of the common good,” Principal Reed said.

Leadership responsibilities will include areas such as College 
ambassadors representing the College at events and welcoming 
and hosting visitors; leading sports, cultural and environmental 
events and initiatives; assembly and prayer leadership; and a host of 
other community service opportunities. “Everyone grows personally 
when given an opportunity and support to lead; we will ensure these 
opportunities are afforded for all Year 6 primary leaders.”

 For enrolment information, head to: mackillopcatholiccollege.qld.
edu.au   

 SAVE THE DATE:  
REVITALISED PROGRAM FOR MAY LONG -WEEKEND
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NEWS FROM CELC Written by Sarah Denman (Manager OSHC Operations and Compliance)

Catholic Early Learning and Care celebrated a successful 2018 at 
the end of year ‘CELC Christmas Party.’ The Christmas Party was 
held at the Red Beret in Redlynch on the 1st of December. 120 
CELC employees attended and enjoyed a night of food, drinks, 
speeches, awards and dancing. The purpose of having a combined 
service Christmas party was to allow teams to network, develop 
relationships and collaborate.

CELC recognised various team members for their outstanding work 
over the year through Awards. We received over 100 nominations 
from educators across Cairns and each chosen recipient received a 
certificate and hamper.  The award recipients were;

EDUCATOR EXCELLENCE AWARD – Dylan Soares

This award is showcasing someone who is an outstanding Educator.

Dylan is an influential, inspirational and uplifting educator. Each 
day, the children at the service are genuinely excited to see him. 
Dylan recognises that each child is unique and tries to establish 
positive relationships with all. He is a bubbly, fun and valued 
team member who can brighten every afternoon with his positive 
attitude. 

NOMINATED SUPERVISOR EXCELLENCE AWARD – 
Annette Hennebry

This award is acknowledging a Nominated Supervisor who shows 
outstanding leadership qualities and exceeds the expectations of the 
Nominated Supervisor position. 

Annette is a true leader and is supportive to all staff members 
no matter what is going on at the service. She is influential, and 
inspires educators to be the best they can be. She is constantly 
trying to find ways to improve the service and delegates and 
empowers her team members. She explains things in a way that 
helps all team members understand what is required of them, and 
endeavors to upskill all. She sets an example for all and promotes a 
positive, safe, supportive work culture and environment. 

In addition to approaching problems with fervent positivity, she 
exceeds expectations of the position with her vast knowledge and 
desire to create the best care environment possible.

TEAM PLAYER AWARD – Sandra Casey

The Team Player Award is someone who shows genuine commitment 
to supporting and mentoring their team.

Sandra is proactive, helpful, and considerate and is always looking 
for ways to bring everyone together. Sandra encourages others to 
be part of all trainings and workshops and has no hesitation in 
putting up her hand to take on extra responsibilities. Sandra shares 
her ideas openly and respectfully. She is a true team player. 

LEADERSHIP AWARD – Stacey Owen

The Leadership Award is for someone who is creative, innovative, 
and guides their team members towards best practice.

Stacey prides herself on mentoring others and encouraging them 
to find their inner passion and purpose. When most people would 
see a challenge, she sees a problem to solve. This person empowers 
those around them, and exceeds the expectations of their role. 

MOST PROMISING EDUCATOR – Hayden Goodrich

This award acknowledges an educator who is relatively new to the 
industry and is seen as the rising star, or up and coming talent.

Hayden is someone who is ambitious, driven and very enthusiastic 

about his role. You will never find him sitting down colouring 
in. He actively supervises the children at all times and each day, 
strives to be better than yesterday. 

CELC SPIRITUALITY AWARD – Terry Rooke

The CELC Spirituality Award is an award for someone who 
embodies the Catholic way and Ethos and helps to supports other 
team members through life’s journey.

Terry is an active participant in all faith events. She works within, 
lives and breathes the Catholic Ethos and continuously strives to 
embed spirituality into the service. She has a close affinity with the 
parish priest and helps to light a path of faith for all team members.

Left to right: Dylan Soares, Stacey Owen, Sandra Casey, Annette 
Hennebry, Hayden Goodrich, Terry Rooke and Kevin Malone 
(Executive Director – Diocesan Services and Support)

STRONGER

SAFER CHILDREN
COMMUNITIES

Conference 2019

This is a free event. 
Registrations are open from 28 February to 20 April. 
For more information and to register, please visit:

www.2019safeguardingchildren.com.au

Saturday 27 April
Pullman Cairns International
8.00am to 3.00pm

• Leadership & Sta�  Sessions
• Parent & Volunteer Sessions
• Diocesan Sessions

Keynote Speaker:
Professor Daryl Higgins
Director of the Institute of
Child Protection Studies

Australian Catholic University 
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2019 EASTER MASS TIMES
PARISH HOLY THURSDAY GOOD FRIDAY HOLY SATURDAY EASTER 

SUNDAY

CAIRNS: St Monica's 
Cathedral, 181 Abbott St. 

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7pm

9am Morning Prayer -Bishop’s 
House Chapel (entry via house 

front door or parish office); 
11am Stations of the Cross then 
Reconciliation; 3pm Passion of 
the Lord then Reconciliation

Morning Prayer 9am Bishop’s 
House Chapel (entry via 

house front door or parish 
office), Reconciliation 

11.30am-12.30pm; Easter 
Vigil & Mass 7pm

6.30am, 10am, 
5pm

ATHERTON: St Joseph's, 28 
Mabel St

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7pm

Stations of the Cross 10am; 
Passion of the Lord 3pm 

(Reconciliation after the Passion)
Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 10am

BABINDA: St Rita's 15, Church St Mass of the Lord's Supper 
6pm Passion of the Lord 3pm 7am

BAMAGA: St Stephen's, Lui St

CARDWELL: Our Lady Star of 
the Sea, 121 Victoria St Passion of the Lord 3pm 9.30am

CHILLAGOE:  St Nicholas of 
Tolentino and Bl Mother Mary 
of the Cross, 24-28 Queen St

Stations of the Cross 3pm

Liturgy of the 
Word with 

Communion 
9am

COOKTOWN: St Mary's, 
Furneaux St 

The Lord's Supper 
Liturgy of the Word with 

Communion 6pm
Stations of the Cross 3pm Liturgy of the Word with 

Communion 6pm

CROYDON:  St Margaret's, Lot 
9, Allridge St. NO EASTER SERVICES

DIMBULAH:  St Anthony’s, 
Raleigh St 

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
10am Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 5pm

EARLVILLE:  Our Lady Help of 
Christians, 18 Balaclava Rd.

Mass of the Lord's Supper  
6pm

Stations of the Cross 10am, 
Reconciliation 10.30-11.30am, 

Passion of the Lord 3pm,  
Reconciliation 4-5pm

Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm 8am

EDMONTON (Bentley Park):  
St Therese's, 135 Robert Rd. 

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7pm

Stations of the Cross 11am, 
Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm

8.30am; NO 
EVENING 

MASS
EL ARISH: Our Lady of Fatima, 10am
FORSAYTH:  St Augustine of 
Canterbury NO EASTER SERVICES

FRESHWATER:  Sacred Heart, 
Duffy St Stations of the Cross 9am 7am

GEORGETOWN:  St Patrick’s, 
88 High St. NO EASTER SERVICES

GORDONVALE:  St Michael's, 
4 Muir St.

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7pm

Stations of the Cross (outside) 
9am then Reconciliation till 

11am, Passion of the Lord  3pm 
then Reconciliation till 5pm

Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 8am

GREGORY DOWNS NO EASTER SERVICES

HAMMOND ISLAND:  St 
Joseph the Worker Stations of the Cross 10am TBA

HERBERTON:  St Patrick's, 2 
Moffat St. 

Ecumenical Stations of the Cross 
at MSB 10.30am begins at MSB 11am

HORN ISLAND:  Holy Family, 
Outie St. Stations of the Cross 10am 10am

INNISFAIL:  Mother of Good 
Counsel, 90 Rankin St 

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7.30pm

Stations of the Cross 10.30am; 
Reconciliation 11.30am;  Passion 

of the Lord  3pm
Easter Vigil & Mass 8pm 9am

KARUMBA:  St James and St 
John's, 59 Yappar St NO EASTER SERVICES
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PARISH HOLY THURSDAY GOOD FRIDAY EASTER 
SUNDAY

KURANDA:  St Christopher's, 
20 Barang St Stations of the Cross 12pm 5pm

MALANDA:  St James's, 7 
Monash Ave

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7pm Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 8.30am

MAREEBA:  St Thomas of 
Villanova,57 Constance St 

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7.30pm

Stations of the Cross 9.30am;  
Passion of the Lord  3pm

Easter Vigil & Mass 
7.30pm 10am

MERCY PLACE 
WESTCOURT:  Trinity Chapel, 
257 Gatton St

Stations and Veneration of the 
Cross 10am 10am

MILLAA MILLAA:  St Rita of 
Cascia, 21 Coral St Stations of the Cross 10.30am 10.30am

MISSION BEACH:  Holy Spirit, 
cnr Webb & Beadman Rds Passion of the Lord 3pm 7am

MOSSMAN:  St Augustine's, 
24b Grogan St 

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
6.30pm Stations of the Cross 10am Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm 7am

MOURILYAN:  Christ the King, 
10 Harbour Rd

No Mass; see 
Innisfail or Sth 

Johnstone
MOUNT GARNET:  Holy 
Rosary, 3 Opal St Stations of the Cross 8am 7.30am

NORMANTON:  Our Lady 
Help of Christians, 26 Dutton St NO EASTER SERVICES

NORTH CAIRNS: Mother of 
Good Counsel, 394 Sheridan St 

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7pm

Stations of the Cross 10am; 
Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 5.30pm

PARRAMATTA PARK:  St 
Joseph's, Cnr Draper & Loeven Sts

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
5.00pm: Mass of the Lord's 

Supper 7pm (Indian 
Community)

Stations of the Cross 2.30pm 
followed by the Passion of the 

Lord; and at 6pm Passion of the 
Lord (Indian Community)

Reconciliation: (Cathedral 
11.30am to 12.30pm); Easter 
Vigil & Mass 6.30pm (Indian 

Community)

8.30am

PORT DOUGLAS:  St Mary's, 2 
Endeavour St Passion of the Lord 3pm 9am

RAVENSHOE:  St Teresa of the 
Child Jesus , 21 Moore St

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
5pm

Passion of the Lord 9am;  
Ecumenical Stations of the Cross 

4pm
9am

REDLYNCH:  All Saints 
Chapel, St Andrews College, 
Intake Rd 

10am

SILKWOOD:  St John the 
Evangelist, Harold St Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm

SOUTH JOHNSTONE:  St 
Rita's, 5 Green St 7am

STRATFORD:  St Augustine's, 
23 Kamerunga Rd Stations of the Cross 10am 10.30am

THURSDAY ISLAND:  Sacred 
Heart, Douglas St 

Mass of the Lord’s  
Supper 6pm Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm

TRINITY PARK:  Holy Cross, 
Reed Rd,

Mass of the Lord's Supper 
7pm

Ecumenical Stations of the Cross 
11.30am; Passion of the Lord 

3pm

Morning Prayer and blessing of 
Easter food 9am, Easter Vigil & 

Mass 7pm
8.30am

TULLY:  St Clare of Montefalco, 
13 Mars St 

Mass of the Lord's Supper  
7pm

Stations of the Cross 10am; 
Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm

WEIPA:  St Joseph's, Boundary Rd Stations of the Cross 8.30am Easter Vigil & Mass 6pm 8.30am

Reading of the Passion 3pm 6pm Communion Service 8.30am Communion Service Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm
8am; NO 

EVENING 
MASS

WEST CAIRNS:  Cnr Mayers & 
Atkinson Sts 

Mass of the Lord's Supper  
7.30pm

Stations of the Cross 11am, 
Passion of the Lord 3pm Easter Vigil & Mass 7pm

8am; NO 
EVENING 

MASS
YUNGABURRA:  St 
Patrick's, 3 Mulgrave Rd Stations of the Cross 11am 8am

Information is also available at (07) 4051 1990 or 
www.cairns.catholic.org.au
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HAPPENINGS ACROSS THE DIOCESE
Catholic Mission’s Church Appeal
“Do not fear, for I am with you.” – Isaiah 41:10

In 2019 Catholic Mission will be profiling the Church’s work in Ghana, 
focusing on a life journey that is about protection, education and 
development of the child. The reality is that thousands of children in 
Ghana are born into or find themselves in highly vulnerable situations 
at an early stage in their development.

The theme from Isaiah represents this journey. It reflects the 
uncertainty that children who are vulnerable face and confirm God’s 
love and presence in their lives even during difficult or desperate times. 

In the upcoming appeal, Catholic Mission will show how the Catholic Church, through its grassroots missionaries, are accompanying 
children who are vulnerable, and young people, on their journey to independence, health, happiness and spiritual fulfilment.  

To find out how you can be part of this inspiring journey of mission and faith, please contact Anna Jimenez on 0450 213 042 or email:  
ajimenez@catholicmission.org.au.  

Earlville Yearly Breakfast
Written by Julie Mauro

Being relatively new to the parish of Our Lady Help of Christians, Earlville, I was impressed with being invited by the parish to attend this 
all included Parish Christmas Breakfast on 25 November 2018.  The community of the 8am Mass and others, gathered in the extremely 
comfortable covered sports facility behind the church. We were presented with all manner of breakfast food in bain maries.  Under the 
watchful eyes of a well experienced and friendly caring parishioner, the volume of food available and replenished, with ample supplies of 
tea and coffee and cool drinks for the younger ones was plentiful.  Conversation a plenty on the long tables with entertaining stories shared.  
Thank You.  A true gift in the Season of Christmas.

Bernie Cronin also wrote 

It’s on straight after our 8am Mass; it runs like a well-
oiled machine, with lots of ladies helping the hungry 
lined up in a well ordered queue. Heaps of throw 
away plates and styrene cups are available to stack 
with the goodies provided for us all.

Excellent breakfast of sausages, bacon, eggs (mostly 
scrambled) in bain maries and all piping hot and all 
are available to stack your plates, with as much, or as 
little as you desire – long tables with chairs to plonk 
yourself on, and place yourself to eat, plenty of hot 
water urns to make your tea and coffee and containers of cordial for the young or the adventurous.

My old mate Steve seems to hover and watch the heaps of food go down, and he and the working ladies are quick to fill up the empty food 
holders.  I can recommend the food.  It was tasty and plenty of it – I forgot to tell of the condiments supplied- sliced bread, buttered and fresh 
and bottles of tomato sauce available to spice up the offerings.

God Bless the cooks and organisers.  A satisfied customer – I’ll be back.

Long Standing Employee Retires
After 19 and a half years, Anne Bowater, Manager Catholic Development Fund, retired on 
Friday 1st of March. A farewell morning tea was held in the Bishop’s House Dining Room 
and a large gathering of staff from parishes, agencies and ministries were present.

Bishop Foley presented Anne with a painting which she has admired for many years 
painted by Maryanne Negro (wife of Joe Negro payroll officer). Anne was extremely 
pleased to receive this gift in recognition of her long years of service and commitment to 
the Diocese.

Anne’s plan for the future revolves around the 3r’s – Relax, Reassess & Rejuvenate. Staff 
took this opportunity to wish her well in all her future endeavours.

Earlville parishioners enjoying parish Christmas Breakfast

L-R Vicki Guy, Fr Pat McKenna, Anne Bowater 
and Theresa Wallwork.
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HAPPENINGS ACROSS THE DIOCESE
Meet our Newest Staff Member at the Bishop’s Office…. 
Lisa Skaines
I am a born and bred local of Cairns.  I have done a lot of travelling overseas internationally and domestically 
but always make it back home.  I have a beautiful 10 year old daughter, Lucy and she joins me on most of my 
travels.    Our local parish is Earlville where Lucy sings at 8am Sunday Mass and I help with Children’s Liturgy.  

Family is super important to me that I value greatly, and count my blessings every day for them.  My hobbies 
and interests include running, swimming and getting out and about with family and Friends. 

My previous working background has been in the medical and tourism industries, I am now loving being 
a part of the Cairns Diocesan team.  Looking forward to meeting everyone and building new relationships.

Pilgrims Return to Edmonton Parish
Written by Natalie Jensen (Teacher St Therese’s School Bentley Park)

On Sunday, 24th February, we welcomed our Pilgrims back from World Youth Day in Panama; 
Natalie Jensen, Kara Martin, Sharon O’Keeffe and Jenai Stone. 

We celebrated Mass together as a community at St. Therese’s Parish, Edmonton.  During the Mass, 
Jenai, Kara and Natalie shared their faith experiences from World Youth Day and how this amazing 
experience and opportunity has, and will continue to impact on their lives. 

World Youth Day is an opportunity to celebrate our Church and faith with likeminded young 
people from across the world. Panama attracted more than 700,000 people to the final Mass with 
Pope Francis. He said “A disciple is not merely someone who arrives at a certain place, but one who sets 
out decisively, who is not afraid to take risks and keeps walking. This is the great joy: to keep walking.”

Before embarking on their pilgrimage to Panama, there was a great deal of planning and preparation to mentally and spiritually prepare for 
what would be experienced at WYD.

Embarking on a pilgrimage requires one to make and commit to a decision to give all of themselves. Through the suffering, pain, exhaustion, 
weather conditions and crowds encountered at the event, pilgrims continued to keep walking and journeying with God. 

Through these hardships, Christ is encountered in everyday people being the hands and feet of Jesus. We can’t wait to see what the future 
holds for these ladies, and where God will call them in their respective lives. 

L-R Jenai Stone, Kara Martin, 
Natalie Jensen, and Fr Karel 
Duivenvoorden

Opening Mass & Commissioning of Leaders for 2019
At St Teresa’s, Ravenshoe we begin our leadership program in November. Students have a formation day where they work 
through a series of leadership and team building activities. We spend a lot of time discerning what leadership looks like, feels 
like and sounds like at St Teresa’s,  so that the students are in no doubt of the expectations.

Prayer and Reflection are also important components of the day. 

The students are then given the opportunity to write their speeches and these are presented to their families and peers. The staff and the 
students vote and leaders announced.

At St Teresa’s, we have two school captains, two sports captains for each of the three houses, a cultural captain and three social justice 
committee leaders. 

The leaders are commissioned at our opening school Mass and are presented with their leadership badges. 

Sports Captains  
L-R  Tarryn,Lochlan,Liam,Caitlin,Jackson & Jewel

Social Justice Leaders  
L-R Sharmilla,Meilla & 
Becky 

School Captains 
L-R  Zoe & Sanome

Cultural Captain 
Megan
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HAPPENINGS ACROSS DIOCESE CONTINUED...
St John’s School Silkwood Farewells  
Fr Nathan McKay
Written by Linda Gaia (Assistant Principal Religious Education)

Officially the Assistant Priest in Innisfail, Father Nathan, was quickly adopted 
as St John’s honorary parish priest soon after his arrival to the area three and 
a half years ago. Without a priest on site, St John’s community was reliant on 
priests from nearby parishes.  

For the school, Father Nathan committed to providing a “priest” presence; 
fitting school Masses, class visits and reconciliation into his already busy 
schedule. Father Nathan’s desire to strengthen the children’s bond with Jesus 
saw the introduction of Adoration. Before the Blessed Sacrament, students 
listened to a gospel story before taking time for self-reflection.

Principal Mrs Peta Bryan, described the experience as a significant spiritual moment where children were still, engaged and reflective. Father 
Nathan has now moved to Melbourne for two years of study.  He was farewelled at a parish Mass which was attended by several students 
followed by a shared meal. “We wish Father Nathan the very best of luck and hope to see him back in our neck of the woods sometime in the 
future,” said Mrs Bryan.

World Youth Day (Panama) – A Wonderful Experience
Written by Fr. Nathan McKay

Sario Mills and I, attended World Youth Day (WYD) with the Diocese of Armidale and they were a great group. Initially we went to Mexico 
City and travelled to Teotihuacan, where we saw Mesoamerican pyramids built in the pre – Columbian Americas. The next day we saw ‘Our 
Lady of Guadalupe’, which is associated with a Marian apparition and the venerated image is enshrined within the Minor Basilica of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. I found this place very moving and could have spent many hours there. 

Sario also commented on their visit to Mexico. “We had a guided tour of parts of Mexico City, exploring parts of the city, and learning 
about their culture and faith. We got to visit the Ancient City of Pyramids and climbed the Pyramid of the Sun, visited multiple Churches and 
Cathedrals and were privileged to have celebrated Mass in some of the churches”.

World Youth Day in Panama was amazing and what I remember said Fr Nathan was “the most is the energy and joy of the young people, who 
gave praise and glory to God in their presence and song. Their energy and joy was good and it was certainly contagious. A few messages stood 
out for me, and these were:”

• An American Bishop mentioned that there is a lot of good things in the Catholic Church and don’t let the bad things turn you away 
from your faith and the Catholic Church.

• Pope Francis said to the young people, that God is more important than the latest gadgets. He mentioned that the secular and materialistic 
world will not give genuine peace and tranquillity. Only Christ can bring a genuine peace.

• Pope Francis mentioned that we say that the youth are the future of the Church, but we must also remember that they are living in the 
present. Therefore they need to engage with the Church now.

• Pope Francis also had a message for the adults. He said “how can you engage the youth and welcome them into the Church?”

In closing, Fr Nathan commented “I loved my WYD experience and would encourage the youth to save money for the next WYD in Portugal 
2022.  To invest in a WYD experience will bear fruit in your life and those around you.”
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WE ARE THE SOCIETY 125 YEARS ON...

Written by Peter Buckley (Parishioner)

Reflection by Sr Mel Dwyer, Spiritual Adviser to the State Council of the Queensland Society.

In our parish the seasons of Advent and Christmas were times of 
preparation and celebration.   Prayer and practical support were 
given to people of the diocese via St Vinnies and the Christmas 
Charities Collection, and 30 families in the Gulf Savannah region of 
the diocese were directly supported with gift cards to be used in the 
remote drought-stricken towns of their communities. 

The recent weather events of summer have brought new challenges 
to these families and continued support is assured.  Our younger 
parishioners participated in our Christmas Vigil liturgy with a 
meaningful presentation of the Nativity (including the appearance 
of Joseph’s caring little sister!)  Just before the end of Mass, the 
congregation watched in pin-drop silence as Santa entered and 
walked quietly to the crib where he bowed and prayed for several 
moments before resuming 
his seasonal mission. 
St Nicholas knew what 
Christmas is really about. 

With 2019 in mind, 
parishioners gathered 
on February 19 to plan 
the year. A yearly review 
made at the end of 2018 
provided the basis of 
discussion and planning 
for matters pertaining to 
the liturgy, adult education 
and spirituality, prayer 
groups and devotions, 
volunteering, ministries, 

On the 18th of February 2019, 
we celebrated 125 years since the 
first St Vincent de Paul Society 
Conference in Queensland was 
established at St Brigid’s, Red 
Hill. This anniversary is an 
opportunity for us to reflect on 
the difference we continue to 
make in the lives of thousands 
of people every week. 

The first Conference was set 
up in response to the floods 
in Brisbane in 1894, gathering 
men and women together to 

provide relief aid. It strikes me that as we commemorated this day, 
our fellow Vincentians in Townsville are again at the forefront of 
cleaning up from devastating floods 125 years later.  In hidden and 
humble ways, the Society has again come to the aide of thousands of 
people during this natural disaster.  

It has been amazing to watch the way that Vincentians, volunteers 
and staff have banded together to present a united effort in 
responding to these devastating floods. Vincentians at the coal face 
in Townsville have been instrumental in lending a hand to provide 
emergency relief. Yet at a distance it was also inspiring to watch the 
generosity of staff and Vincentians who offered their time and skills 

to support the mission of the Society in Townsville. 

I feel blessed to work as part of a team of staff who dropped 
everything they were doing on Friday afternoon to get the Townsville 
flood appeal launched. In a matter of hours, some were doing media 
releases, some were designing websites for donations, others were 
arranging donation bank accounts to be opened, and other staff 
were manning phones after hours to ensure people who wanted to 
donate had someone to answer their calls. Sometimes we might run 
the risk to forget all that goes on behind the scenes to enable us to 
make the difference for those whom we assist. 

What has struck me throughout the Townsville floods is that we are 
very much a team of Vincentians, volunteers and staff, and that we 
need each other, and need to be always grateful for the contribution 
of one another in offering the hand up, not just the hand out. What 
we are able to achieve as the St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland 
is because of the efforts of every one, conscious that we are all 
important in the mission of making a difference. 

Every day the St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland responds to 
the needs of those less fortunate. As we give thanks to God for the 
way He has blessed us during these past 125 years, let us also be 
ever so grateful for the way that we serve as a team, utilising the 
gifts of each one to carry on the mission entrusted to us by Blessed 
Frederic Ozanam, to become better, and do a little good. Let us 
always remember that together, Vincentians, volunteers and staff, 
we are the Society. 

communication and fund-raising. All of these topics will be revisited 
in more detail as the year progresses.

At 10:00am on the first Monday of each month our Parish Mass of 
the day is celebrated with our Parishioners who are residents at Bupa 
Aged Care in Swallow St, Mooroobool. All are very welcome and 
encouraged to attend this Mass in the Bupa Chapel.  

An invitation is also extended to everyone to attend the Anointing 
Masses celebrated at 10:00am on the Saturdays of March 9, June 15, 
August 17, October 19 and December 14.  Bring along your loved 
ones, friends or neighbours who may normally be too ill or elderly 
to attend Mass regularly and celebrate this sacrament with them.  
Morning tea follows.
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 DEACON MICHAEL LINDSAY AND CFiA

SUMMER SCHOOL 2019

The new Catholic Faith in Action programme has gotten off to a 
strong start with Year Eleven students across the secondary Colleges 
of the diocese. CFiA is inspired by Pope Francis’ call (continuing 
the calls of Popes Benedict XVI and John Paull II before him) to be 
about “building a civilisation of love.” 

In today’s reality of multiple cultures and sub-cultures, both online 
and offline, Christ calls us specifically to build a civilisation of 
love. This is more than just a culture of love. A civilisation is the 
whole people and their relationships over and above individual 
cultures and sub-cultures. A culture in today’s complex world can 
and sometimes does become like a gated community within a 
civilisation – something that demarcates between who’s in and who’s 
out. Identity, in that context, becomes an expression of which gated 
community you choose to belong to. 

Alternatively, a Civilisation of Love intends to transform the hearts 
of the whole population, over and above whatever cultures and 
sub-cultures individuals might belong to. In the Civilisation of Love 
there are no insiders and outsiders – it embraces all.  This is a Gospel 
vision of God’s Kingdom.

Our Catholic College communities are much more complex than 
what they once were. Students and staff come from a rich diversity 
of backgrounds, wherein those who have familiarity with, and are 
active within a Catholic culture, are one group among others. 

One year ago as I write this, Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for March 
2018 was for “Formation in Spiritual Discernment” which he said 
was to recognise “from among all the voices we hear, which the Lord’s 

On Friday 4 January 
2019, Charles, William, 
Thomas and Jalara of 
the Reach Youth Group 
embarked on a late-night 
flight bound for Perth to 
attend Summer School 
of Evangelisation 2019 
(SSE). 

Summer School is a 
week-long retreat aimed 
at forming and inspiring 
young people (16-35 year 

olds) to live for God in a powerful way, and is hosted by the Disciples 
of Jesus (DOJ) across four locations nation-wide at the beginning of 
each year. 

The Perth Summer School ran from the 6th to the 13th (Sunday-
Sunday) and attracted 120 individuals, and each of us can testify to 
the powerful experience it was.

The week was one of deep faith enrichment as we engaged in series 
of selected lectures and seminars, praise and 
worship, the Sacraments and times of fellowship. 
These moments of encounter allowed us to form 
and deepen relationships with both the other 
participants and with God. 

Each day was fully-packed, and in pausing to 
reflect as we write this, we came to recognise 
the life-changing impact the week had on us. 
Numerous friendships were strengthened, new 
ones were established, and it is fair to say that 
many of these are connections that will last well 

into the future, if not for the rest of our lives. 

A typical day at Summer School began at 5am with optional periods 
of fitness followed by Holy Hour and the Liturgy of the Hours. 

Each day at noon we celebrated Mass as a community and this was 
always a beautiful experience with the Missionaries of God’s Love 
(MGL) priests ministering to us. 

After a delicious dinner, the night sessions were always powerful 
and moving moments in which the theme of the week – “Yes Lord, 
Your Will Be Done” – was developed more and more each night. The 
music ministry was amazing, as were the drama team and the many 
speakers who helped us engage more fully in the nights. 

Summer School was an experience which really resonated with each 
of us and we’ll treasure the memories fondly. We would strongly 
recommend Summer School to any other young adults in the 
diocese who are looking for a truly transformative experience. 

We would like to express our gratitude to the Cairns Youth Ministry 
for the Diocese of Cairns who sponsored our trip – this was a 
beautiful gift to us. We hope that we’ll see more familiar faces from 
Cairns join us for the 2020 Summer School of Evangelisation! 

voice is.” (Reported in Crux, 2 March 2018) Furthermore, the Pope 
said “Every Christian ought to grow in the ability to ‘read within’ his or 
her life, and to understand where,  and to what he or she is being called 
by the Lord, in order to carry on his mission” The art of discernment, 
Pope Francis believes, is an urgently needed area of formation and 
Catholic Faith in Action seeks to continue the intellectual learning 
about our faith while also forming the hearts of students so that they 
might contribute to building a Civilisation of Love.

Representatives from our various Colleges will report in greater 
detail how each College takes this challenge up. From my perspective 
as a deacon and a professional educator within Catholic education, I 
am privileged to be part of this new direction in the religious education 
of our senior students as they prepare to take up their adult places in 
our world. 

L-R Michael Lindsay (Education Officer Identity and Outreach), 
Helena Tutoe (Chaplain St Mary’s Catholic College) Wayne Wood 
(Principal St Mary’s Catholic College)

The Reach Quartet (from left to right):
Charles, Thomas & William 
Churchward and Jalara Wagner

Family: There was a lot of love and a strong sense of unity among the brotherhood and sisterhood

Written by Charles, William & Thomas Churchward and Jalara Wagner
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    I don’t know if I would survive if the 
sisters were not here. They help me 
in everything: to find a house, they 
brought me to the hospital, they take 
my children to school and make sure 
we have something to eat...Probably I 
would die if the sisters weren’t here.
Mkasumi Mariana

5  Please return to:
Aid to the Church in Need
PO Box 335 Penrith NSW 2751
or call us on

1800 101 201 

1  Donation:                                            CN $ Amount

Please accept my donation to support 
religious sisters in need.

2  My Payment:
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to Aid to the 
Church in Need OR debit my Visa / Mastercard.

Expiry date: ___ /___  Signature: ___________________

3  My details: (BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE)

Title: _____  Name: _______________________________

Address:  _______________________________________

_______________________________________________

State:  _________________  Postcode: _______________

Phone:  ________________________________________

Email:  _________________________________________

Date of birth:  _________________________

4  I would like to receive a comfort cross    
     (offerings of $30+) If Yes, tick box  

Donate online: www.aidtochurch.org/CN

The Pallotine sisters in Rwanda were founded 
by Saint Vincent Pallotti a very holy man, who 
helped the simple and poor people, the orphans 
and the sick.

The sisters in Masaka work in the health-centre. 
Their biggest challenge is tending to all the 
needs of the local comunity.

Can you help the religious sisters who give 
their lives in order to be Christ to others?
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CAMBODIA AND UGANDA CATHOLIC 
MISSION PROJECTS UPDATE 
Adapted by Anna Jimenez (Diocesan Director) from Mission Matters

Catholic Mission would like to share a couple of exciting updates 
from projects that we are supporting in Cambodia and Uganda.  
May the spirit of Easter inspire you to take a moment to be still and 
be grateful to see how your support is making a significant impact 
on the lives of many!

St Francis opens in Phnom Penh in Cambodia

It was a momentous occasion as St 
Francis Technical High School in 
Phnom Penh, of which Catholic 
Mission has been a major funding 
partner, opened its doors at the 
beginning of the year!

The story gained widespread 
attention, appearing for nearly nine 
minutes on national TV.   Front and 
centre was our man on the ground, 

Program Manager Lawrence Gigliotti, (pictured) who received 
a certificate on behalf of Catholic Mission from the Minister for 
Education in Cambodia. 

Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler also was in attendance and spoke 
glowingly of Catholic Mission’s support and the impact that the 
school will have in the local community. 

Matthew Poynting, Communications Team - Catholic Mission 

Straight A’s for St Francisco Girls in Uganda

It’s that time again: back to packing lunches, discussions about 
homework and school drop-offs. As students across Australia return 

to school for another 
year, 38 girls from St 
Francisco Primary 
School in Uganda (4 
girls pictured) have 
blitzed their year seven 
exams, each scoring A 
grades for every subject 
and an overall grade 
of Division One. The 

national exam is sat by year seven students across Uganda, making 
the exceptional results of the girls from St Francisco even more 
impressive.

The school is located in Hoima, mid-western Uganda, and provides 
a holistic education and board to 108 girls. Over the last couple of 
years Catholic Mission has walked with staff and students from St 
Francisco Primary School and assisted in the building of a special 
dormitory for the girls who attend the school. Thanks to Catholic 
Mission and its faithful donors, many girls who otherwise may not 
have been able to attend school because they were undertaking 
additional study late into the evening or their homes were located 
far from the school, have been able to receive a quality education.

As these students continue on their paths of learning and growth, 
the benefits of the dormitory at St Francisco Primary school will 
continue to multiply. And that, as they say, is a case of the results 
speaking for themselves.

Nicola Parise, Programs Team - Catholic Mission

MOUNT ST BERNARD COLLEGE – WELCOME 
TO 2019 & OPENING MASS Written by Matt de Jong - Assistant Principal (Mission)
Mount St Bernard College is a Catholic school in the Mercy Tradition. 
As part of the Australian wide network of Mercy schools following 
the charism of Catherine McAuley we offer an education based on 
our Touchstones: A Gospel spirituality, a liberating education, an 
inclusive community and Justice and solidarity.

As a community with so many opportunities across so many 
different fields, ranging from camps to excursions to sport right 
through to the boarding activities and many sports such as rugby, it 
is important that we experience the unity of a community. 

In our whole College Masses, the first of which occurred on Monday 
4th February, we celebrate key moments of the year, and come 
together to share a key experience of our Catholic identity.   In our 
annual commitment to Caritas we unite to raise money for good 
causes whilst enjoying the company of each other, which is such a 
vital part of our community. 

Friendships are at the heart of Mount St Bernard College. This is not 
surprising when we read that Jesus calls us all friends (John 15:15), 
and so invites us into the friendship of God. This most remarkable 
invitation to a personal friendship with the God who has lovingly 
given us all the gifts we enjoy is reflected in the invitation of our 
community, expressed in the Touchstones. 

Among all the busy-ness, bells and bustle of the year, we know we are 

on track when we are flourishing through our friendships. Through 
our friendships we are liberated, included and united to become the 
people that God’s love knows us to be. 

Welcome to 2019, have a great and blessed year ahead.

Fr Michael Szymanski (facing the group on left of photo) blessing 
the staff L-R Liezel Joubert, Tohe Wanoa, Brandon McKay, 
Matthew Brauer  
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Written by Matt de Jong - Assistant Principal (Mission)
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Have a seat... 
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• Home elevators 

• Pool lifts 
New and used options available.

 

07 40393100

Business Legal Services 

Property & Conveyancing 

Wills, Estate Planning & Administration  

Family Law & Separation  

Employment Advice  

Bankruptcy & Financial Difficulty  

Retirement Living 

Estate Dispute Resolution   

Level 1, 14-16 McLeod Street, Cairns  
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THOUGHTS AND REFLECTIONS AFTER 
WORLD YOUTH DAY 2019
Catholic Education Services Director Identity and Outreach - Sharon 
O’Keeffe, alongside three other Catholic Education Cairns staff, Kara 
Martin, Jenai Stone and Natalie Jensen were blessed to recently attend 
the WYD19 pilgrimage in Panama.

By way of summary, all World Youth Day 2019 (WYD19) pilgrims 
were called to reflect on the following three Bs:  B - Becoming great 
Catholics. To become that which we are blessed through our Baptism 
(in the image and likeness of God) B - Belong (be radical) born into 
the Catholic Faith and be proud. Live out the Sacraments’ – B be 
missionaries and God’s presence in the world

During this week of world youth, the pilgrims were also reminded 
not to forget our Ls. The lost, last and least of God’s created world so 
that it ‘May it be done to me according to your word’ Lk 1:38.

The pinnacle of WYD19 is the pilgrimage walk and sleep out. After 
walking 18km in the Panama heat, pausing at intervals for rest breaks 
and at other times to pray the Rosary it is a memorable religious 
journey. The closing Mass of World Youth Day, which took place 
in the John Paul II field, gathered an estimated 600,000 people, all 
energised and blessed to listen to the Holy Father. 

Sharon shared, “this is not just a WYD - it’s our life - and we keep on 
walking.... Our Mother Mary believed and trusted in God completely 
and said yes with confident and humble love....how am I/we saying Yes 
to God?  Pope Francis wants us to be people who walk and go forward. 
Be different to the beginning...be changed, be Saints. Saints are people 
who move a lot. Living out our religion is about conversion and by the 
grace of God we will be converted.”

Kara reflected (teacher, St Michael’s School, Gordonvale) 
“Throughout this experience I have been overwhelmed and tired but I 
have never felt more joy being around these wonderful people and close 
to God. This experience has allowed me to meet so many young people 
who share my faith. It has provided me with many opportunities to 
have deep and meaningful conversations about our God. World Youth 
Day has encouraged me to renew my faith journey and to know that 
I’m not alone”.

Jenai Stone (teacher, St Therese’s School, Bentley Park) shared 
that “I feel as though I am already beginning to see things in a different 

perspective by truly just being, taking in the surroundings and listening 
to nature. Yesterday we had Mass outside in the Botanical Gardens, 
where I embraced the sounds of children playing and the trees rustling 
in the breeze that I could hear around me and participated in all of 
the hymns. Looking around and seeing everyone with their World 
Youth Day journals and hearing every single pilgrim singing was truly 
breathtaking and gave me goosebumps.” 

Natalie Jensen (teacher, St Therese’s School, Bentley Park) shared 
the following from her experience at Adoration, ‘I was so excited to be 
in the presence of God. I closed my eyes, raised my hands and praised 
and worshiped our wonderful God. I took in the scent, the sights and 
the sounds. It was total silence and stillness in my mind and body. And 
when the procession of priests with the Monstrance and the Blessed 
Sacrament made its way past me, I cried. I brought all of myself to God 
that night. I can’t explain why I cried but I felt something inside, I am 
just so lucky to be here, to be in the presence of our loving God.

Speaking to people from around the world, Pope Francis said “Jesus is 
not an interval in life nor a passing fad, but a loving God who’s concrete 
and close. Jesus, is festive joy, born from taking part in the miraculous 
draught of hope and charity, solidarity and fraternity, despite the 
paralysed and paralysing gaze born of fear and exclusion, speculation 
and manipulation.” Jesus, Francis added, is not a “meantime,” but the 
“generous love that invites us to entrust ourselves.”

Jenai Stone, Fr Nathan, Sharon O’Keeffe, Natalie Jensen, Kara 
Martin at the Australian Gathering

NEW TEACHERS WELCOMED TO ST AUGUSTINE’S 
SCHOOL, MOSSMAN Written by Paul Rayner (Principal)
Michelle Hall and Nicole Logie are two new members of the teaching 
staff at St Augustine’s Primary School, Mossman. Both ladies come to 
the school with previous teaching experiences. Michelle is a long term 
resident of the Douglas Shire.  As a past staff member and parent,  she 
is relishing the opportunity to be back on home ground and teaching 
at St Augustine’s School. In addition to teaching and managing the 
library resources, Michelle has joined the School Leadership Team 
in the role of Assistant Principal Religious Education.  “I am looking 
forward to working with our new parish priest, Father Joby Jose, our 
Mossman/Port Douglas parish and our school community to enhance 
the Catholic identity of St Augustine’s school”.

Nicole gained her teaching qualifications at the Brisbane campus 
of Australian Catholic University.   She has a love of horses and 
has brought two horses from Brisbane to continue that passion. 
With stints in a variety of South East Queensland Catholic schools 
Nicole is keen to experience teaching in far north Queensland. “The 
St Augustine’s community has been incredibly welcoming and I am 

enjoying the sense 
of community that 
exists amongst staff, 
students and families. 
The small class sizes 
offered at the school 
has allowed me 
to develop strong 
connections with my 
students and provide 
more individualised, 
one on one teaching to support their learning” 

School Principal, Mr Paul Rayner has observed “both ladies have 
settled well into our school community and the children and parents 
are establishing positive connections with our new staff. I’m confident 
that Michelle, Nicole and the children will have a happy and successful 
year of learning in 2019” 

L-R Nicole Logie & Michelle Hall
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We’ll save you time and money and give you peace of mind!

Why use Joe Vella Insurance Brokers?

 

	
Grief	to	Grace	is	a	5-day	healing	retreat	program	
for	adults	wounded	by	physical,	sexual,	
emotional	or	spiritual	abuse	by	clergy,	spouses,	
partners,	family	members	and	others.		

• Safe,	confidential	and	trauma-informed	
• Delivered	at	over	14	international	sites,	

including	Perth,	Western	Australia		
• Facilitated	by	mental	health	professionals	

and	centred	on	Jesus	Christ	

To	find	out	more,	contact	us:	

Voicemail/text:	0490	956	745	
Email:	g2gperthwa@gmail.com		
Website:	https://rachelsvineyardministriesperth.wordpress.com	

Facebook:	https://www.facebook.com/G2GPerthWA/		
International:	http://grief-to-grace-lsi.squarespace.com/	
	

	



26 CAIRNS DIOCESAN NEWS

Siloam	  Retreat,	  Diocesan	  News	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  
	  

	  

SILOAM	  RETREAT	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Atherton	  

• Individual	  &	  small	  group	  day	  retreats	  
• Individual	  silent	  live-‐in	  Hermitage	  retreats	  
• Spiritual	  direction	  /	  accompaniment	  
• Intro	  to	  Christian	  Meditation,	  Centering	  Prayer,	  

Lectio	  Divina,	  &	  Ignatian	  Gospel	  contemplation.	  
	  

Enquiries:	  Christine	  or	  Lesley	  
www.siloamretreat.com.au  or  4091 2339 

GIFTED STUDENTS FROM ST STEPHEN’S 
COLLEGE EXCEL AT NATIONAL LEVEL 
Alannah Falvo, Year 9 

Deborah Hermanus Year 12 

During the summer holidays, Alannah 
travelled to Canberra to participate in 
the 2019 National Questacon Invention 
Convention. At the end of last year, she 
was selected as one of 25 students across 
Australia to participate in this five-day 
workshop at the Ian Potter Foundation 
Technology Learning Centre.

Over the course of the five days, Alannah 
was given the chance to create a prototype 
of an invention which incorporated the 

theme of ‘Liveable Communities’. This theme was all about exploring 
issues in their local areas and trying to prevent these problems into 
the future. Alannah’s invention was a sediment collector and was 
aimed at reducing sediment-runoff in the Great Barrier Reef. It 
was intended to not only help the GBR but also the farmers who 
had lost their sediment due to flooding, by returning the collected 
sediment back to farmers to be reused. Using robotics, computer-
aided design (CAD), 3-D printing, workshop machinery and tools 

The National Youth Science Forum (NYSF), or as the alumni fondly 
remember, ‘nerd camp’, is a 12 day residential program purposed 
to expose senior year students to the many careers in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). This year, 588 
students from across Australia, with a minority being international 
students, were selected from 1300 applications. These students were 
allocated to one of three sessions occurring beginning, middle and 
end of January. 

Deborah attended the last session, Session C, of the NYSF this year 
through the financial support of Mareeba Rotary, the selection 
process conducted by Rotary District 9550, and the encouragement 
of St Stephen’s Catholic College and her family and friends. 

This year, Session C was held at the Australian National University 
(ANU), giving students of the NYSF the opportunity to visit 
Canberra’s many STEM facilities. These STEM visits were tailored to 
the interests of students.  As Deborah’s interest was engineering, she 
was able to explore and conduct sample experiments related to the 
ongoing research in places such as the Deep Space Communication 
Centre and the ANU Research School of Engineering and Physics. 
Participants also attended several lectures delivered by renowned 
Australian scientists, and listened to Dr. Alan Finkel AO, the Chief 
Scientist of Australia, outline his academic journey to his current 
position. 

Each of the NYSF’s major partners, among which included several 
universities, then presented students with a better insight into the 
STEM opportunities they offered post-graduation. 

Deborah said “as one of three students selected to attend the NYSF 
from Rotary District 9550, the prestige of this opportunity was 
overwhelming. All who attended had completed the same (if not more) 
rigorous selection process that I had, so from the first day, it was obvious 
that I was surrounded by Australia’s future scientists. In an atmosphere 
so welcoming, it was hard to not settle in quickly”. 

Between visits and lectures, participants engaged in many social 
events, which facilitated much networking between the cohort, 
visiting alumni, and several Australian scientists. This fostered a 
strong sense of community, and made farewells all the more difficult.

as well as other materials, she was able to bring her idea to life along 
with the support and inspiration she received from various science 
technology engineering and mathematics (STEM) professionals.

Alannah said “I had an incredible experience and met amazing 
people with similar interests as myself. Some of the highlights of my 
trip were meeting Australian entrepreneurs and getting advice on how 
to improve my invention as well as tips on how to become a successful 
entrepreneur. I was also interviewed and featured on the local WIN 
news. But the biggest highlight of all, was the end of week showcase 
where my fellow delegates and I got the opportunity to present our final 
prototypes to many guests such as Australian innovators, scientists, 
entrepreneurs, past delegates and most importantly his Excellency the 
Governor General, Sir Peter Cosgrove”.

Overall, Alannah gained so much from this experience such as 
improved networking, public speaking and coding skill, as well as 
inspiration to never give up on an idea, no matter how many times 
you may fail. She is truly grateful for this opportunity and would 
recommend applying to anyone who is interested in STEM.

Deborah has discovered several career pathways she had not known 
existed. Between the 189 students, 23 staff members, and 12 days 
of the session, Deborah is incredibly grateful for all who made this 
experience possible. For those in Year 11 with even the slightest 
interest in STEM, Deborah would highly recommend applying for 
the NYSF, because there is nothing to lose from extending yourself.

Group photo of all students and staff members who attended 
Session C of the NYSF in 2019
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Your Complete Guide to Planning or Arranging a Funeral.

We are here to help you every step of the way
Personal  |  Professional  |  Available 24 hours every day

Signatory to Queensland Funeral Industry 
Code of Conduct

For appointments:
Ph: 4034 1880  Fax: 4034 2329  E: jeff.taylor.au@gmail.com

www.jefftaylorpsychiatry.com.au

•  Anxiety
•  Depression
•  Mood Disorders
•  PTSD (post traumatic 

 stress disorder)
•  Obsessive Compulsive

 Disorder

•  Specific Phobias
•  Treatment of Military & 

 Veteran related problems
•  Psychological problems 

 associated with physical  
 illness

Jeff Taylor Psychiatry

Dr Jeff Taylor wishes to 
advise that he conducts 
a home based practice in 
General Adult Psychiatry 
with special interest in 
Psychotherapy at 
7 East Parkridge Drive, 
Brinsmead, Cairns

Dr Jeff Taylor
M.B.B.S., D.P.M.,
F.R.A.N.Z.C.P., DipCH 

Dr Jeff Taylor has an interest in treating 
conditions including:

Retirement Planning

If you are over 50 and have not yet started to plan your retirement... do it 
now. Almost every client says the same thing to me, “if only I had come 
to see you sooner”.

• Retirement Goals –Is it travelling, shing spending more time with 
family?

• Accessing your Super- Avoid the traps.
• Transition to Retirement – Access your super while you are still 

working.
• Convert your Super to an Income Stream – Doing it the right way
• Centrelink  Aged Pension – We do all that for you too
• Protect your Wealth – Making sure it lasts the distance

Call us now and you can have your own
personal nancial planner – 40 521 950

Your first meeting is cost and obligation free

“We guarantee you satisfaction”

Phone: 07 40521950
Email: reception@stanancial.com.au
www.stanancial.com.au

Shane Tibbs  is a Suncorp Certied 
Financial Planner at 206 Buchan Street, 
Cairns. He has 27 years experience, helping 
people achieve their goals and retiring with 
a brighter future.

Retirement Planning

Shane Tibbs* is a Certified Financial Planner 
at 206 Buchan Street, Cairns Q. 4870. He has 
27 years experience, helping people achieve 
their goals and retiring with a brighter future.

Phone:  07 40521950
 reception@stafinancial.com.auEmail:

www.stafinancial.com.au

Shane Tibbs is an Authorised Representative of Ausure Pty Ltd   
ABN 94 096 971 854   AFSL 238433
Tricorp Financial Strategies Aust Pty Ltd   ABN 91 102 478 544 
trading as Shane Tibbs & Associates

“We guarantee you satisfaction”
If you are over 50 and have not yet started to plan your retirement, do it 
now.  Almost every client says the same thing to me, “if only I had come to 
see you sooner”.

  Retirement Goals – Is it travelling, fishing, spending more 

  time with family?

   Accessing your Super – Avoid the traps.

   Transition to Retirement –  Access your super while you 

  are still working.

   Convert your Super to an Income Stream – Doing it the 

  right way

   Centrelink Aged Pension – We do all that for you too

  Protect your Wealth – Making sure it lasts the distance

Call us now and you can have your own
personal financial planner – 40 521 950

Your first meeting is cost and obligation free*
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We remember those who have died.    
May they rest in peace.

Concetta Zappala 2nd September 2018 Earlville 

Robyn Waugh 6th September  Innisfail

Egido Zanatta 13th September  Mareeba

William Lago 22nd September  Tully

Norma (Merle) Carman 25th September  Atherton

Maria Stampa 25th September  Gordonvale

Emily Favier 27th September  Innisfail

Paulene McLagan 1st October  Mareeba

Carmela La Spina 7th October  Tully

Olga Chandler 9th October  Atherton

Albino (Alby) Visini 11th October  Mareeba

Wayne Riley 18th October  Tully

Suzanne Dillon 22nd October  Gordonvale

Olga Creighton 24th October  Tully

John Horan 24th October  Tully

Carmelina (Mela) Micale 24th October  Innisfail

Helen Carman 30th October  Tully

Shirley Taylor 30th October  Cathedral

Danny Seir Ting Leung 2nd November  Cathedral

Maria Clowes 6th November  Innisfail

Leslie Stanley 9th November  Atherton

Bogdan Maslowski 11th November  Mareeba

Milan Strasberger 14th November  Innisfail

Carmelina Tonizzo 16th November  Mareeba

Kevin Bailey 17th November  Atherton

Marko Hilla 20th November  Atherton

Gino Raso 23rd November  Atherton

Patricia Nolan 28th November  Cathedral

Carlo Prete 29th November  Innisfail

Michele (Mick) Marino 3rd December   Cathedral

Annie (Nancy) Todd 4th December  Herberton/Charters Towers

Silvana Casale 9th December  Innisfail

Olympia (Betty) Conole 12th December  Innisfail

Hazel Thorne 12th December  Gordonvale

Siegfried Recklies 12th December  Silkwood

Glen Davi 13th December  Babinda

Fredrick Shorey 15th December  Atherton

Eileen Sharpe 16th December  Innisfail

Salvatore (Sam) Coco 18th December  Innisfail

Luigi (Gino) Franchi 19th December  Cathedral

Rosanna Nadalin 19th December  Tully

Patrick Stuart 23rd December  Tully

Mary Twomey 23rd December  Earlville

Noemi Fanna 24th December  Mareeba

Julie Favaro 2nd January  Gordonvale

Malcolm Tansey 6th January   Chillagoe

Mary Whiting 12th January  Mareeba

Amanda Jessop-Shaw 14th January  Cathedral

Danica Granich 15th January  Innisfail

Vera Borzi 16th January  Mareeba

Olga Defend 17th January  Innisfail

Pietro (Peter) Gallo 17th January  Mareeba

Ralph Elmore 23rd January  Gulf Savannah

Maria Perkowicz 29th January  Atherton

James (Jimmy) Nugent 29th January  Tully

Luisa Maugeri 2nd February  Earlville

Teresa Papa 2nd February  Gordonvale

Veronica Dore 3rd February  Tully

William Marsh 3rd February  Atherton

John Parisi 4th February  Innisfail

Salvatore Domanti 6th February  Tully

Margaret Morris 12th February  Cathedral

Daryl Ah Kee 12th February  Innisfail

Carmel Curtin 15th February  Cathedral

Emedio (Horse) Nicolosi 15th February  Mareeba

Margaret Speziali 22nd February  Innisfail

Marie Butcher 22nd February  Tully

Sebastiano Di Mauro 23rd February  Tully

Frank Bastowski 23rd February  Gordonvale

Constance Hoare 24th February  Gordonvale

Grazia Galeano  5th March  Gordonvale


