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Bishop James Foley meets Pope Francis during the Ad Limina visit in Rome June 2019
(photo with permission and courtesy of L’Osservatore Romano Newspaper from Rome)
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Australian bishops meet Pope Francis, pray at St Peter’s Tomb
Media Release - June 24, 2019

new ways of witnessing to Jesus Christ in
Australian society in a time of change.
“There was an ease and a fraternal
warmth in the way Pope Francis spoke
and an attentiveness in his listening to the
questions the bishops asked,” Archbishop
Coleridge said.
“For a man of his years, the Holy Father’s
energy through a long and complex
conversation was amazing.”

Pope Francis has given his apostolic blessing to
the Australian Catholic bishops and encouraged
them to explore new ways of being missionary
in Australia at this time.
Almost 40 Australian bishops today met with
Pope Francis for more than two hours as part of
their Ad Limina Apostolorum visit, translated as
“To the Threshold of the Apostles”.
It was a high point of a memorable first day of
the Ad Limina, which began with the bishops celebrating Mass at
the tomb of St Peter.
“To celebrate the Eucharist at the tomb of Peter and then to engage
in pastoral dialogue with his successor was a unique and gracefilled way to start our week in Rome,” Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference president Archbishop Mark Coleridge said.

Conference vice president Archbishop
Anthony Fisher OP said the meeting
with Pope Francis was “moving and
deeply encouraging”. He said it showed
the benefit of the Petrine ministry, “of
being our solid ‘rock’ and ‘confirming the
brethren”.
“The Holy Father clearly understood our situation in Australia. It
was a real moment of grace,” Archbishop Fisher said.
Bishop Charles Gauci, the most recently ordained of the
Australian bishops, having become Bishop of Darwin last
September, said he was “deeply impressed” by Pope Francis.
“I was impressed by his humanity, his compassion, his sense of
collegiality, his passion for working with all the people of God in
a synodal Church and his true commitment to the Gospel,” Bishop
Gauci said.
“I felt a deep sense of connection with the Holy Father as a fellow
member of the College of Bishops, as bishops in service of the People
of God and in partnership with the People of God.”

The bishops raised with Pope Francis a number of topics that are
of deep concern to the Catholic Church in Australia.

Melbourne Archbishop Peter A. Comensoli posted on social
media that the meeting with the Holy Father was “an extraordinary
conversation, brother to brothers”. He said it was “spiritually
intense, deeply honest, pastorally astute, free and frank”.

Among them were the Church’s work to eliminate child sexual
abuse and to accompany survivors of abuse, the bishops’ desire
to support and minister to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples, the hopes for the Plenary Council and the need to find

The Ad Limina visit continues until Friday, June 28. The
Australian bishops will meet in the coming days with the various
departments of the Holy See with responsibilities for different
aspects of Church life.
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REST IN PEACE REVEREND FATHER FRANCIS
JEREMIAH CRANE Written by Fr Pat McKenna and Editorial Team
Fr Frank Crane was born in Brisbane on the 30th June 1926. He
attended Pius XII Seminary, Banyo. He was ordained in Brisbane
on the 29th June 1955 and then at the request of Bishop Thomas
Cahill (1913-1978) he came to Cairns in 1956,
Below are his Parish appointments and the time he was parish
priest at each.
1956–1957
1957–1958
1959-1964
1965- 1967
1967–1968
1968–1974
1974–1984
1984–1987
1987–1993
1993–1994
1994–1997

Tully
Herberton
Silkwood
Herberton (and Millaa Millaa)
Malanda (and Millaa Millaa)
Silkwood
Mossman and Port Douglas
Cathedral
Babinda
Cathedral
Herberton

This stark and clinical parish appointments information in no way
adequately reflects the life and ministry of Fr Frank Crane.
Fr Pat McKenna said “I met Frank Crane at Banyo Seminary in
1948. He was one year ahead of me. On one occasion I met his
parents in their home in Buranda, Brisbane and also one or two of
his brothers.
On two occasions in my time in the seminary a call was made for the
students from the Archdiocese of Brisbane to volunteer to work in the
Diocese of Cairns under the new Bishop, Thomas Cahill. Frank and
I were among those who volunteered.
Over the years we met on occasions and in recent years since his
retirement and mine, we saw each other regularly at Coral Sea
Gardens Retirement Village and in his final period at Mercy Place
Westcourt.
Frank had a quiet reserved disposition and in his several parishes
over many years, he established good interpersonal relationships
with his parishioners. His deep spiritual life as a priest was evident
to those who knew him”.

Fr Frank retired in April 1997 and resided in Mourilyan as Priestin-Residence. In 2009 he moved to Unit 27 Coral Sea Gardens.
Unfortunately his health deteriorated and he was then transferred
to Mercy Place Westcourt.
Lorraine Van Ballegooyen, Pastoral Care Associate, who was with
him in the weeks leading up to his death and also when he died
said “Empathy had an important role in my relationship with Fr
Frank, it helped me recognize his losses and respond appropriately”.
Fr Frank’s niece Bernadette was very fond of him and visited him
before he died. After his funeral she said “I would like to thank
everyone, especially Cathy Spencer and Lorraine Van Ballegooyen
and all the pastoral care staff, for all the care and support that you
provided to Uncle Frank. Knowing there were people that were
concerned about him was wonderful”
His long term friend Fr Tyrone Deere was able to come up from
Caloundra and visit with him in the week before he died.
Fr Frank Crane died on Holy Thursday night on the 18th April.
May he rest in Peace

SOCIAL PROFILE OF THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
IN AUSTRALIA
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference,
National Centre for Pastoral Research has
recently produced this profile based on the 2016
Australian Census.

461,183 Catholics live alone

SNAPSHOT OF THE CATHOLIC

136,360 Catholics do not speak English well

COMMUNITY IN AUSTRALIA

305,823 Catholics need assistance with core activities

Total Population: 23,401,892
Catholic Population: 5,291,834 Catholics make up 22.6 per cent
of the total population
Median age of Catholics is 40 years
Total Catholic families: 1,997,833

1,304,993 Catholics were born overseas

1,648,241 Catholics have changed address since 2011.
It is important to note that the data in this profile applies to all
those who identified themselves as Catholic in the Census.
The complete profile is rich in information and should you wish
to obtain an electronic copy, it is available on the National Centre
for Pastoral Research website at www.ncpr.catholic.org.au
MID-YEAR 2019 | EDITION 20
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PLENARY COUNCIL 2020 –
YOUR RESPONSES ARE IN!

At Pentecost, the Plenary Council announced that after almost 17,500
submissions reflecting the views of more than 222,000 people were assessed,
reflected upon and prayed about, the National Themes for Discernment
had emerged. The voices of the faithful help all of us to understand
something of the historical experience and the current reality
of the Catholic Church in Australia. This gathered data also
reveals some deeper hopes and questions, and the diverse
yearnings, that we are now challenged to consider
together.
The themes invite people to consider how God is
calling the People of God to be a Christ-centred Church
in Australia that is:
of Church
tradition, of
Scripture and drawing
from contemporary best practice
within and outside the Church.
Plenary Council president Archbishop
Timothy Costelloe SDB said while the
Discernment and Writing Groups will
have a particular and important role in
the coming months, the broader Catholic
community will again be called to take part in the national process.

Six groups will now be formed – one each to focus on those
National Themes for Discernment – to review the responses made
during the Plenary Council’s opening Listening and Dialogue
stage, including people’s questions and stories. The groups will
also consider their relevant theme in light of Church teaching,

“There will be opportunities for groups of people in parishes,
schools, Catholic ministries, homes and other settings to also pray
together, to reflect and seek to discern how we, the people of God
in Australia, are being called to be a Christ-centred Church in
those many critical areas,” Archbishop Costelloe said.
More information on this second stage of preparation can be
found on the Plenary Council website:
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference have advised the joyful
news that Blessed John Henry
Newman is to be canonised on
Sunday, 13 October in Rome.
We invite you to visit, follow and
generally promote the dedicated
website, www.newmancanonisation.com
John Henry Newman, C.O. was a theologian and poet, first an
Anglican priest and later a Catholic priest and cardinal, who was
an important and controversial figure in the religious history of
England in the 19th century.
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RESTORING HISTORY-THE CIBORIUM STORY Adapted by editorial staff

Article and Photos Courtesy of Bianca Wagner (The Terracian Publications Coordinator)

Venerable Gregory Terrace Old Boy John Torpie, (pictured)
(GT 1929), was born in 1910 and attended “Terrace” in the
1920s. He was ordained as a priest in 1934 and served as
Bishop of Cairns from 1967 till 1985. He used this Ciborium
(a container designed to hold the Eucharist) in celebration of
Masses until his death in 2000, aged 90.
Vice President of the Gregory Terrace Old Boys’ Association
(GTOBA), David Toohey wrote the article, as recently the
GTOBA had the privilege of saving and restoring this piece
of now Terrace history.
It all began after the conclusion of the GTOBA Mass last
year, when before the AGM, Fr James O’Donoghue, GT
1982, revealed this very same Ciborium used by Bishop John
Torpie, which had been at Terrace for a very long time.
The Ciborium was showing signs of extreme wear, had a
missing piece of ornamentation and appeared to be a faded
silver. The missing ornamentation was one of the decorative
grapes adorning the rim and base, with only a hole indicating
where it once sat. It was engraved with the words ‘Presented
to Rev. Fr. Torpie from the Parish of Ipswich 28-11-41.’ This
showed it to be 77 years old and engraved right in the middle
of WWII.
Due to the historic importance of the Ciborium, it was agreed
at a GTOBA Committee meeting to investigate restoration.
It was established that the cost of recreating the missing
decorative piece would be prohibitive,
so an engraved plate in the same shape
was designed to fill the gap. The plate has
the words ‘Restored by GTOBA 2018’.
The quote for the engraved plate and
new silver plating was approved, and the
Ciborium delivered to Lance Hutchinson
of S Cook and Sons Silversmiths for
work to begin. It was not until Lance
disassembled it that he discovered it
was originally gold plated and not silver.
The interior surfaces, not exposed to air,
light or polishing for 77 years did not
match the tarnished exterior and was
clearly gold. During the war years, gold
was rationed and only a poor-quality
plating would have been possible at the
time, hence the well-worn appearance.
Today it can be restored and plated to
a much higher standard that will last
much longer in pristine condition.

Unrestored

Restored

The GTOBA Committee unanimously
voted to upgrade the restoration to
authentic gold and the work was begun.
It was noted that Canon Law states ‘the
sacrament must be against noble metal’,
therefore gold is used for holding the
Eucharist. Lance did a magnificent job,
and the finished product was delivered
back to the Terrace Chapel. This historic
item can now serve Terrace into the next
century.
MID-YEAR 2019 | EDITION 20
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ST AUGUSTINE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL LAUNCHES “KICHIDO”

Adapted from Media Release by editorial staff

This year St Augustine’s School, Mossman launched
a world-first, evaluated trial of ‘Kichido – The Path
of Positivity’. The program, introduced by Workplace
Wellbeing Institute, includes a mindfulness-based,
slow, rhythmic and integrated breathing, movement
and relaxation technique that teaches the foundation
skills of being grounded, centred and present. Before school starts
each day, the entire school participates in the breathing practice to
set the tone for the day.
“We use Kichido for all students, staff and any parents/caregivers
who would like to stay and join us to start the day together in a
peaceful way,” said Kerrilee Beaumont, School Counsellor at St
Augustine’s School, Mossman.
The Year 6 class are instrumental in the program and help students
to focus on their breath as the Kichido Leaders facilitate the
program using ‘breathing spheres’ to assist the students to slow
everything down. Low, slow and rhythmic breathing switches on
the body’s relaxation response. The Kichido leaders encourage
the students to inhale loving kindness for themselves, and on the
exhale, spread loving kindness far and wide
According to Kerrilee, the first breathing practice helps students
to feel grounded, which assists in the creation of a true sense of
internal safety and security. “This is an essential life skill for creating
and maintaining healthy and respectful relationships.”
The next stage of the practice helps students to become centred
and tune into our second brain or ‘gut-brain’ according to Kerrilee,
who said feedback from students, staff and parents has been very
positive.
“The idea of the whole school starting the day together by practising
Kichido is so we can head into the school day feeling centred and
grounded and ready to learn,” said Kerrilee.
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Hayley Fischer, Will Reilly and Kitarnah Ross-Kelly

Students and staff will be providing feedback to track the impact
Kichido has on wellbeing, compassion satisfaction, secondary
traumatic stress and burnout. Preliminary data will be available for
presentation at the Trauma Aware Schooling Conference in June.
For further information: Paul Rayner Ph. 07 4098 1631|
Email: principal.mossman@cns.catholic.edu.au

upCyclinc calls for unused tools… Another Centacare FNQ
Initiative Adapted from Media Release by Editorial Staff

Centacare FNQ is putting a
call out to the community for
donations of unused tools for
upCyclinc - to support refugees
and migrants settle in the Cairns community.

This is an environmentally sustainable social enterprise, which
will provide migrant and refugees in the Cairns region a space for
upcycling and re-purposing discarded household and corporate
items, including those no longer needed within the hospitality and
tourism industries.

Centacare FNQ has worked with people from migrant and refugee
backgrounds for over 30 years and during settlement, employment
is one of their first priorities. Anita Veivers, Centacare Executive
Director said, “So often, we find people from CALD backgrounds
arrive in Australia with existing skills and talents who are unable to
find a place within the Australian economy to market their talent or
craft. Refugees in particular have often spent years in refugee camps
where the ability to create something out of nothing has been essential
to their survival. upCyclinc provides a perfect platform and excellent
support to our newest community members so they can enter the
workforce and settle in our community as quickly as possible.”

upCyclinc now has the space to create but needs the machines to
succeed and the tools to produce. Project Coordinator, Tim Balk
said, “upCyclinc is raring to go but we need assistance from our
community to tool up in preparation for the most motivated and
focused bunch of people I have ever met.
We are asking everyone to check the dark corners of the toolbox and
garden shed for those discarded and forgotten tools. “Tradies, I’m
talking about that time you lent that tool to your mate, and then
bought a newer better one because it took so long to get back! The
upCyclinc workshop needs that tool and possibly the one next to it
too, can you help?

SILOAM RETREAT
Atherton
•
•
•

Individual & small group day retreats for teams,
staff, colleagues, friends, on request
Individual silent live-in Hermitage retreats
Spiritual direction/accompaniment with Retreats
Enquiries: Christine or Lesley
www.siloamretreat.com.au or 4091 2339

Celebrating Life Giving Thanks
Locally Owned and Operated by the Heritage Family
Funeral Home | Crematorium | 300 Seat
Air Conditioned Chapel | After Funeral
Catering Facilities | Large Off Street Car
Parking | Quiet Peaceful Surroundings

Burial | Cremation | Pre Paid Funerals

A Catholic Family serving all areas of the Cairns Diocese
70-76 Maher Road, Gordonvale, Qld 4865
www.heritagebradyfunerals.com.au

4056 1627
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CAIRNS CURSILLO - SPIRIT FILLED LONG WEEKEND
SUCCESS Written by Maria Mezes (Cursillo Movement President)

Maria expressed her gratitude for the support of co-ordinators
Rosalee Lankinen and Peter Ellis who worked with her to ensure
the new weekend program ran to schedule while allowing time
for respite.
Mornings started with prayers and Mass celebrated in the
charming lake side Genazzano chapel. Meditations were
contemplated in silence and structured prayers gave participants
time to reflect on what is fundamental about being Christian.

Cursillo 2019 Group

Participants in the recent Cursillo long weekend have come away
with a renewed understanding of their faith and what it means
to be a Christian. According to Cairns Cursillo President Maria
Mezes, the long weekend in May was both Spirit filled and a joyous
opportunity for the 37 participants to renew their faith lives. “Our
guest speakers were inspirational,” she said.
Fr.Dariusz Osinski, Fr. Mathew Kochuveettil, Fr Neil Muir and Fr.
Hilary Flynn delivered thought provoking talks about Grace, Faith,
Christian Life and the challenges that hinder these. Participants
had the opportunity to discuss these and other presentations in
small groups - sharing ideas, bonding in conversation and building
relationships.

Participants who completed the weekend are now referred to
as ‘Cursillistas’. Cursillistas now have an opportunity to meet
monthly in a celebration of song, prayer and personal witness to
nurture their personal relationship with self, Christ and others,
supported by the wider Cursillo community.
Ms Mezes encouraged more people to consider the Cursillo longweekend short course in Christian Living. “It’s ideal for all Catholics;
couples and/or singles seeking to enhance their Christian lives.”
The next Cursillo long-weekend will be held in the first half of
2020. For further information about Cursillo please contact Rosalee
Lankinen 0429 426 949, Peter Elliss 0431 838 123 or Maria Mezes
0422 585 744.
Further information and history of the Cursillo Movement is
available by visiting: Australian Catholic Cursillo Movement www.
cursillo.asn.au or www.cairns.catholic.org.au

OUR DIVERSE AND DYNAMIC COMMUNITY AT WEST
CAIRNS PARISH Written by Peter Buckley (Parishioner)
newly-baptised on this momentous occasion.

Recently arrived from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, their
families are a part of St Francis Xavier’s Parish’s community which
continues to grow in richness and diversity. Here is further evidence
that the instruction of Jesus to his apostles to “make disciples of all
nations” continues still as we, the new Body of Christ, accept and
carry out our mission.
Our parish community is fortunate indeed in being already
comprised of descendants of so many of the world’s cultural
traditions and nations including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islands,
Papua New Guinea, many European countries, islands of the Pacific,
several African countries, and very many parts of Asia (including
most recently India, Nepal and Burma). Each culture enriches the
social and liturgical life of the parish and helps us to appreciate what
it really means to be “Church”.

During the 8:00am Sunday Mass of the Ascension in June, St Francis
Xavier’s Parish welcomed into its community six new members
through Baptism. All present congratulated and applauded the
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The following Sunday celebrated Pentecost, the birthday of the
Church, when Parishioners were encouraged to wear something
red to identify with the special day. The mission we share began on
that day two thousand years ago with the first followers of Jesus, and
that role is ours today. All involved in our many Parish Ministries
rededicated themselves to the roles to which they are called, praying
that their commitment will be productive in building up the Body of
Christ. With much to be done, it is hoped that the time and talents of
other parishioners will lead them to serve.
Father Frank recently visited the Prep Classes at the school and was
a very popular guest. The happy diversity of our school enrolment is
certainly evident in this photo taken to mark the occasion.

MSB’S GOT STYLE Written by (Ms Traylea Sexton, Middle Leader, the Arts)

MSB’s Got Style is an annual event that
showcases The Arts at Mount St Bernard
College, Herberton. This exhibition
is an opportunity for students to
demonstrate their skill, engage with the
community and reach their assessment
goals. Several awards were presented
on the night; to Tanisha Vincent, the
Principal’s Award, to Sherrika Gilbert,
the People’s Choice and to Trisha Lee,
the Art Teachers’ Award.

Despite the chilly night and misty L-R Sherrika Gilbert Ian Margetts
L-R Ian Margetts (School
Tanisha Vincent with
Principal) Trisha Lee &Traylea
rain, close to a hundred guests arrived (School Principal) Traylea Sexton
her
artwork.
Sexton (Middle Leader, the Arts)
(Middle Leader, the Arts)
through a hallway adorned with junior
students’ artwork. The sweet sounds of harmonious music from the Home Economics featured Year 9 cushions inspired by students’
choir, and the Year 10 music class filled the courtyard and halls of the ‘Totems and Symbolic Animals’ and Manual Arts displayed woodwork,
old convent, evoking memories of the Sisters of Mercy days when sheet metal work and wrought iron fire-pits.
Sister Pam Murray conducted the choir.
The food was lovingly prepared by hospitality students who worked
The lighting in the courtyard highlighted the Archibald Prize inspired all day to make delicious canapés. The service was outstanding, and
portraits by senior students, while recycled rubbish sculptures all guests were greeted with a big smile and information about the
appeared floating in the centre of the exhibition.
food.
In Year 7, art students participate in a unit entitled ‘Dragon Dreams’
where they learn about Mythical Dragons, especially those from
Chinese legends, and create their own dragon. The tiny dragon
sculptures appeared like a herd making a journey together, much like
the Year 7s making their transition to high school. Our parents were
excited to learn the name of their child’s dragon and the story behind it.

The audience was surprised and delighted by the finale of the evening:
a fashion parade with a range of outfits inspired by the concept ‘Weird
and Wacky’ and masks influenced by the theme of ‘Identity’.
The evening was a huge success and inspired our young artists to
pursue their passion, showcase their hard work and promote the arts.

Why use Joe Vella Insurance Brokers?

We’ll save you time and money and give you peace of mind!
Like many things in life, not all insurance policies are created equally. Your JVIB broker will read the fine print for you, compare quotes for
you and make sure that the policy they recommend is right for you. And should the need for a claim arise, JVIB will be there to guide you.
CAIRNS Level 1, 108 Mulgrave Rd, Cairns

(07) 4040 4444

MAREEBA 113 Byrnes St, Mareeba

jvib@jvib.com.au

ATHERTON Unit 1/1-3 Mabel St, Atherton

www.jvib.com.au
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NATIONAL CATHOLIC SAFEGUARDING STANDARDS
LAUNCHED Adapted from Media Release by Editorial Staff
Catholic Professional Standards
Limited has released the historic
National Catholic Safeguarding
Standards in answer to the recommendations of the Royal Commission
into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.

Speaking shortly after the release, CEO Sheree Limbrick said that
during the Royal Commission, Catholic leaders committed to
establishing nationally consistent standards and to the audit and
public reporting of the compliance of Church Authorities with those
standards.
“The National Catholic Safeguarding Standards and their supporting
criteria build on the Royal Commission’s child safe standards and
harmonise with the National Principles for Child Safe Organisations,”
Ms Limbrick said.
“In addition, the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards include
seven further criteria unique to the Catholic Church in response
to specific Royal Commission recommendations and in light of
consultations leading to the development of the Standards.”
“CPSL has commenced auditing and we will release our first public
reports on those audits around mid-year”.
“While the Royal Commission praised the approach of entities including
Catholic Education and Catholic Social Services which are already heavily
regulated, it also exposed many gaps in Church activities, especially at a
local level and in ministries where there has been no external oversight
or there has been poor understanding or implementation of what is
needed in an organisation to protect children”.
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“By establishing CPSL the Church leadership has acknowledged past
failures in leadership and committed to a radical change in Church
culture, including clearer accountability and transparency”.
“Adoption of the standards, auditing and reporting processes is a
practical demonstration of the strength of that commitment by bishops
and religious leaders and we’ll be posting a list of participating Church
authorities on the CPSL website”.
“While it is not compulsory to participate in the audit process, many
church authorities are in the process of signing up”.
“The Standards result from 18 months of consultation and testing,
and have been mapped against state legislation, the recommendations
made by the Royal Commission and by national bodies and overseas
experience. They take the new National Principles for Child Safe
Organisations and apply them to the Catholic Church context”.
“The Standards, which will be reviewed in 2021 are backed up by a
comprehensive training and development program and a suite of
additional material”.
“CPSL’s audits augment existing regulatory requirements and avoid
duplication of existing regulation”.
“Together, the ten Standards provide the framework for each entity,
ministry and organisation across the Catholic Church in Australia
to place child safety at the core of how it plans, thinks and acts,” Ms
Limbrick said.
The National Catholic Safeguarding Standards are available on CPSL’s
website.

2019 ST RITA OF CASCIA Written by Mrs Maureen Gaul (Assistant Principal Religious Education)
On Wednesday 22nd May, St Rita’s, Babinda, celebrated the feast
day of our patron St Rita of Cascia. Our feast day celebrations
focused on the life of St Rita, Saint of Impossible Causes, who
found joy amidst her personal turmoil and suffering, and
remained strong in her commitment to her faith. To open our
Mass, a children’s hymn composed by Australian Andrew Chinn
was especially chosen to capture the essence of our friendly small
school; it is called ‘Welcome To Our Place’, and the lyrics clearly
depict the Mercy Spirit that our school community aspires to:
“Welcome to our place, a place of love and a place of hope.
Come and share our journey, come and seek the truth.
Together in God, together as one, flowing in faith, this is our school!”

Established by the Sisters of Mercy in 1926, foremost at St Rita’s, we
challenge ourselves to be people of goodwill, and show generosity
in our hospitality towards others. We actively strive to act with
compassion, by offering our personal talents and Gifts of the Spirit in
service of the needs of others, as care and well-being are at our core.
At all times, we mean to honour and value the goodness of
everyone and everything, to show respect to all of God’s creation.
And lastly, we aim to act with justice and courage, when addressing
areas of concern and issues of inequity in a fair and reasonable
manner. These tenets – our Mercy Values - are central to who we
are and what we stand for at St Rita’s, and in addition to these, we
are also inspired by the revered qualities of our school’s Patron,
Saint Rita, that is, to be peaceful, loving, forgiving, and faith-filled.
Our school and parish community was pleased to welcome Father
Mathew Kochuveettil to officiate the Mass for us. No doubt, Father
Mathew must have been delighted to have his knowledge about the
life and times of St Rita put to the test by our students, when some

L-R Mrs Maureen Gaul (APRE), Mrs Judy Billiau (Principal),
Hallie Lansdown (School Captain), Father Mathew Kochuveettil &
Father Bill Grundy.

tricky trivia was shared during the homily.
Following the Mass, it was wonderful to be joined by Father
Bill Grundy (Pastor Emeritus) and Father Mathew, as well as
some parishioners and parents. Together we shared a delicious
celebratory cake and some cheerful conversation.
Our school children spent the afternoon in ‘peaceful’ endeavours,
including making origami peace doves, beaded crosses and yoga
poses amongst other things. Our thanks extend to Father Mathew
for presiding over our whole school Mass, and to the staff and
students for an afternoon of activities to celebrate the life and
influence of St Rita.

Words of Remembrance for Sr Mary McHugh....Rest in Peace
Written by Sisters Pam Bourke and Anne Moule RSM

Mary was born in Kiltimagh, County Mayo
Ireland, on 6th December, 1930. Her parents,
Catherine and William McHugh had three
children, Mary, Nancy and William.
When she was 19, she heard that Fr Mansfield,
the brother of Mother Enda, one of the Herberton
Sisters of Mercy, was in town and they were
looking for girls who might have a vocation to
Religious life, to go as missionaries to Australia.
In 1950, she and Anastasia Murray set out for Australia, arriving
in Herberton on the 18th September, 1950 where she was given
the Religious name of Sr Mary Bartholomew, which was quickly
shortened to “Barty”, as she affectionately became known.
She was professed on 20th May 1953, in Herberton, which was to
become her home for sixty nine years. Mary cared for the Sisters,
cooked for the Sisters and boarders, Sr Barty took the lonely boarders
under her wing, treating them to a nice hot cup of milo when they
were finding it hard to settle in. She took Communion to the residents
of Herberton Hospital, visited those in need in many places, taking
with her, her famous scones.
She multi-tasked at the boarding school, including supervising,
and going on retreats to Tinaroo. She taught religious education at
Herberton state school and at Irvinbank. She never discriminated

about who should be helped or not, quoting Catherine McAuley, who
said “that it was better to be taken in a hundred times than to turn away
one person who was in genuine need.”
The Sisters who came to Australia say Mary had a great sense of
community, and cared for each of us and our families, as well as the
wider Mercy community. Since we joined the Institute, she took to
writing to Sisters for special occasions, especially to our PNG sisters.
She was also a great supporter of missionaries, particularly in India.
When we had a Mission fete in Herberton each year, she would have
her causes lined up for help.
In 2006, she received a Premiers Certificate of Appreciation for
Queensland Seniors, in recognition of her outstanding voluntary
service to the community and Queensland. Just how much she has
done for so many is only known by those of us who have lived with
her, and those who she has so selflessly helped.
In the reference written by her parish priest in County Mayo, he wrote
“I am confident she will prove to be an excellent religious.” She certainly
has been that and so much more. As one of our Sisters said “She was
one of those deceptively simple souls whose sphere of influence was both
wide and deep”.
In the spirit of Catherine, her last clear words were, to the sisters in
vigil with her “Make sure you have some rest”. We thank God for her
life so well lived, and so precious to all of us.
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CAIRNS HOSTS VISITORS FROM DIOCESE OF
NAVRONGO-BOLGATANGA, GHANA

Written by Anna Jimenez, Diocesan Director of Catholic Mission
Bishop Alfred Agyenta and Dr Joseph (Joe) Ayembilla (pictured)
visited Cairns in June to express their gratitude for the support they
are receiving from Catholic Mission and to share their stories on the
ground.
This year, Catholic Mission is featuring Ghana as the focus country
for our parish appeals and school engagements. Ghana’s population
is not too far from the Australian population but it is a very small
country. In fact, Australia can fit 30 Ghana(s)!!!
Catholic Mission projects are all based in the upper northern Ghana,
the poorest region in the country where streetism is high and in some
places, traditional belief of “spirit children” In Ghana this is a disabled
child who is believed to possess magical powers to cause misfortune.
Disability in Ghana is greatly stigmatised.
Catholic Mission partners with missionaries to support them to
become self-sufficient by building their capacity to manage their own
projects with guidance and support from Catholic Mission.
Dr Joe visited Gordonvale and Edmonton parishes while Bishop
Alfred visited North Cairns, Parramatta Park and the Cathedral
parish. Anna said my personal take-away from the preaching of Bishop
Alfred was that there are three enemies of humanity: disease, hunger
and ignorance. On Trinity Sunday, Bishop Alfred gave a beautiful
reminder about the Triune God being the source of everything – life
and love. We receive the gift of life and love from the Holy Trinity but
it is not only a gift but also a responsibility, a call for us to mission.
To find out more about Catholic Mission’s direct projects in
Ghana, please contact Anna Jimenez on 0450 213 042 or email:
ajimenez@catholicmission.org.au

PRIMARY SCHOOL VISITS 2019

Written by Kirra Martin (St Monica’s College Year 12 Community Captain)
Every year St Monica’s and St Augustine’s Colleges combine to visit
our eight Catholic primary schools in the Cairns district. The purpose
of these visits is to speak with students and parents about their
child’s transition into secondary school. At all the schools we were
greeted and welcomed by two confident students and shown to the
classrooms where the Year Five students were waiting patiently. After
sharing some general information about the two colleges, we had the
opportunity to talk to the students in smaller groups and answer any
questions that they had. I found that the most common questions
were:
“Is high school work hard?”
“What are the lockers like?”
“How long are the school days?”
“What do you have at the tuckshop?”
“Who can I ask to the formal?” (An amusing question given that the
formal is in Year 12!)
All these questions were frequently asked by students from all eight
schools. I found that the girls were filled with a variety of emotions: fear
of the unknown, sadness about leaving a familiar school, happiness
about the future but, most of all, they were excited.
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St Joseph’s students and mothers L-R Scarlett & mum Vanessa
Bush, Summer & mum Renee Accatino, Jemma & mum
Renee Myers

Throughout the day, I could see a little bit of myself in them as I was
once in the same position. Having met some of the students from
St Monica’s such as ourselves made the younger students feel more
comfortable about coming to the Open Day on the 8th of August this
year.
Overall, the days were extremely successful, as we believe that most
students are looking at coming to St Monica’s in 2021.

CENTACARE FNQ HARMONY DAY A HUGE SUCCESS

Written by Astrid Murray (Communications Officer)

cultural groups across the community as well as local councillors and
MPs on the day. The event ended with spontaneous performances
including a Haka, performances from 3M Pride rappers, Congolese
Hip Hop artists and lots of dancing and singing in between. It truly
was a community celebration – a celebration of what is strong in
Cairns West.
L-R Esperance Kibwene, Tuyambaze Gusheja Josiane Nyiragatuje

The Our Place project, facilitated by Centacare FNQ recently held a
Harmony Day celebration at Cairns West State School for the Cairns
West community. What a fantastic day we all had!
The day brought residents of Manoora, Manunda and Mooroobool
together to reveal to the community, through an interactive
workshop, all the cultural assets, stories, ideas, hopes, skills, passions
and resources that makes Cairns West the dynamic and resilient
community that it is.
The celebration was about creating connections and having fun. We
were thrilled to welcome over 300 people of all ages and from all

Many ideas were gathered and shared and moving forward we will
be creating more space for community gatherings around these
community ideas.
Centacare Executive Director, Anita Veivers said, “One of the biggest
successes of the day was the connection people were making with others
in the community. The sessions were the perfect tool for people across
the community to engage with one another and it is exciting to imagine
what those conversations might bring about.”
The Our Place Project aims to build on strengths and resilience in
the neighbourhoods of Manunda, Manoora and Mooroobool. The
emphasis is on whole-of-community cohesion and connection, with
initiatives driven and designed by locals.

“BACK TO BASICS” FOR THE PASTORAL CARE TEAM

Written by Joy Bowen (Pastoral Care Manager & Educator)

The Director Diocesan Outreach and Mission Services, Cathy
Spencer, organised for the Pastoral Care team to attend a three
full day course named “Getting Back to Basics” with Sydney based
pastoral educator Joy Bowen.
Joy has worked full time in many hospitals across many Dioceses
and is especially experienced in trauma, end of life care and
paediatric chaplaincy and is a qualified clinical supervisor. Having
heard of a course offered by Catholic Care Brisbane, Cathy planned
the event.
The venue for this training was the restful and scenic Seville Mercy
Conference Centre that offered both a beautiful space as well as
beautifully catered food and drink.
The team entered into the challenging waters of radical listening,
articulating empathy, boundaries, drama triangles and role-plays,
at first, with a little hesitancy and then with gusto as their courage,
trust and experience came to the fore.
These skills are regularly used in every day relationships in

general but here in the ministry of pastoral care they are finely
honed. These teams are working in hospitals with a cohort of very
vulnerable and worried people. In addition, the ability to offer
prayer, communion or a visit from a Priest in a way that does not
confront, offers support and connection.
There were times of great bonding, connection, vulnerability and
honesty as stories from both life and the coal- face were shared
and used as learning experiences. The team bonding was strong
and noticed by one person who attended to “come and see”. What
a profound example of support, belonging and hospitality to
experience.
Joy provided many stories of challenge and worst case scenarios
that underlined the importance of policy and practice including
confidentiality, boundaries and professionalism with Cathy
clarifying the local policy and expectations.
As the event ended, it was with much fun and passion that the
idea of an “advanced course” could be an “awesome” step two. Many
thanks to all who supported and participated in the event.
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CATHOLIC FAITH IN ACTION Written by Mrs Laura Gilbert (Assistant Principal Religious Education)

Patrick Thiele and Marina Prince
with food they had prepared for Rosies
Mareeba.

Year 11 students who organised a Rice Meal. Back from left: Alara McGrath, Hope Kennedy,
Sophie Raciti, Aarin Ryan, Tahlia De Lai, Emmylou Milgate, Sarah Peressini, Felicity Meaney and
Stefanie Meaney. Front from left: Kara Cazzola, Rachel Kleyn, Holly Bryce and Jenna Kerswell

Year 11 students undertaking Catholic Faith in Action at St
Stephen’s Catholic College have been challenged to explore who
they are and who they are called to be, in relation to the world in
which they live. This focus formed the basis of the first unit of
study ‘Who Am I’ in the newly launched senior religious education
program.
Students engaged in a range of service projects in both their
school and the local community, whilst reflecting on how these
initiatives enabled them to be the face of Christ to others. Students
volunteered with Rosies, and made food for the Rosies Van. They
organised a donation drive of educational items to support the
missionary work of past student Ruby Kohler in Zambia. Students
visited Carinya Nursing Home, and also organised a Rice Meal
as an act of solidarity and to raise awareness of those living in
poverty, as well as volunteering at the local swimming pool and
horse sport events.
St Stephen’s Catholic College Year 11 student Shaylee Broom, who
coordinated a donation drive for young people in Zambia with
fellow Year 11 student Sarah Cockburn, stated that completing
their service project had been a fulfilling experience. “Sarah and
I know that we are helping people who are less fortunate than us
by showing them kindness and supporting them, and by also letting
them know that they are not alone. By undertaking this service, I
have learned that it is not hard to show others kindness and that
being the face of Christ to others can be really rewarding,” Shaylee
said.
During the program, students have also participated in workshops
and seminars with a range of Church ministries, including St
Vincent De Paul and Indigenous Connections, in order to learn
more about the mission of the Catholic Church. Recently students
enjoyed a two-day workshop with Catholic Mission where they
were challenged to consider their social responsibility in a world
where many people live in devastating poverty.
The Year 11s took part in practical activities which simulated
the experience of having little food as well as limited access to
education, health care and adequate shelter. Director of Catholic
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Mission in the Diocese of Cairns, Anna Jimenez shared her
personal encounters with poverty in the Philippines, highlighting
the real need for students to consider their call to serve others and
display an attitude of gratitude at all times. Students look forward
to future encounters of ‘faith in action’ as they continue their
studies in this program.

Cultivating
Cultural Wellbeing
20th August 2019
Centacare Social Wellbeing Hub would like to invite you
to celebrate Queensland Seniors Week. Please join us on
for a day as we...

Celebrate Queensland for all Ages
9.00 - 10.00 am Morning Tea
10.00 - 10.30 am The Rhythms of my Land
10.30 - 11.30 am Happy Pain Yoga for Seniors
11.30 - 12.00 pm

煌 FUN Japanese Yosakoi Dance

12.30 pm Lunch

PLEASE
RSVP BY
Tues day
6 Augus t

Centacare Social Wellbeing Hub
39 Oak Street, Holloways Beach QLD 4878
Call us on (07) 4055 0890 or 0417 608141
Email us at swh@centacarefnq.org

CENTACARE FNQ OPENS THEIR DOORS TO THE
PUBLIC TO CELEBRATE REFUGEE WEEK

Written by Astrid Murray (Communications Officer)

The Centacare Multicultural Services team
welcomed the public to their new office at 212
McCormack Street in Manunda on Friday
21 June to celebrate Refugee Week, and offer
a glimpse of what they do and show the
community around their exciting new space
in Manunda.
Refugee Week this year provided an
opportunity for all cultures to come together
where everyone is welcome and belongs.
Centacare FNQ wanted to celebrate and
share the positive contributions that refugee
communities make to Far North Queensland
and showcase the work of the Multicultural
Services including Settlement Services,
upCyclinc and the Our Place Project.
Centacare Executive Director, Anita Veivers
said, “We are delighted that our Multicultural
Services team is now located within community.
This move has been a goal for some time and Refugee Week is the
perfect time to celebrate the great contributions that refugees make
to our local community, to Queensland and Australia as a whole.
Now that we have settled in a little more, we wanted to introduce
everyone to our new location and share what we do.”
The Open day was a vibrant mixture of flavours, sights and

The VAELE Boys-Samoan Performance Group

sounds with swirling fabrics from all around the world and
people of refugee background sharing their stories of incredible
journeys and resilience.
The day was a great success with lots of dancing, multicultural
food, cultural performances, story sharing and displays. A fun
day for people of all ages and a wonderful

Are stairs a problem?
Master Lifts have a convenient answer,
so you can stay in your double story home.
• Wheelchair lifts
• Home elevators
• Pool lifts
New and used options available.
Call us today,
and arrange a FREE in home demonstration and quote.

07 40393100

www.pkbookkeeping.com

Have a seat...
We’ll take it from here.

Phil : 0418 182 252

www.masterlifts.com.au

Osborne Construction Solutions
PO Box 464 Bungalow Qld 4870
www.osborneconstructions.com
Email: phil@osborneconstructions.com
ABN: 58 151 699 704 QBCC Licence: 1209195
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Deacon Ralph Madigan…
celebrated My Faith 10 years on the 7th June
Deacon Ralph’s Catholic background comes from his grandmother on his father’s
side, Annie Green, who had a very strong Catholic faith.
His mother, Elsie Madigan, was a big influence in Ralph’s attendance at Mass in
St Thomas’s, Mareeba.
Even though he was active in his parish, for many years, he had a longing for
something more. He wanted to be a deacon. So, after some encouragement and
much study, Ralph was eventually ordained by Bishop James Foley on 7 June 2009
in St Thomas of Villanova Church in his home town of Mareeba.
Since his ordination he has been working full time for the Church and has
presided at many baptisms, weddings and funerals
Deacon Ralph said “My Catholic faith and my Aboriginality walk side by side, like
close friends. They work together as one, they strengthen each other and they have
made me who I am today. I thank God for both of them”.

Fr Saju Thekkanath CFIC
…25 Years

Fr Saju was ordained on
the 19th May 1994 at
Koodapuzha, Chalakudy,
Kerala in India. His
answers to the four
questions are:
Seeing the dedicated life
of the priests and nuns of
the time. Attracted by the
way they love care and
make other people happy.

My grandparent, father
of my mother. The priests
and nuns who served my
parish. The life history of saints.
To do maximum good for others, make other people
happy even if they criticize me, accuse me or humiliate
me. I really enjoy my priesthood when I see people are
happy, peaceful and joyful because of me.
Remember always we are called not because of our merit
or talents, or strength, but purely His grace and blessing.
Try our best to be faithful to Him who has called. Have
a personal relationship with Him. Be aware of our
weaknesses, and believe He is with us to guide us, to
protect us. “Failure or faithfulness, it’s our choice “
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SOME OF OUR CLERGY CELEBRATI
We asked the Priests
1. Why did you choo

2. Who were the people in your life th

3. What would be the joy
4. If someone was looking at becoming a

Fr Hilary Flynn… 55 Years

Fr Hilary Flynn was
ordained at St Patrick’s
Cathedral in Toowoomba
on the 29th June 1964.
When asked the four
questions he replied as
follows:
The thought sat in my
heart over the years
that God wanted me
to become a Priest. I
thought I could be a good
priest. I believed it would
make me happy.

My relatives had deep faith, an uncle became a priest
and an aunt a Carmelite Nun. I always had a devotion

Fr Gerry O’Connor 31st May… 50 years
Fr Gerry O’Connor was
ordained on the 31st
May 1969 at St Patrick’s
Cathedral, Melbourne.
His answers to the four
questions are:

My parents, the Good Samaritan sisters and the Christian
Brothers were a great influence in my decision to join the
priesthood.

I grew up in a Catholic
family and my older
brother was studying for
the priesthood so the
family used to visit him
at the seminary. My
older brother studied for
5 years but did not get
ordained.

That would be a courageous decision in these times.
However have the courage to follow God’s plan. Listen to
your heart.

ING ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES
s these 4 Questions:
se to become a priest?

hat encouraged you to become a priest?

ys of priesthood for you?
priest, what advice would you give them?

to heroes and heroines of the past - we call them Catholic
Saints. I think my mother was by design or by accident
sneaky and had books of the Saints around our house for
me to read. I didn’t really share with anybody until I was
half way through grade 12. I had my eyes set on the target.
God was kind to me and made it easy for me to pursue
my goal.
I have always been welcomed into families, into homes,
into meal times. I have received a lot of love and affection
from individuals in the towns. I have always felt I am
where God wants me to be and that has brought me fairly
constant happiness, and hardly any loneliness.
I would say - listen to your heart. Go along with what looks
like the pathway to personal holiness. As soon as possible
go see an approachable Priest or if you have prayerful best
friends, somebody in your peer group or family.

The Liturgy and of course the contact with the children at
the schools and the parishioners whom I have made great
friendships over the years. This has given me great joy.

Fr Neil Muir … 25 years

Fr Neil Muir was ordained
at St Monica’s Cathedral
on the 4th February1994.
He answered the four
questions as follows:
Because of the faith of my
local community, parish,
and the power of my
belief in the ordination
My parents and family
encouraged me.

Working
with
the
community and being
privileged enough to serve the community in both happy
and sad times.
Talk to a priest that you respect, a person who you consider
to give wise advice, whether they are religious or other,
and speak to the Bishop of your community

Vocations Week 4th -11th August
Vocations Director: Fr. Nathan McKay
nathanmckay@bigpond.com
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HAPPENINGS ACR

A Morning Tea at the Priory

Written by Fr Robert Greenup (Mareeba Parish)
The Muslim faith was brought to Mareeba many years ago by
immigrants from Albania and the present mosque was opened on
Anzac Day in 1970. Relationships with the wider community have
always been harmonious and over the years there have been several
positive meetings between the Muslim and Catholic communities.
After the horrific killing of so many Muslim worshipers in
Christchurch, Fr Rob wrote to the local Imam on behalf of the
Catholic community to express our sadness and the solidarity we felt
with them.
Then, after the dreadful bombing of Catholic churches in Sri Lanka,
the Muslim community wrote to Fr Rob expressing their sorrow and
support. They also said that they would like to come and give their
condolences in person.
They were then invited to come to the priory for morning tea with
some of the Catholic parishioners. Coffee and cakes were in abundance
and a very convivial time was had together.

Baptism Celebrated at St John’s
at Silkwood

Written by Linda Gaia (Assistant Principal Religious Education)
Earlier this year, the St John’s community in Silkwood welcomed
twelve children who were baptised into the faith community of
the Catholic Church. Family, friends, members of the school
community, and parishioners gathered to witness this special
event. The students were mesmerised as Father Kerry Crowley
baptised the candidates, with younger students leaving their seats
to vie for a prime viewing position.
Mrs Linda Gaia, said she was inspired by the children, especially
those who expressed interest in baptism of their own volition.
“These children had a strong belief in the Church, and they had
a strong desire to be a part of it, and they made it happen.” The
majority of the newly baptised will participate in the Sacraments of
Reconciliation, Confirmation and Eucharist later this year.

The Muslim community in Mareeba is now quite diverse. Apart from
the original Albanians, those at the morning tea also included a South
African, a Samoan, a Malaysian and a fellow from Uzbekistan.

Fr Kerry Crowley with the 12 children

Debutante Ball at Mareeba

After 18 Years of Faithful Service…
Joe Negro Retires
Morning Tea was held on the 13th
June in the dining room of the Bishop’s
House to say farewell to Joe Negro from
the Payroll Department. There was a
large gathering of staff together with
people from the schools, agencies and
ministries. Joe and his wife Maryanne
were thrilled to see all the people who
turned up to share morning tea.

Written by Mary Stefanutti (Coordinator, St Thomas Catholic
Debutante Ball Committee)
The St Thomas Catholic Debutante Ball Mareeba was held on
Saturday, 11th May 2019 at the Mareeba International Club. There
were 18 debutantes who were presented to the Vicar General,
Father Frank Gordon, together with other local dignitaries.
The theme for this year’s ball was “Purple Rain”. The ballroom
was transformed to include rain drop embellishments in bouquets,
chiffon drapes, fairy lights and purple wisteria adorning the
ceiling. It was a night of glitz and glamour for the debutantes and
their partners with proud parents, family and friends watching on.

Jasmin Greer (Executive Director
– Finance and Employee Services)
thanked Joe for his long standing
commitment
to
the
Payroll
Department.
Peter Ellis (former
Payroll employee, now retired) said
“Joe was the most obliging helpful
person I have ever worked with.”
Joe thanked Jasmin for her kind words, and his gift. He thanked
everyone for coming and said “Maryanne and I are now looking
forward to the next chapter in our lives”.
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Deb Ball Group
Photo courtesy of Brendan MacRae Photography

OSS THE DIOCESE
Chrism Mass Celebrated at
St Monica’s Cathedral

Great Wheelbarrow Race 2019

Written by Ms Julia Cazita-Mazaeud (Teacher in charge)

On Wednesday 10th April the Holy Oils were blessed by Bishop
James and then distributed to all our parishes. The Oils are used for
Baptism, Confirmations and the Anointing of the Sick. This is a yearly
celebration at St Monica’s Cathedral.

Congratulations to students Nathan Everett, Eliza Lyall, Joy Beohm,
Timmothy Lyall, Ronin Spartalis, Zachary Christie, Ethan Burnett,
Hamish Burnett & Mackenzie Smy who ran 140 km pushing a
wheelbarrow for Mount St Bernard College.

After the Mass, a very delicious supper and a cuppa were served on
the Cathedral lawn.

Setbacks were overcome with incredible resilience by our students
over the long hard run, over dirt, dust and bitumen, amongst another
300 runners. Mount St Bernard’s name was well represented as an
outstanding group of students, who came 6th overall out of over 47
teams. The students ran at a 16.9 km per hour average.
Nudgee College, won overall, and one team alone, raised $42,000 as
their contribution to their charity.
We are continuing to fundraise for the Cathy Freeman Foundation
- Stomp out the Gap Program - throughout 2019. 100% of proceeds
raised for Stomp out the Gap funds delivery of programs in their four
partner communities

Thoughts on Competing in the 2019
Ironman 70.3
Written by Nicole Damon (Diocesan Payroll Services)

The 9th June was one of the
most physically, mentally and
emotionally challenging days I
have experienced. This time last
year, I had just competed as part
of a team, doing the run leg of
Ironman 70.3 Cairns I decided
to register for the 2019 race and
started training for my first half
Ironman in November 2018.

All up, this entry by our students, raised respect for the name of our
college, raised awareness of our students to the trials and tribulations
of our pioneers, and sets us in the position of being one of the longest
running school entries, since the race began.
All this could not have happened without our valuable sponsors,
support from the school, commitment from our students and their
parents, and an incredible few adults, especially, Warren Part and his
wife Julie, Laura Hardess, and parents Nicole and Heiko Burnett.

Over the next 28 weeks I trained 6 days per week, swimming, riding,
running, strength work and stretching.
The weather in the week leading up to Ironman, wasn’t kind. To see
the ocean rolling as it was on Saturday was nerve racking. However,
I woke at 4am on Sunday to the sound of perfect little sets and not
much wind.
As soon as I entered the water, I felt at ease. It was my favourite part
of the day, apart from that beautiful finish line! 1.9km’s done and then
on the bike for 90km. I felt strong, but that headwind on the way back
was brutal, however, the spectacular scenery lessened the hurt.

On Friday 7th June at the JCU site of
the proposed new Catholic College

Last leg was the 21.1km run. My mind was drained, and not talking to
my legs, well apart from telling them to walk. I love running, but my
head was not playing the game and it was tough.
I loved seeing and hearing work colleagues, friends, teammates and
family on course, they helped push me closer to that finish line. It’s the
best feeling seeing your husband and children cheering and calling
out your name and looking so proud of you.
“I finished, I made cut off and I did it.” Nevertheless 2020 is the year for
improvement, and I can’t wait to be challenged again and have those
finish line feelings.

L - R: Dr Sally Towns Cairns Catholic Education Services Acting
Executive Director, Professor Sandra Harding JCU Vice Chancellor,
David Craig JCU Cairns Campus Director and Bishop James Foley
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HAPPENINGS ACR

Meet Our New Rosies Co-Ordinators
Gina and Werner Rossbach

Gina commenced with Rosies
in 2008 as a volunteer, at the
same time she was researching
homelessness in Australia for
her Social Work Degree. Werner
has been with Rosies for 4 years
as a volunteer and previously
worked with Australia’s largest
welfare payments agency Social
Security for 40 years.

Gina and Werner have received their induction from Brisbane Head
Office Support and we thank them and welcome Gina & Werner as
joint co-ordinators and wish them the best of luck in their new roles.
Rosies Cairns is also seeking occasional daytime helpers for :
Pick up and deliveries, refuelling and arranging cleaning & washing
the vehicles, cleaning the outreach room, purchasing from Bunnings,
etc, preparing meals for our patrons

Preservice Teachers Gain
Valuable Experience

Written by Julia Cazita-Mazeaud (VET & Science Teacher)
They say a picture paints a thousand words, recently four students
from Mount St Bernard College, dedicated their week, to learning
what they could from our local state primary school. A big thankyou to teachers and staff at Herberton State Primary School for
supporting LaLa-Daisy Lui, Maggie Bob, Rhonda Bonner, and
Angelina Williams, (year 12 students, who travel all the way from
islands in the Torres Strait, each term), in their heartfelt endeavour,
to direct their future to a life of teaching.
These students are completing a 2 year course in a Certificate III
in Education, presented and endorsed by TNQ TAFE RATEP
Community Advisory Board, delivered by Mount St Bernard’s
College. But, as they say, “It takes a village to raise a child.” and these
students expressed their heartfelt thanks to the teachers and staff
for helping them to better understand and connect their recent inclass learning, and to the practical application of standing before a
classroom of young precious minds.

Contact cairns@rosies.org.au if interested.

St Monica’s College Students Excel…
Written by Natalia Loukas Year 10

L-R Develyn Wong Year 12, Natalia
Loukas Year 10, Abriel Reed Year 9
and Kate Brunetto Year 9.

impromptu 3-minute speech.

The Rostrum Voice of
Youth Public Speaking
Competition
is
an
amazing opportunity to
broaden and improve
public speaking skills.
In the heats of the
competition,
students
prepare and perform
an 8-minute speech for
the senior competition.
The winners of that
round perform the same
speech in the next round,
accompanied
by
an

After dedicating much hard work, time and effort towards this
competition, year 10 student Natalia Loukas, won the second
round. Develyn Wong, year 12 student competed in the second
round along with Natalia. Both girls did an exceptional job and
represented St Monica’s with pride.
Natalia will travel down to Brisbane on July 6 to compete in
the state finals for Queensland. This competition is a perfect fit
for those who aspire to challenge themselves and travel outside
their comfort zone. The Rostrum committee does a brilliant job
in organising and running this competition and their efforts are
greatly appreciated by all schools in Cairns.
Public speaking is an extremely challenging skill to acquire and
absolutely everyone who participates in this competition deserves
recognition and congratulations.
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From L-R Lala Daisy Lui, Maggie Bob, Angelina Williams and
Rhonda Bonner

Pentecost Sunday at St Therese’s
Edmonton on Sunday 9th June 2019
In keeping with our very own
parish tradition to celebrate
the feast of Pentecost each
year, we showcased the
many and varied cultures
and nationalities that make
our parish so unique and
diverse.
We said some prayers in
our native language and
collectively praised our God.
We praised God through
song provided by all our
musicians.
We invited our parishioners
to bring a traditional dish
from their country of origin to share in a combined brunch after
Mass. We ate beautiful traditional food from many countries, danced
to live music and enjoyed each other’s company.
A truly beautiful Liturgy followed by lots of fun and laughter.

OSS THE DIOCESE
Sri Lankan Mass Celebrated at
Edmonton Parish

On Sunday 28th April, the St Therese’s Catholic parish community
gathered for Mass at 9.30am. The beautiful service was hosted by
the Cairns Sri Lankan Society. We were joined by parishioners and
many visitors for this special service.
During the Mass, we had a candle lighting ceremony, in which
various members of the community were invited up to light a
candle, to symbolize our unity. We listened to the Society President,
Jude Fernando, speak about Sri Lanka’s disaster, followed by some
very alarming statistics.
We came together as a community to show our support with
donations during the second collection to raise money for those
left in need by the bombings, and then we shared morning tea at
the end of Mass.

St Joseph’s Parish Atherton Debutante Ball

Written by Madonna Lawrence (St Joseph’s Parish Debutante
Committee)
Fourteen lovely debutantes on the arms of their partners were
introduced to Fr Frank Gordon, and to the community at the
St Joseph’s Parish Debutante ball on Saturday evening, May 25.
The evening is always a much anticipated event and is one of the
school’s major fundraisers each year.
This year’s ball was held at the Yungaburra Community Hall, which
had been delightfully decorated with an Under the Sea theme, with
gorgeous blue hues, shells, and even messages in bottles.
Amidst the sparkle and swoosh of white gowns and smart
black dress suits, the debutantes and their partners danced four
demonstration dances before parents were invited to the floor to
dance the Pride of Erin with their children.
The evening included a three course meal, and a more relaxed disco
later. The evening was a wonderful success full of fancy footwork,
glittering lights and gorgeous smiles

Fr Karel Receiving the Offertory Gifts

The Interfaith Multicultural Celebration
for Peace and Harmony Service
was held in St Monica’s Cathedral on Monday 29th April. Venerable
Rinchen Resident Nun from the Khacho Yulo Ling Buddhist Centre
sent the following thank you and photo after the celebration.
Thank you all so much for being willing to participate in the beautiful
evening on Monday night. We have had such positive feedback from the
community of how special and meaningful it was, touching everyone’s
heart in a profound way. I hope this is the start
of the way forward to creating more harmony in our community by
breaking down the barriers that divide us. His Holiness was extremely
happy to be there and participate and
also encouraged more events like this.
We are so grateful to Bishop James
Foley and the Catholic Diocese for
allowing us to hold this event in the
sacred space of St Monica’s Cathedral.
Thank you all for participating
and bringing your own unique and
special wish for Peace and Harmony
for the community in Cairns and
humanity in general.

Deb Ball Group Photo with Fr Frank Gordon.
Photo courtesy of Paul Hubner of pinupphotography

Good Bye and Good Luck

Morning tea was held in the dining room at the Bishop’s House
on Friday 27th May to say farewell to Kevin Malone (Executive
Director Diocesan Services and Support) who left the diocese
to take up a new position with Ports North as their Commercial
General Manager. Bishop James thanked Kevin for his 9 years of
dedication and hard work and made a presentation. Kevin was
delighted with the gift and the Bishop’s kind words.
Kevin said “I have thoroughly enjoyed my 9 years at the diocese
and feel that a lot has been accomplished during my time here. I
am comfortable that I leave the diocese in a better position both
operationally and financially
but that could not have been
achieved without the support,
dedication and commitment to
the Mission of the Church, by
all the clergy, board members
and staff in all agencies of the
diocese. For that I would like to
thank you all.
I am looking forward to the
challenges that my new role
will bring”
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CELC UPDATES Written by Annette Hennebry (Acting Manager, OSHC Operations & Compliance)

Catholic Early Learning
and Care are excited to
share with you the news
that has been happening
around a few of our
Outside School Hours
Care and Early Learning
services. Firstly, we would
like to congratulate our
OSHC Operations and
Compliance
Manager
Sarah
Denman
on
the birth of their first
child, Heath Denman.
Congratulations Sarah
and Cain. While Sarah
is on maternity leave
Annette Hennebry has
taken on her role in at
Central office. Annette
already worked within CELC at Our Lady Help of Christians
OSHC as Nominated Supervisor.

We are excited to share with you some of the ‘wow’ moments
that a couple of our services have achieved over the last few
months. They are forever pushing the boundaries to make sure
CELC is recognised as one of the region’s most sort after quality
care environments. Services are connecting with their world and
community around them and helping to provide children from all
walks of life a sense of identity and wellbeing.
Redlynch early learning and Kindergarten have had a busy couple
of months where they held a Biggest Morning Tea involving all the
educators and children. Families were able to spend the morning
at the service and eat some amazingly delicious food. They raised a
huge $600 for the Cancer Council, what an achievement, well done
to Stacey and her team.
Also, Stacey and her team have begun a reconciliation project
where every single child within the service will have their hand
and foot prints to make the leaves of the trees and it will take pride
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of place in the entrance of the centre.
St Andrew’s OSHC had an educator who did the Great Shave for
Leukemia and raised over $500, what a fabulous donation to the
Leukemia Foundation. It was a great educational experience for
the children to learn about the purpose behind the shave. Children
were able to cut some of Miss Bri’s hair if they wanted and showed
great caution in doing this.
Mount Peter early learning and Kindergarten had a fantastic
WOW moment at their service when they received their official
sticker and confirmation letter to say they are a Be You Learning
Community Centre. Be You is a program run by Beyond Blue and
is designed to teach and provide resources to those working with
families and young children. It offers the tools needed to help
build a mentally healthy generation. Sarah’s educators can now all
train in the Be You Program and help to deliver a service that is
supportive of mental health for all of the MacKillop community. If
you think this is something you would be interested in your sector
please refer to https://beyou.edu.au/.

NEW TENANCY – NEW DESIGN Written by Shane Watson (Diocesan Project Services Manager)

The design process for the grouping
of four separate diocesan services
into a single work environment
commenced back in March 2018.
Various concepts were developed,
to the extent that in July 2018 the
diocese was ready to proceed with
finalising tender documentation and
proceeding to construction.

of custom joinery units, designed
to accommodate files and services,
with living plants along the top. The
plants provide a visually inviting and
stimulating work environment along
with improving air quality within the
space and improved acoustics.

For staff requiring time away from
the open work environment, they
In late July 2018, Shane Watson lead
can retreat to the focus pods to allow
designer for the project, attended an
them to concentrate on complex
RAIA Design Speaks forum on office
tasks. Alternatively, the collaboration
design in Melbourne. The project
space provides the opportunity to
went back on the drawing board
staff to come together to problem
Staff peeking out of Pods Left side L- R Kym & Julia
for a significant rethink to embrace
solve,
plan, and share ideas.
Right Side: Andrea, Amy and Nicole in the foreground.
the theology of the modern office
The construction of the new tenancy
environment.
was completed over seven weeks, by Collins Constructions FNQ,
By addressing the key criteria of natural light to the majority of with company director Pelham Collins spending most of his working
workspaces, offering a variety of workstations to suit the individual’s days on site (which included a few 3 am starts to minimise disruption
needs for performing different tasks, and improving the acoustic to Catholic Services Building staff during the demolition works).
The final product delivered by the builder and his subcontractors
comfort levels for staff within the space, a new design emerged.
is a testament to their long hours put in on the project and their
Working within a heritage listed building, and not being able to attention to detail.
modify original walls and ceilings, meant that the design needed
The design solution has already demonstrated its flexibility with a
to work within the confines of the existing structures, and be
couple of modifications to date to suit the growing team that Jasmin
sympathetic to the voluminous space of the open office component.
Geer, Executive Director Finance and Employee Services, has been
The new design dispensed with the traditional workspace cubicle establishing to lead the way in providing finance, payroll, human
with fabric dividers, and spaces were created through the placement resources and internal treasury services for the Diocese.

Jeff Taylor Psychiatry
Dr Jeff Taylor
M.B.B.S., D.P.M.,
F.R.A.N.Z.C.P., DipCH
Dr Jeff Taylor wishes to
advise that he conducts
a home based practice in
General Adult Psychiatry
with special interest in
Psychotherapy at
7 East Parkridge Drive,
Brinsmead, Cairns

Dr Jeff Taylor has an interest in treating
conditions including:
•
•
•
•

•

Anxiety
Depression
Mood Disorders
PTSD (post traumatic
stress disorder)
Obsessive Compulsive
Disorder

•
•

•

Specific Phobias
Treatment of Military &
Veteran related problems
Psychological problems
associated with physical
illness

For appointments:
Ph: 4034 1880 Fax: 4034 2329 E: jeff.taylor.au@gmail.com
www.jefftaylorpsychiatry.com.au
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QUESTACON CIRCUS COMES TO ST MONICA’S COLLEGE

Written by Stephen Godfrey (Middle Leader, Science)

The Questacon Science Circus came to St Monica’s College on
Friday the 31st of May. Year 8 Science students, accompanied by
their teachers, attended the Science enrichment event.
Presenters Holly and Madeleine demonstrated amazing
phenomena such as the effect of changing the gas pressure inside
sealed containers. Highlights included crushing aluminium soft
drink cans using only atmospheric pressure. The pressure we
experience due to the atmosphere means that on every square
centimetre of your body the air pressure is equal to the force of a 1
kilogram mass pressing down on you!
Equally exciting, marshmallows were launched 10 metres across
the room using a canon powered by a household vacuum cleaner.
Please don’t try this one at home! Our presenters used liquid
nitrogen to deflate balloons and liquid propellant was combusted
causing flames.
Teachers were amused and students were sent ducking for cover
as film canisters ‘popped’ when they were filled with dry ice. The
pressure inside the canisters built up as the carbon dioxide within
the can sublimated increasing the pressure so much that the lids
flew off causing a loud explosive sound.
When asked about their experience at the incursion, Doaa Ali
said that “The Questacon Circus was an amazing opportunity to
learn more about new things” and Kalara Veiwasenavanua said “we
enjoyed it to the fullest, it was jam-packed with laughter and very
interesting experiments. All in all it was an explosive event.”
Earlier in the week St Monica’s science staff became the students,
when they attended a Questacon professional learning evening.
Selected Science staff combined with other local schools spent
time exploring different methods in engaging students in science.

Student, Jennifer Thiele. Year 8

Activities included making prototype inventions to fulfil a specific
need. The competitive nature and love of learning of all who
attended ensured that everyone took away strategies to try on their
students.
Thanks and gratitude goes to all involved in the preparation and
organisation of such events at St Monica’s College.

MARIST YOUTH MINISTRY VISITS FNQ Written by Simeon Natusch (Liturgy Captain)

On Monday 3 June St Augustine’s College celebrated Champagnat
Week and were very fortunate to welcome Caitlin Humphries,
Marist Youth Ministry Coordinator for Queensland. Caitlin spent
the week between St Augustine’s and our other Marist school,
Good Counsel College, Innisfail.

Her time here was extremely inspirational and well worthwhile. Her
words of wisdom and valuable advice provided all year levels with
vital reasons on why we should follow and pass on our mentor’s
legacy. Caitlin helped us to understand the true importance of
St Marcellin Champagnat’s Charism and its characteristics of
Presence, Simplicity, Family Spirit, A Love of Work, In The Way
Of Mary.

commend her for all of her hard work and dedication to the St
Augustine’s College family. May she continue to positively change
the perspectives of many other schools through her work as she
has done exceptionally for us.
All the best and thank you Caitlin, and we hope to see you soon!

The College prefects, Student Representative Council, and Thailand
Immersion groups were also privileged to take part in workshop
sessions with Caitlin, on how the year is progressing with regard
to leadership and, of course, the unpredictable obstacles that may
occur this year in our own lives in and out of school.
They engaged in various activities and debriefing sessions to
acknowledge and improvise the little things that made not only
themselves better, but of the greater good of all aspects of College
life.
We as a Marist community have had our vision and aspirations
in life strengthened and nourished by Caitlin and we must
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St Augustine’s Students and Caitlin

WHAT IS THE LA CONGRESS? Written by editorial staff
It is the Religious Education Congress,
sponsored by the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles Office of Religious Education,
which is the nation’s largest annual
gathering of Roman Catholics!

In March, six participants from the
Diocese travelled to Los Angeles for
the annual Los Angeles Religious
Education Congress. The Congress was
held over 3 days. It is the largest event
of its type in the world, with this year’s
attendance numbering approximately
35,000 from 15 different countries.
L-R Stacey Lewis, Kelly
Sheppard, Ann Blakeney This is a Catholic Education Services’
Front row Cathy Spencer, initiative and the 7th time CES has
Elena Bozzo, Michael
engaged with the Congress.
Aitken
Over the three days, the Congress
offered over 300 workshops presented by 200 speakers). Topics
ranged from personal growth to music to spiritual topics – in
English, Spanish and Vietnamese.
Representing many cultures Congress 2019 offered 14 Eucharistic
Liturgies of different character, including Byzantine Divine
Liturgy, Honouring Our Ancestors in Faith from the Black
Culture Perspective, Mass for Persecuted Christians (Spanish and
Vietnamese), Mass for Promoting Harmony, Mass for the Progress
of Peoples – Church on the Way to Unity, Mass for Those Held in
Captivity, Sanctification of Human Labour (English and Spanish),

The Cross and Suffering in Today’s World in the Franciscan
Tradition, along with Morning Praise (one with the English Keynote
and one with the Spanish Keynote), Evening Prayer and Taizé.
Below are some comments from the participants when asked: How
are you different since attending LA RE Congress – the ‘so what’ of
attending?
Mike: the privilege of being surrounded by people of the same faith and
experience….being renewed.
Ann: remembering my faith, everyone is there for the same purpose…
upon returning felt more connected to my faith…you are not alone,
everyone is sharing the same vision…’I came away feeling a little more
proud to be Catholic.’
Kelly: sense of peace; two favourite things was labyrinth (sacred space
in the convention centre) and mission San Juan Capistrano…very
peaceful. Feel more connected to my faith - the masses and liturgies
were amazing.
Cathy: sense of solidarity, to see so many people and so disciplined…
(No security); such a wonderful experience but do we have structures
for volunteers operating in this space to participate?
Elena: amazing whirlwind…I found a new addiction, I returned not
only with a bucketful, but overflowing. Noticing the preciousness of
every moment…inspired by so many people…connectedness through
the world…I am so proud to be Catholic…
There was also some downtime during which participants toured
the sights and enjoyed one another’s company.

Business Legal Services
Property & Conveyancing
Wills, Estate Planning & Administration
Family Law & Separation
Employment Advice
Bankruptcy & Financial Difficulty
Retirement Living
Estate Dispute Resolution
Level 1, 14-16 McLeod Street, Cairns
Telephone: 07 4036 9700
www.millerharris.com.au | service@millerharris.com.au
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THERAPY IS MUSIC TO RESIDENTS’ EARS Media Release adapted by Editorial Staff
The magic of music is proving an important
therapy for residents living with dementia at
Mercy Place Westcourt, thanks to members of
The Lioness Club of Cairns.

The all-female group has this month donated
more than $1500 worth of musical books, CDs and resources to
the home’s Music Therapy Programme, which will see residents’
families involved in making a playlist of their loved ones’ favourite
music, which can then be accessed by seniors at
any time to aid their relaxation and facilitate happy
memories.

provider of care, founded by the Sisters of Mercy and grounded
in a long history of caring for those in need. The organisation
is a national service provider of health and aged care throughout
Victoria, Southern New South Wales, Western Australia,
Queensland and the Australian Capital Territory.
In Far North Queensland, the organisation cares for 160 people
at two residential homes, while managing an additional 139
independent living units and apartments.

Mercy Place Westcourt Service Manager, Angela
Cox said the therapeutic effect of music for seniors,
particularly those living with dementia and other
related conditions, couldn’t be overstated. “Generally
speaking, music is an incredible trigger for emotions
and memories from our past to emerge,” she said. “We’re
delighted to have the support of The Lioness Club of
Cairns to support us in offering an uplifting and positive
experience for our residents, through providing such
great music resources.
“It’s lovely to see residents who are usually very quiet
and sometimes confused express their joy and sing along
to the music they love from many decades ago; this
initiative has had an extremely positive influence on our
residents and the feedback from everyone has been very
positive.”
Mercy Health is a Catholic community not for profit
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L-R Narelle Hanrahan and Liz Rex (the Lioness Club of Cairns)

MALANDA PARISH SAY THANK YOU TO DEDICATED
CATECHIST Written by Janice Hunt (State School Religious Instruction Coordinator, Western Deanery)

Recently the Cairns diocese and Malanda
parish congratulated Noelle Jackson on 39
years of sharing her faith with children in
the local state school of Malanda. She has
fostered a love of God and the Catholic
Church in children attending Catholic
Religious Instruction classes in both grade
1 and grade 4 for a long time, most recently
just grade 1.

Pentecost in June. As the Coordinator of the
Catholic State School Religious Instructors
in the Western Deanery, it is an honour to
work with such dedicated people.

At the end of 2018 Noelle sadly decided
that she could no longer continue. But in a
true generous spirit she returned in 2019 to
teach grade 1 while others were away, taking
on the role of mentoring her replacement,
Elaine.

The Western Deanery includes the Atherton
Tablelands and the towns from Mareeba
and Kuranda in the north to Ravenshoe
and Millaa Millaa in the south. Seven
state schools within that area are currently
receiving religious instruction from
Catholic religious instructors. Catholic
children in three of the schools are enriched
by Catholic RI classes and in four schools,
Christian RI is offered; a Catholic is part of
the ecumenical team.

Noelle has fostered a love of God and
the Bible with the children she has met.
Children who have attended her classes
never forget having enjoyed the stories
telling and songs. Especially her unfailing
greetings and goodbyes to the class in
another language. Which language would it
be today?

These classes form an important part of the
witness of our faith to others. The religious
instructors support the role of parents who
promised at their baptism to raise their
children according to the Catholic faith.
They also have an important part to play
in witnessing to school staff and the local
community.

The diocese and the parish recognised
Noelle’s service with a certificate in 2018
and the parish with a gift at the feast of

Noelle Jackson and the English family – just
some of the children Noelle has taught in RI
classes at Malanda Primary School

Thank you to all those who have been
religious instructors in previous years and
those who will witness in the years to come.

Your Complete Guide to Planning or Arranging a Funeral.

We are here to help you every step of the way
Personal | Professional | Available 24 hours every day

Signatory to Queensland Funeral Industry
Code of Conduct
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ADOPT-A-STATION Written by Mrs Laura Gilbert (Assistant Principal Religious Education)

a larger family business. They also have four daughters
who work on the property when they are not at school.

Last term, St Stephen’s Catholic College became part of the Adopt-AStation Program, initiated by Deacon Peter de Haas. The college was
paired with the Gallaghers, a farming family who have experienced
hardship as a result of recent flood events. Shannon and Ashley
Gallagher reside on a station outside of Normanton and are part of

Through the Adopt-A-Station Program, St Stephen’s
has committed to building an ongoing relationship
with the Gallagher family. This relationship is one of
prayerful support and solidarity, where we hear from
and share with our community the hardships and
experiences of farming families such as the Gallagher’s,
as well as perform actions to show the family that
they are not alone in their struggles. The St Stephen’s
Catholic College community recently sent a hamper
and letters of support to the Gallagher family. Shannon
spoke of the family’s great appreciation for these well
wishes and the impact that such actions can have,
stating, “Things like receiving the hamper, card and the goodwill make
us take five and think about how lucky we still are, and how grateful
we are that people care so much.”
Pictured above is the Gallagher family with a hamper sent by the
college and the family mustering during the Easter holidays.

MISSION ONE HEART MANY VOICES (MOHMV)
CONFERENCE A reflection from Anna Jimenez, Diocesan Director for Catholic Mission

I attended MOHMV Conference on May 13-15, 2019 in Sydney. Sr
Carol, the first keynote speaker, talked about becoming a Church
beyond 2020 with a particular focus on inclusivity, dialogue and
encounter. She also shared about the joy of the Gospel being LOVE
over FEAR and MERCY over JUDGEMENT. Sr Carol also shared
with us some very good acronyms of LOVE and FEAR which I also
want to share with you all –
F – false		
L – looking at
E – evidence
O – others with the
A – appearing
V – very
R – real		
E – eyes of God
The next keynote speaker was Bishop Paul Tighe, Secretary of the
Pontifical Council for Culture. Bishop Paul spoke about how the
digital communication is changing our culture.
Bishop Paul’s
presentation left me with a rhetorical question: How am I going to be
meaningful in the new culture, the digital world?

We opened day 2 of MOHMV with a presentation from Dr Robyn
Miller, CEO of MacKillop Family Services. Robyn shared about the
work that they do. She also shared the 15 Diseases of Leadership,
According to Pope Francis (pictured)
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After hearing Robyn’s presentation, I felt like I had acquired a
terminal disease! In one way or another, I am guilty that I have some,
if not all, of the diseases of leadership that Robyn mentioned from
Pope Francis.
Day 3 of MOHMV Conference began with a very moving and
emotional lament. We heard stories from those who were hurt
deeply by some people in our Church. This emotional moment
made me realize that we are all on this journey towards hope. Our
lamentations now are necessary for us to step into the space of healing
where we can find the courage to experience hope.
Please keep an eye out for the next edition of Cairns Diocesan News
for my personal reflections on the workshops that I attended during
MOHMV. This is a word collage to give you a preview of what it
might look like:
The next MOHMV Conference will be on September 2021.
pray and hope that you will consider attending this conference
strengthen your capacity to share and live out the experience
mission in your homes, parishes, schools, communities as well
mission and workplaces.

I
to
of
as

‘FIDDLER ON THE ROOF’ A MUSICAL PERFORMED AT
CPAC Written by Loredana Citraro (Director and St Monica’s College Arts Leader)
Towards the end of 2018, when it was announced to the students
of St Augustine’s and St Monica’s College that the 2019 musical was
‘Fiddler on the Roof,’ there was a collective ‘what?’ It is certain that
night, YouTube had several hits all searching for footage of ‘Fiddler
on the Roof ’. If you were to ask the students today, they would be
able to tell you the story back to front.
Withww auditions completed by December 2018, the new cast were
given scripts to learn over the Christmas holidays, then it was hit the
ground running with rehearsals beginning Week 1 of 2019.
‘Fiddler on the Roof ’ is essentially a story about a father and his five
daughters and his attempts to maintain his Jewish religious and
cultural traditions while outside influences encroach on the family.
To maintain the integrity of the Jewish traditions, Rabbi Ari Rubin
was invited to talk to the cast regarding Jewish customs and answer
any questions they had, of which there was many.
After weeks of rehearsals, Opening Night was Friday 2nd May
at CPAC, the first schools to perform there. Audiences laughed

along with Tevye and his
antics and watched with
anticipation in the end
with what was to become
of Tevye and his family
after they were forced
to leave their village.
The response from the
audience after every
show was very positive
making all the hard work
worthwhile.
Although musicals are
a huge undertaking, the
Charli O’Kane (St Monica’s) Richard
Huelin. (St Augustine’s College)
learning experience each
cast, crew and orchestra
member gain from working together for a common purpose is
immeasurable.

CENTACARE FNQ RECEIVES FUNDING FOR NEW
SETTLEMENT PLUS PROGRAM Adapted from Media Release by editorial staff
welcome and included, have the strength and capacity to overcome
the challenges of settlement and have the greatest opportunity to
integrate into Australian society and be their best.

Centacare FNQ is delighted to have been successful in receiving
almost $500,000 in federal funding for a new local social cohesion
project called Settlement Plus under the MUSTER Initiative.
MUSTER focusses on Mutual Understanding, Support, Tolerance,
Engagement and Respect as part of the Strong and Resilient
Communities Program.
Centacare FNQ supports refugees who settle in the Cairns region
through a range of programs, which support people accessing
education, housing and community supports.
In the last five years, Cairns has received the highest number of
permanent migrant and humanitarian arrivals (2522 people) in
Regional Queensland, with over 9% of the states migrant intake.
Settlement Plus aims to ensure newly arrived Australians feel

Centacare FNQ Executive Director Anita Veivers said, “It’s
fantastic that we can now provide these additional supports to ensure
our newest community members not only feel warmly welcomed but
have the extra support they need to give their settlement journey the
best chance of long term positive outcomes. We want to make sure
that the people we support have the best chance of engaging with
education, work, and their local community and continue to build
on the rich diversity of our beautiful city.”
Federal member for Leichardt Mr Warren Entsch said,
“Organisations such as Centacare FNQ provide a great service in
welcoming and supporting our newest community members. By
supporting them with this additional funding we know that we
are helping our community be on the front foot when it comes to
preventing social issues sometimes faced by people settling into new
communities. We can only invest in local community organisations
such as Centacare because of our responsible economic management
and strong economy.”

SAVE THE DATE

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE OUR 90TH
ANNIVERSARY
6 - 8 SEPTEMBER
MID-YEAR 2019 | EDITION 20 29

1

EXT RAORDINARY
MONTH OF

‘The Lord led her and taught
her, and kept her as the apple
of his eye. Like an eagle
spreading its wings he took
her up and bore her on his
shoulders. The Lord alone was
her guide.’—cf. Deuteronomy
32:10–12 (entrance antiphon)
I spend some time reflecting
about how the Lord guides me
in word and deed.

OCTOBER 2019

7

M ON DAY

8
Our Lady of the Rosary

‘There is a Marian “style” to the
Church’s work of evangelization
… Mary is able to recognize the
traces of God’s Spirit in events
great and small.’—Evangelii
Gaudium, §288.

14

M O NDAY

I take the words of this
week’s collect into my heart:
‘May your grace, O Lord, we
pray, at all times go before
us and follow after and make
us determined to carry out
good works.’

21

M O NDAY
‘One doesn’t begin to be
a Christian because of an
ethical decision or great
idea, but rather because of
an encounter with an event,
with a Person, who gives new
horizons to life, and with
that, a decisive orientation.’
—Pope Benedict XVI, Vatican
City, 13 November 2007

2

TUESDAY

St Thérèse of the Child Jesus

TUESDAY

‘The Church is most missionary
when it is stretching itself, exploring
and discovering what God is doing
in the world.’—Noel Connolly, 2019.

9

We ask for our eyes to be opened
to see the work of God in the world
so that we can build upon it.

15

TUESDAY

St Teresa of Jesus

We join our hands with St Teresa and
continue Christ’s work.

TUESDAY
‘I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very
moment, to a renewed personal encounter
with Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to
letting him encounter them; I ask all of you to
do this unfailingly each day.’—Pope Francis,
Evangelii Gaudium, §3

To celebrate the 100th anniversary of Pope Benedict XV’s Apostolic Letter
Maximum Illud, Pope Francis has declared October 2019 as the Extraordinary
Missionary Month. The theme is ‘Baptized and Sent: The Church of Christ
on a Mission in the World’. May each day in October be a chance for us to BE the
mission at work in the world!
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The Holy Guar

THURSDAY

‘Since the whole Church is missionar
and the work of evangelization is a b
duty of the People of God, this sacred
invites all to a deep interior renewal;
that, having a vivid awareness of the
responsibility for spreading the Gosp
may do their share …’—Ad gentes: On
Mission Activity of the Church, §35

WEDNESDAY

10

16 WEDNESDAY

23

THU

‘Ask, and it w
and you will fi
will be opene
who asks alw
who searche
who knocks w
opened to him

‘Our faith is well founded; but it is
necessary that this faith becomes
part of our lives. A great effort
must therefore be made in order
for all Christians to transform
themselves into “witnesses …”’
—Pope Benedict XVI, address to
4th Italian Ecclesial Conference,
Verona, Italy, 19 October 2006

17

‘Do n
on yo
worl
—St
Epist
ch. 7

WEDNESDAY

‘Almighty and ever-living God, grant
that we may always conform our
will to yours and serve your majesty
in sincerity of heart. Through our
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives ad reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever.’—collect for the 29th week
in Ordinary Time.

28
— P OP E F RA N C I S

3

‘Within your will, O Lord, all things
are established, and there is none
that can resist your will. For you
have made all things, the heaven
and the earth, and all that is held
within the circle of heaven; you
are the Lord of all’—cf. Esther 4:17
(entrance antiphon)

‘Christ has no body now on earth but yours,
no hands but yours, no feet but yours,
Yours are the eyes through which to look out
Christ’s compassion to the world
Yours are the feet with which he is to go about
doing good;
Yours are the hands with which he is able to
bless men now.’ —attributed to St Teresa of Ávila

22

WEDNESDAY

The Lord says this: ‘I myself will sen
angel before you to guard you as yo
—Exodus 23:20

2

‘Ev
wo
tha
for
ea
me
Mi

MONDAY

‘O God, who by the blessed Apostles have
brought us to acknowledge your name,
graciously grant, through the intercessions o
Saints Simon and Jude, that the Church may
constantly grow by increase of the peoples
who believe in you.’—collect for the Feast of
Sts Simon and Jude.
We join our mission with the mission of
the apostles.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE EXTRAORDINARY M

rdian Angels
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4

F R I DAY

UR SDAY

will be given to you; search,
find; knock, and the door
ed to you. For the one
ways receives; the one
es always finds; the one
will always have the door
m.’—Luke 11:9–10

THU RSDAY

not have Jesus Christ
your lips, and the
ld in your hearts.’
Ignatius of Antioch,
tle to the Romans,
7

24

THURSDAY

very man and
oman is a mission;
hat is the reason
r our life on this
arth.’—Pope Francis,
essage for World
ission Day 2018

of

29

St Francis of Assisi

5 SATURDAY

‘Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.’ —‘A simple prayer’, popularly attributed to St Francis

11

‘You have before you the task of
seeking new ways to announce Christ in
situations of rapid and often profound
transformation, and of emphasizing
the missionary character of all pastoral
activity.’—Pope Benedict XVI, address
to Costa Rican bishops, Vatican City,
8 February 2008

FRIDAY

FRIDAY

12

SATURDAY

St Luke the Evangelist

FRIDAY

‘Respect and love ought to be extended
also to those who think or act differently
than we do in social, political and even
religious matters. In fact, the more
deeply we come to understand their
ways of thinking through such courtesy
and love, the more easily we will be able
to enter into dialogue with them.’
—Gaudium et Spes, 1965, §28

‘Help each other to live and to grow in
the Christian faith so as to be valiant
witnesses to the Lord. Be united, but
not closed. Be humble, but not fearful.
Be simple, but not naïve. Be thoughtful,
but not complicated. Enter into dialogue
with others, but be yourselves.’—Pope
Benedict XVI, Genoa, Italy, 18 May 2008
How do I grow in faith and encourage
faith in those around me?

30

13

SUNDAY

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

‘The Lord has
revealed to the
nations his saving
power’—cf. Psalm 97
(psalm response)

How can I reveal the face of Jesus
to those around me?

19

SATURDAY

‘The Church is a
family of families’
—Pope Francis,
Amoris Laetitia, §87.

‘The Lord sent out disciples to proclaim
throughout the towns: The kingdom of God is at
hand.’—cf. Luke 10:1, 9 (communion antiphon)

TUES DAY

‘Keep as your pattern
the sound teaching you
have heard from me,
in the faith and love that
are in Christ Jesus. You
have been trusted to look
after something precious;
guard it with the help of
the Holy Spirit who lives
in us.’—2 Timothy 1:13–14

‘The fundamental task of the
evangelization of culture is the
challenge to make God visible in the
human face of Jesus.’—Pope Benedict
XVI, address to the Bishops of Ontario,
Italy, 8 September 2006

In the Christian tradition, St Luke is remembered
as a Greek doctor who converted to Christianity
and as a companion of St Paul. The gospel
attributed to him and the Acts of the Apostles
provide a powerful witness to the works of the
early church.

25

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

This is the new Evangelisation. I reflect
with my community about new ways we
can encourage a love of Jesus in those
around us.

In his first General Audience, Pope Francis
offered a challenge: ‘to open the doors of
our heart, of our life, of our parishes ... of
the movements, of the associations; and “to
come out” in order to meet others, to make
ourselves close, to bring them the light and
joy of our faith. To come out always!’—Pope
Francis, General Audience, 27 March 2013

18

6 SUNDAY

St Thérèse of the Child Jesus

26

SATURDAY

‘Being a disciple means being
constantly ready to bring the
love of Jesus to others, and
this can happen unexpectedly
and in any place: on the street,
in a city square, during work,
on a journey.’—Pope Francis,
Evangelii Gaudium, §127

20

SUNDAY

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Alleluia, alleluia! The
word of God is living
and active; it probes the
thoughts and motives
of our heart. Alleluia!
—cf. Hebrews 4:12
(gospel acclamation)

27

SUNDAY

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

‘Let the hearts that seek
the Lord rejoice; turn to
the Lord and his strength;
constantly seek his face.’
–cf. Psalm 104:3–4
(entrance antiphon)

WED NESDAY

‘Where does Jesus send us? There are no borders,
no limits: he sends us to everyone. The Gospel
is for everyone’ ’—Pope Francis, homily, World
Youth Day, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 28 July 2013

31

THURSDAY

‘Go out to all the world and tell the good news!’
—cf. Psalm 116
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We remember those who have died.
May they rest in peace.
Maria Pirrotta 		

28th February

Mareeba

Ina Greenwood		

24th April		

Gordonvale

Nina Shiberras		

2nd March		

Innisfail

Theodorus (Blonde) Duiker		

24th April		

Tully

Albert Henle		

5th March		

Tully

Jesu Conde		

2nd May		

Dimbulah

Roger Wall		

7th March		

Tully

Jack Crimmins		

4th May		

Port Douglas

Laura Lovell		

9th March		

Tully

Edel Wicks		

8th May		

Mareeba

Sebastiano Gaggiano		

10th March		

Mareeba

Anne McIlwain		

13th May		

West Cairns

John Brosnan		

11th March		

North Cairns

Deniece Brodie		

13th May		

Mareeba

Vincent Torrisi		

14th March		

Innisfail

Delma Sutton		

15th May		

West Cairns

Gioconda (Dina) Pedrola		

16th March		

Innisfail

Maureen Gil		

15th May		

West Cairns

Giovanni (John) Battiato		

18th March		

Cathedral

Robert (Bob) Abela		

20th May		

Innisfail

Mario Croatto		

19th March		

Innisfail

Patrick Mullins		

21st May		

Tully

Sara Palmas		

24th March		

Dimbulah

Angelo Franchetto		

22nd May		

Mareeba

Rina Bonso		

25th March		

Innisfail

Nazareno (Ray) Gauci		

24th May		

Babinda

Maria Arancio		

25th March		

Mareeba

Ellen Rinaudo		

26th May		

West Cairns

Feruccio (Fred) Meloni		

29th March		

Innisfail

Carmel Dalla Pozza		

30th May		

Innisfail

Joseph (Joe) Grech		

31st March		

Innisfail

Steven Arthur		

4th June		

Tully

Santina Zappala		

31st March		

Innisfail

Gemma Cosgrave		

4th June		

Tully

Lorne (Doc) Clarke		

4th April 		

North Cairns

Rino Serafin		

4th June		

Dimbulah

Shirley Carrigan		

4th April		

West Cairns

Concetta Vecchio-Ruggeri		

4th June		

Mareeba

Mary Lees		

6th April		

West Cairns

Beatrice Ball		

6th June		

Innisfail

Gail Mostert		

8th April		

Dimbulah

Ignazio (Nat) La Spina		

13th June		

Tully

Bernard (Eddie) Harte		

14th April		

Gordonvale

Kent Beavon		

14th June		

Cathedral

Maria Giacometti		

14th April		

Mareeba

Tom Harney		

16th June		

Tully

Giulia Noli		

14th April		

Mossman

Grace Pennisi		

17th June		

Mossman

Benito Capaldi		

15th April		

Mareeba

Malcolm McDonnell		

21st June		

Atherton

Peter Dore		

20th April		

Tully

Peter Miles		

21st June		

Cathedral

Rosina Straguszi		

22nd April		

Gordonvale
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