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A Typical Cairns Winter’s Day overlooking
St Monica’s Cathedral Precinct
Rejoice always,
pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 NRSVCE
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DIOCESE OF CAIRNS WELCOMES FR EMMANUEL

Fr Emmanuel Yaw Gyamfi was born in Ghana in 1966 and ordained
a priest on the 4 December 1999. Emmanuel arrived in Townsville
on loan from the Diocese of Konongo-Mampong, Ghana, in
December 2013. He worked as an assistant pastor in Charters
Towers; assistant priest in Cloncurry and Mt Isa, administrator
at St Anne’s parish, Palm Island and then pastor at Hughenden/
Richmond/Winton. During this time he was also appointed to the
Indigenous Catholic Council and the Council of Priests.
Early in September 2019, Fr Emmanuel arrived in Cairns, on
secondment from the Townsville Diocese, to continue his valuable
ministry in the Thursday Island parish.

BACK TO TOOWOOMBA FOR A SCHOOL REUNION…

Written by Fr Frank Gordon
It was a trip down “memory lane” to revisit my old school
Downlands College in Toowoomba in July this year. The occasion
was a class reunion, celebrating the 70th Anniversary of our Senior
year 1949. Our four years at college were named Sub-Junior,
Junior, Sub-Senior and Senior.
Our Senior year boasted of about ten students, several became
Doctors of Medicine. I am not sure of how many survivors
there are, but the response to the invitation resulted in just two
attendees, a class mate Spencer and myself! We have maintained
a strong friendship over the years since Senior, so the weekend
brought back many shared memories.

One of the highlights of the weekend was that “Downlands”
defeated “Grammar” in the annual Rugby Union match.
During our college days in the late 1940’s, Downlands included
about 200 students, all boys and all boarders. We were taught by
priests, Missionaries of the Sacred Heart (M.S.C). Lay Brothers of
the same order looked after our meals and laundry needs. Those
men through their dedication touched our lives deeply.
Today Downlands numbers are over 800, with facilities for
boarders for both girls and boys, beginning at Grade 4. All staff
are lay people. It was good to meet Father Vince Carrol, priest in
residence at the college, who continues an MSC presence at the
college providing priestly ministry to staff and students.
It was a great honour for me to be asked to propose the toast to
Downlands at the formal dinner and to celebrate Mass in the
College Chapel (pictured)

Downlands 1947 Under 15’s Rugby Union Team Fr Frank Front
Row 2nd from the Right

onetax.com.au
Catholic Accountant & Tax Agent
Email: ajj@onetax.com.au
Office: 10/182 Grafton Street Cairns Qld 4870
Telephone: 07 5641 1495
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CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY PAYS TRIBUTE
TO HON. TIM FISCHER Adapted by Editorial Staff from Media Release
The Catholic Archbishop of Sydney Most
Rev Anthony Fisher OP and the head of
the Archdiocese’s Anti-Slavery Taskforce,
the Hon. John McCarthy QC have paid
tribute to the Hon. Tim Fischer, who died
on the 22nd August after a long battle with
leukaemia.

contribution to public life as a political leader and diplomat
and always took enormous pride and comfort in his faith. “We
acknowledge the pivotal role he played in planning the canonisation
ceremony for Mary MacKillop in 2010. He was also a man with a
deep Catholic faith and strong integrity with a deep love for regional
Australia”. Archbishop Fisher said.

Mr Fischer served as Australia’s first fulltime Ambassador to the Holy See to be
based in the Vatican from 2008-2012.
Prior to that, he was Deputy Prime Minister under the Howard
Government from 1996-1999. He was also a NSW state MP for the
Nationals from 1984-1990, prior to entering federal parliament.
He served with the Australian Army in the Vietnam War.

The Hon. John McCarthy, succeeded Mr Fischer as Australia’s
Ambassador to the Vatican in 2012 and served in the role until
2016. He also paid tribute. “Tim Fischer gave a lifetime of service
to our country, in the military, in parliament, in government, in
diplomacy, to those with disabilities and in books and publications”,
Mr McCarthy said. “He was a loyal Catholic, a farmer, soldier
and cared deeply for Australia and Australians whom he loved
wholeheartedly.”

Archbishop Fisher said Mr Fischer made an outstanding

May he Rest in Peace.

HISTORY, LONG TERM MILESTONES, CELEBRATIONS
& MEMORIES FOR ST THERESE’S EDMONTON

Written by John Lizzo and adapted by Editorial Staff

Anthony McDonagh and Ovato Print Cairns. Without your
nal knowledge, generous and painstaking assistance this book
could not have been published.

Book of Memories - Unless the Lord Builds the Building, the Builder Builds in Vain

Catholic Education, in this diocese, started in Cooktown in 1870.
Almost 150 years ago. The Sisters of Mercy came to Cooktown in
1887. They can to Edmonton parish in 1928. The Chillagoe Catholic
School was built by Fr Phelan in 1914. By 1928 gold mining had
petered out and the school closed. This was Edmonton’s chance.
The McLeod family, who had 6 daughters gave the land. Enough for
a school, a playground a Convent and later a Church. The original
1929 school was built on this land. Father Phelan and his many
helpers took the school in Chillagoe apart – beam by beam – piece
of timber by piece of timber. The people of Edmonton put the pieces
together and constructed a 2-story school with 4 classrooms and
verandahs and a Convent – 40 years
ago.
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generosity and sheer determination of the Edmonton community ably
lead by Father John Lizzio” However, in truth I was just one of the
kids who ran around playing while the grown-ups worked! After Mass
lunch was held at the Hambledon Hotel, where further memories
were shared.
John Lizzio was involved in producing a Book of Memories with a
sub title “Unless the Lord builds the Building the Builder builds
in Vain” which was published by Ovato (formerly Bolton Print in
Cairns). Paula Burnett and Tania Vickers from St. Therese’s school
plus the books editor Pauline South were instrumental in having
it published by Amazon as a Kindle
Ebook. All profits from the sale of the
book and the kindle are to go to St.
Therese’s School. As new memories
come in they will be added to the kindle
edition.
A further celebration was held on Friday
the 7th September at St Therese’s school
to mark 90 years of Catholic Education
in the Edmonton area. John Lizzio
summed it all up when he addressed
those gathered, “Father Karel and
Father John, Mr. David Adams-Jones our
principal, teachers, parents, friends and
past students and the most important
people of all the children. The children
– you - are the most important people of
all. You are the reason for the school. You
are the purpose of the school.
“Through the work of many, united as
one, great things are done” were words
offered by the parish priest on Sunday
the 13th July 1969. These words are
still true today for all those involved in
the Catholic faith and education of our
children.
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MEDALS LOST IN YASI REPLACED FOR WWII VETERAN…

Written by Editorial Staff together with information from Dept. Veteran Affairs

L-R Fr John O’Connor and Fr Kerry Costigan

Fr John O’Connor, retired Catholic priest, living in Tully, was
recognised for his military service with a ceremony presenting
him with replacement medals for those lost during the cyclone in
2011. Fr Kerry Costigan, retired priest of the Toowoomba Diocese
and long-time friend was instrumental in contacting the military
authorities to instigate these important medals being replaced.
The medals were presented to Fr John by Bishop James Foley. Fellow
priests, Fr Costigan, Fr McKenna, Fr Gordon, Fr Duivenvoorden,
Fr McGrath and Fr Flynn, together with diocesan staff, friends and
RSL staff were present during the ceremony held Thursday 19th
September in the Museum & Interactive Display section of the
RSL Club.
John O’Connor joined the RAAF aged 18 on 22 April 1943. He was
honourably discharged in 1945 at the end of the World War 2 with
the rank of Warrant Officer, the most senior non-commissioned
rank in the Air Force. He served in 460 Lancaster Bomber Squadron
based at Binbrook in England. He has always said that he dropped
more food parcels than bombs - food parcels often enough seized
by hungry German soldiers, than the poor distressed people of the
country invaded by the Germans.
Five medals were replaced.
1. 1939-45 STAR awarded for military service for operations
carried out by air crew personnel.
4
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2. AIR CREW EUROPE STAR awarded also for operational flying
from the United Kingdom bases over Europe by day and by night.
3. DEFENCE MEDAL awarded for at least 6 months service in
a prescribed nonoperational area subject to enemy air attack or
closely threatened; both in Australia and overseas.
4. WAR MEDAL 1939-45 awarded for at least 28 days full time
service in the Armed Forces between 3 September 1939 – 2
September 1945, whether operational or non-operational service.
5. AUSTALIA SERVICE MEDAL 1939-45 awarded to recognise
the service of members of the Australian Armed Services during
World War 2.
Fr John was interviewed by both Win and Channel 7 and was
very happy to have his medals back in his possession. Fr John said
“while he found his time in the air force to be a call to service, for him
his greatest joy was in responding to God’s call to the priesthood and
his 61 years of service to the Catholic faith.”
At the close of Fr Kerry Costigan’s speech he
relayed to all present that the RSL is flying two
flags on this special day known as Bravo Zulu
which is a naval signal, typically conveyed by
flag hoist or voice radio, meaning “Well Done”
Fr Kerry said “Well Done Fr John”.

A SACRED SPACE CREATED AT ST FRANCIS
XAVIER’S SCHOOL Written by Donna Kitchin (Assistant Principal Religious Education)

An ordinary Australian, like each one of us,
was born in Melbourne in 1842. This little
Australian, named Mary MacKillop, grew up to
do extraordinary things for God. As the cross
was an integral part of her life, she became
known as Mother Mary of the Cross. Life in
those days was incredibly tough and hard and
with stoic dedication, she relied on the Lord as
the source of her strength and dignity. Even
though life was hard, she was warm, humane,
gentle and empathetic to those in need,
especially the poor and young children.
Seeing a need to teach children about God’s love
for them, she began teaching in a small stable
in Penola, South Australia. As her little school
grew, and she became a much-loved teacher,
she gathered other women devoted to Christ
around her. These sisters became the Sisters of
St Joseph, the Josephites. Mary truly believed
and lived by the idea that we should never see a
need without doing something about it.
Her vision and sense of equity and justice,
where all children no matter their background
deserve an education, led to many schools
being opened around Australia. Her service to
those in need, her respect for the dignity of all
people, and her humble efforts to build capacity
in others are qualities that we hope to also learn
and live by. In October 2010 Mary MacKillop
became Australia’s first saint and is now known
as St. Mary of the Cross MacKillop. The 8th of
August is Mary MacKillop’s feast day.

Father Frank Gordon, our parish priest
celebrated his 60th Diamond Jubilee in
2018. Throughout that year, our parents and
community fundraised to commission a statue
of Mary to commemorate the dedicated service
and guidance of Father Frank. There was a
certain brief that we wanted to follow in creating
this sacred space and the entire process took
around eighteen months to come to fruition,
from fundraising through to the unveiling.
Firstly, we felt it was important to commission
local artists. Jennie Scott from Babinda, helped us to depict Mary
in a way that we felt was authentic to the times and honoured the
hard work and the sacrifices Mary made in her life. Her clothing
would most likely have been very inexpensive and rough, so we felt
that it was important that our image of Mary honoured this. Mary
is pointing to a passage in the Bible; John 13:34 “Love one another.
As I have loved you”. The seat, fashioned into a log, is designed for

children to sit beside Mary and envisage Mary as a real person, a
person who valued children, who had time for them.
The mural behind Mary, is also created by a local artist Jane Jehne.
The building in the background is a depiction of the stable that Mary
converted into her first school. In the foreground are silhouettes of
children playing in the schoolyard. We chose silhouettes so that
our students could picture themselves amongst them.

APOLOGY FROM THE EDITORIAL TEAM
In our Mid-Year edition on the Centre Page Spread an error was made in the spelling of our Fr Saju Thekkanath Joseph’s first name.
Also in the same article it was reported that Fr Gerry O’Connor was celebrating 55years of priesthood. When in fact he celebrated 50 years.
We take this opportunity to apologise to both men for the errors which were made.

OCTOBER 2019 | EDITION 21

5

STUDENTS JOIN REGIS WHITFIELD AGED CARE
RESIDENTS Written by Mrs Rose Bachelor (Head of Department – Visual Art)
St Andrew’s Catholic College During Term 2, Year 10 Community
Art class worked in collaboration with some of the elderly residents
of Whitfield Regis Aged Care to create a ceramic totem project.
The theme of the project is ‘Big Fish’ based on the Indigenous story
below

Individual fish and marine creatures were hand built using the
mould technique and then glazed decoratively. The residents
visited every Thursday and worked closely with our Year 10
students. Assistance in creating additional elements to complete
the totems was provided by the Service Learning – Art group.

‘The locals call this Big Fish, the Night Fish as this is when you would
see it the most. The Big Fish protects the bay and all of the people
around the Mapoon Community. The Big Fish brings in food for
the tribes and always supplies them with fish to eat. Old Mapoon is
made up of many tribes but all fall under the one community. The
Big Fish was the leader of all the tribes. Each tribe have their own
totem. The Big Fish is also known as the Barramundi. This name
comes from one of the Aboriginal People of Mapoon, the Tjungundi
Tribe.’ From Flo (Regis Whitfield resident)

The totems have recently been installed.
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IT’S SCHOOL SAVVY SEASON! Written by Astrid Murray (Communications Officer)

School Savvy is a Centacare FNQ initiative
created in 2016, which aims to provide
affordable school uniforms and supplies for
families on lower incomes or those who are
going through challenging times.

The first-ever School Savvy Appeal launched in
Cairns as part of Anti-Poverty Week 2016. The
Appeal called for donations of school supplies
and uniforms for a pop-up shop, which opened
in early January 2017.
School Savvy has become an annual project,
which has supported almost 5,000 children
in Cairns since it began. The response from the community
continues to grow each year and every year an additional layer of
resources provides more supports to families most at need in our
community.
Last year, Centacare FNQ was delighted to see the School Savvy
initiative spread further south to Rockhampton where Centacare
CQ opened three pop-up shops resulting in 750 children in the area
receiving support. The School Savvy CQ team will take part once
again this year expanding their operation to include Bundaberg.
We wish them another successful year.
Here in Cairns, the School Savvy FNQ team are excited to begin
their fourth annual School Savvy Appeal which launches during

Anti-Poverty Week in October. The team is
currently looking into expanding its reach this
year, with the possibility of additional pop-up
shops. Keep an eye on the brand new School
Savvy FNQ Facebook page to keep up to date
with the latest School Savvy updates for Cairns!
School Savvy continues to evolve. Although
School Savvy is focused on getting children to
school with what they need, the extra layer of
resources benefit other members of the family as
well. Last year, parents had access to Guidance
Officers, were able to sign-up for TAFE literacy
courses and had access to financial counselling. These resources
will be on offer again this year.
The team, once again, are calling for local businesses and schools
to get involved. There are a few ways you can get involved.
•

Donate pre-loved or new school uniform items

•

Pack a pencil-case for a Primary or Secondary school student
– this is very popular with local businesses and schools

•

Volunteer your time

If you would like to get involved with the next School Savvy Appeal,
please call (07) 4044 0130 or email schoolsavvy@centacarefnq.org
for more information.

PLENARY COUNCIL 2020 DISCERNMENT AND
WRITING GROUPS ANNOUNCED Media Release Adapted by Editorial Staff
Cairns Catholic Education Services, Director
Identity & Outreach, Sharon O’Keeffe
(pictured), has been appointed the chair of
one of six National Discernment and Writing
Groups as part of Plenary Council 2020.

Seventy people from across the country –
including a dozen bishops – will serve on the
six Discernment and Writing Groups that
will help the Plenary Council build towards
its first session in October 2020.
As part of “Let’s Listen & Discern”, second phase of preparing for
the Council, these Discernment and Writing Groups will have the
important task of preparing summative papers, which will inform
the agenda for Council delegates.

Dialogue sessions in Cairns last year amplified her interest in
the Plenary Council’s progress. She is the appointed chair of the
“Joyful, Hope-Filled and Servant Community” group. “We are in a
unique time for our Church, here in Australia and beyond,” she said.
“My modus operandi is joy and Pope Francis’ exhortation Evangelii
Gaudium – on The Joy of the Gospel – fills my heart with hope that
Australian Catholics will engage in the Plenary Council process.”
“The Discernment and Writing groups will prepare draft papers on
their National Theme for Discernment by Easter 2020. Between now
and then, we will continue to communicate openly about the progress
of discernment and writing,” Ms Turvey-Collins said.
For further information on the Discernment and Writing Groups
go to the Plenary Council website.

Each group will consider one of the six National Themes for
Discernment, which invite people to consider how God is
calling the People of God to be a Christ-centred Church in
Australia that is:
The groups’ work will be supplemented by local diocesan
& archdiocesan discernment groups, which are being
encouraged to meet around the country and contribute to the
ongoing Council journey.
The Discernment and Writing Groups will rely on a number of
sources, including Scripture, Church teaching and canon law,
as well as writings of popes and bishops such as the Vatican
II documents, Evangelii Gaudium, The Call to Holiness and
pastoral letters written by the bishops of Australia.
Sharon O’Keeffe said her involvement in the Listening and
OCTOBER 2019 | EDITION 21
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Celebrating Life Giving Thanks
Locally Owned and Operated by the Heritage Family
Funeral Home | Crematorium | 300 Seat
Air Conditioned Chapel | After Funeral
Catering Facilities | Large Off Street Car
Parking | Quiet Peaceful Surroundings

Burial | Cremation | Pre Paid Funerals

A Catholic Family serving all areas of the Cairns Diocese
70-76 Maher Road, Gordonvale, Qld 4865
www.heritagebradyfunerals.com.au

4056 1627

Why use Joe Vella Insurance Brokers?

We’ll save you time and money and give you peace of mind!
Like many things in life, not all insurance policies are created equally. Your JVIB broker will read the fine print for you, compare quotes for
you and make sure that the policy they recommend is right for you. And should the need for a claim arise, JVIB will be there to guide you.
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CAIRNS Level 1, 108 Mulgrave Rd, Cairns

(07) 4040 4444

MAREEBA 113 Byrnes St, Mareeba

jvib@jvib.com.au

ATHERTON Unit 1/1-3 Mabel St, Atherton

www.jvib.com.au
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HOW THE STATUE OF OUR LADY OF THE CHAIN CAME
TO MAREEBA… Written by Rena Ceola with history adapted from 50th Anniversary Booklet

In September 1959, the Catalano family were gathered in Brisbane
where Salvatore Catalano was to undergo surgery for cancer.
Complications occurred and it was feared that Salvatore would not
survive. He told his family that if he survived, he would bring the
statue of Our Lady of the Chain to Mareeba.
The family prayed to Our Lady and Salvatore made a full recovery,
it was indeed a miracle. As soon as he was well again, Salvatore
returned to Mareeba where he and Leonardo Brischetto began
fundraising to pay for the statue to be sent from Italy and fulfil the
pledge he had made.
The statue arrived in Mareeba in September 1961, on the
anniversary of the “miracle,” the Feast of our Lady of the Chain
began. And the tradition lives on…
This year Mass was celebrated by Fr Rob Greenup, Deacon
Ralph Madigan and visiting priest, Fr Laurie Timms on the 59th

Anniversary of the Feast of Our
Lady of the Chain on the 8th
September. The Italian choir
once again were astounding and
accompanied by Michael Samanes filled the church with song.
Michael dedicated “Ave Maria” to Our Lady and as usual brought
many a tear to the eyes of the congregation.
Although attendance was down from last year, the crowd enjoyed
the food, pesca, children’s entertainment including face painting,
and of course the talented Fortunato Isgro and Claude Portelli
who have now become a part of our annual event. The spectacular
fireworks closed the celebrations.
Next year we will be celebrating our 60th Anniversary. We are
planning a whole weekend of celebrations and it promises to be
bigger and better than before, so keep that weekend free - 12th &
13th September 2020. See you there.

COMING SOON...“A PRACTICAL FIELD GUIDE FOR
BUSH CATHOLICS….. AND BUSHED CATHOLICS”
A strong desire to offer Catholics, who are
cut-off from the traditional, parish-centered
life of the Church for whatever reason, a
practical guide to nurture and sustain a
genuine Catholic spirituality, lies at the heart
of this book by Deacon Peter de Haas.

Ongoing pastoral and spiritual support of
isolated Catholics in the vast Gulf Savannah
Parish in Far North Queensland was the
original inspiration and motivation for this
guide. However, much of the content may be
helpful for others who identify as Catholic
(or Christian) but are still longing or
searching for a deeper and richer spirituality.
Some might be feeling spiritually lost…one
of the meanings of ‘bushed’.
The book is organised into two main parts.
The first deals with some big questions
concerning our very existence, and then leads
into some of the key elements of Catholic
faith and beliefs. The second part contains
proven practices, some quite ancient, which
have assisted countless Catholics (and other
Christians) to personally encounter God, the

God who is always seeking us.

Bridging these is the pivotal chapter:
Thy Kingdom Come. Connecting with
the original vision and mission of Jesus
concerning the Kingdom (or Reign) of
God is spiritually very empowering. From
a glimpse of this ‘original’ we can discover a
much more expansive, and very inclusive,
vision of what it means to be ‘church’,
especially within a family setting.
To assist ongoing education in Catholic faith,
beliefs and spirituality, individually, within
families and in small groups, the book also
contains stimulating questions for reflection
and discussion.
The book has been granted an imprimatur
by +James Foley, Bishop of Cairns.
If you would like to register your
interest in obtaining a copy of the book
when published, please use this link
https://www.echobooks.com.au/religion/
bushed-catholics/ .
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PRESENCE Written by Mr Nathan Kelly, pictured (Visual Art Teacher) St Augustine’s College
This research demonstrated that
Strong teacher- student relationships
improved student engagement and
shows “That the best teacher-student
relationships form when the teacher
gives strong guidance and shows clear
purpose as well as concern for the needs
of others and desire to work as a team.”
Reading this contemporary research,
it is interesting to note how much
Marcellin Champagnat and his
followers got right about teaching and
learning so long ago when they first began teaching in rural France
in the early 19th century.
On the road to Emmaus after Jesus’ crucifixion, (Luke 24:13–35 )
two followers of Jesus were walking and talking about the recent
events surrounding Jesus, a stranger appeared and walked with
them, listening to them recount the recent events of Jesus of
Nazareth. The stranger spoke little and simply listened to them,
hearing their grief, confusion and sorrow over Jesus’ arrest and
execution. The two men only realised this stranger was Jesus much
later over dinner.
As educators and parents, we can learn much from this story. It
provides a key understanding of one of the essential aspects of the
Marist charism referred to as presence.
Presence allows educators to meet students where they are, much
like Jesus on the road to Emmaus, to walk with students, to listen
rather than talk and usually it is only much later students will
realise the value of this presence amongst them.
Marist writings encourage presence among students, to show they
are cared for personally by making time for them and getting to
know each one individually. It is by this personal relationship
that teachers create a climate for learning, passing on values and
creating a space for personal growth for the student and often for
the staff member as well.

This research also found that “students who have a good relationship
with their teacher tend to succeed at school…it can be the difference
between a student accepting or resisting classroom rules that enable
learning” This clearly supports the importance and positive impact
of presence among those we teach.
Presence can be applied in teaching practice by getting to know
your students as individuals through authentic conversations
and going to where they are by engaging them in things they
are interested in. This can occur through pastoral care activities
such as homeroom, retreats and camps, sporting activities, when
on yard duty and through day to day encounters with students
and also in the classroom. By knowing students, developing
relationships with them, teaching and engaging with them in your
classes should become easier.
An interesting aspect of this research was that “good teacherstudent relationships are the most important influence on teachers’
job satisfaction and sense of efficacy”.
It shows that as teachers if you want to be happier at work and in
the classroom, work on your relationships with your students. If
you want to increase engagement and student learning you need
to work on your relationships with your students.

Like Jesus in the Emmaus story, Marist educators engage in the
world of the young by going out to meet them in their own space
and through their own culture by creating opportunities to become
involved in their lives. This is achieved through sporting, cultural,
mission and other aspects of school life and also through day to
day informal interactions with students.

By caring for students, knowing each one individually, being
genuine and straightforward, using simplicity in your teaching,
by believing in each student’s innate goodness, not confusing the
person with their actions, by encouraging our students to discover
the dignity of work, a source of self- fulfilment with patience and
good humour, walking with them in their educational, spiritual
and life journey is an essential element of a Marist educator.

Current research supports the basis of this Marist characteristic
of presence. The Grattan Institute recently published a report
“Engaging Students: creating classrooms that improve learning”.

This may sound difficult and it is, it may not happen every day with
every student but it is a good aspirational goal and one that defines
the essence of Marist education.

CATHEDRAL BOOKSHOP,
A UNIQUE SHOPPING EXPERIENCE
Looking for a gift for Baptisms, Confirmations, First Communions and Christmas?
Visit the Cathedral Bookshop: Open Mon- Fri 9.30 – 4.30
Sunday Mornings- Immediately following 10.00 Mass for one hour.
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MINISTRY FOR YOUTH REACHING A NEW MILESTONE
ON THE JOURNEY Adapted from Directors Address at Launch by Editorial staff

On Saturday 14th September, diocesan youth, youth leaders, families,
friends, diocesan staff, priests, Mercy nuns and supporters of the
youth in our community including Cairns Mayor Bob Manning and
his wife Clare, came together at Seville Mercy Conference Centre to
celebrate the official launch of Reach Youth Ministries Incorporated
in the Cairns Diocese.
Originally known as Reach Youth Group, they started their journey
in this diocese in January 2016 when they began meeting in a home.
The youth started inviting their friends and after time the youth
group was able to secure a space to meet regularly at Seville Mercy
Conference Centre.
The move from a youth group to an incorporated body was not taken
lightly by the Reach Management Committee. However, as Priscilla
O’Brien (Director) shared in her Launch address “This incorporation
is a step in faith that not only God will renew us but he will bless what
we are offering him and multiply our offering so that we can reach the
multitude of youth who are searching for hope and meaning in their
lives. We have many plans for the future and we are confident that the
Spirit is working in us, in people’s hearts and that doors will be opened,
that more workers will come to work in the vineyard.”

In taking this next step Reach Youth Ministries Inc. have partnered
with Acts2CoME, a registered training organisation in Perth who
will provide online Cert III and Cert IV qualifications in Catholic
Youth Ministry for future youth leaders. Advertising has begun
Australia wide for committed young adults to come and join
Reach in Cairns for an experience of ministry, growth and ‘living in
paradise’. While studying and working for Reach, students will be
provided with food and accommodation, pastoral care, mentoring
and lots of hands on experience and ministry opportunities. In turn,
Reach hope that students will inspire local youth to stay and work
for the Cairns Diocese in the future.

Integral to becoming an incorporated entity is the Reach Vision:

Reach Youth Ministries Inc. is here to provide a safe environment
where youth can find some solace, develop healthy relationships
and find God’s help along the way. “Within this framework is the
opportunity to help youth focus outside of themselves and to give of
themselves. We believe that it is through self-giving that they will find
meaning and God’s purpose for their lives” said Priscilla O’Brien.

A place where young people together with others experience
the unconditional love of God mediated through relationships,
service and formation opportunities.

Anyone interested to know more about Reach and want to support
it please email admin@reachyouth.org.au or follow us on Facebook
(Reach Youth Ministries Inc.) or Instagram (reach_youth_group).
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SUPPORTING STUDENTS WITH DYSLEXIA AND
SIGNIFICANT READING DIFFICULTIES

Written by Stephanie Meekings (Catholic Education Services, Digital Media Officer)
Cairns is the only diocese in the state offering Catholic
school teachers an evidence-based, tutor-led learning
course: Dyslexia and Difficulties in Reading.
The Dyslexia and Significant Difficulties in Reading
course, which includes online and face-to-face
elements, aims to assist teachers and schools to
identify and respond to the personalized learning
and support needs of students with dyslexia and
reading difficulties.
The engaging course is the first of its kind for the
diocese and has been met with high demand from
teachers wanting to improve their understanding of
dyslexia and other significant reading difficulties and
implement practical strategies to improve student
outcomes.
Teacher Tina De Castro from St Therese’s School,
Bentley Park believes she has become a better teacher
after completing the course.

Cairns Catholic Education tutor Katrina Neville (centre) running a group session

“I have implemented phonics, fluency, phonemic awareness and
vocabulary into my guided reading every morning. I have been able to
support a student who has been diagnosed with phonological dyslexia
and I am presently working with him in class and have used the
amazing ideas I have learned in this course,” Tina said. “It warms my
heart that we make adjustments to help children so that everyone has
a fair go at learning. Students who struggle with reading and dyslexia
are able to learn at their pace and without fear.”
The self-paced course is broken into four key areas: understanding,
assessment, interventions and case studies and participants work in
a learning community with forums and group sessions led by Cairns
Catholic Education tutors Sandra Barclay and Katrina Neville.
The participants are provided with evidence-based research, set
SMART goals, collaborate within their learning community and
are armed with extensive resources to support their learning and
teaching.
“I would recommend that every teacher do this course as it has helped
me so much by making my reading lessons more explicit, engaging,
purposeful. Seeing the results has my teaching partner and I very
excited. This has been a wonderful journey.” Tina said.
The teaching staff at Our Lady Help of Christians School, Earlville
(OLHOC) have also developed the knowledge, understanding and
skills to support learners with significant difficulties in reading after
completing the course according to OLHOC’s Assistant Principal
Administration Verity Beames.
“The knowledge and understanding of what dyslexia is and isn’t, as
well as the range of assessment tools available, were invaluable to the
setting of goals and interventions for students across Prep to Year 6,”
tells Verity, who says OLHOC’s journey of school improvement
over recent years has focused on building the capacity of the staff,
particularly in the area of reading.
“We will continue to use and reflect upon this knowledge as we work
with colleagues and parents to support the reading development of
all students as well as build a stronger and consistent knowledge base
across the early years classes where reading is a foundational skill to
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all areas of learning.”
The Dyslexia and Difficulties in Reading course is just one of the
online training courses Cairns Catholic Education provides to staff
to support their students’ needs and provide inclusive learning
environments in our 29 Catholic schools and colleges across the
Far North.

Are stairs a problem?
Master Lifts have a convenient answer,
so you can stay in your double story home.
• Wheelchair lifts
• Home elevators
• Pool lifts
New and used options available.
Call us today,
and arrange a FREE in home demonstration and quote.

07 40393100

Have a seat...
We’ll take it from here.

www.masterlifts.com.au

2019 BORN IDENTITY YOUTH CAMP

Written by Priscilla O’Brien (Director, Reach Youth Ministries Inc.)
The Youth Camp 2019 was a great success with over 30 young people
attending and a dedicated team to support them. The camp took the
youth on a journey of self-discovery around the theme of Identity.
John Shay as presenter encouraged the youth to unpack what it
means to be made in the image of God. Topics explored were: Who
am I? Who do others say I am? And Who God says I am?
A variety of methods were used to engage the youth e.g. small group
sharing, reflection time, skits and songs. The weekend culminated
on the Sunday night whereby each young person was given the
opportunity to be prayed for by their small group leader for
whatever they were struggling with. Many allowed themselves to be
vulnerable and opened up to the Spirit working in their hearts. We
then finished off the night with a time of celebration and singing.
The weekend ended with a time of thanksgiving and affirmations
and each young person was given a 30-day gratitude journal to
continue being aware of God’s presence in their lives.
This year we had a Communion Service instead of Mass due to
the unavailability of a priest. A few commented that they did miss
having Mass but unfortunately we have to face the reality of this
diocese. Other activities that we provided on the camp were archery,
team building and laser tag which were well received and helped the
participants to get to know each other and bond as a group. Some of
the feedback received:

What could be done better:
•

Extended to more days

•

More time in small groups and then sharing with the whole group

What I liked about the camp:

•

More diversity in activities, longer duration

•

Activities, singing to songs and dancing, reflection/prayers

•

Include a Mass with priest

•

Fantastic atmosphere, people were kind and welcoming and the
sessions created an environment for vulnerability. Activities were
great and beautiful location.

•

Single sex small groups, it would make it easier to open up

•

I like the support and protection I felt. I liked how I met new
people and made new friends and felt like I was surrounded by
people who loved and respected me for who I am

•

The talent show was one of the greatest moments in my life
because we sang songs as a community

•

I liked how it made me connected to God

This Youth Camp was only made possible with the support of the
Diocese of Cairns and Mercy Ministries which helped subsidise the
cost of the camp, together with St Mary’s College providing us with
a bus and mini-bus as well as drivers. A big thank you to Jules and
Nga Jones, John Shay, Helena Tutoe and all the youth leaders that
made this camp so enjoyable and friendly. We are grateful to have
had four young leaders from Perth helping us this year and we hope
to be able to have greater collaboration with Perth in the future as we
attract youth leaders to Cairns.

Do you have an adventurous spirit? Are you looking for a challenge? Have you ever wanted to see how your generosity
makes a difference through life-changing projects?
Join Catholic Mission’s Ride and Stride: Cambodia 2020, and you will not only explore scenic Cambodia, but you will be
witnessing projects in action that benefit those in need.
Over 11 exciting days, you’ll ride and stride deep into the Cambodian countryside, pass by rice paddies, meet welcoming
locals, and explore Cambodia’s unique historical landmarks. Best of all, you will raise vital funds for Catholic Mission to
continue supporting projects in Cambodia, and see firsthand some of these life-changing projects.

TRIP DETAILS:
10 January – 20 January 2020
11 day trip, 4 day trekking and cycling challenge
3/5 moderate difficulty
For more information, please go to catholicmission.org.au/
RideAndStride today
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PASTORAL SUPPORT TEAM’S ANNUAL RETREAT

Written by Andrea Dean (Director, National Office for the Participation of Women)
In late July I had the opportunity to facilitate a 3-day retreat for In the light of the data gathered during the Plenary Process we
pastoral carers at Seville Mercy Conference Centre.
reflected on the ‘Voices that Challenge’ us in our life and ministry.
As well as appreciating the opportunity to escape the Canberra
winter, I enjoyed the chance to escape my office. I work for the
‘public service’ arm of the Australian Catholic Church, and my
particular area of responsibility is related to participation of
women and lay pastoral ministry. Largely I work with advisory
councils who provide advice to the Australian Catholic Bishops.

Our retreat culminated in each person writing their own ‘Rule of
Life’ to summarise the inspiration and practices that keep them in
touch with their call to be faithful disciples in their daily life.

My professional background is as a Catholic teacher, lecturer in
religious education, administrator at system level, facilitator and
as spiritual director. The work I enjoy most is related to spirituality.
The theme of the retreat with the pastoral carers was ‘Interrupting
the Silence’ and was inspired by a book by Walter Brueggemann.
Each session focused on a scripture passage and posed a question
about breaking silence.
Session 1 focused on the prophet Amos and reminded us of the
responsibility we have to care for the poor. Session 2 used Psalm 32
to explore our own experience of being trapped by sin or shame and
not being able to cry out to God and receive God’s merciful touch.
Examining the powerful story of the Syrophoenician woman in
dialogue with Jesus about feeding ‘even the dogs’, and the healing of
Bartimaeus invited us to be courageous and persistent in breaking
the silence.

ARTISTS-IN-RESIDENCE AS CO-CREATORS

Written by Natalie Jensen (Teacher, St Therese’s School Bentley Park)

year’s ideas to life in the shape of a mural on the
expansive glass doors of the church, and in the
subtle floral arrangements for each of the four
weeks of celebration and praise.
Our focus thus far has been on the Oceans
teeming with life (whales, dolphins, fish, corals)
and the Flora and Fauna (trees, grasslands,
frogs, bees, kangaroos, parrots and a cassowary)
that remind us of and give us life, and provide
the source of our breath. Our floral artistry has
included floral ships sailing the oceans, and
glorious birds that color our world. Over the next
two weeks, we will be awakened to the Storm,
and to the Cosmos itself. How timely, with
nature’s force and power shown recently in the
hurricane over the Bahamas, and the giant sand
storms across Australia.

Faced with the task to come up with ideas to celebrate our Season
of Creation (1 September to 4 October) this year, Edmonton
Parish Artists-in-Residence wooed, wowed, and awed the gathered
community, with an inspiring and creative response.
Called by Pope Francis to join the great and small Christian church
communities across the world with a watchful and prayerful
reflection on Mother Earth, our Common Home, the 2019 focus
is the Web of Life. The Catholic communities have come late to
this project of grace. However, our parish artists have brought this
14 CAIRNS DIOCESAN NEWS

In his message of 1 September, the World Day
of Prayer for the Care of Creation, Pope Francis
urges us: “May God, ‘the lover of life’ (Wisdom
11.26), grant us the courage to do good without
waiting for someone else to begin, or until it is too
late.”
We are so grateful to nature itself - teaching us to use our talents,
our time and our creativity to enter God’s diversity. We are so
grateful for the generous talents of our parishioners, and for the
gift of each other. Together we can and must make a difference for
the world in which we live, for the life we share, for the very breath
we take each day, all of which are pure gifts on loan.
Inspired by our own Thérèse of Lisieux, we roll up our sleeves and
do the simple things that we can.

DOCEMUS LEADERSHIP AWARD -RITA PETERSEN FROM
ST THOMAS’ MAREEBA Written by Katrina Miller (Assistant Principal Religious Education)

Rita demonstrates a life-long commitment to Catholic
Education and to the students in her care. She is actively
involved in her parish community and enhances the religious
dimension of the school by modelling strong gospel values
through words and actions. She makes every effort to get to
know students and parents on a personal level and build strong
relationships with all stakeholders. Throughout her years as a
principal, there have been many occasions where families have
experienced hardship and grief. In these situations, Rita always
shows compassion and empathy to these families by offering
them support.
Rita has earned a reputation among staff and families as being
in touch with the school community. She makes an enormous
effort to learn the names of every student and their families
so that she can build a strong, personal relationship with all
members of the school community. On any given day, she can
be seen out on playground duty interacting with students,
or on the footpath before school having conversations with
parents as they drop their children at school. She often says
that the most important part of her role as principal is the “3
Rs – relationships, relationships, relationships”.
Rita has a vision for St Thomas’ and works towards ensuring
that the whole school community is striving towards the same
vision. She keeps up-to-date with current educational research
and evaluates the research to ensure that the students at St
Thomas’ are receiving the very best education that we can offer.

Jeff Taylor Psychiatry
Dr Jeff Taylor
M.B.B.S., D.P.M.,
F.R.A.N.Z.C.P., DipCH
Dr Jeff Taylor wishes to
advise that he conducts
a home based practice in
General Adult Psychiatry
with special interest in
Psychotherapy at
7 East Parkridge Drive,
Brinsmead, Cairns

Dr Jeff Taylor has an interest in treating
conditions including:
•
•
•
•

•

Anxiety
Depression
Mood Disorders
PTSD (post traumatic
stress disorder)
Obsessive Compulsive
Disorder

•
•

•

Specific Phobias
Treatment of Military &
Veteran related problems
Psychological problems
associated with physical
illness

For appointments:
Ph: 4034 1880 Fax: 4034 2329 E: jeff.taylor.au@gmail.com
www.jefftaylorpsychiatry.com.au
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School Photo 1917

Morrissey House

Sisters on Staff 1983 – Sr Pam
Thompson, Sr Jude Forane, Sr Denise
Burns and Sr Therese Masterson

ST MONICA’S COLLEGE - HISTORY
THE EARLY DAYS Written by Sister Therese Masterson RSM

St Monica’s School began in 1890, it was originally owned by the parish and staffed by two ladies, Miss
Birmingham and Miss Mulkin. The depression of the early 1890’s resulted in there being no funds to
pay the school staff. Anxious to maintain the school Bishop Hutchinson asked the Sisters of Mercy in
Cooktown to staff St Monica’s. When the Sisters assumed responsibility for the school on the 10 October
there were only 19 children left of the 63 who had started at the beginning of the previous year. In the two
weeks following the Sisters arrival, the number of students rose from 19 to sixty. This was credited to Sister
Evangelist Morrissey who spent “Evening after evening trudging through the sand and mud until she had
collected almost every Catholic child in town”.
The founding members of St Monica’s Mercy Community were Sister Evangelist, an outstanding
educationalist, and two very young newly arrived Irish Sisters, Sr Margaret Mary Cahill and Sr Teresa
McGrath. At the end of 1893 the local paper was glowing in its praise for the school and the Sisters. It
reported,

Cairns is fortunate in having an education establishment headed
by these well-educated and accomplished ladies. The Sisters
scored brilliantly through their pupils in music and needle work.
The Sisters lived very simple lives which meant that their cost of living was very low. Initially they lived in
a rather small rather dilapidated house on Lake St beside the school. Small though the house was, it had a
parlour. Parlours were very important rooms in Convents. They were usually relatively nicely furnished for
it was here that visitors were received and people who wished to receive advice and comfort from the Sisters
were afforded privacy. It always contained a piano.
While the teaching of music had a practical benefit for the Sisters, the cultural benefits to the Far North and
beyond have been significant – note worth among the music pupils of the 1930’s were John Curro who went
on to found the Queensland Youth Orchestra and Joyce Reynolds, a founding member of the Queensland
Symphony Orchestra.
In 1922, the large boarding house next to the Convent was purchased by the Sisters. It was converted into
a Music and Commercial Academy. This allowed the Sisters to provide courses in Bookkeeping, Shorthand
and Typewriting. This was a much needed service in Cairns at a time when many did not finish high school,
such was the demand for workers. Later Speech and Drama lessons were also offered.
The 1970’s saw the introduction of some Commonwealth Funding to non-state schools. At the same time
Catholic Education in the dioceses was becoming more centralised and lay staff more common. The Bishop
decided to provide the Sisters with a small living allowance.
The Mercy legacy lives on not only in our college but also in the hearts and minds of all, who through the
Sisters, have experienced the practical reality of God’s Love and been inspired to share it with others.
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ST. MONICA’S COLLEGE – NOW AND INTO
THE FUTURE Written by Ms Edna Galvin, College Principal

In 2019, St. Monica’s College is a thriving community of around 680 students
from Years 7 to 12. Building on the excellent educational foundation
established by the Sisters of Mercy many talented, dedicated and
supportive staff have worked on this site for many years ensuring
the traditions and standards of the college have been maintained
and extended. Offering both academic and vocational strands
the college has been in the Top 50 School in Queensland for
many years with excellent Overall Position (OP) results and
some of the best NAPLAN results in North Queensland. The
college holds dear its motto of ‘Walk in the Path of Justice’ to
ensure that students education always includes a concern for the
welfare of others.

The college is proud of its caring and supportive networks – this
begins with the Home Form structure which is vertical allowing
all year groups to mix in a supportive environment. Every year
group is looked after by a dedicated Middle Leader who work in
pairs (7/8; 9/10; 11/12) looking after students for a two-year period. This allows the Head of Year to familiarise
themselves with the students and parents collaborating with the other Head of Year as they work as a team. As
a Mercy School key to all year groups is their work for Social Justice issues and Community Service.
Each subject is looked after by a Middle Leader – Curriculum ensuring that the college is well prepared for
21st century learning. The Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) has introduced a
revised senior assessment system commencing in Year 11 in 2019. This sees the current Year 12 group as being
the last to receive an Overall Position. The 2020 senior cohort will be the first to sit for the new Queensland
Certificate of Education (QCE) system.
In recent years the College Alumni has become very active again led by the Chair Ms Patricia Mallon. The
number of wonderful reunions held every year are testament to the fond memories and excellent education
these women experienced at the college. In the last few years the students have won many State and National
Awards including the National Sleek Geeks at the Eureka Science Awards (2 Firsts and 1 Second); National
ChooseMaths; National Lions Youth of the Year; State Plain English Speaking Award and State Rostrum.
The college is currently undertaking a major Building Project which will complete the Master Plan established
several years ago giving the college a new Science Centre; Innovative Language Rooms; Food Technology and
Hospitality Kitchens; Art Space with Pottery Pod. The previous Building Projects delivered the Dungarvan
Library; Performing Arts Centre; Specialist Rehearsal Rooms; Textile Centre; Breakout Spaces; Design Room;
plus dynamic general learning spaces. A new Tuckshop with a roof top terrace that will eventually overlook
the new courtyard are also projects completed this year.
St. Monica’s College celebrates 130 years in 2020 and with all these projects is looking forward to delivering
excellence in education for the next century as well. The foundations laid down by the Sisters of Mercy has
been built on by successive dedicated staff to ensure that for many years to come the students of the college
will ‘Walk in the Path of Justice’.

Students in the School Yard

Science Students at work

Sr Agnes Building
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HAPPENINGS ACRO

FR NEIL SAYS THANK YOU…

I wish to thank all of you for the way in which we celebrated my
25th anniversary of ordination to the priesthood on Friday 5th July.
It was truly humbling for me and although I feel unworthy it was a
reminder to all of the gift of being a faith community and how God
calls all of us to be his gift to this place where we live.
In particular I thank the organizing committee led by Vicky Bell.
You all worked so hard so that the parish and our guests had a very
memorable celebration.

ART GALLERY AT ALL SAINTS’
THEATRE Written by Nikhil-Hayne-Keon, Lincoln

Hastie, Mae Bolton and Ualani Hudson (Year 3 Students)
Recently St Andrew’s, Year 3’s made a GREAT art gallery in the foyer
of All Saints’ Theatre. The gallery included Rainforest shields and
Vincent Van Gogh artwork.
At our art gallery there were lots of colourful pictures and paintings
that were made by our awesome Year 3’s. The community was
encouraged to come and visit and bring a gold coin donation for their
visit, with funds donated to the children’s ward at Cairns Hospital.
We raised a total of $211.90
Everybody at St Andrew’s would like to say a big thank you to all the
parents and staff who helped us set up the fantastic art gallery and to
parents for visiting.

CREATION PRAYER

Written by Julia Jimenez (13 year old daughter of parishioner)
Our plant is now grown, plentiful and healthy; you may think that
it’s no longer needed, but you can share the gift of your beautiful
creation.
Dear Lord…
You created everything we see and hear in such small detail. You
put all your love and energy into everything you create, no matter
the consequences of each creation. You made them for a unique
and special purpose, only in the eyes of the creator will be seen that
very purpose. As every seed begins, small and fertile, God gives us
his love and energy as water and sunlight. We began as a lump of
clay and you, God gave us life with your love. Just like origami, the
paper starts out flat and very light and as we continue to fold our
origami; you may take a wrong turn, but even in every crease, it
will help your origami grow. As you continue, you finish creating a
beautiful creation; it will stand tall and firm.
As we grow, we face challenges and foes that will affect us. It
maybe like a spear piercing you through the heart or a harmless
punch; either way, they will add to the pain. You may believe God
wants you to suffer, but it is the exact opposite; God has made
each specific challenge for everyone. As God spins his turntable,
the lump of clay rises, falls, changes, and moulds into a piece of
ceramic. Our plant did sometimes wilt but with all the kindness
given it grew once again. Without darkness how can light shine
through, God wants us to strive through the pain and suffering;
He made the challenges to help guide us to ignite our fire within.
After life has given all of this, you will wonder and ponder on what
to do, when your life is at its peak, remember that God has planned
your every step. Just like a beach, your footprints will fade with
the ocean, yet another’s path will follow. Yet sometimes there’ll be
two sets, one is God to guide you through; although at times when
you feel hopeless and worthless, God will carry you through the
sand. God’s guidance will only take you so far, you are the only
person to complete your plan, only you can create your future. As
God is watching over you, he is still moulding the ceramic into a
beautiful creation., only you can set the course of your aeroplane,
the current of your ocean or the breeze in your spring.
Thank you, Lord

L-R: Ualani Hudson, Nikhill Hayne-Keon, Mae Bolton
and Lincoln Hastie
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OSS THE DIOCESE
THE 2019 DOCEMUS AWARD
RECIPIENTS

L-R: Cairns Catholic Education Executive Deputy Director Ian
Davis with this year’s Docemus Award recipients Breye Buckland,
Christine Edwards, Rita Petersen, Sue Newton, Janet Ross and
Robyn Bloomfield.

On Friday the 2nd of August the 2019 Docemus Award recipients
were presented at a special function to conclude Catholic Education
Week (23rd July to the 3rd August)
The Docemus Awards were founded by former Cairns Catholic
Education Director Tom Doolan in 2002. Meaning ‘to teach’, the
awards acknowledge and celebrate the exceptional commitment,
achievement and contribution to Catholic Education by staff,
volunteers and supporters of the Catholic education community.

FAREWELL TO DIOCESAN STAFF

In recent months two valued members of the Finance & Employee
Services team left to take up new challenges in other organisations.
On Thursday 25th July we farewelled Jae-Maree Lundstrom,
Human Resources Officer and on Thursday 22nd of August we
farewelled Emma Wyhoon, Work Health & Safety Officer.
Each staff member was provided with a morning tea in the dining
room of the Bishop’s House which was well attended by fellow
diocesan staff, who wished them well in their future endeavours.

HUGE SUCCESS…

On August 21 – 23 the Year 5 students from St Therese’s school
in Bentley Park travelled to Echo Creek, near Tully, for their
first experience of school camp. Each day was filled with fun
and challenging activities – archery, rock climbing, abseiling,
orienteering, an obstacle course – and the nights were very chilly!

IDENTIFYING LOCATIONAL DRIVERS
OF ENTRENCHED DISADVANTAGE

Written by Astrid Murray (Communications Officer)
Centacare FNQ is one of over 20 Catholic social service providers
who met on 10 September to launch a new project tackling
entrenched disadvantage.
This project, entitled Identifying Locational Drivers of Entrenched
Disadvantage, identifies the influences behind disadvantage in
Australian suburbs. It also provides projections over the next
ten years, which will help improve targeted service planning and
provision.
Collaboration was the word of the day, with attendees expressing
their enthusiasm for a national Catholic voice and partnership to
take on entrenched disadvantage in Australia.
This collaboration extends to the design of the research itself,
which involved a co-design process involving academics from the
ANU and representatives of members working at the coalface. This
innovative co-design means the research can be applied directly to
practice.
The outcomes will also improve service-based decision-making
and make recommendations to government for effective placebased policy design.
Centacare FNQ is excited to be one of the partners in this nation
leading research. It is an exciting opportunity for our Catholic
network to create real change in the life of the nation.

Jae-Maree Lundstrom and
Estelle Kingsley

Emma Wyhoon

Some of the research partners attending the launch
(Photo: Clare Stephens)
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HAPPENINGS ACRO

NEW CATHOLIC COLLEGE TO OPEN 2022

The proposed new Catholic College on the James Cook University
Campus at Smithfield is on track to open in 2022, with the first
milestone in the process achieved.
Catholic Education’s Director School Effectiveness (Secondary),
Dora Luxton said “Catholic Education was recently advised by
the Non-State Schools Accreditation Board that the school is now
accredited to open in 2022.”
“This means we have passed our first regulatory hurdle in getting
the school established. We’re now working on the master plan and
the innovative design for the school in preparation for the capital
funding application.” she said.
Although Catholic schools do not have defined catchment areas,
the proposed new College will help service the demand for
Catholic secondary schooling in the Northern Beaches region. The
proposed College will start with Year 7 in 2022 and progress a year
level each year to reach Year 12 in 2027.
Further information is available at cns.catholic.edu.au/new-college
or by emailing new-college@cns.catholic.edu.au
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MASS CELEBRATED AT NEW AGED
CARE FACILITY Written by Kath Montagna (Parish

Pastoral Ministry to the Aged Volunteer)
On Friday 23 August, Mass was celebrated for the first time in the
chapel at Caravonica Waters which is an Infin8 Care facility.
A large group of residents, visitors and parish volunteers attended
this Mass, presided over by Fr. Neil Muir, parish priest for the
Northern Beaches.
It was a beautiful celebration and we look forward to more Masses
being held in the future. A huge attendance for the first Mass and
all those present enjoyed this prayerful gathering.

OSS THE DIOCESE
INAUGURAL MEMORIAL SERVICE

On Tuesday 13th August Regis Redlynch Aged Care Facility held
its first Memorial Service, remembering those residents who had
died in the last 12 months. Margo Robinson (pictured) from
Pastoral Support Services facilitated the service which was held
in the Chapel.
Regis Lifestyle Support staff assisted Margo as did Cathy Spencer
(Director, Diocesan Outreach & Mission Services) and Peter Ellis
(Parish Pastoral Ministry to the Aged Volunteer at Regis Redlynch).

YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM VISITS DIOCESE

Written by Anne Chellingworth (Diocesan Youth Ministry
Coordinator)
In late July/early August
a National Evangelisation
Team (NET) spent time
in the Cairns Diocese
working with a number of
schools and parishes. The
team of 10 young adults
were first welcomed by
Gordonvale parishioners,
where the team was able
to use the presbytery as ‘home base’ whilst running retreats at
St Andrew’s Catholic College, St Mary’s Catholic College and St
Therese’s primary school. A highlight of the team’s time in Cairns
was a trip to the reef – a fabulous experience especially for the
team members from the US, Canada and New Zealand!

The NET team then headed up the hill for a few days in Mareeba,
working with St Stephen’s Catholic College and the parish youth
group. Next stop was a week enjoying the hospitality of Mount
Saint Bernard College where the team ran ministry days for year’s
7 – 11 students. We look forward to having the team back to the
diocese in 2020!
Visit https://netministries.com.au/ to find out more about NET.

Your Complete Guide to Planning or Arranging a Funeral.

We are here to help you every step of the way
Personal | Professional | Available 24 hours every day

Signatory to Queensland Funeral Industry
Code of Conduct
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CONTINUING RECOVERY FOCUSED
COMMUNITY SERVICES Written by Astrid Murray (Communications Officer)
In July, the Mental Health
and Wellbeing Coaching
team at Centacare FNQ
invited the community to
find out more about their
recovery focussed groups
at a morning tea held at 10
Thomas Street. The morning
tea was a great success
with excellent attendance
from
current
clients,
former employees and the
community. The team were
also delighted to welcome
Councillor Richie Bates.
Centacare FNQ has provided
recovery focussed Mental
Health services through the
Thomas Street program since
2005. A recent change to the
funding model has seen a
more clinical approach taken
by new providers delivering
under the Queensland Health model. This has given Centacare FNQ
the opportunity to continue providing a community-based recovery
focus, through a broad range of programs and groups under a new
funding arrangement with the local PHN (Primary health network).
Even though a continuation of the service was in doubt earlier this
year Mental Health & Wellbeing Coaching will now be provided by
Centacare under the PHN’s Psychosocial support program and the
NDIS.
Centacare FNQ has been determined to find ways to continue
supporting clients, and the wider community, who are looking
for support to manage their mental health and wellbeing. This has
allowed us to respond to changing funding models and community
needs in a timely and responsive way.
Anita Veivers, Centacare FNQ Executive Director said, “Centacare
FNQ negotiated with Queensland Health to continue offering services
through until December to ease the transition of Qld Health-funded
services to new providers”. “Our Coaching service at Thomas Street
continues to be a great resource and support for people living with
severe and persistent mental illness, and we are delighted to be able
to continue this great work whilst we explore new business models
to deliver services”. “We were delighted with the turnout from the
community to share a cuppa and have a chat about what we do and
had great interest in the groups currently being offer at Thomas Street”.
Groups include Life Coaching, Hearing Voices, Capacity Building,
Wheel of Wellbeing, Let it Grow, Moody Mondays, Men’s group and
Drumming (Pictured)
Centacare FNQ continues to offer services driven by the needs of
the community, including Resilience Coaching. NDIS participants
who have a plan which includes capacity building can still access
coaching support through Centacare FNQ.
For more information about the groups at Thomas Street, contact
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Centacare Mental Health & Wellbeing Coaching on (07) 4051 9622
or email coaching@centacarefnq.org.

DIOCESE COMMITTED TO STAFF WELLBEING AND
SUPPORT Written by Anita Andacic (Human Resources Manager)

The mission of R U OK Day is to inspire and empower everyone
to meaningfully connect with people. This mission was certainly
achieved on the morning of Thursday 12 September at the Diocesan
R U OK Day Breakfast. 65 employees of the Diocese including
Catholic Education Services, Centacare FNQ, Catholic Early
Learning and Care, parishes, and Diocesan Outreach & Mission
Services joined as a collective for breakfast, activities, reflection and
an opportunity to ask R U OK.

Fr Frank Gordon (Vicar General) provided a meaningful welcome,
reflection and blessing and Sarah Bucklar –Team Leader Centacare
Counselling (pictured in black) presented an insight into mental
health and the need to connect with others. Employees also
participated in Wheel of Wellbeing activities to promote networking
and were served a continental breakfast.
About R U OK:
R U OK?’s vision is a world where we’re all connected and are protected
from suicide.
Goals are to:
1. Boost our confidence to meaningfully connect and ask about life’s
ups and downs
2. Nurture our sense of responsibility to regularly connect and
support others
3. Strengthen our sense of belonging because we know people are
there for us
4. Be relevant, strong and dynamic

ST STEPHEN’S MAREEBA HOSTS A VINNIES SCHOOL
SLEEPOUT Written by Year 11 Students Jenna Kerswell, Emily Perrett, Giulia Pilat, Abriana Hinchcliffe

and Loralie Hinchcliffe
As part of the Catholic Education Week celebrations, students at
St Stephen’s Catholic College responded to the “Many Voices, One
Spirit” theme with an act of solidarity. Around 50 students and
several teachers gathered together to participate in the Vinnies
School Sleepout, an evening of games, activities and a simulated
homeless experience aimed at getting a better understanding of the
causes and addressing misconceptions of homelessness.

Whilst this may sound like a fun slumber party to some, it was actually
a solidarity action with an aim to raise awareness of the hardships of
homelessness experienced by over 105,000 Australians each night.
The students voluntarily gave up their Friday night in order to place
themselves in the uncomfortable position of homelessness through
sleeping on the concrete outside classrooms. A meagre serve of twominute noodles was hardly a satisfactory meal, and thin cardboard
made a poor bed, but this minimalistic
evening is unfortunately a reality for those
who have to face this situation every night.

another challenge. This was to continue their weekend with their
many commitments, such as work and school assignments, with the
aftermath of little sleep and insufficient food.
For the students who participated, this was an essential experience
in shaping how they thought and felt about those who are less
fortunate. It highlighted, in particular, the difficulties in maintaining
concentration and social interaction through the day following a
sleepless night.
Although it was only a one-night experience, it was enough to give
an idea of what it is like to be homeless. Students left with both a
better appreciation for their living situations and an empathetic
connection to those who face poor living conditions day-in, dayout. All the participants were able to get a glimpse of the reality of
sleeping rough in winter.

Exposed to the elements and wandering
wildlife, students lacked sleep and warmth
throughout the night. Despite countless
efforts to build shelter and wind barriers,
the elements penetrated through the
thin cardboard, and any respite offered
was harshly limited. In the morning that
followed a restless night of shivering
cold, the students were faced with yet
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ENHANCING CATHOLIC SCHOOL IDENTITY
CONFERENCE 11-13TH AUGUST 2019

Written by Sharon O’Keeffe (Director Identity & Outreach, Catholic Education Services,)
• What was the purpose of bringing these guests to talk to • Everyone welcome as long as they enter into dialogue
Cairns Cath Ed Staff?
• Hermeneutical (interpretative) space to search for meaning in
Catholic Education Services, Cairns were delighted to welcome
dialogue
Prof Didier Pollefeyt & Dr Jans Bouwens from Leuven Catholic
• Freedom, receptivity and transcendence
University, Belgium to address the following topics pertaining to
Enhancing Catholic School Identity (ECSI):
• Symbols, rituals and values
•

What is authentic dialogue?

•

Bible as a sacred book is given a place

•

Searching for Parish Engagement Scale (SPES): four types of
parishes.

•

Mediations....invitation to enter into a relationship with the
living Christ

•

Assessing and enhancing the identity of Catholic parishes in
relation to the identity of Catholic schools.

•

Ethics / music / stories / art or other mediations and becomes
transformative with all as a human person

•

ECSI is about three shifts:

•

Capacity to transform all

•

Part 1: The hermeneutical shift - From catechism to
hermeneutics.

•

Inclusive, open space of meanings and relationships

•

Part 2: The religious identity shift - From secularisation to
Catholic identity

•

Living relationship with a transcendent reality....

•

•

Part 3: The recontextualisation shift - From mono-correlation
to multi-correlation

What do you anticipate attendees will do with the information
- how will it translate into improving our schools?

•

How many people attended?

•

Approx. 70 APREs, principals, priests, teachers, CES and
diocesan staff attended over each day

•

What was your role and do you want to say anything about
the visit/presentation?

As the Director of Identity and Outreach, it was a privilege to host
Didier and Jan who are internationally renowned theologians. Their
presentation provided a timely provocation that ECSI is a missionary
endeavour. It is an expression of ‘new evangelisation, for new people
in new times’. To enhance our schools Catholic Identity we must
speak from engagement, and engagement of real dialogue.
The outcome of a recontextualising dynamic is identity formation
and this requires a radical shift...people need to be surprised and
interrupted....recontextualisation prepares the way and creates the
circumstances that facilitate and invite revelation. Hence, concrete,
specific and present day context must be present and sensitive for
meaning. Our St Monica’s Cathedral ‘Creation’ stain glass windows
are a wonderful example of such recontextualisation with a fusion
of Catholic and contextual components – such dynamic interaction
(merge & fuse) is required in our schools today.

Staff who attended have already commenced their work in imparting
their learnings with their colleagues and most significantly been
inspired to ‘research and explore with staff about how to develop a
more robust approach to dialogue with young people around religious
and other beliefs.’ (Response from one attendee)
•

Other attendees stated the following:

‘Through having theses learnings to draw on, I believe my mission to
assist and educate all members of our school and parish community
will become much more meaningful.’
‘Being able to continue to support staff to delve into the layers of
recontextualisation’‘
Ensure that our school has strong recontextualised symbols and
providing formation and professional learning opportunities for all
staff ’
‘Recontextualising prayer and open dialogue’
‘As a catholic school we invite people into our hermeneutical space’
For Further Information Enhancing Catholic School Identity
Project

‘with the eyes of faith, we can see the light which the Holy Spirit always
radiates in the midst of darkness’ Evangelii Gaudium (84)
•

Are there any key insights they shared that are worth
mentioning and relevant to our broader audience? If yes,
what are they?

In our increasingly secular society teachers of Religion must have
the permission to make mistakes to ensure they dialogue with
a new generation of children. Catholic education today must be
approached as an act of linguistic and religious hospitality as God
is dialogue because God is love and through salvation history is in
dialogue with us.
A true, authentic Catholic School today consists of:
•

Inclusive learning

24 CAIRNS DIOCESAN NEWS

L-R Dr Jans Bouwens, Fr Kerry Crowley (Parish Priest Innisfail)
and Prof Didier Pollefeyt

FEEDBACK FROM CELC SUPERVISOR’S GATHERINGS

Written by Sonia Maszak (Manager)

Catholic Early Learning & Care (CELC) meet monthly, to discuss
professional trends, standards, policies and procedures. We take
time to share ideas, support each other and learn from our wealth
of combined experience and knowledge. We open and close each
meeting with a group prayer and reading our Acknowledgment of
Country.

of the CELC identity and being part of a family giving care and
respect to all those they serve. One quote from staff says it all “I
believe that CELC will continue to grow and offer our families a
quality service.”

Our regular meeting team consists of:
•

Nominated Supervisors (NS) and their Assistants from the 14
services, as far north as Mossman and as south as Silkwood

•

Diocesan HR Manager

•

Diocesan WHS Advisor

•

CELC Accounts Officer

•

OSHC Manager

•

CELC Manager

•

Diocesan Payroll Officer

•

Diocesan Finance

Feedback from these gatherings has been very positive and
outcomes for Catholic Early Learning & Care as a service could
come under some broad headings:
•

As an organisation we have grown and matured

•

Coming together with other diocesan departments (Human
Resources, Work Health & Safety, Finance and Payroll has
given staff the feeling of being connected and included

•

Collegial support is of great benefit both professionally and
personally to all staff

•

The gatherings provide a useful forum for raising and solving
issues

•

Having the supervisor’s monthly meetings is also very
beneficial for small outlying services

Overall, from these regular meetings is all staff ’s increased sense
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MISSIO DEI AT ST MARY’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE

Written by Theresa Redgwell (Assistant Principal Mission)

Mrs Tutoe and the students ‘in action’

St Mary’s youth group, led by Campus Minister Mrs Helena
Tutoe, underwent a renewal this year. The new Missio Dei Youth
Group seeks to fulfil the Mission of God through service to the
College, our wider community, and the world, through prayer,
building relationships, and outreach.
Open to all students in Years 7-12 and led by seniors, the group
meets weekly to organise outreach programs that will serve
the College and wider community. Prayer and reflection are
included in these meetings. The students are passionate about
social justice and want to serve others through fundraising and
by giving freely of their own time.
All activities are student driven initiatives and as a new group,
they have an outstanding list of projects both completed and
scheduled for later this year. Students served the St Mary’s
teachers with a morning tea feast for Mother’s Day. They are
baking for Rosies and have provided entertainment at Mercy
Place Woree.
Our nearest neighbours, St Gerard Majella, have received visits
to Year One and help with their fete. The group has raised money
for worthwhile causes by volunteering their time at both the
inaugural Cairns Running Festival manning a drinks station, and
the Cairns Ironman assisting at the finish line.
A strong Stewardship of the Environment focus exists within the
group. Not only have they organised a “Clean up St Mary’s Day”
they have initiated a recycling program within the College that
includes Pastoral Group’s involvement.
St Mary’s is very blessed to have such passionate students,
together with Mrs Helena Tutoe who continues to provide fresh
and exciting guidance as our Campus Minister.
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EXTRAORDINARY MISSIONARY MONTH - OCTOBER 2019

Anna Jimenez, Director – Catholic Mission
November 30, 2019, will mark the centenary of the promulgation of
the Apostolic Letter Maximum Illud, which Pope Benedict XV wished
to give new impetus to the missionary call to proclaim the Gospel.
On the occasion of this important anniversary, Pope Francis has
called for the whole Church to observe an Extraordinary Missionary
Month, entrusting leadership of this event to the Congregation of the
Evangelization of Peoples and the Pontifical Mission Societies.*Guide to
Extraordinary Missionary Month, October 2019 (accessible via: http://
www.october2019.va/en.html)
In response to the Pope’s invitation and to our baptismal call to mission,
Catholic Mission (the Pontifical Mission Societies in Australia) would
like to engage with the whole diocesan family in Cairns by offering the
following opportunities, inspired by Pope Benedict XV’s invitation to all
Catholics as stipulated in Maximum Illud…
THE ROLE OF PRAYER IN MISSION
Mission Prayer Walk: 5th October at St Thomas Church grounds
in Mareeba - was a guided approach to praying that had been put
together prayerfully and thoughtfully in collaboration with Indigenous
Connections. The aim of this event was is to help us focus on specific
things that we may not take time to deal with in our busy lives.
World Mission Rosary: Praying the rosary to embrace the world by
offering each decade to a particular continent. Rosary beads are
available from Anna Jimenez at Catholic Mission. Please contact
Anna if you want to celebrate the Extraordinary Missionary Month by
praying the World Mission Rosary.

supporting their children in making this mission possible for them.
We are grateful to the 12 schools in our diocese who have embraced
this invitation and look forward to more schools engaging with
this missionary activity by allowing their students to do something
extraordinary to continue the legacy of the Society of the Holy
Childhood: children helping children. Adults are also invited to partner
and support the Society of the Holy Childhood. For more information,
please contact Anna Jimenez at Catholic Mission.
WORLD MISSION APPEAL
This year, Catholic Mission brings to parish communities the missionary
work of the church in Ghana and in India’s mountainous north‑east state
of Nagaland, where, due to its remoteness, many people do not have
access to electricity or running water, let alone education and varied
career opportunities. Fr Rajesh Lobo and Fr Raymond De Souza are
partnering with Catholic Mission to provide the 250 children at the Eden
Gardens Children’s Home (Khuzama,village, Nagaland India) with their
basic needs such as physical and spiritual water.
Most of our parish communities have already heard of the missionary
work of Sr Stan Therese Mumuni from the Nazareth Home for God’s
Children. Sr Stan returned to Ghana from her visit to Australia in
August and sent us this letter (see picture) to show her most sincere
appreciation for the support they receive from the faithful supporters of
Catholic Mission.

FOSTERING VOCATIONS
Catholic Mission, in collaboration with Vocations Director Fr Nathan
McKay, hosted the Vocations Night for Men on September 13 and
Morning Tea with the Religious Sisters on September 14. Msgr Thomas
Anamooh, Rector of St Victor’s Major Seminary in Tamale, Ghana,
graced both events with his presence and shared about his journey to
priesthood and the work of Catholic Missions in Ghana. All were invited
to attend these events to create an opportunity for open and respectful
conversations about vocations. Participants agreed that vocations need
to be fostered in the home, as well as communities and schools.

ECONOMIC HELP
We appeal to all Christians for whatever generosity they can afford. “How
can the love of God abide in him who possesses worldly goods, and, seeing
his brother in need, closes his heart to him?” (I John 3:17) *Maximum
Illud, Item 36 (Adapted)
SOCKTOBER
Catholic Mission extends an extraordinary invitation to schools to
engage in an online platform for mission called Socktober. Students
will make their own sockball to play the universal game of soccer in
solidarity with those who cannot afford to buy their own soccer ball.
Parents will become an integral part of this missionary journey by

Your donation to Catholic Mission parish appeals (Propagation of the
Faith and World Mission) supports the global work of missionaries and
*the churches, communities, children and vocations in countries where
the Church is new, young or poor.*www.missio.org.uk
My prayer for the Extraordinary Missionary Month is for us to take the
ordinariness of our lives with a little extra for those who are in greater
need than us. St Mother Teresa of Calcutta once said: Poverty is not
created by God. It is created by you and me when we don’t share what we
have.
CONTACT – Anna Jimenez on 0450 213 042 or email: ajimenez@
catholicmission.org.au
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MEET OUR NEW STAFF…
Lachlan Balk-Dartnell has recently
been appointed to the role of ICT
Project Officer within the Diocesan
Employee & Financial Services
team. Some of you may have already
met Lachlan during his time in his
previous role at Centacare FNQ
where he was part of the Corporate
Services team.
Before this, Lachlan worked
primarily within the disability
sector, where his passion for
working with people, and a focus on
assistive technology allowed him to
assist people with everything from
setting up communication aids and
devices through to implementing
smart home solutions for people of
all abilities for day to day ease of
living.
This continues to be an area
that Lachlan finds both exciting
and rewarding. He is currently
volunteering with local disability
organisations to assist with both
internal ICT requirements, as well
as any technological support for the
people they work with.

Business Legal Services
Property & Conveyancing
Wills, Estate Planning & Administration
Family Law & Separation
Employment Advice
Bankruptcy & Financial Difficulty
Retirement Living
Estate Dispute Resolution
Level 1, 14-16 McLeod Street, Cairns
Telephone: 07 4036 9700
www.millerharris.com.au | service@millerharris.com.au
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MISSION ONE HEART, MANY VOICES CONFERENCE
WORKSHOP REFLECTIONS Written by Anna Jimenez, Diocesan Director - Catholic Mission

As promised Continuing on from the Mid-Year edition…
“Bring in the Poor and Crippled: Spiritual Accompaniment among
the Fringes,” Presented by Elizabeth (Liz) Lee

Liz woke us up by sharing about the challenges of language as well as
the concept of spirituality in our journey with the poor and crippled.
She shared photos from her visit at St Boniface Church in San
Francisco, USA. This church had the following notice at the door:
If you need to rest, you are welcome to do so in the church. (Pictured)
I did a bit of research about this church and found out that some
homeless people in San Francisco call their experience in this church
a “Sacred Sleep.”
Liz also shared about a community initiative that she had been
involved in such as the Sidewalk Talk, a community listening project
that aims to teach and practice listening in public spaces to heal our
lonely and disconnected world. Find out more from https://www.
sidewalk-talk.org/

herself as a gay Christian and Co-Chair,
Equal Voices Australia and Fr Peter Maher,
a Sydney Diocesan Catholic priest who has
been ministering to LGBTIQA+ Catholics
for over 25 years. This workshop was quite
confronting but was definitely worth my
time. I sat and listened to the challenges of
our Christian faith from those who belong
and identify themselves as LGBTIQA+. They
are also our brothers and sisters. God loves
them as much as HE loves you and me. In
terms of living as a Catholic person, I hope
that I get to live my Catholicism not only as a
religion but as what I am truly called for – to
become universal and all-embracing.

I realised that if we are to be sincere and authentic in accompanying
the poor and crippled in the society, we must acknowledge that we
too, are among them. We can never step in this journey with the
poor and crippled if we fail to acknowledge that we too, are poor and
crippled. Perhaps, we live more comfortably than some but in our
daily lives, we face the spiritual poverty of not finding time to listen
and understand those who are close to us; we become crippled by the
limitations of the opportunity to proceed with whatever it is that we
want (or need) to achieve.
The last workshop I attended was Valuing LGBTIQA+ People: How
Can We Include All? The presenters were Steff Fenton, who identifies

GORDONVALE CELEBRATES THEIR PARISH COMMUNITY

Written by Editorial Staff

Another huge celebration was held on Saturday 14th September
with the Parish Reflection Day (Below LH photo) and Fr Laurie
Timms milestone of 45 years of priesthood (Below RH photo). Fr
Laurie was ordained a priest in Adelaide on 10th August 1974. Fr
Laurie has been the Chaplain at St Augustine’s College since 2010
and on the 15th March this year took on a priest administer role
for Gordonvale parish.

Confirmation Class 2019

First Communion 2019

August and September were very busy and exciting months for
the parish community. Gordonvale had 20 candidates who were
confirmed by Bishop James Foley on Friday 16th August and
received their First Communion on Sunday 18th August at the 8
am Mass, a celebration followed in the hall.

St Michael’s held their Monthly Anointing Mass on the 18th
September at 9am and a usual morning tea followed in the hall.
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NEWS FROM ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S PARISH

Written by Peter Buckley (West Cairns Parishioner)

he and Father Frank spoke of the commitment and dedication of
Mary MacKillop and the massive impact she had, and is continuing
to have through those who have been inspired by her example to
live the Gospel message in our own challenging times. It was
wonderful that Josephite Sister Irene Harrison was in attendance,
as she has had a close and long association with our parish and the
diocese.
We congratulate all who were recently “Sealed with the Gift of the
Holy Spirit” in the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation
in the Cathedral. We look forward to their future celebration of
the Eucharist. Sincere thanks to all who generously helped in
preparing the candidates for this significant step in their lives and
in the life of the parish.
St Francis Xavier’s school community and the members of St
Francis Xavier’s parish gathered together on Thursday, August 8,
for the Dedication and Blessing of a newly-commissioned statue
of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop.
The ceremony was held following an inspiring and very meaningful
liturgy to celebrate the feast day of Australia’s first canonised Saint
and founder of the Sisters of St Joseph.
The Sisters established our school and taught there for many years,
and their spirit and example have become an ongoing and vibrant
part of the school and parish.
Bishop James presided at the Dedication and Blessing, and both

Congratulations also to those who have recently volunteered
and become members of the Parish Pastoral Ministry to the Aged
team who attend to the spiritual welfare of our parishioners who
are residents in aged care.
Through their volunteering
they take Holy Communion
to those residents, and also
celebrate Mass and Eucharist
Liturgies with them. Their
commitment and dedication
are much appreciated by
those to whom they minister.

NEW CEO OF CARITAS
AUSTRALIA APPOINTED

Media Release adapted by editorial staff
Kirsty Robertson, an experienced and accomplished leader of
Catholic ministries and not-for-profit organisations, will serve as
Caritas Australia’s new Chief Executive Officer effective from 16th
September.
Bishop Christopher Saunders said
“Ms Robertson’s professional skills
and her personal conviction will
help her be a leading voice with the
Church and the broader community
on important issues.”
“Kirsty has a keen sense of social
justice and a proven track record
of working to help those in our
world who are disadvantaged and
marginalised,” he said. “Grounded
in strong faith, she will apply herself to ensure that Caritas Australia
remains dedicated to living the Gospel, which promises hope to a
world in need of charity and justice.”
Ms Robertson recognises the important legacy she will be carrying
forward.
“For more than 50 years, Caritas Australia has represented so much
of the goodness in humanity – a story of love and compassion that
our world so desperately needs,” she said.
“As a small child, I put my pocket money into the Project Compassion
box and I then went on to start my working life in one of Caritas’
programs, so to be appointed to this role at Caritas Australia feels a
little like coming home.”
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We assist you with:
Achieving Pregnancy | Managing return to fertility after pregnancy
Managing fertility during breastfeeding | Spacing future Pregnancies
Email: admin@nfscairns.org | Phone: (07) 40 417 365 | www.nfscairns.org

Suite 3, 195 Abbott Street, Cairns PO Box 625, QLD 4870

Committed to educating the general public in fertility and sexuality awareness

SILOAM RETREAT
Atherton
•
•
•

Individual & small group day retreats for teams,
staff, colleagues, friends, on request
Individual silent live-in Hermitage retreats
Spiritual direction/accompaniment with Retreats
Enquiries: Christine or Lesley
www.siloamretreat.com.au or 4091 2339

www.pkbookkeeping.com

Phil : 0418 182 252

Osborne Construction Solutions
PO Box 464 Bungalow Qld 4870
www.osborneconstructions.com
Email: phil@osborneconstructions.com
ABN: 58 151 699 704 QBCC Licence: 1209195

Your Trusted Adivsors in the Far North Since 1884

PROVIDING EXPERT ADVICE IN:
Building and Construction | Commercial and Property | Conveyancing
Corporate | Dispute Resolution & Litigation | Employment
Government Advisory | Intellectual Property
Planning, Development & Environment
Wills & Estate Planning and Disputes

Level 2, 19 Aplin Street,
Cairns QLD 4870

macdonnells.com.au

07 4030 0600

OCTOBER 2019 | EDITION 21 31

We remember those who have died.
May they rest in peace.
Marie Rossi		

13th June		

Gordonvale

Doreen Rudken		

1st August

Innisfail

Orazia (Grace) Pennisi		

17th June 		

Mossman

Abramo Pozzebon		

2nd August

Innisfail

Malcolm McDonnell		

21st June		

Atherton

William (Bill) Peach		

4th August		

Gordonvale

Concezio (Domenic) Montagliani 22nd June		

Mareeba

Josie Bonaventura		

4th August

Mareeba

Vivienne Brand		

26th June

Babinda

Rita Calgaro		

4th August

Mareeba

Brian Downey		

28th June

West Cairns

Samuel (Sam) Nucifora		

4th August

Innisfail

Silvia Ghelfi		

28th June		

Gordonvale

James Benjamin		

6th August		

Atherton

Genevieve (Jenny) Dembowski

30th June

Innisfail

Earle Stainwell		

7th August

Cathedral

Jim Evans		

30th June

Chillagoe

Owen McKeegan		

10th August

Almaden

Heather Spinella		

7th July

Innisfail

Thomas McLaughlin		

10th August		

Gordonvale

Richard Garnaut		

7th July

Earlville Parish

Michael Izumi		

15th August		

Gordonvale

Sarah O’Kane		

11th July

Tully

Giuseppa (Josie) Cristaldi		

17th August

Mareeba

Delma Cunnane		

11th July

North Cairns

Robert Flack		

17th August

Cathedral

Jeanette (Jenny) Briggs nee Smith

11th July

Innisfail

Patricia Butler		

22nd August

Cathedral

Carlo Barletta		

12th July		

Atherton

Augusta Tanti		

25th August

Innisfail

Roy Greenwood		

14th July

Tully

Denise Raleigh		

25th August

Tully

Lynette Kraay		

15th July

Port Douglas

Simon Wood		

25th August

West Cairns

Valmae Cleland		

15th July

West Cairns

Margaret Gillies		

25th August		

Earlville

Louis Valese		

16th July		

Atherton

Elizabeth (Betty) Bourke		

28th August

North Cairns

Giuseppe (Joe) Lizzio		

18th July

Innisfail

Mirko Vicic		

1st September

Northern Beaches

Mario Borzi		

21st July

Mareeba

Alfio Scuderi		

4th September

Earlville

Robyn Hoare		

21st July		

Gordonvale

Renato Samaniego		

5th September

Cathedral

Geoff Hoy		

21st July		

Gordonvale

Douglas Ottone		

9th September

Mossman

Catherine Powell		

23rd July

Tully

Carmel McElhinney		

10th September

Northern Beaches

Troy Gilmore		

23rd July

West Cairns

Vincent Mullen		

12th September

Dimbulah

Edward (Ted) Shambrook		

24th July

Parramatta Park

Mignon (Anne) Nucifora		

15th September

Northern Beaches

Boon Haeng Sourivong		

28th July

Parramatta Park

June Morrissey		

18th September

Atherton

Cairns Diocesan News is a diocesan endeavour on behalf of Bishop Foley and Diocesan Outreach & Mission
Services. We take this opportunity to gratefully acknowledge all article contributors and our advertisers for
their generous support.
Editorial staff, Cathy Spencer and Anita Lundie.
Opinions expressed in articles of this issue are not necessarily held by the editorial staff. All photos used in
this issue are used for the sole purpose of the magazine, with the permission of those concerned, and are
not to be reproduced for any other purpose without prior written permission from the editor.
Printed by: Ovato Print Cairns 246 Hartley St, Bungalow
Please direct any enquiries to pastoralss@cairns.catholic.org.au
PO Box 625 Cairns, Qld 4870 | PH: 07 40 465 653 | MOB: 0419 688 050

