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Exposition during the night in the Bishop’s House Chapel

CAIRNS DIOCESE GOES ON-LINE

Written by Editorial Staff
Globally over the last three months, there would no doubt be anyone that has not been touched or affected by the COVID -19 crisis, as
Scott Morrison said: Good afternoon, everyone. Now is the time to dig deep. We are living in unprecedented times with the twin battles that
we face and that we fight against the virus and against the economic ruin that it can threaten… (Press Conference Australian Parliament
House, ACT, Monday 30th March 2020)
Our diocese was no different, with our churches and schools closed, Masses suspended, staff on stand down or working from home.
Clergy ministry activity and lay ministries suspended. As Bishop Foley theologised in his Pastoral Letter of the 19th March: We are now
all going on retreat together, our enforced retreat from the world can be an opportunity to grow closer to God and more prayerful.
Bishop Foley as pastor of the diocese led our retreating to growing closer to God and more prayerful through instigating daily live streaming
from the Bishop’s House Chapel.

ANZAC Day Live Streaming

Other parishes followed suit by live-streaming their Sunday Masses.

Fr Karel Duivenvoorden streaming from the Edmonton
parish meeting room.

Holy Cross Mass Sunday 31st

Fr Mathew and Fr Hilary Pentecost Sunday
Innisfail parish

In addition to the live streaming of Masses, the diocese recognised the severe impact of the COVID-19 restrictions on our Catholic
residents in Aged Care facilities.
In response to the suspension of all Residential Care Masses, specific residential care Masses were offered to all aged care facilities across
the diocese. Residents and facility staff appreciated the opportunity to join with other parishioners, if only virtually, in the ritual and
worship that is experienced during Mass.

Diocesan Residential Aged Care Mass with Fr Neil Muir

Restrictions are being eased slowly making it possible for
parishioners to attend Masses in their parishes with reduced
attendance numbers. Schools have re-opened and some pastoral
ministry activities have recommenced though on a much smaller
scale.
Life as we know it has not returned to ‘normal’ hence the
commonplace ‘new normal’ phrase that is so often coined in these
still uncertain times. ‘I wish it need not have happened in my time,’
said Frodo. ‘So do I,’ said Gandalf, ‘and so do all who live to see such
times. But that is not for them to decide. All we have to decide is
what to do with the time that is given us.’ —J.R.R. Tolkein
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Southern Deanery Residential Nursing Home Mass with Fr Kerry Crowley

St Monica’s Cathedral Mass

St Augustines Stratford first Mass
since COVID-19 church closures

BISHOP’S HOUSE CHAPEL GALLERY
If you were to tour the Chapel, you would see the original Icons, Chalices and Monstrance’s which featured
significantly during Bishop’s Live Streaming commentary…
James Murray OSA, Vicar Apostolic 1898-1914.
James Murray OSA, Vicar Apostolic 1898-1914.

CHALICES

Ordination Chalice of Monsignor Paul Fortini
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On its base is the crest of the Republic of Rome, with those famous words that
you’ll see on every fountain and elsewhere if you visit Rome: SPQR (Senātus
Populusque Rōmānus - The Roman Senate and People) with a crown on top.
More clearly you will see the date – 1863. This was Paul Fortini’s ordination
chalice; he was ordained a priest in Rome in 1863.

Bishop John Hutchinson Chalice

This chalice is what is described as tulip-shaped. It has been heavily goldplated using mercury treatment where they suspended powdered gold in
liquid or semi-liquid mercury, smeared it all over the chalice and then put it

Engraved around the
bottom: “Presented by Mrs
Flood and her son, Maurice,

MONSTRANCES

to the Most Rev Dr
Hutchinson, Bishop of
Cooktown, Queensland,
Australia in token of their
profound respect. Orate pro
eis. Terenure. Co. Dublin
March 1888”

R: Bishop John Hutchinson
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CENTACARE FNQ CHANGES THE WAY IT
DELIVERS SERVICES DURING COVID-19

Written by Astrid Murray (Communications Officer)

On the 30th of March, following the increased measures announced
by the Australian government, and trials of home working
arrangements, all Centacare FNQ employees officially started to
work from home to help limit the spread of COVID-19.
Centacare FNQ’s priority is always to protect the health and wellbeing
of our clients, their families, our employees and of course the greater
community. Although this was a challenging time, Centacare FNQ
employees rose to the challenge and proved to be extremely resilient.
Moving 70 employees from being office based to home based in
under two weeks was a major logistical feat but surprisingly easier
than expected with a positive attitude, tolerance and a view of getting
the job done.
The way Centacare FNQ is delivering services may have changed
however, we continue to deliver high quality Mental Health and
Wellbeing supports in a different way. Operating via the phone and
online has presented some challenges however it has also provided
opportunities to create innovative services for our community.
NDIS Support Coordination and Counselling teams have continued
business as usual albeit via telephone or online video platforms such
as Zoom.

Centacare’s Mental Health & Wellbeing Coaching program also
operated using digital means and is still taking referrals from people
in the community who have a severe and persistent mental illness.
The Social Wellbeing Hub and Multicultural Services teams shifted
focus from direct face to face support to making wellbeing checks
and helping people navigate the complex and confusing times we are
experiencing.
The situation we found ourselves in will have massive long-term
impacts on how we deliver services, and how we connect and
support each other as a community.
Working remotely has allowed many of our team members who
do not usually connect in the workplace, as they are in different
worksites, to come together and share using platforms.
Centacare FNQ is committed to supporting all our participants,
clients and the community at this challenging time. We continue to
work with current and new clients and participants on an individual
level to ensure we are utilising the best method of service delivery to
meet their individual needs over the coming months.

THE DIVIDE IS DIGITAL

Written by Astrid Murray (Communications Officer)

Centacare FNQ while working on the Home School Savvy initiative
has found there is a growing and urgent need to address the emerging
digital divide.

awareness of this social gap that’s only going to increase, making it
harder for families to obtain employment, connect with services and
importantly access education and training.”

Centacare FNQ while working with families from across the region
during the COVID-19 pandemic realised an increased demand for
laptops and tablets for children and adults. Even though students
are being supported to access data there’s a massive gap in the
accessibility and adequacy of devices.

“We are calling on the local community to donate second hand or new
devices including laptops and tablets to Centacare FNQ, for distribution
to families and children who currently do not have appropriate access
to these devices. The Covid-19 pandemic has fundamentally changed
the way families, communities and students connect with each other,
their work and education. Children already disadvantaged through
family circumstances are now even more at risk of falling behind on
their school work and being socially isolated.”

Far North Queensland is not alone. Access to technology has been
raised across the state as an urgent and growing community need
especially for large families with multiple school aged children.
Centacare FNQ has been proactive in creating new community
solutions to the growing need and are working with GiveIT, local
organisations and schools to address the growing gap that has
emerged.
Executive Director Anita Veivers said, “What people need is the
ability to stay connected. If you can’t do that, you’re not only socially
disconnected but you are disadvantaged. Learning from home raised

With Cairns predicted to be one of the hardest hit communities
economically in the coming months it is likely we will see this need
increase.
We currently have families waiting for technology support. For those
interested in donating you can contact Centacare FNQ by calling
(07) 4044 0130 emailing admin@centacarefnq.org or by messaging
us through the Centacare FNQ Facebook page
MID-YEAR 2020 COVID 19 E-NEWSLETTER | EDITION 23
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Sister Therese Masterson celebrates a special birthday this
year during the 130th Celebration of her beloved
St. Monica’s College where she has always been recognised for
her outstanding commitment to education.
Sister Therese may be the last Sister of Mercy working at the
college but the strong tradition the Sisters established many years
ago and developed through the decades by committed and hardworking staff, remains strong in the college of 2020. Through such
commitment the Sisters of Mercy, and those that followed in their
footsteps, have made a difference in the lives of students and many
others as they carried out their responsibilities in Catholic Education.
This year Sister Therese celebrates her 80th Birthday and she is still a
vital member of St. Monica’s College community.
Sister Therese Masterson retired from the position of Deputy
Principal – Pastoral Care at St Monica’s College at the end of the
2006 school year. She then worked part-time as Year 9 Co-ordinator
and Religious Education teacher. Not many people would see being
Year 9 Co-ordinator as a step towards retirement, but it was an
indication of Therese’s generosity as a leader that she was willing to
serve wherever she was needed. Therese has never fully retired as she
is still the Curator of the College Archives and a very active member
of both the College Board and Alumni.
Therese’s contribution to St Monica’s College and Catholic
Education has been her life’s work. She has been a staff member at
St Monica’s for 54 years and has made very significant contributions
to the leadership of the College over this impressive period of time.
Therese is an inspirational educator, leader and person of faith. Past
students from each of the nearly six decades of her career in Catholic
Education attest to this – as do the many past-students who return
to the college every year for Alumni Celebrations.
Therese is first and foremost a woman of faith and mercy. Her down
to earth, common sense, but no-nonsense approach has endeared
her to generations of St Monica’s students. Sister Therese has very
high expectations of the students at the college and is very quick to
remind them if any aspect of their study, appearance or work ethic
is not reflected in the mission statement of the college. The students
also, do not take long to discover her compassion, care and innate
fairness for them all.
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There are many stories told by students who recognise that Sister
Therese has been one of the key people who has been transformative
and redemptive in their lives. She is always willing to see the good in
others - to offer practical advice and support at the same time. This
is what has made the difference for students who have found Sister
Therese a stalwart at times in their lives when they have been very
vulnerable.
Therese is essentially a Sister of Mercy in all aspects of her leadership
role. She has a deep compassion for the poor and a strong sense
of the dignity of every human person. She has been of enormous
support to the students and staff at St Monica’s, particularly, all the
College Captains who regard her with deep respect and affection.
It is Sister Therese who every year still gives the speech to the Year
11 students about the importance of those they select to lead them
in their senior year. Sister is also in charge of the Tree Planting
Ceremony held every year to welcome the new Year 7 students.
She is, of course, a vital part of celebrating our 130th Year in 2020.
At our first function of the year, Leap for 130, Sister Therese accepted
an Art Collage, from the original Mercy House in Dublin, to be
displayed in the College Foyer.
Sister Therese’s leadership is by example – a lifetime commitment
characterised by faith, love, generosity, service and hard work. St
Monica’s College has been greatly blessed to have such leadership as
provided by Sister Therese Masterson.

INTRODUCING CAIRNS DIOCESE’S LAY
DELEGATES TO THE PLENARY COUNCIL
Written by Anne Chellingworth (Plenary Working Party)

Plenary Council president Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB
wrote to more than 250 other Catholics across the country in March,
calling them as delegates for the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia.
The two lay delegates from our diocese are Mrs Tanya Rodney from
West Cairns Parish and Mrs Anna Montgomery from Atherton
Parish.
Tanya has been involved in the St
Francis Xavier parish community since
moving to Cairns from her hometown
of Adelaide six years ago. She says her
family feels at home there and describes
the parish as inviting, welcoming
and friendly. Tanya is a busy mum,
married with two children and is an
occupational therapist, working at
James Cook University as a student
counsellor and lecturer.
One of the hopes Tanya has for the
Plenary Council is that it will allow the
Church to flourish so that families will be drawn into our churches
and not just our Catholic school communities. She said, “Our faith
and ethos are obviously appealing to the families in our schools, but
this does not often carry over to engagement in Mass and parish life.”
Also, Tanya appreciates the importance of the Australian Church
taking this time for planning and critical reflection.

Tanya Rodney

Bishop James Foley worked with local
leaders to design a process that considered
names of people who were nominated or
applied to be diocesan delegates for the
Plenary Council Assemblies. Tanya and
Anna will join our Bishop and his Vicars
Fr Frank Gordon, Fr Neil Muir and Fr
Kerry Crowley at the first Assembly in
2021. Though, the impending retirement
of Bishop James will mean that our clergy
delegates may change in due course. For
more information on plenary council
Anna Montgomery
delegates,
visit:https://plenarycouncil.
catholic.org.au/delegates/
Plenary Council Update
The Plenary Council National Discernment Writing Groups
papers are now available. Please access the full papers via the
diocesan website www.cairns.catholic.org.au.
New dates for the National Plenary Council Assemblies are also
available on the Plenary Council tab on the website.

Like Tanya, Anna Montgomery looks forward to a renewed church
that welcomes and nurtures families and young people. Anna
moved to the Atherton Parish after meeting her husband in 2006
and describes it as a supportive community. A busy mum of 3, Anna
is a nurse and works part-time in a local medical practice. She feels
that her contribution as a woman and mother will bring valuable
balance to the council’s deliberations. She said, “I hope that the
Plenary Council will bring out the joyful, welcoming and loving side of
our church and allow the beauty of our faith to shine.”
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MOUNT ST BERNARD COLLEGE … IN THE
BEGINNING
Written by Deacon Michael Lindsay

A long time ago – a bit over 100 years ago – an enterprising
parish priest by the name of Fr. Patrick Bernard Doyle OSA
(referred to generally as Fr. Bernard Doyle) had a dream
… a dream to offer quality education to the widespread
families of the Southern Tablelands. Fr. Bernard’s idea
became a reality in 1921 when Mount St. Bernard College
opened, offering boarding and secondary education.
The naming of this great College was in honour of this
universally-loved Pastor of Herberton and surrounding
districts. Now, a hundred years on, Mount St. Bernard
College continues its ministry of boarding and Catholic
secondary education. The student body includes rural and
remote communities as far away as the Northern Territory
in the west, to the Torres Straits and Papua New Guinea in
the North, in addition to the local families across the Tablelands.
Fr. Doyle began as Parish Priest of Herberton in 1909 (after a recall to
Cairns in 1908). At that stage, places like Atherton were missions of the
Herberton Parish while Malanda had only the year before opened officially
as a settlement. The Parish of Herberton was the centre of the action,
Catholic-wise, and no doubt a busy region to pastor. Fr Bernard would have
hit the ground running as Herberton was a predominantly Irish-Catholic
community and by the following year (1910) he was overseeing the newly
opened St. Patrick’s Parish School.
However, Fr. Bernard quickly realised that
many of the families he ministered to were
in various other communities beyond
Herberton for whom there was only a very
limited option for sending their children to
day-schooling at St. Patrick’s. From there,
Fr. Bernard’s dream for a boarding school
also offering high school classes developed.
The Sisters of Mercy had already established
a small convent in Herberton with the
mission of educating in St. Patrick’s School.
Fr. Bernard secured the Sisters’ agreement
to expand their community in Herberton
and take on the administration of his proposed boarding high school.
In addition to the already full workload of pastoring a broad region of
different communities separated by rugged bush or dense jungle, there was
much work to do before the future MSB could be built. The land had to
be secured in addition to what was already owned by the parish. As part of
the land acquisition, a gazetted road had to be transferred. Architects had
to be engaged and also a suitable building company. And not to neglect an
essential ingredient: funds had to be raised to make all this come together.
Together with the leadership of the Sisters of Mercy (Mother Mary Evangelist
Morrissey seems to have been a mover and shaker in this regard) Fr. Bernard
managed this ambitious project and on 24th September 1921 the Convent
High School Mount St. Bernard, Herberton was officially opened.
From its very beginnings (or near enough to it) the Sisters of MSB prioritised
the construction of the Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes at the front of the
convent building. The mission and vision of MSB couldn’t be more explicit:
a ministry of education grounded in the Mercy and Love of Jesus. The role
model for this way of Mercy would be Mary, Mother of Mercy – strong
woman, gentle heart bringing Christ to life for others.
The Convent was strictly off-limits to students and the building we currently
call Mercy Hall (previously, The Concert Hall) was the first building to house
high school classes from 1921.
Other early buildings used for classes and other purposes have since been
relocated elsewhere. However, Mercy Hall remains together with St. Patrick’s
Church and the Convent as the last original buildings still on site. Some
former original buildings, even predating MSB, can still be seen at the
Herberton Historical Village nearby.
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In the early years of MSB, the focus was serving the spiritual and educational
needs of the Irish families. They at that time were predominant in the
Catholic communities across the Tablelands. As remote as Herberton would
have been in global terms back then, MSB punched above its weight securing
prestigious visits by international Catholic celebrities of the time like Éamon
De Valera (one of the founding fathers of the Irish Republic) in the 1940s. Fr
Patrick Peyton (International Rosary Crusade) visited in the 1950s. A Shrine
to Our Lady of Fatima was erected in commemoration of his visit.
The 1960s saw a significant leap forward in buildings and facilities. The
Bernard Dormitory, specialist music rooms and modern science laboratories
all significantly improved the educational opportunities afforded to young
people of rural and remote Far North Queensland.
Music (especially piano) had been a mainstay of the education offering at
MSB from the beginning. Mercy Hall had been the locus for a great many
musical and dramatic performances over the decades and for certain (latter)
cohorts the well-known Sr. Pam Murray is synonymous with MSB music and
therefore Mercy Hall.

Without a doubt, the addition of specialist music rooms in the 1960s enabled
music to flourish in more ways than before. To leap ahead a bit, it is a notable
badge of musical honour that MSB students won the State Rock Eisteddfod
two years consecutively (1994 and 1996). Music has undoubtedly been at the
heart of MSB life.
The simplification of the Sisters’ habits in the 1970s reflected broader changes
in society at that time. Fond memories reign from this time of the late Sr.
Mary Bartholomew (“Sr Bartie”) and her ministry of being there for anyone
and everyone with a loving ear and a comforting word. The 70s saw college
administration align with modern models as Sr. Jude Freyne adopted the title
of College Principal for the first time.
The 80s saw the first male lay teacher at MSB. In 1994 MSB went “co-ed” with
the first intake of boys (at least since its earliest years when it would have had
some boy boarders in connection with St. Patrick’s).
The 90s saw the proverbial net cast further afield, as the boarding community
welcomed more boarders from PNG, Tiwi Islands, Torres Straits and a
number of Aboriginal communities from central Australia to the Cape. Sr.
Anne Moule handed over the reins of principalship to a lay principal for
the first time, Mr Peter Webb. Sr. Anne remained on campus for a while
afterwards continuing to support the Mercy tradition at MSB.
The 21st century has seen MSB continue to change and adapt as the
communities it serves changes and adapts. In 2006 the Sisters of Mercy
gifted MSB to the Diocese of Cairns to administer while also remaining in
community on campus continuing the Mercy charism.
Sadly, in 2018, MSB farewelled the last Sisters of Mercy resident on campus.
From 2020, a Mercy Community of Mission has developed at MSB
comprised of members of the College community. They commit themselves
to keep the Mercy charism alive through their witness and outreach, inspired
by Catherine McAuley.
With the College’s celebration around the corner, the Mercy Community of
Mission takes on a significant role in responding to the question: what/who
are we celebrating in our centenary year?

A BIRTHDAY REMINDS CENTACARE
EMPLOYEES WHY THEY DO WHAT THEY DO

Written by Scott Brown (Youth Worker at Centacare Multicultural Services)

During the Covid-19 restrictions, the Community Development
team stayed in contact with clients via telephone on a regular basis
to check on their wellbeing. This enabled us to continue to develop
the strong relationship we already held with the community as an
organisation.

suggested she could celebrate her birthday with language support
from one of our Bi-Cultural workers. The team discovered her
favourite cake was a vanilla sponge with mango filling and told her
they would love to help her celebrate her birthday safely.
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After we said goodbye and got off the phone, our Bi-Cultural
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organised delivery of a cake to her house. Her gratitude was so
genuine and meaningful, it made the entire team’s day!
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EXCITING NEWS FROM ST THERESE’S AT
EDMONTON
Written by the Parish Team

The Edmonton Catholic Parish community had refurbished its
baptistery just in time to celebrate the baptism of two infants, ahead
of the closure of churches in Mid-March.

This sense of welcome is further enhanced by the addition of a
specially commissioned artwork titled ‘Come to the Water’, created
by Susan Duliny Reys, a local Indigenous artist.

The Parish Team (Fr Karel Duivenvoorden, Vera Skinner and John
Fitzgerald) is delighted to share some of that the story and a few
pictures; while eagerly awaiting the time to use the fonts again.

The painting represents important patterns (the Seven Sisters) in the
sky across our land and world, the waters that bring nourishment
and life, and the totem creatures of the local area – the spirits of the
ancestors who care for and respect all creation, as custodians of the
timeless stories of grace and hope, and resurrection.

The original baptismal font had only allowed for baptism by the
pouring of water on the heads of candidates; except in the case of
babies who could be slightly immersed in the shallow bowl.

The work draws the eyes to the
ancient stories of creation, light,
water and life: the very heartbeat
of baptism.

The Parish Finance Team and Pastoral Council had agreed to
refurbish the baptismal font, in keeping with the intent of our Vatican
Council forebears fifty years ago. In restoring the ancient dignity of
the celebration of sacraments, the new font made it possible for full
immersion of babies/infants, children and adults.

Features of the fonts draw from
our local environment. Grab rails
symbolically represent vines in
the forest, which guide and hold
us around the water space; and a

We had also hoped to baptise some young people at the Easter Vigil
this year (four from one family); most having prepared through the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Children of Catechetical Age. However,
we had to ask them to wait a little longer; and they continue to do
so, patiently.
clownfish swimming
amongst the coral to
bring water-life to
the fonts.

To complete the
baptistery, the Easter
Candle (the work of
bees and of the hands of God’s servants) is held by the leaves of life
in the presence of a bee; without which we can have no richness of
life, nor even food.

The new baptistery is composed of two fonts; the smaller, for babies
and infants, and the larger for children and adults who can now walk
into a deep pool of water. Two adjacent former ‘confessionals’ have
been repurposed as change rooms for candidates.
The refurbishment was the
achievement of a good many people
in the parish and beyond. The
project was privately underwritten
so that no parish funds would
need to be diverted from budgeted
areas of need. Donations came
from parishioners and friends of
the parish. The project management was
provided by two of the parishioners; one
well connected to the construction of the
church and original baptism font.
The addition of a very large skylight
above the two fonts now floods the area
with light, so that from the front door of
the church it shines a bright welcome to
look to the fonts.
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The use of natural themes and
textures, of creatures, of stories,
of colour and design takes up the
ancient church’s spirituality and
theology. Bearing in mind that
understanding and respect for
God’s touch and breath is in all
creation, its creatures, and all its
hopes and dreams for the future.
We thank and honour the many people who have helped plan, shape
and construct our new baptistery area. This area now builds on the
goodness of our past and restores its ancient dignity and purpose.
We thank the companies and people who have made our project
possible and successful: not just fit for purpose, but a worthy addition
to the living church in the area for many years to come.
In particular, we thank the following local contractors and artisans:
Demolition work – Constructive Demolitions – Ken Kozak
Concrete work – Ula Building Company – Andrew Harding
Plumbing – G and R Plumbing – Geoff Leighton
Tiling – Andrew Kalac Tiling and Waterproofing – Andrew Kalac
Hydrology – Gilboy Hydraulics – Greg Gilboy
Granite work – Gori Marble and Granite Pty Ltd – Brad Veivers,
Cameron Anderson

Metal work (rails, fish, leaves, bee) – Elephantus, Cairns – Fraser McCullough, John Charlton
Art – K’gari3Sisters - Susan Duliny Reys (details of the artwork and artist at www.edmontoncatholicparish.org.au/events/)
Cleaning – Gemini Cleaners – Aenoi Vongsavank
Project work – Albert Ting and John Fitzgerald.
Our next planned project?
Well, it is already in progress. We will soon construct a Columbarium outside the church: a place in which we can inter the ashes of loves
ones, and a Memorial Wall where we will inscribe the names of our dead we want to remember. This new area will provide a tangible means
to indelibly link it with the promise and hope of baptism, life and death; since we believe that the life and death of each person does make a
difference to all.

L to R: Aenoi, Gemini Cleaners; Brad and Cameron, Gori Marble and Granite; Ken, Constructive Demolitions; John and Albert, Project Mangers;
Andrew, Ula Building Company; Geoff, G and R Plumbing, Andrew, Andrew Kalac Tiling and Waterproofing.

Fraser, Elephantus
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REMEMBERING THE MINISTRY OF FR NOEL
CONNOLLY

Written by Anna Jimenez (Director Catholic Missions Cairns)
Fr Noel Connolly, SSC was ordained a Columban priest in 1969. He was a missionary for around
50 years. Fr Noel served in Korea, Italy, Ireland and, of course, Australia. He became part of the
Catholic Mission family for a few years and was seconded to work for the Plenary Council. A Man
with a true missionary heart who loved and served God and God’s people until the end” said Anna
Jimenez (Director Catholic Missions Cairns)
Fr Noel died on 6 June. The Catholic Mission family celebrated Mass (online) on Wednesday 10 June
in honour of the life and contributions of Fr Noel Connolly. Anna shared “The article below was
written by Fr Noel as he shared about the things he learned from being weak. I thought it would paint
a little bit of a picture of why and how we love this man so dearly. May he rest in peace.”
What I have learnt from being weak

17 February 2020 (Fr Noel Connolly SSC)

This time my column is personal, but I hope not self-indulgent. I have prostate cancer, and for these
past six months or so, I have been receiving chemotherapy and various forms of hormone treatment.
Most of the time, my treatment has been uneventful, but I have been quite weak these past two
months. I do not like it not only because it is awkward but also because I do not like being weak. I
am used to being strong and successful. A front rower in Rugby and in charge for many years in the
Columbans. Now I cannot do many things I am used to doing, I have to slow down, and I need the help of others.
I had preached many times, about how Jesus when he became man took on not only the wonderful, successful and noble aspects of being
human but also our weakness, our struggles, our confusion and the things we wish to avoid in life. However, I do not think I really believed
it or at least I did not fully appreciate it.
What I have learnt from being weak, is not just that I need help, but that people love me and want to help. Everywhere, from my brother
Columbans, from my family and friends, from my colleagues at Catholic Mission, from the Chinese community at Eastwood and the staff at
Concord Hospital. I do not think I fully appreciated the love people have for me. That is why I tried to do things on my own.
Two incidents brought this home to me. Firstly, a busy colleague on the Plenary Council Facilitation Team offered to come with me to my
chemotherapy treatment. I normally go alone, which is fine as “nothing” happens. However, she said she would come, sit, and talk with
me. I tried to be gracious in accepting. Since then, someone from
Catholic Mission occasionally comes and sits with me. Secondly,
once I was with some former Columban lay missionaries and clearly
needed help but was trying to do something for myself, they said to
me something I have thought about ever since, “Noel, let us love you”.

O Immaculate Mary, Help of Christians, Queen of heaven and
earth, and tender Mother of humanity, at this time when a
pandemic threatens all your children, we entrust to you our
nation, Australia, and all who live in this country.
We commit to your intercession all the members of our
community, beginning with the weakest ones, from the unborn
to the sick, the disabled and the elderly.

To be weak is something that will come to all of us, especially as we
age. I often think of a conversation I once had over a whiskey with
an elderly Columban; he said to me, “Noel, old age is not for the fainthearted.” Although I am only 75 and still working, I now know that
is very true.
We need to be humble and confident enough to let people love us.
We need to trust in God when we are weak because being weak is
also part of being human, part of the Incarnation, part of being like
Jesus. We are not only like God when we are strong and loving others.
It is a beautiful thing to love. It is perhaps an even more gracious and
beautiful thing to be loved. Then we are releasing the lover in others.

We commit to you our families, our young and old, and all who
are vulnerable, those who are quarantined or anxious.
We entrust to your Immaculate Heart those who have lost their
livelihood or employment, our pastors and other essential
service workers, and our leaders at this time.
We implore your intercession especially for the protection of
doctors and nurses and those who minister to the contagious
sick in this crisis.
Reign over us, Mother of God, and teach us how to make the
Heart of Jesus reign and triumph in us and around us, as it has
reigned and triumphed in you!

24 / 25 May 2020
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We assist you with:
Achieving Pregnancy | Managing return to fertility after pregnancy
Managing fertility during breastfeeding | Spacing future Pregnancies
Email: admin@nfscairns.org | Phone: (07) 40 417 365 | www.nfscairns.org

Suite 3, 195 Abbott Street, Cairns PO Box 625, QLD 4870

Committed to educating the general public in fertility and sexuality awareness

HOW ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S PARISH HAS
MANAGED IN THE COVID-19 LOCKDOWN

Written by Peter Buckley (Parishioner)
The COVID-19 Pandemic has affected all avenues of life, and
issues facing our worshipping community have been keenly felt at
the very time when our faith response and involvement have been
necessarily curtailed.

Our parish has risen to the occasion so that parishioners are kept
well-informed of relevant changes and also how our community
members are faring at this time. Wanda (secretary) and the parish
office team have been great community builders with the church,
office and associated buildings all equipped and compliant in every
way.
Our wonderful parish newsletters have been produced and

Donna Kitchin and Fr Frank Gordon

distributed weekly. These contain the Sunday Scripture Readings,
news and reflections from Fr Frank and Pope Francis. Also included
are COVID-19 Mass updates and information, liturgy and prayers.
In addition, there are anniversaries, puzzles, competitions and
riddles, and a great community catch-up featuring many photos
and news of parishioners and their stories during lockdown.
Another marvellous initiative very well received is the collaboration
of Father Frank and Donna Kitchin from St Francis Xavier’s School.
Father and Donna have produced a series of weekly videos of
Scriptural reflections and posted them to YouTube for the benefit
of parishioners and the whole School community. Donna writes,
“When restrictions were first implemented, I approached Father with
an idea. We were very hopeful that during one of the most difficult
crises of our time, Father would still be able to share his homilies, his
thoughts, reflections, wisdom and prayers with our students, our staff
and our parish. His reflections have always brought so much comfort
and guidance during our everyday lives and we still wanted to help
share these with our community when we needed it most.”
We had such amazing feedback from parishioners, students
and staff, and we decided to make this a weekly event. Donna
concluded. “Father Frank was just so amazing to work with. He had
such creative ideas which involved imagery, sound effects and other
enhancements. Contributing to the wonderful result was Father’s
eye contact with the camera, his pausing, and his consideration of
language that would be familiar for the students so that they would
connect and understand.”

FIRST CONSULTATION FREE

Tax returns prepared and lodged from $55

onetax.com.au

Accountants & Tax Agent
Email: ajj@onetax.com.au
Office: 10/182 Grafton Street Cairns Qld 4870
Telephone: 07 5641 1495 Mobile: 0419 255 078

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS...
• How can I be involved in the Plenary Council
2020 process?
• Where is the nearest Church to me?
• How do I contact a celebrant for a Baptism, Wedding or Funeral?
• What is the story behind the Cathedral Windows?
Visit the www.cairns.catholic.org.au website to find answers to these questions
and learn more about the Diocese of Cairns and its parishes.
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FISH CAIRN AND DOORS AT ST MICHAEL’S
PARISH GORDONVALE

Written by Hugh O’Brien (Parishioner)

As you enter the grounds of St Michael’s Church, Gordonvale you are boldly directed by a one metre long fish, the symbol that you are on the
right road to Jesus Christ. It is an ancient symbol guarding the grave of our foundation Parish Priest Father Ted Kenrick who died aged 29.
Many people visiting our parish touch the fish, recognizing that they are on the way of
Christ as they enter St Michael’s. Recently I was fortunate to notice three brightly coloured,
singing lorikeets perched on our Fish Cairn. This was certainly a picture of beauty and truth
On being directed along Christ’s way at the entrance of our Church we are awed and amazed
with the new rosewood doors inviting you into St Michael’s.
So, when churches reopen please take the time to visit our place, follow the fish and open the
doors to the teaching of Jesus in our community.
Our community is indebted to Sebastino and Maria Luongo for their generous donation for
the Fish Cairn and Doors.

ADAPTING TO COVID-19

Written by Sonia Maszak (Manager CELC)
Our Catholic Early Learning
and Care team demonstrated
an immeasurable ability to be
adaptive and flexible, whilst
they continued to conduct
themselves in a professional
manner with kindness and understanding in challenging and
uncertain times.

Thankfully, CELC were fortunate in being able to continue to
provide an essential service for the community, including care for
our children, support for our families and work for the community.
Our team were at the forefront throughout this pandemic. Our
services saw, heard and felt the heartbreak, the fear, the anxiety,
the devastation and loss. But we also witnessed a fiercely strong
community spirit full of faith, hope, love and kindness that rose
above all else during that time. Our services continue to provide an
exceptionally high standard of care whilst maintaining a safe and
secure environment that is clean and hygienic.
Our services stepped up to the mark immediately and ensured
extra practices were put into place to ensure the safety of the whole
community.
•

Staff and children wash hands more regularly with soap and
water, staff are assisting the children with this (where ageappropriate)

•

Implementing different songs and games to guide the children
in how to correctly wash their hands and for how long

•

Alcohol-based hand rub provided before entering and exiting
the service. The external of these dispensers are cleaned down
several times a day

•

Electronic devices are cleaned down regularly

•

Drink troughs and bubblers are cleaned throughout the day and
wiped over after each transition

•

Children shown by educators how to sneeze and cough into a
tissue or their elbow

•

Children encouraged to play outside

•

Morning and afternoon grouping times take place outside

•

Children encouraged to have meals in smaller groups

•

Smaller group activities provided
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•

Social distancing discussed and encouraged when and where
appropriate

•

Discussions on effective hand washing and hygiene between
staff and children on a regular basis

•

All high touch surfaces such as door handles, bench tops, chairs,
tables, gates and latches etc wiped down regularly throughout
the day

•

Outdoor sports equipment is disinfected daily

•

Indoor equipment is disinfected and sanitised regularly

We thank our families and the community for their ongoing support.
For all enrolment enquiries please visit our website: www.ccelc.
catholic.org.au

Unity
I dreamt I stood in a studio,
And watched two sculptors there.
The clay they used was a young child’s mind,
And they fashioned it with care.
One was a teacher, the tools he used
Were books, music, and art.
One a parent with a guiding hand
And a gentle loving heart.
Day after day, the teacher toiled,
With a touch that was deft and sure.
While the parent laboured by his side,
And polished and smoothed it o’er.
And when at last, their work was done,
They were proud of what they had wrought.
For the things they had moulded into the child,
Could neither be sold nor bought.
And each agreed they would have failed
If each had worked alone,
For behind the parent stood the school
And behind the teacher the home.
-Author Unknown

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN, YOUNG
PEOPLE & VULNERABLE ADULTS
Written by Patricia Andersen (Diocesan Safeguarding Co-ordinator)

“Safeguarding is Everyone’s Responsibility”

This principle serves as the foundation for safeguarding functions
within the Cairns Diocese. It calls on all church personnel employed or
volunteering to embrace Safeguarding and to be aware of their duty of care
to prevent and protect children and vulnerable adults from harm.
The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual
Abuse, presented its final report to the Governor-General in December
2017. This report outlined the role child safeguarding standards can play
in making organisations safer for children and how regulatory oversight
could be improved.

Catholic Professional Standards Ltd (CPSL) was subsequently established
by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference (ACBC) and Catholic
Religious Australia (CRA) as an independent body. Its mission is to
promote the dignity and welfare of all persons who come into contact with
the church and its works, especially the young and vulnerable (Catholic
Professional Standards Limited – Constitution 2 November 2018)
As part of its mandate, CPSL has developed 10 Safeguarding Standards
which provide the framework for Catholic Church entities to build safe
cultures and environments ensuring that safeguarding practices are
consistently applied across the Australian Catholic Church.
An essential function of CPSL is to audit and publicly report on compliance
of all dioceses in Australia to ensure that policies, practices and codes of
behaviour work together to prevent, detect and appropriately respond to
potential or actual incidents of abuse.
Parish meetings between the Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator and
members of pastoral councils and parishioners have been held recently.
Over forty people from Cairns, Cassowary Coast and Tablelands have
accepted nominations to be safeguarding representatives within their
parishes and have completed mandatory induction training.
All safeguarding representatives are required to hold current Blue Cards
and sign the Diocesan Code of Ethical Behaviour. These mandatory
requirements represent a firm commitment to the Diocesan Safeguarding
Policy endorsed by Bishop James Foley in March 2019. Safeguarding
representatives’ details are displayed within churches and contact details
published in parish newsletters.
The role of the safeguarding representatives is to promote Safeguarding
within the parish, actively support safe practices including conducting
risk assessments where necessary. Also working with the parish
priest, administering the Diocesan Safeguarding Policy. Safeguarding

representatives are required to report quarterly to their Parish Pastoral
Council.
The next stage is for the parish safeguarding representatives to facilitate
the registration and training of all parish volunteers. Leaders within Parish
Council, Finance Council, readers, communion ministers, sacramental
programs, state school religious instructors, pastoral ministry and youth
ministry, will require these actions to ensure all volunteers meet the
compliance and training requirements for their roles.
Completion of these safeguarding responsibilities, unfortunately, was
delayed due to the closure of churches during the COVID-19 pandemic.
However, some of our parishes have commenced this registration process,
communicating with their volunteers via email and having the required
documents completed and recorded.
A more readily identifiable Safeguarding section within the Diocesan
Website (www.cairns.catholic.org.au) has recently been created with
further updates to come. It is anticipated that this will provide a one-stopshop for all people wishing to access information, assistance and resources
relating to Safeguarding.
Safeguarding Representatives are supported by the Professional Standards
and Safeguarding Office – Manager Mark Pollock and Diocesan
Safeguarding Coordinator Patricia Andersen (pictured).
The Professional Standards and Safeguarding Office is safeguarding
representatives – Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator Patricia Andersen
and Manager Mark Pollock.
Both Mark and Patricia participate in quarterly Provincial Safeguarding
Network meetings held alternately in the five Queensland dioceses. This
network is developing a Terms of Reference for ratification of the Bishops,
designed to support a consistent Queensland approach to policy, training
and resource sharing within this most critical area of caring for and
protecting our children and vulnerable adults.
Cairns was to host the next meeting in June 2020 however this is now
subject to COVID-19 restrictions. It also stalled connections with the more
remote parishes in the diocese. Visits to Cooktown, Weipa, Thursday
Island and Gulf churches will commence when travel is permitted.
A huge thank you to all the wonderful safeguarding representatives within
our parishes. I look forward to continuing to work with you on the
safeguarding journey.

SAFEGUARDING
COORDINATOR
PATRICIA ANDERSON

MANAGER
MARK POLLOCK
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PARISH
SAFEGUARDING
REPRESENTATIVES

PARISH SAFEGUARDI

CAIRNS PARISH
St Monica’s Cathedral
CAIRNS

PATRICIA
NOTT

WENDY
MCCARTHY

GORDONVALE PARISH
St Michael’s
GORDONVALE

BERNHARD
WAGNER

INNISFAIL PARISH
St Rita’s
BABINDA

ANTHONY
DENSMORE

EARLVILLE PARISH
Our Lady Help of Christians
EARLVILLE

LORETTA
MUSUMECI

INNISFAIL PARISH
Christ the King
MOURILYAN

JAN
SHANG
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LISA
SKAINES

NORTH CAIRNS PARISH
Mother of Good Counsel
NORTH CAIRNS

DEBORAH
MCGUINNESS

HELEN
KETT

INNISFAIL PARISH
Mother of Good Counsel INNISFAIL

ROSALEE
LANKINEN

PATRICK
CASSAR

INNISFAIL PARISH
Our Lady of Fatima
EL ARISH

GLORIA
PIETROBON

EDMONTON PARISH
St Therese’s
BENTLEY PARK

KIRBY
WILL

EDDY
TUTOE

PARRAMATTA PARK PARISH
St Joseph’s
PARRAMATTA PARK

MICHAEL
LIBKE

ROBYN
CHAMBERS

INNISFAIL PARISH
St Rita’s
SOUTH JOHNSTONE

LYDIA
MASSA

PATRICIA
ARNOLD

INNISFAIL PARISH
St John’s
SILKWOOD

BERNADETTE
PENNISI

PETA
BRYAN

NG REPRESENTATIVES
MAREEBA PARISH
St Thomas of Villanova
Mareeba

ADAM
GILBERT

ARLINDA
CABATINGAN

ATHERTON PARISH
St Anthony’s
DIMBULAH

Also,
Indigenous
Ministry (COEN)

STELLA
BYRNE

DEACON RALPH
MADIGAN

ATHERTON PARISH
St Christopher’s
KURANDA

MARIA
RATUMAIBUCA

MOSSMAN - PORT DOUGLAS
PARISH – St Mary’s
PORT DOUGLAS

MIKE
BELLERO

MONICA
RIZZETTO

TULLY PARISH
St Clare of Montefalco
TULLY

VALERIE
BUTTSWORTH

JUDITH
DORE

ATHERTON PARISH
St Joseph’s
ATHERTON/HERBERTON

GERRY
SIMON

MOSSMAN - PORT DOUGLAS
PARISH – St Augustine’s
MOSSMAN

ANNI
ZAZZI

MICHELLE
HALL

NORTHERN BEACHES PARISH
Sacred Heart
Holy Cross/
FRESHWATER
All Saints Chapel

CATH
CEFAI

MIKE
AITKEN

TULLY PARISH
Holy Spirit
MISSION BEACH

JENNIFER
POTTS

PATRICIA
RYAN

AMANDA
SAUNDERS

ROSINA
SANTAROSSA

St Augustine’s
STRATFORD

MARGIE
CANNY

WEST CAIRNS
St Francis Xavier
MANUNDA

ALFIO
BORZIO

TANYA
GLEESON RODNEY
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OUR EDUCATION COMMUNITY

IN RETROSPECT MOUNT ST BERNARD COLLEGE HERBERTON – TERM 1, 2020

Written by Mr Ian Margetts (Principal)

While Term 1, 2020 will be remembered for Coronavirus; it is
always good to focus on the positives. This is good for our health
and wellbeing also. There have been some, fantastic learning,
community spirit and amazing achievements throughout the term.
A quick flick through our Facebook site (https://www.facebook.com/
MountStBernardHerberton/) highlights these, and they include;
- Great participation and success at various Peninsula Sports 		
trials
- Student activities raising more than $1100 for Project 		
Compassion (Caritas) including;
		 • School Disco
		 • Shrove Tuesday Pancake sales
		 • Free-dress day
		 • Lolly jar guessing competition
- Amazing student artwork entered into various competitions
- Addition of a variety of activities in boarding for students 		
including;
		 • Mountain bike riding tours of local trails
		 • Yoga

Staff/Students Touch Football game

- Community visits by staff to Kowanyama & Pormpuraaw
- Various food and coffee creations by Hospitality students
- College Cross-Country carnival
- Staff/Students Touch Football game
- Health students attended the JCU/BLA Health Careers breakfast
- Ash Wednesday Liturgy
- Centenary 2021 planning sessions
- Year 12 Retreat
- Opening Mass and Commissioning of Student Leaders
- Opening of the Jude Koehler Memorial Yarning Circle
- Friday Shared Morning Teas
- Welcoming new Year 7’s via the Transition Program
- And the list goes on…
We look to work through this difficult time with the realisation that
we will get through this and we look forward to continuing many of
these initiatives mentioned above and much, much more in the not
too distant future.

Welcoming new Year 7’s via the
Transition Program

Opening of the Jude Koehler Memorial
Yarning Circle

ST RITA’S FEAST DAY MASS, NOT AN IMPOSSIBILITY…
Written by Maureen Gaul (Assistant Principal Religious Education St Rita’s School Babinda)
One cannot help but marvel at the ingenuity and resourcefulness
that has come into play since social distancing restrictions have been
applied! With the closure of churches, many parishes have utilised
technology beautifully, to continue Mass and prayer services for
The Church (that is, us, the people), by live streaming events and
uploading them to YouTube for viewers to access. This practice has
brought the rituals of Christian tradition into our personal spaces,
and has proffered a virtual experience of prayer with our choice of
parishes, at a time that we select!
This was how we celebrated the feast day of our Patron Saint, Saint Rita
of Cascia on 22nd May. Certainly, it was a feast day like no other for
us! Live-streamed from Innisfail’s Mother of Good Counsel Church,
Father Kerry Crowley celebrated the Mass with three representatives
from our school, and a further three from St Rita’s South Johnstone.
This online Mass was a cause for excitement amongst the students
attending school. They were keen to ‘play’ the Mass and simply
thrilled to see their peers on YouTube! From the relaxed setting of
our classrooms, we viewed the intimate Mass celebration, and the
small giggles, and typical wriggles were all forgotten.
It was a sweet celebration and a privilege for us to host when Eucharist
for our two schools and parishes seemed impossible! Just perfect for
the feast day of our Patron Saint of Impossible Causes, don’t you think?
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THRIVES DURING COVID-19

PARENT ENGAGEMENT AT ST GERARD MAJELLA PRIMARY SCHOOL

Written by Ann Blakeney (Prep Teacher and Leader of Engagement)
In a time when school communities were dealing with unprecedented
changes in the workplace, education and lifestyle due to COVID-19,
student, teacher and family wellbeing was a high priority.
At St Gerard Majella, continuing parent engagement was a focus to
ensure that families felt they were supported in a time when they may
be feeling anxious, overwhelmed, stressed and uncertain of what
school life will look like going forward.
With reduced physical and social interaction and various school
event cancellations, our school was concerned with helping students
and members of the school community to have a ‘the show will still go
on’ attitude and where possible developed a Plan B approach.
It can be hard to explain COVID-19 to children and for our youngest
students who had just entered school, separation from their classroom,
friends and teachers
seemed like an eternity!
As a way to maintain a
link between home and
school, particularly for our
youngest students (Prep)
the teachers decided to
make the trip to each
home for a ‘driveway visit’.
The process included
dropping a little gift to
each student, chatting to them about what they had been doing at
home and in some cases meeting some of their pets. It was also
nice to talk to parents to check in with how they had been travelling
during the home learning period.
When Mother’s Day approaching, it was decided that the annual
Mother’s Day stall and afternoon tea fundraising event needed to be
cancelled. As an alternative plan with the incredible generosity of
the school P&F, a Mother’s Day ‘drive through’ was developed. This
allowed families to access this service over several mornings and
afternoons in the week leading up to Mother’s Day.
Children and their families were greeted at the STOP DROP GO
zone by staff and parents from the P&F, and collected a gift bag and
resources to make a card and other goodies. The response from
families was positive and appreciated, and also allowed children the

opportunity to get a gift for their Mum/Grandmother without having
to go shopping.
Communication with our community is always a high priority and
through the use of our Continuity of Learning site and various other
online platforms, parents were able to access resources relatively
easily and staff were in regular contact with parents and students.
The wellbeing of other family members was also a concern, so
separate pages were developed on the site to cater for siblings from
0-4 years with a range of resources including music, games and
printable activities. A separate parent page had various links to
podcasts, relaxation music, virtual tours of places around the world
and resources for parents to take some time out for themselves.
A weekly community connect recording and power point was created
by our Assistant Principal and sent to families each weekend to
highlight information relating to the week ahead at school. Included
in this process, challenges and competitions were set for children and
parents to engage in at home such as reading to a pet or teddy, Lego
creation, Mother’s Day, enjoying the outdoors and a kindness warrior
challenge.
Liturgies and prayers
for Easter, Mother’s Day
and Anzac Day were
also shared regularly for
families to celebrate at
home at a time when
they would normally
attend Church and other
Mother’s Day drive through
services.
As classes have resumed, our parent community has not been
physically present at our assemblies, however through the use of
Zoom, video and photos they are able to be present for awards and
prayers without compromising social distancing measures.
It has been vital to keep our school as a close-knit family and we have
appreciated the continued support from our school community at
this time when relationships are so important. We understand the
importance of creating a smooth transition for everyone who may
be still working and learning from home to hopefully bring families
closer together.

TEACHING & BOARDING STAFF KEEPING BUSY…

Written by Mr Scott Whitters (Assistant Principal Residential)

We were busy creating remote learning opportunities, new activities
and revitalising the Mount St Bernard College at the start of lockdown.
The boarding staff managed to keep busy without boarding students
onsite, keeping in continual contact with families during the time to
check on their wellbeing.
Below is a list of all the activities our boarding staff were involved in:
• Cleaning and painting the College front fence
• Cleaning and re-organising the Eco Shed
• Weeding and preparing garden beds in the Eco Garden
• Restoring the garden and courtyard in the former Mercy Sister’s
residence
• Revamping the agriculture garden and preparing it for an orchard
• Creating three mountain bike trails in the scrub beyond the top oval
• Revamping the Mercy Sisters Grotto
• Cleaning and maintenance tasks in both boarding houses
• Various administration tasks related to boarding
• Training and Professional Development

The teaching staff at the College actively communicated with students
and families to ensure the continuity of learning whilst at home.
Although we had a small selection of student’s onsite, the majority of
our students worked remotely from their home base.
Teachers facilitated learning opportunities through an array
of mediums, including digital learning environments, video
conferencing, email and phone contact. During this time students were
strongly encouraged to
participate in learning
opportunities provided
and to continue to seek
feedback and direction
from their class teachers.
All Boarding and
Teaching Staff are
delighted to see all our
students return to MSB.
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OUR EDUCATION COMMUNITY THRIVES DURING
COVID-19 CONTINUED

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT ST ANDREWS CATHOLIC COLLEGE

Middle Years College Captains Reflect on Remote Learning

At St Andrew’s Catholic College, remote learning has been in place
for a few weeks now and to say the least; it’s a struggle! As with any
new task, there is always something that makes the journey a little bit
smoother, one word... AndIE.
AndIE is a digital learning environment and provides an online
class for all our subjects! We can access and submit assignments,
do homework, ask questions and chat with each other on the social
stream and make video calls via Zoom on the platform.
Connor Simpson (Year 6) shares his Thoughts while Remote
Learning from Home
During Term 2, I have been remote learning from home. There are
positives and negatives to this. The positives are that I get to work at
my own pace and have breaks when I want. I don’t have to be up, and
showering and ready to leave the house by 7am, although I have still
been getting up early.
The negatives are I don’t have a teacher to ask for help when I’m
stuck. I can email my teacher, but it’s not as easy as putting my hand
up and getting an instant answer.
Our College has a digital environment system called AndIE. Each
week the head of Middle Years Mrs Newman sends out a checklist
of work that we need to do for the week and a blank timetable to
complete. Our teachers for each subject area let us know when our
Zoom sessions are going to be, and they put tasks on AndIE for us to
complete and submit online.
What has been nice is seeing my classmates writing comments on
the AndIE page social stream. The social stream is a way to talk to
friends and get advice from each other without having to email a
teacher. I have enjoyed my PC Zoom sessions where Mrs Lohmann,
my Homeform teacher, has asked us to do fun things like show our
pets or wear something funny.
There have been many good things about remote learning, but to be
honest, I can’t wait to get back to school.
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AndIE keeps teachers and students connected without one-on-one
contact. As the Middle Years College Captains, it is always nice to have
contact with teachers, each
other and peers; however,
when you can’t have that,
our new best friend Zoom
comes in handy. Zoom is
a live, online video chat
program that allows people
anywhere around the world
to join a call remotely via a
link, code or invitation.
While online school is new
to most of us, having these
sites we know we can rely
on is helpful, and has made
this experience so much
easier to handle.
It’s great to know that we
have these supports to
let us continue with our
education, even though it feels like the rest of the world is on pause.

Thoughts from Tili Green a Year 6 student before she returned to
school.
I’m Tili from St Andrew’s Catholic College, and I am going to talk
about the ups and downs of remote learning.
I am currently in week 4 and the first 3 weeks have been great all
though there are some negatives for remote learning, such as you
obviously don’t get to see your friends as much as you used to. If you
have siblings they are probably getting on your last nerve, and you
might not understand some questions the teachers are giving you.
There might be some negatives, but there are definitely some positives,
you still might not see your friends as much, but you do see them on
your zoom lessons. You can go to the bathroom at any time you like,
you can have early lunch breaks, and if you’re not allowed to listen to
music in class, you can just put on your headphones and listen to your
favourite songs and of course do your work as well.
At St Andrew’s, we have a digital learning environment called AndIE.
Year 6 have an AndIE page where we find can all of our work for our
different classes. I’m sure other schools have something similar to
our AndIE.
I do really miss school, and I am sure a lot of kids miss school as well,
and I bet some think it’s great that we get to work from home.

ACROSS THE PAIN THAT SCARS THE WORLD
Written by Salesian Father Frank Freeman (Adapted by Editoral Staff)
The shadow of the dreaded
coronavirus looms over the world.
In its devastating wake lies untold
suffering, as hundreds of thousands
are rushed to mass burials with their
loved ones deprived of a dignified,
healing farewell.
Let us calmly maintain our Christian
balance, carefully avoiding overoptimistic expressions of imminent
success or dire predictions of worse to
come. How ironic it is, that in an age
of unprecedented access to information, during a crisis, thanks to
social media, most of what you get is misinformation, hysteria and
disinformation.
Still, the age-old questions, which have bedevilled the human
mind for so long, surface. “Where is your loving God now?” taunt
the sceptics, while even the faithful question, “Why does God allow
it?” is surely is an echo of that heartbreaking cry of Christ from the
Cross “My God, My God why have you abandoned me?” The words
of George Eliot in the novel Adam Bede, springs to mind, “There is
no despair so absolute as that which comes with the first moments of
a sudden great sorrow when we have not yet known what it is to have
suffered and be healed, to have despaired and yet recovered hope.”
God is not in the business of punishing and harming the most
vulnerable. Long ago He blessed us with two precious gifts that
make us the images of himself, namely intellectuality and free will.

DANCING AT THE
VATICAN
AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE

Gifts to be used to maintain His creation in good order. So, when we
misuse our free will and remain ignorant of the things, we should
know, we can hardly blame God for the ensuring evils. Imploring
Him to intervene and control free will is surely asking him to create
illogically a square circle.
Yet how does the Christian answer such a crisis? Despite all the
suffering, the loss of loved ones, despite the widespread misery,
our hearts are stirred up with feelings of pity, tenderness, faith and
courageous determination to assist in whatever way possible. One
of the best ways to combat this is to simply do what’s best for others.
Imbuing them with a strong faith and unquestionable hope, for
faith only has real meaning in times of widespread faithlessness, as
hope only has real meaning in times of hopelessness. A Christian so
imbued will surely dream of better times to come as Michael Henry,
in his song Dare to Dream, encourages us to do.
“Dare to dream with wings that take you across the pain that scars the
world. Fly swift, fly sure, have courage and live the dream. Be strong in
faith, in hope and love; live out the dream.”
It is indeed a spiritual truth that periods of hardship offer the
opportunity to attain greater personal growth, more than during
the good times. Perhaps, the challenges we are facing individually
and globally are God’s
way of revealing to us
opportunities for growth,
giving, and achieving
closeness to Him and
to our fellow human
beings. Such sensitivity
to the sufferings of others
makes us think and feel
and surely thinking and
feeling makes us more
warmly human.
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Reach Youth Ministries

Tickets:
https://tinyurl.com/dancingatthevaticanaustralia

Learn More:
https://www.dancingatthevatican.com

Contact:
kelly.atkins@monash.edu

YOUTH GATHERINGS
PRAISE AND WORSHIP
NIGHTS
ANNUAL YOUTH CAMP
CERT IV IN CATHOLIC
YOUTH MINISTRY
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
ROSIES COOKUP
PARISH ACTIVITIES
FUNDRAISING
AND MORE....

COME BE INVOLVED!

NEW MEMBERS
WELCOME
Reach invites secondary youth and young adults
to be part of a dynamic, faith-filled and
welcoming community. We meet fortnightly on a
Sunday as well as once a month for a Praise and
Worship night at Seville Mercy Conference
Centre, Earlville. Come and check us out.
For more information please contact Priscilla O'Brien
M: 0429475825 or E: pobrien@reachyouth.org.au or
visit our website: reachyouth.org.au
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WELCOME TO THE DIOCESE OF CAIRNS
Written by Rachel McLean (Leader Formation Catholic Education Services)

Arriving in Cairns in late January to start her new role as Leader Formation at Catholic Education Services,
Rachel McLean was excited about the opportunities and relationships that she was hoping to develop.
She wasted no time getting to know the community and becoming a member of the Cathedral parish.
Rachel made connections with other Christian communities through the World Day of Prayer hosted at
the Cathedral in March.
Rachel has formed connections with students and staff through Caritas Just Leadership Days and Staff
Formation experiences. Recently, she has been journeying with the teachers in the newly commissioned
ACU Graduate Certificate in religious education.
Perhaps the most exciting, although surprising form of connection that Rachel has made has been through
the development of online formation experiences for members of the Catholic Education community.
Working with Sharon O’Keeffe, Director of Identity and Outreach, Rachel has been developing an array of
reflections and prayers for an emerging online community.
This community is diverse and accesses a variety of spaces. Schools have been using the Identity and
Outreach portal to share resources and explore the myriad of spirituality and reflection material that has been created in response to Covid-19.
Parents have been invited to visit the Prayers and Reflection space of the Catholic Education website (https://www.cns.catholic.edu.au/ourschool-communities) and provide alternate forms of liturgy and prayer during the time when we were asked to #StayHome.
Rachel found it exciting to create 2-page handouts that capture contexts of Catholic feast days and International days of awareness. The
opportunity to then create alternate forms of reflection and prayer and an encouragement to explore more about these days was rewarding.
Finally, working with Sharon, Rachel delved into the world of Facebook. One of her favourite moments over Easter was being challenged to take
a photo that marked the Easter Tridium that did not involve the traditional Easter liturgy (as Churches were closed to the public). Sharon took
her favourite images on Holy Thursday and Easter Sunday – pictures
of our spectacular beaches that recontextualized the Washing of the
Feet and the Risen Christ in a Laudato Si’ world (pictured).

Rachel looks forward to continuing to journey with all
members of the Cairns Catholic Education community –
especially when we can gather once more for conversation
and connection.
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VINCENTIAN REFLECTION

Written by Lou Crema, (President St Clare’s Conference, St Vincent de Paul Tully)
We first met Stevo early 2017 when he approached us for assistance. He was a rough looking character which reflected the hard life he had
lived. He had just moved into a house, paid his bond and rent which left him only a few dollars to live on for the next week. We offered initial
assistance in the form of a $50 food voucher, our time and friendship. “Crikey, you’re a life saver! Thanks a bunch.”
A short time later he came into the shop and shared that he had appreciated the hand up so much that he wanted to volunteer in the shop
to pay back. After 18 months of volunteering at the shop and being really handy repairing or patching items, he gained employment in yard
maintenance and mowing lawns.
Stevo is now busily working around our town taking care of people’s yards and he always gives a big easy smile and even bigger wave when I
drive past. Throughout the times we spent together just yarning and sharing stories, we became mates and I enjoy his company and sense of
humour to this day.
I admire his courage and resolve in managing his life and his problems. I believe there are lots of people around the place like him who have
the courage and honesty to look at their situation, and are prepared to make the most from what opportunities are afforded them. All they
need is recognition and acceptance.
Our companions really are our teachers.
“It is one thing to give charity. It is another thing entirely to give the sense of humanity, dignity and personhood. If the person you care for, leaves
your care feeling more of a person than before you came along, you have succeeded. ONLY THEN.” (St Vincent de Paul)

Why use Joe Vella Insurance Brokers?

We’ll save you time and money and give you peace of mind!
Like many things in life, not all insurance policies are created equally. Your JVIB broker will read the fine print for you, compare quotes for
you and make sure that the policy they recommend is right for you. And should the need for a claim arise, JVIB will be there to guide you.
CAIRNS Level 1, 108 Mulgrave Rd, Cairns

(07) 4040 4444

MAREEBA 113 Byrnes St, Mareeba

jvib@jvib.com.au

ATHERTON Unit 1/1-3 Mabel St, Atherton

www.jvib.com.au

MID-YEAR 2020 COVID 19 E-NEWSLETTER | EDITION 23 23

IN THE SPIRIT OF RECONCILIATION, WE ARE
IN THIS TOGETHER 2020
Written by Antoinette Cole (Consultant Formation First Nations)

On 28 May as part of National Reconciliation Week, our Cairns
Catholic Education community virtually launched our inaugural
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP). This plan was a true celebration
of the diverse range of voices, where we saw and heard via live stream
the voices of students, staff, families and the wider community.

COVID-19 certainly challenged us to consider different ways of
connecting within our Catholic Education community. It was
important for our work to respectfully consider ways to reflect our
Catholic context, how we connect with our community and embrace
the opportunity to innovate alternative ways to signify the week.
These considerations brought about diverse ways and
opportunities for us all to connect.
Our RAP commits our call to action for the
coming 12 months, including our partnership with
Reconciliation Australia. It provides a roadmap that
tracks our reconciliation journey and implementation
of the 14 actions.
Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians,
individually, and collectively in our Cairns Catholic
Education Community. In solidarity, we commit
ourselves wholeheartedly to reconciliation, and we
embrace the gifts of our First Nations peoples, through
our commitment to a model of co-responsibility.
As our reconciliation journey continues throughout
our community this year, we look forward to hearing
the voices of our students, staff and families. In the
spirit of reconciliation, we are In This Together 2020.
We invite you to join us on our journey of
reconciliation and explore further our 14 actions over
the coming 12 months: https://www.cns.catholic.edu.
au/about/reconciliation/

Celebrating Life Giving Thanks
Locally Owned and Operated by the Heritage Family
Funeral Home | Crematorium | 300 Seat
Air Conditioned Chapel | After Funeral
Catering Facilities | Large Off Street Car
Parking | Quiet Peaceful Surroundings

Burial | Cremation | Pre Paid Funerals

A Catholic Family serving all areas of the Cairns Diocese
70-76 Maher Road, Gordonvale, Qld 4865
www.heritagebradyfunerals.com.au
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CENTACARE FNQ INTRODUCES NEW INITIATIVE
DURING COVID-19
Written by Astrid Murray (Communications Officer)

Home School Savvy is a community initiative based on the successful
School Savvy Program which, aims to provide resources, support and
connection for families, students and schools during the COVID-19
pandemic
In a similar way to School Savvy FNQ, Home School Savvy aims to
facilitate access to supplies and support required for home-schooling,
by working to bring together unused or unwanted resources such as
desks and chairs with families who need them. The program also calls
for financial donations to purchase new supplies.
Extraordinary times require innovative responses. Our response is
Home School Savvy. This program will not only support families to
access tangible resources but will also provide practical and wellbeing
support.
The Home School Savvy Concept
For the past eight weeks, the School Savvy FNQ Facebook page
has been renamed “Home School Savvy” and will remain as such
for the duration of the pandemic. This page continues to provide
resources, information and support to families who are not only

new to home schooling but who may need additional assistance to
support their child’s ongoing education. A strong focus on wellbeing
has also provided support to families by linking and partnering with
community organisations who provide a range of wellbeing and
social supports.
The Home School Savvy team called for people with quality furniture
and new or unwanted office supplies from the community and local
businesses to contact them by messaging through the Facebook
page. Financial donations received have been used to purchase new
resources unable to be sourced through donations. Families requiring
support were also able to engage with the Home School Savvy in the
same way.
Centacare FNQ also registered with the Queensland Care Army to
further facilitate engagement and support at this crucial time for our
community.
As a place-based response to the disruption caused by Covid-19
Home School Savvy continues to work closely with community to
meet the emerging needs of children, families and our wider school
community.
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CHURCH AS A FIELD HOSPITAL – observations
from the Identity and Outreach Directorate, Cairns
Catholic Education Community
Written by Sharon O’Keeffe (Director Identity & Outreach)
Over the last 2 months, Rachel
McLean, Leader Formation CES,
has been meeting with spiritual
directors and givers of retreats
from around Australia and the
Asia Pacific. Online, they were
invited to explore how different
communities could create a ‘field
hospital’ of spiritual exercises
during these changing times. The
‘Church as a Field hospital’ is an
image that was coined by Pope
Francis in 2013. It invites us to see
the Church as a place to heal wounds and warm the hearts of the
faithful.

The timing of these meetings, and learning about how to give these
new types of Spiritual exercises is particularly pertinent as it feels as
if the world could all use a field hospital now. As the world continues
to journey through the coronavirus pandemic, people everywhere
are being asked to hold the stories and collective hurt that is being
felt across the globe in response to systemic racism and black deaths
at the hands of law enforcement.
A highlight for me over the past few months is witnessing to how
the Cairns Catholic Education Community is walking a genuine
path of Reconciliation. As chair of the Joyful, Hope-filled and Servant
Community Discernment Writing Group for the Plenary Council,
I have leaned into the wisdom that has been shared with me and
endeavoured to provide opportunities for deep listing and pondering
in the Plenary Council process.
Throughout this time, Fr Noel Connolly who died recently, was
a great inspiration, especially during June as the consequences
of Black Lives Matter and Indigenous Deaths in Custody protests
were being felt around the world. In one of his obituary’s Fr Noel is
recalled as follows:
He listened with patience...and encouraged people to listen to what
the Spirit is saying. He spoke with enthusiasm of the sense of faith
possessed by the community of souls that make up the Church, quietly
explaining the difference between the well-known Church that teaches
and the less-known, but more desirable one that discerns. His was a
mission tailor-made for the storytelling missionary...the poignant
insight, salient lesson and gems of wisdom continued to emerge from
even the messiest and diverse discussions.
It feels as if this is a time in which Australia, and hopefully the world,
can emerge “with poignant insights” and “gems of wisdom.”
The Identity and Outreach team have really enjoyed welcoming
Antoinette Cole as Consultant Formation First Nations. In one of
her last reflections to the Cairns Catholic Education Community,
Antoinette shared “Whilst I understand that all lives matter, in this
moment of time, Black Lives Matter. The relevance for me is working
towards a solution in ending disparity across all systems, including
education, health, justice addressing systemic racism that has resulted
in deaths in custody, over-representation in the justice system, chronic
health, disease and poor educational achievement of First Nations
people.”
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This reflection is pertinent and poignant as CES launched their
inaugural RAP
(Reconciliation Action Plan) and continue their work with schools
in Reconciliation. The Identity and Outreach team have been
sharing a plethora of readings and resources for students and staff.
You might consider exploring some of them below:
•

Meyne Wyatt shares a profound and challenging witness of
living life as a First Nations person on Q&A

•

A study in the Australian Guardian that shows 75% of
Australians biased against First Nations peoples

•

A piece from the National Catholic Reporter that helps us
understand Why we all must say Black Lives Matter

•

A dialogue written in the Ignatian Solidarity Network with
Jesus which appears to be about making peace, but is in fact an
invitation to consider the privileged space we occupy by virtue
of our education, race, gender and age.

Earlier this year, Pope Francis shared… “this as a time of great
uncertainty. It’s a time for invention, for creativity. The creativity of
the Christian needs to show forth in opening up new horizons, opening
windows, opening transcendence toward God and toward people Take
care of the now, for the sake of tomorrow.”
We are indeed in a time of great uncertainty. We need to listen deeply.
The prayer of the Identity and Outreach Teams is that we navigate
this important moment in our nation and our global history with
dialogue, hope and love.

Are stairs a problem?
Master Lifts have a convenient answer,
so you can stay in your double story home.
• Wheelchair lifts
• Home elevators
• Pool lifts
New and used options available.
Call us today,
and arrange a FREE in home demonstration and quote.

07 40393100

Have a seat...
We’ll take it from here.

www.masterlifts.com.au

REFLECTING ON HER TIME IN LA

Written by Angela Collins (Assistant Principal Religious Education St Andrew’s Catholic College)
LA Congress 2020 was an amazing experience that allowed me so penalty.
many great opportunities to listen to the wisdom of world-renowned In addition to the conference, I was able to visit Homeboy Industries
speakers and network with colleagues from across Australia and the which is an 18-month program, set up by Fr Greg Boyle, to assist
world.
members of gangs in LA to escape this path, become trained, educated
During the four-day conference, I was able to attend a vibrant Youth
Day as well as listening to brilliant speakers such as Thomas Groome,
Sr Helen Prejean (author of Dead Man Walking), Ronald Rolheiser,
Fr Richard Leonard SJ and more.
This, combined with meaningful liturgies and Masses meant for a
time full of renewal and affirmation in my faith journey. The work
that the Catholic Church is doing universally is truly amazing, and it
is encompassing the inclusive compassion that Jesus showed through
his ministry.
The speakers were all phenomenal. Sr Helen
Prejean (pictured) was no-nonsense and
strong. Her resilience and tenacity to make
things happen were truly inspirational.
How she linked the death penalty to slavery,
as a way of keeping power and control over
the poor and the vulnerable, was thoughtprovoking. This has, and will, allow me to
make new connections with the students in
my classroom.
Sr Helen shared that of the 7 convicted inmates that she has walked
death row with, 3 have been innocent. As a result of the inmates
being poor, they are poorly represented, and evidence is often lost
or blocked by prosecutors. She was pleased to advise that this is the
first presidential campaign where no candidates support the death

and rehabilitated to allow for a better life. There is an onsite bakery,
café, merchandise store, VET classes, high school classes, drug and
alcohol rehabilitation, parenting classes and free laser tattoo removal.
Fr Greg and Homeboy Industries are giving people the chance to start
again.

I also visited St Finbar School, Burbank and St Genevieve School,
Panorama City in Los Angeles. Both schools’ staff and students were
extremely warm and welcoming to us Australian visitors.
The highlight for me was being involved in the Ash Wednesday Mass
at St Genevieve. It was inspiring to see how devout, enthusiastic and
involved the students were in liturgy and in religion lessons.
I feel truly blessed by having had this
opportunity. I am affirmed with my teaching
and faith leadership. I am really excited
about the direction the Church is going. It is
showing openness to those who have been
oppressed and marginalised in the past - it is
where I want to be! I have been enhanced by
the experience and in turn, I hope that my
community will be enhanced as well.
I would like to thank Catholic Education
Services and St Andrew’s Catholic College
Angela at front
for allowing me this opportunity.
entrance of St Finbar’s
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Retirement Goals – Is it travelling, ﬁshing, spending more
time with family?
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Shane Tibbs* is a Certiﬁed Financial Planner
at 206 Buchan Street, Cairns Q. 4870. He has
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their goals and retiring with a brighter future.
Phone: 07 40521950
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Shane Tibbs is an Authorised Representative of Ausure Pty Ltd
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Dr Jeff Taylor
M.B.B.S., D.P.M.,
F.R.A.N.Z.C.P., DipCH
Dr Jeff Taylor wishes to
advise that he conducts
a home based practice in
General Adult Psychiatry
with special interest in
Psychotherapy at
7 East Parkridge Drive,
Brinsmead, Cairns

Dr Jeff Taylor has an interest in treating
conditions including:
•
•
•
•

•

Anxiety
Depression
Mood Disorders
PTSD (post traumatic
stress disorder)
Obsessive Compulsive
Disorder

•
•

•

Specific Phobias
Treatment of Military &
Veteran related problems
Psychological problems
associated with physical
illness

For appointments:
Ph: 4034 1880 Fax: 4034 2329 E: jeff.taylor.au@gmail.com
www.jefftaylorpsychiatry.com.au
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RESPONDING TO COVID-19

Centacare Social Wellbeing Hub responded to the COVID-19
restrictions with a very positive approach and modified our fun
wellbeing group sessions into a blend of wellbeing phone calls and
a more digital approach to how we communicated with our clients.
During our Wellbeing Sessions, the team continued to offer clients
activities including guided exercises, quiz challenges and music
trivia that often concluded with a sing-a-long. The team also took
the opportunity to educate the group on COVID-19 news, updates
and precautions they needed to observe to remain safe.

can lead to social isolation so, we’re delighted that our seniors can now
begin to safely reconnect with their families, friends and communities
and start to get back to a more usual routine. We expect to be following
a COVIDSAFE plan for some time yet but it won’t stop us having fun
and making sure we are congenial and welcoming.”

Together with the telephone and online Wellbeing Sessions, a
fortnightly newsletter was created which included COVID-19
information, a section relating to the Wheel of Wellbeing (WOW),
recipes, jokes, inspirational quotes, tips for gardening and the most
popular one - exercises from a chair which was demonstrated by
team member’s in a series of photos!
Social Wellbeing Hub client John was very happy to receive the
informative newsletters and ongoing communication during
lockdown. John’s sister Marion said, “I am so grateful and impressed
with the ongoing care and concern for the attendees of the hub. I know
John enjoyed the frequent phone conversations (and me too).”

www.pkbookkeeping.com

The team were determined to sweeten the taste buds of our clients
so baked for Easter, Anzac Day and Mother’s Day and, following
strict social distancing procedures, personally delivered the biscuits
to clients’ homes.
Following COVID-19 health advice on the 31st May, the Queensland
Government encouraged older Queenslanders to leave their homes
to reconnect with family, friends and their communities and start
going back to the things they enjoy.
Centacare FNQ and the Social Wellbeing Hub team were delighted
to be able to throw the doors open to our centre in Holloways Beach
on Monday 8th June and welcomed clients back once again, while
following strict social distancing and hygiene procedures.
Executive Director Anita Veivers said, “We understand these past
months have been especially hard for our older community members
to stay home. There is always concern that such a long time at home
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DISCERNMENT OF A PILGRIM CHURCH

A book review by Hugh O’Brien (St Michael’s Parishioner, Gordonvale)
I have just read a great book “Communal Wisdom A Way of Desolation; the fruit of following some spirits not-of God; the
Discernment for a Pilgrim Church” by Brian Gallagher msc. Below opposite experience to consolation. We are deceived by other spirits
are a few ideas that may whet your appetite.
which are not-of-God which lead us away from life, more into
Pope Francis is calling for a synodal church. This involves participation confusion, isolation from others and lack of love.
at all levels of the church, including parish groups, diocesan synods Our vulnerable spots are quite personal: the need for affirmation, a
and plenary councils. In these situations, community discernment, sensitivity to criticism, a fear of what others think of you, a rigidity in
communal vision, has a fundamental role to play.
relationships, a tendency to de-value yourself.
The Communal Wisdom approach emphasises the communal Building a Discerning Community: the common base
experience of God’s Spirit, the spirits not-of God, the discerning group For
communal
or
group
and every individual in the group. The communal experience of the discernment, the question of a
spirits is quite a different experience from the sum of the personal group’s identity is vital. A group as
experiences of the members of the group.
a whole, will hear the promptings
The communal experience of prayer, of consolation and desolation, of God’s spirit and the attractions
requires a marked shift in thinking and praying for most groups.
of spirits not-of-God, only when
Following are Father Brian’s understandings “Spirits,” “Consolation,” individuals in the group have truly
“Desolation” and “Fruits of the spirit in your experiences,” “Vulnerable come together as a group. This is a
common base for discernment.
Spots.”
What precisely do members of the
Understanding of Spirits
group have in common, especially
Inner needs and desires, spontaneous impulses and affective habits,
their common values? What can all
thoughts, imaginings, emotions, attractions, repulsions. The spirits
members commit to? Some groups
are defined by the direction in which a movement leads, not by the
develop a motto or a Scripture
felt content of the movement.
text that is thought to capture their charism. The basic process for
Consolation; is always a movement towards God, always life giving. discernment is praying, listening, praying.
Fruits of the God’s spirit in your experiences:
To me the spirit of Communal Wisdom needs to be continually
Experiences of inner joy and peace, moods of confidence and nurtured in the governance of our church. It will be interesting
encouragement, a sense of being in harmony with oneself and with to see how discernment will be integral to our way of life after the
God, times of true creativity, a sense of our own worth.
Plenary Council.
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COVID-19 UPDATES FROM THE MISSIONARIES
From: Fr Basil, PMS National Director Sri Lanka- 14/05/2020

Thank you so much for all your hard work for our Victim people and
mainly for the neediest people who are still really suffering because
of the last Easter Sunday attack in 2019.
We are just continuing our mission with the victims and trying to
help them more and will update you when necessary. All our daily
prayers are with you all and very specially our prayers to all the
donors who truly sacrifice and donate for this blessed cause. Thank
you so much again for all what Catholic Mission Australia is doing
for our mission here in Sri Lanka.

From: Sr Mary Goretti, St Luke’s Bujuni, Uganda14/05/2020

At Bujuni we are still in lockdown and transport is limited.
The patients are quite few however the facility is still open
24hrs. God bless.

We are still here for Sarah
and
We are still here for you
1800 257 296
catholicmission.org.au
From: Bishop James, Diocese of Kohima, Nagaland, India
17/05/2020
Greetings from Kohima. I know that in Australia the pandemic is
under control and they are opening the shut down in stages. Schools
are being opened gradually. It is good news.
But the situation is not so positive in the rest of the world. The
number of infection and death cases are going up. At the same time,
the economic meltdown is forcing the countries to lift the shutdown.
In India too, with the arrival of those outside of and from other parts
of the country, the rate of infection and death is increasing. Added
to it, the tragic movement of migrant workers and the calamities
falling on them, by exhaustion, accidents, lack of food, etc. are sad
moments of the pandemic.

In Nagaland so far, there is no case of infection and death. We are yet to set up a testing centre; hopefully one will be set up by next weekend
in Kohima. More than 20,000 people caught up in other states are returning to Nagaland. They are to be kept in quarantine for 14 days, which
is a big challenge. For quarantining people, most of our schools are requisitioned. The Church is also active in providing assistance and help
to people in difficulties, joining hands with administration to mitigate the suffering of the people.
Thank you for your special concern and support for the mission diocese of Nagaland.

Watch missionaries around the world rallying behind the
communities they serve, assuring them that they will remain to
provide crucial pastoral and practical support.
#WeAreStillHere
https://www.catholicmission.org.au/stories-from-around-the-world
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St Monica’s

Cathedral Book & Gift Shop
Monday - Friday

Address: 183 Abbott Street, Cairns QLD 4870

9.30 am - 4. 30 pm

Sunday

11.00 am

Parking in drop off zone and shop area

Books & Study
Phone:

07 4046 5642

Medals
& Statues
Apologetics
& Saints

Special
Gifts
Religious Jewellery NEW

Rosaries

Email:

Crucifixes

bookshop@cairns.catholic.org.au

Your Trusted Adivsors in the Far North Since 1884

PROVIDING EXPERT ADVICE IN:
Building and Construction | Commercial and Property | Conveyancing
Corporate | Dispute Resolution & Litigation | Employment
Government Advisory | Intellectual Property
Planning, Development & Environment
Wills & Estate Planning and Disputes

Level 2, 19 Aplin Street,
Cairns QLD 4870

macdonnells.com.au

07 4030 0600
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We Remember Those Who Have Died
from all Parishes and all those across the globe who
have died during COVID-19.
May they Rest in Peace.
Walter Guivarra

17th February

Cathedral

Mary Lizzio

30th April

Innisfail

Guiseppe (Joe) Russo

19th February

Earlville

Antonio Cocuzza

3rd May

Mareeba

Dennis Piagno

3rd March

Mareeba

Mary Kroehn

7th May

Earlville

Joshua Eales

3rd March

Mareeba

Danny Estcourt

7th May

Mareeba

Concettina (Connie) Spina 3rd March

Innisfail

Josephine (Josie) Sultana

8th May

Innisfail

Kevin Knight

8th March

Parramatta Park

Peter Macorig

8th May

Innisfail

Anthony Zahra

8th March

Innisfail

Alfio Torrisi

17th May

Mareeba

Margaret Collins

13th March

Tully

Mira Cosic

19th May

Innisfail

Maureen O’Connor

16th March

Malanda

Angelo Carusi

19th May

Mareeba

Maria Bodnar

16th March

Innisfail

Thelma Williams

22nd May

Innisfail

Jenny Nunan

18th March

Malanda

Jean Despot

26th May

Innisfail

Mary Dall’Alba

19th March

Gordonvale

Gail Kalac

30th May

Earlville

Arcangela Dibella

19th March

Tully

Nino Sturiale

30th May

Mareeba

Alfred Fenech

25th March

Innisfail

Jeanette Bishop

31st May

Innisfail

Mary Camilleri

27th March

Innisfail

Ross Bonaventura

3rd June

Mareeba

Lilia (Lily) Dixon

29th March

Earlville

Mary Thom

4th June

Cathedral

Mario Troncone

31st March

Innisfail

Gino (Jim) Santolin

7th June

Tully

Margaret McHugh

1st April

North Cairns

Ignazio (Nat) La Spina

9th June

Tully

Justin Baldissera

3rd April

Babinda

Guiseppe (Joe) Cristaudo Snr. 10th June

Innisfail

Salvatore (Sam) Mangano 3rd April

Innisfail

Vincenzo Avolio

Mareeba

Jessie Maifredi

8th April

Tully

Francesco (Frank) Pennisi 13th June

Tully

Araceli (Sari) Marosary

10th April

Mareeba

Angelo Borzi

Earlville

Shirly Leach

12th April

Gordonvale

Francesco (Frank) Marino 18th June

Cathedral

Rosaria Gangemi

17th April

Innisfail

Brian Rowan

18th June

Cathedral

Kenneth (Ken) Baseden

17th April

Innisfail

Patrick Byrne

18th June

Innisfail

Ines Lasi

23rd April

Innisfail

Louis Broccardo

19th June

Innisfail

Ilario Della Ricca

24th April

Babinda

William (Bill) Johnstone

27th June

Tully

12th June
15th June
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