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October...remembering Our Lady
of the Holy Rosary of Fatima

At the base and back of this statue, is an opening with
a glass cover in which are some leaves; which originally
came from the small tree on which Our Lady stood when
she appeared to the three children at Fatima in 1917.

COLOURS OF THE WORLD MISSION ROSARY
On Sunday 18th October as a universal Church, we celebrate World Mission Sunday, and
we are encouraged to pray the World Mission Rosary.
The colours/areas of the Mission Rosary include:
Green – for the forests and grasslands of Africa
Red – calling to mind the fire of faith that brought missioners to the Americas (US, Canada,
Latin America and Native Americans)
White – symbolising Europe, the home of the Holy Father
Blue – for the ocean surrounding the Islands of the Pacific (Australia/Oceania)
Yellow – symbolising the morning light of the East and ‘beginning of civilisation’ for Asia/
Middle East

HEALING FORUM AT KERRIRI (HAMMOND)
ISLAND

Written by (Catholic Education Services, Identity & Outreach Staff and Myree Sam (Consultant First Nations Education)
On the 21st September 2020, Fr Neil Muir represented Bishop
James Foley at a Healing Forum on Kerriri (Hammond) Island.
Healing is a holistic process, which addresses mental, physical,
emotional and spiritual needs and involves connections to culture,
family and land.

The reason this healing forum was held is owing to hurt and
harm that has occurred over many years between the Kerriri and
the traditional owners of the land, the Kaurareg, who have been
dispossessed of their land. The hurt comes from broken kinship
and the loss of identity that has resulted.

Healing forums help communities to identify the issues that are
causing disharmony and imbalance in their lives. Such a forum
provides an opportunity for Torres Strait Islander people to define
healing, understand the impacts of colonisation in their local
context, discuss their healing needs, share information about
healing work in their communities and develop healing strategies.

The Catholic Church attended this healing forum where Fr
Muir restated the formal apology given by Bishop James Foley
in February: “the Diocese of Cairns, the Catholic Church, without
reservation apologises and express profound sorrow and sadness for
any hurt that the Catholic Church has caused. In particular for the
pain suffered by the Kaurareg people by being removed from their
lands.”
• For building a church and mission on Kerriri
without permission of the traditional owners.
• That the traditional owners had not felt welcome
back to live on or even visit there unless they
converted to Catholicism
• For any other hurt or injustice caused by the
Catholic Church to this community
• For any community disharmony between the
Catholic Church and the other Christian
denominations,
• For this, the Catholic Church is truly sorry.
As we walk the road of genuine reconciliation,
small actions that we could all take include
being an advocate for First Nations peoples:
• Through
campaigning
for
improved
infrastructure on the Torres Strait Islands

Attending the forum were Kaurareg representatives. These people
are the traditional owners of a number of islands of the Torres Strait.
The Kaurareg identify as Aboriginal as their lands, 8000 years ago
were connected to mainland Australia. Kerriri representatives,
those who live on the island we also know as Hammond Island,
who have been moved to this island over time as a result of
colonisation and missionary actions, plus representatives from
Catholic Education Services, Cairns.
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• Be a voice to Government around housing,
youth and transition programs
• Calling out racism and exclusive language and behaviour
The Catholic Church, through the leadership of Bishop James
Foley and Fr Muir, have illustrated that the first step in any healing
process is to turn up. They have both listened deeply, highlighting
that actions speak louder than words. May we each follow in their
footsteps and work for genuine reconciliation.

NEWLINK A NEW PROJECT

Adapted by Editorial Staff from Media Release

Centacare FNQ is launching NewLink - a new self-funded project to
support people in the community navigating change in the “new normal”
Why NewLink?
Change is coming to Job Keeper, Jobseeker and the moratorium
on tenancy evictions. For a community experiencing a once in a
lifetime event inflicting unprecedented disruption to the economy
and society, this has the potential to cause
increased anxiety.

willing to give a hand-up to their fellow business and community
members, who may be doing it tough. We are in an unusual
situation where some businesses are minimally impacted, and
others have not been able to weather the storm.
Businesses are invited to contact Centacare FNQ
if they would like to support the community
through this initiative by providing advice,
support, mentoring or connection.

It is expected that 11,000 local people working
in the tourism and hospitality sector have been
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic with the
full broader effect yet to be realised.

NewLink already has support pledged from locals
in the legal and finance professions and are keen
to find more new collaborations with those in
business willing to help out. In addition to this,
the Cairns Chamber of Commerce has lent its
support, which will provide an avenue for local
people who are impacted and will work alongside
complementary programs such as that offered
by Cam Charleton, through the Rural Financial
Counselling Service.

COVID-19 has caused enormous uncertainty
and is likely to create further pressure on those
who may never have thought at the beginning of
2020 they would be experiencing stress relating to
finance, health, relationships or wellbeing.
Earlier this year, the federal and state governments
provided some certainty to the community
concerning the economic and social impacts of
the pandemic through a range of stimulus and support packages.
However, over the next few months’ business owners, individuals
and families will be facing more change, more uncertainty, and
may require additional assistance.
NewLink is aimed at people who are impacted economically and
socially who need support to navigate the system for the first time.
Centacare is also collaborating with local businesses who are

As a community service provider, Centacare has the staff, skills
and knowledge to navigate the complex social services sector. With
support and collaboration from local businesses, we can value
add and also help people in need to navigate technical issues like
financial planning or legal advice for small businesses.
For more information, contact: Astrid Murray Communications
Officer Centacare FNQ
M: 0419 466 007 | E: Astrid.murray@centacarefnq.org

Celebrating Life Giving Thanks
Locally Owned and Operated by the Heritage Family
Funeral Home | Crematorium | 300 Seat
Air Conditioned Chapel | After Funeral
Catering Facilities | Large Off Street Car
Parking | Quiet Peaceful Surroundings

Burial | Cremation | Pre Paid Funerals

A Catholic Family serving all areas of the Cairns Diocese
70-76 Maher Road, Gordonvale, Qld 4865
www.heritagebradyfunerals.com.au

4056 1627
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EDMONTON PARISH – FOREST GARDEN

Written by Albert Ting (Parishioner)

Back in September 2019, an idea arose to establish a unique garden
on unused land in front of the parish church at Bentley Park. It wasn’t
until May this year that the idea grew closer to reality. Impacts from
COVID-19 allowed us to begin the project in earnest – which also
involved removing a large number of old palm trees from the property
and establishing a new ‘welcome’ garden at the entrance to the church.
The Forest Garden takes up 400 square metres of former sugar cane
land and brings it back into productivity. More than 100 new trees,
shrubs and grasses have been returned to the property; the majority in
the Forest Garden proper.

On Sunday 6 September, the first Sunday of the Season of Creation
2020, we commemorated and blessed the garden, and also planted
a tree in honour of Elaine and Lou Piccone. They were long-time
and dedicated parishioners and local residents. A special plaque was
unveiled by Joe Chellemi and Franz Honnef (community elders, who
gave so much of their time and energy to the gardens over the years).
Eliza Wood and Daniel Shay, three generations their junior, will see
the gardens grown in stature, fertility and beauty.
The plague reads:

Our Forest Garden celebrates our living response
to the call by Pope Francis for all Catholic people
to join other brothers and sisters of faith and
goodwill in honouring the Seasons of Creation.
The idea was born from our celebrations during
the Season of Creation 2019.
It has grown as a mighty statement of our
interrelationship with all creation, and a testament
to the many people who provided and continue to
provide support, time, resources and prayer for this
life-giving project.
Tutoe family and Fr Karel celebrating the blessing of the
Forest Garden
The project has taken a willing team of volunteer parishioners and
contract labour over four months to bring the garden to its current
stage awaiting the spring rains and warmth. The majority of planting
and raw materials have been donated, carrying on a rich parish
tradition to look after the gardens to provide a hospitable environment
to all who visit the parish.

The garden was established with trees and plants
native or familiar to the area providing safety,
shelter and some food for the weary visitor; human
and other.
Our Forest Garden was commemorated during the Season of Creation
2020, amid the COVID-19 pandemic, when we learned again of our
frailty, and of our need to befriend nature in new ways.

I M P O R TA N T DAT E C L A I M E R

Sunday the 4th of Oct marked one year until the first session of Australia’s Plenary Council.

At Masses across the diocese we were asked to pray for our bishops, diocesan delegates and all those involved in this important
journey of reflection and discernment.
We pray for the Church in Australia:
As we continue to prepare for the Plenary Council in 2021 and into 2022 that we all continue to listen to the Spirit speaking through
each other as we pray for the Word of God to shine in our world.
Lord we pray.
Response: Holy Spirit, guide us.
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ENTIRE COLLEGE SINGS AS BUILDING
OPENS

Written by Ms Edna Galvin (College Principal)

At St Monica’s College, the Opening of the new Sister Madeline
Building on Friday, August 7 was a highlight of their 130 Year
Celebrations. Mr Michael Healy MP along with Most Reverend
Bishop James Foley and Mr Bill Dixon, Executive Director of
Catholic Education Services, were all involved. The ceremony
commenced with Ms Rosa Lanzo, Deputy Principal and MC, calling
all guests to gather.
The Welcome to Country was performed by Ms Henrietta Marrie
AM, an elder of the Gimuy Walubara Yidinji First Nation’s People,
followed by a traditional smoking ceremony by Mr Hendrick
Fourmile. Mr Carl Fourmile played the didgeridoo and Ms Jennifer
King, Indigenous Liaison Officer, guided Mr Hendrick Fourmile
through the building. Mr Michael Healy MP then addressed the
audience, on behalf of the State Government, and Mr Bill Dixon
responded from Catholic Education Services, Cairns.

College as the Principal. She was first appointed from 1933 to 1947;
she returned in 1952 to 1953, again in 1955; and finally, from 1957
until 1960.
Sister Madeline also taught at St. Rita’s School, in Babinda, and Mt.
St. Bernard College, in Herberton. She was one of the two Sisters
who started the secondary section of St. Monica’s College, so it is very
appropriate to name this building after her. She worked tirelessly
to educate young women – always dedicated and innovative in her
approach – with a brilliant mind and a calm manner – she was a
thorough educator.

The Bishop led everyone in a short liturgy as the entire student
group of just under 700 students filled the forecourt and along the
Sister Agnes Building’s levels to sing the College Song. As the song
commenced a group of distinguished guests walked with the Bishop
as he conducted the Official Blessing. The singing of the College
Song, by all the students and staff, was the highlight of the ceremony
and a most moving event.
Ms Galvin, Principal, then addressed the group before inviting the
College Captains, the Bishop and Mr Healy, to unveil the plaque. The
guests then retired to the Catherine McAuley Centre for the Official
cutting of the Celebration Cake by Sister Therese Masterson RSM,
Mr Michael Healy MP and the College Captains.
The college took this opportunity to present Bishop James with
gifts from both the college and the staff in gratitude of his long and
distinguished service to St. Monica’s College Community.
Sister Madeline (pictured) was a woman of her time, but her
generosity and service were timeless. Madeline Brady joined the
Sisters of Mercy in Cooktown in 1925 and took her final vows in
1931. She spent the majority of her teaching career at St. Monica’s
OCTOBER 2020 COVID 19 E-NEWSLETTER | EDITION 25
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WELCOME TO THE CAIRNS DIOCESE
Written by Sonia Maszak (CELC Manager)

We are excited to announce that Ms Kay Reyes (pictured) commenced in the position of Executive Director, Catholic
Early Learning and Care (CELC) on the 7th September 2020.
Kay brings with her an array of experience in the Early Childhood profession, with over 20 years’ experience in
various leadership roles as well as business and marketing strategy and marketing communications. Kay has worked
as a Regional Manager for Safe Kids in Daily Supervision in New Zealand for nine years and is Director of Reyes
Coffee Estate Pty. Ltd. since August 2018.
Kay is passionate about the childcare industry and is committed to the mission of the Church in this area. She will
provide a wealth of knowledge and support to the existing CELC team.
The team from Professional Standards joined our August
Nominated Supervisors’ meeting and conducted a group
Safeguarding Induction (pictured below). Our team were able to
ask questions and discuss information as required, developing a
more robust understanding of the Diocesan wide Safeguarding
Policy.

L-R: Bev Western, Sonia Maszak and Annette Hennebry
“The Diocese of Cairns, encompassing all of its entities, has
zero-tolerance for abuse of children or vulnerable persons. It is an
expectation that all staff and volunteers within the Diocese will strive
to ensure the protection and safeguarding of any and all vulnerable
persons.”
SAFEGUARDING IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY

ANOTHER VINCENTIAN STORY FROM
ST CLARE’S TULLY

Written by Davina Hickling (Membership and Development Officer Youth St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland, FNQ Diocesan Central
Council)
dignity who come to us when they truly needed us; they never give up
“Beryl” first established a relationship with the Conference in the
on their families and hold tight to a strong commitment of doing the
aftermath of Cyclone Yasi in 2011, when her life was impacted
right thing. We are limited with how we can sometimes respond to
by the disaster and further disrupted by health issues. The long
those seeking assistance, but when we are forced to be creative, we can
journey of recovery for Beryl meant seeking Conference support
move mountains.”
once a year to get herself over the financial line when various bills
came in at once.
The dignity and respect that was extended to Beryl during her
times of distress motivated her to volunteer at the local Vinnies
shop in Tully - a relationship that lasted 18 months.
As her own daughter became embattled with drug and alcohol
misuse, Beryl, in her late 50’s, assumed full custody of her 7
grandchildren and reached out once again to the Conference to
assist in furnishing a large house for everyone to call home.
To ensure dignity, the Conference supported two successive NILS
(No Interest Loans Scheme) applications for Beryl to purchase a
fridge and new bedroom furniture. The Conference only sees Beryl
now as she drives through town in her van filled with her healthy
and happy grandchildren.
Conference President, Lou Crema explains, “These are people with
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St Clare’s Conference Tully Members with Fr Kerry Costigan
(front row on the left) visiting priest

NEWMAN CATHOLIC COLLEGE PROGRESSES…

Written by Caitlin Francis (Digital Media Officer Catholic Education Services)
Development of Cairns’ newest secondary school is progressing
through its major milestones, with funding for the highly anticipated
project approved. The almost $15 million funding announcement
by Barron River MP Craig Crawford in August means Stage 1 of
Newman Catholic College will soon go to tender. A nationwide
search for a foundation principal has also started.
The college, co-located with James Cook University at Smithfield, is
the first Catholic school in Australia to be located within a university
precinct.“As new schools go, this one is particularly exciting because it
brings into play a range of additional benefits arising from its location
and its relationship with JCU,” said Cairns Catholic Education
Services Executive Director Bill Dixon.
“We’ve been looking at ways we can extend the benefits of this partnership
to all our students in all our colleges and this has implications for our
recruitment of graduate teachers, staff professional development,
education research, extension and mentoring opportunities for our
students, and transition programs.”
“Even at this early stage it is apparent that there are some very
significant advantages that will flow from this partnership.”
The first development phase will include the construction of a four-

level building of MP Craig Crawford, Bill Dixon and students from Holy
approximately Cross School at the Newman Catholic College site
7 , 0 0 0 m ²
containing
five
design
technology
classrooms,
four science lab
classrooms, a
library and the
administration
area, as well as
an indoor PE
court. The funding will also provide circulation and collaboration
areas, car parks and traffic infrastructure.
A builder will be appointed soon after the tender process has closed,
and Newman Catholic College will be shovel-ready to commence
construction in late 2020. Stage 1 is due for completion in December
2021 so that the college will be ready to receive students in January
2022.
It will initially open with a Year 7 cohort and add a new year level
every following year to be a full Year 7-12 secondary college in 2027.
Cairns Catholic Education Services Director of School Effectiveness
(Secondary) Andrea O’Brien said local consultation in the northern
beaches community and further afield had demonstrated enormous
interest and support for the college.“We have long had waiting
lists for our Cairns-located secondary colleges,” she said. “Current
expressions of interest for Year 7 places suggest we will easily achieve
total enrolments of 750 - 800 students when Newman Catholic College
is complete in 2027.”
“Our approach has been to bring the community with us on this
journey through our consultative process and the work of the college’s
community consultative committee and our engagement with the
university community.”

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
RETURNS TO BUPA AGED CARE RESIDENTS
Written by Peter Buckley (West Cairns Parish parishioner)

Living with the restrictions, rules and regulations that have
necessarily been part of our parish response to the COVID-19
pandemic is now second-nature to us during our participation
in Sunday and weekday Masses. The many “new ways” of doing
things to keep each other safe in these times and to ensure our
community thrives are all in place and effectively in practice. We
eagerly anticipate the time when restrictions are relaxed, and parish
life can once again return to its former freedoms and celebrations.

twelve residents who were able to attend and also to the assisting
Pastoral Care Staff and Volunteers.
While the fortnightly Eucharist Liturgies are still not possible at this
stage, we look forward to the monthly celebration of Mass with the
residents.

With the experience we have gained, and with the input and
support of a training session presented by the Pastoral Support
Services Team and the assistance provided by the Bupa staff, it
has been possible to recommence the monthly celebration of the
Eucharist at Bupa Aged Care Cairns in Swallow Street.
Because of the extra vigilance required in aged care residences, it
has been many months since this has been possible. The occasion
was warmly welcomed by our parishioners, who are residents there.
On September 14 Father Frank Gordon celebrated the Eucharist.
Also, he ministered the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick to the
OCTOBER 2020 COVID 19 E-NEWSLETTER | EDITION 25
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AWARD AUSTRALIA NOMINATIONS FOR
CENTACARE FNQ

Written by Astrid Murray (Communications Officer)

Centacare FNQ is delighted to have had two projects – School Savvy
FNQ and Our Place #wearecairnswest, nominated for the Awards
Australia Community Group of the Year Award!
School Savvy is a Centacare FNQ initiative, which facilitates access
to school uniforms and school supplies, for children in families
struggling financially in the busy back to school period, at the start
of the school year.
The initiative started in 2016 with the aim being to recycle preloved uniforms and stationery supplies. However, in reality, School
Savvy has distributed not only pre-loved goods but also an estimated
$25,000 worth of donated new supplies, in each year of operation.
School Savvy would not be possible without the support of a major
partner, Vinnes (St Vincent de Paul) and the help of the community.
Centacare Executive Director Anita Veivers said, “We are very
proud to say that since School Savvy began, the initiative has spread
to Rockhampton where Centacare CQ has opened three pop-up shops
in Rockhampton, Yeppoon and Mount Morgan. This year we welcome
Centacare NQ in Townsville.”
Centacare FNQ has facilitated the Our Place project; an assetbased, community-driven project since 2018. The project, based in
Cairns West, has enabled the creation of spaces and opportunities

for communities from diverse backgrounds to have conversations,
create connections, build relationships and grow social initiatives.
During the Covid-19 pandemic, this project became a vital tool
supporting community safety and wellbeing. The projects key
community partners, collaborated immediately to ensure that
everyone in the community was receiving crucial health and
education messages and could access and identify community
supports when needed. A range of stakeholders delivered wellbeing
checks on high-risk community members ensuring information was
easy to access and in over seven languages, including AUSLAN. This
initiative has played a pivotal role in ensuring zero COVID-19 cases
across our humanitarian entrant communities locally.
Anita Veivers, Executive Director of Centacare FNQ said, “One of
the biggest successes of the Our Place project is the connection people
are making with others in the community. Some very exciting local
initiatives have come from these connections beginning to take shape.
The project really focuses on whole-of-community cohesion and
connection, with initiatives driven and designed by locals.”
The Awards Australia submissions closed on Friday the 14th of
August and judging began on Tuesday 29th of September with
Awards to be presented in November.

BLESSED LAND AT ST ANDREW’S COLLEGE

Written by Adam McCormick (Media & Marketing Coordinator)

Week 2 of Term 3 at the college saw Carl Fourmile (traditional owner of the land) accompany Bishop James Foley and Fr Neil Muir, to
conduct a smoking and blessing ceremony on the ground where our new buildings are being built. Senior school leaders and Dr. Sean
Mangan (Principal) also had the opportunity to attend the ceremony, along with a number of guests.
Smoking ceremonies are an ancient custom among Aboriginal Australians in which native plants are burnt to produce smoke and
acknowledge the ancestors and pay respect to the land, waters and
sea of country. The smoke is believed to have healing and cleansing
properties.
As the college’s student enrolments continue to grow, St. Andrew’s
Catholic College has embarked on an exciting new building
program for senior students. The new buildings will facilitate new
contemporary classrooms, Science/STEM laboratories, Pottery
and Textiles facilities.
A big thank you to all the guests and those who attended. It
was quite a unique opportunity to witness both blessings and
experience the spirituality attached to this ritual.
8

CAIRNS DIOCESAN NEWS

Bishop James Foley Blessing the Land with school captains
looking on

LAUNCH OF AUSTRALIAN RELIGIOUS
RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE (ARRCC)

Written by Rev Neil Forgie

On Sunday morning, September 6th, the bells of St.
Monica’s, together with a variety of handbells and
gongs, rang out together to sound the alarm on global
warming.
As part of the Launch of the Australian Religious
Response to Climate Change (ARRCC) in Cairns, the
action was inspired by the efforts of people of Faith
around Australia.
ARRCC is a nationwide organisation of people from
different religions and faiths, who are committed to
action on climate change.
It was formed in 2007 and now has affiliated groups
in capital cities and some regional centres, the latest
one now in Cairns. ARRCC recognises that climate
change is not only a scientific, environmental, economic
and political issue – it is also a profoundly moral and
spiritual one.
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ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH AND PRIMARY
SCHOOL’S SACRED ROCK
Written by Michelle Hall (Assistant Principal Religious Education)

Recently, St Augustine’s School staff joined Fr Joby for an official
blessing of the new Sacred Rock near the church in Mossman. The
scripture on the rock is from Psalm 18.2 “The Lord is my rock, my
fortress, my deliverer, my God, my stronghold. In Him, I am safe”. On
the other side is the Mercy Cross a symbol of importance of the St
Augustine’s Mercy tradition.
The Sacred Rock has various interpretations. For example, it
represents God is strong and will always be there for us. It ties us to
Country as it is sourced from our local Kuku Yalanji area.
This Rock reminds us when Jesus needed time to pray alone, or
when others like Moses needed to hear the Word of God on Mount
Sinai, they would travel up the mountain to be closer to God.
Peter, James and John observed the Transfiguration of our Lord (Matthew 17:1-13) and they heard Jesus was the Son of God when they
reached the mountain top. Furthermore, people in Ancient Times lived along the side of mountains for protection and safety.
Students, parents, and staff are enjoying celebrating class liturgies and our Lifelong Learner awards at our Sacred Rock.
Please visit our Sacred Rock located between the Church and the school’s junior playground.

Fr Joby with all the staff members at St Augustine’s Primary School

RELAY FOR LIFE

Written by Harrison Oats, Year 11
Cancer has touched the lives of many members of the St Augustine’s College community. So, every year,
without fail, the college supports two teams participating in the Cancer Council’s annual Relay for Life and
raises much-needed funds that help support cancer patients and the quest for a cure.
Unfortunately, this year’s event has had to be scaled back considerably, due to the present pandemic. Gone
are the laps around Barlow Park until early in the morning, replaced by a small, live-streamed event to take
place in October.
This did not dissuade twenty-nine students. Guided by the steady hand of our Director of Mission Mrs
Cross, a Saints-style Relay for Life was held on Saturday, August 29 as a prelude to the October event.
The day kicked off with a reflection and dedication to family and friends
who have succumbed to cancer, marked by cards and the lighting of
candles. The cerise and blue baton, made by Levi Thompson in Year 11, was
unveiled and, at 9 am sharp, the group set off on their epic journey.
Small groups took turns participating in fun activities such as basketball
shoot-outs, tug o’ wars, and obstacle courses, while the baton and students
continued around the 400-metre course. Some students even ran marathon
distances.
The team walked 1575 laps (603km) and have so far raised $5021 for the
Cancer Council. While a standard Relay for Life is not an option this year,
St Augustine’s continues the fight for hope and a cure.
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AN INTERESTING LIFE EXPERIENCE
Written by Richard Leonard SJ

Richard Leonard SJ is Director
of the Australian Catholic Office
for Film and Broadcasting. This
article is an extract from his new
book What Are We Waiting For?
Finding Meaning in Advent and
Christmas.
Before I became a Jesuit, I was a
diocesan seminarian, and during
the Christmas holidays, I worked
in the pastoral care department
of a big Catholic public hospital.
At a Christmas party, I met the
charge nurse of the maternity
ward. Pleading that because I was
a celibate I would never be at a
birth, I enquired if I might be allowed to come and see’.
The charge nurse thought that would be fine. Six weeks later, I got
the call. Apparently, a student priest watching a person have a baby
is not an easy sell! However, Mary was sixteen, had been dumped
by her nineteen-year-old boyfriend and shunned by her family. A
kindly seminarian was better than no one at all.

fair. She took an interest in Benny and his brothers. She was able
to arrange for a scholarship for each of them. Sister only had to go
to Mary’s home once to demand that the boys got out of bed, were
fed, cleaned, dressed, taken to school on time, and later did their
homework. It paid off.
Benjamin was a good student and Sister Francis Xavier despaired
that Mary would be sending him to the local high school. It had
a terrible reputation. Sister enrolled all the boys for scholarships
to a Christian Brothers High School. On their own merits, Benny,
and his brothers in turn, won a place. Sister wins a place in heaven.
Benny is a physiotherapist, Daniel is an accountant, Kai is a social
worker, and Noah is a nurse. He has just finished obstetrics.
Mary works at the local supermarket. Twenty years ago, I received
her and Tommy into the Catholic Church and married them in the
eyes of God. She now volunteers at the St Vincent de Paul’s local
hostel for homeless women. Some of them are 16 years old and
pregnant.
From a complex conception, a messy birth, a willing midwife, and
a vulnerable baby, extraordinary goodness has flowed from one
generation to the next.

On arrival at the maternity ward, I did an ante-natal
class 101 in ten minutes. All sorts of commands were
barked at me: - hold Mary’s hand; - when the midwife
tells Mary to push and keep it coming, keep it coming,
keep it coming’ - you say it too; - don’t get in the road;
- and don’t faint!
Mary and I met six hours into her labour, which
was an unusual circumstance within which to meet
your birthing partner.’ She had very little small talk,
maybe because she had no breath at all. From my vast
experience of childbirth, I thought everything was
going along swimmingly until the doctor arrived to
perform an episiotomy. If you don’t know what that
is, you don’t want to, and I wish I never did. I swear
before God that analgesia would have been invented
centuries earlier if men had to go through all of this.
We would go on epidurals in the sixth month.
The baby arrived minutes later. Mary wept. She
had very good cause to weep. I wept for no good
reason, and the charge nurse wept because I was
weeping. There is something so primal and human
about the moment of birth that it bonds us to each
other. Friendship born in the trenches took on a new
meaning for me.
After the tears came the laughter and joy. The reality
of Mary’s tough situation was happily postponed.
On discharge, Mary asked me to baptize the baby.
I couldn’t. I was a long way from being ordained a
deacon. I arranged for a priest friend to do it and
became Benjamin Michael’s godfather. I have stayed
in touch with them for the last 30 years. Mary went
on to have three more boys to three different fathers.
Tommy, the last dad, is now her devoted husband.
When he was four, I got Benjamin into the local
Catholic primary school where the principal was
Sr. Mary Francis Xavier. She was formidable but
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SAVE THE DATE!
DECEMBER 5TH-8TH, 2020
QUINOLA LAKES - MALANDA
REGISTRATION: $120 - INCLUDES
ACCOMMODATION, FOOD AND PROGRAM
For Expression of Interest
Please email: admin@reachyouth.org.au
or call 0429475825
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COMMUNAL DISCERNMENT – WHAT IS THAT?
Written by Sharon O’Keefe (Director Identity and Outreach Catholic Education Services)
(Chair ‘A Joyful, Hope-filled & Servant Community’ Discernment and Writing Group)

We are aware that the Plenary Council of Australia has used the practice of communal discernment. But
what is this?
Communal discernment invites all members of a community to invite God into decision-making processes
through prayer, deep listening and openness to the Spirit.
St Ignatius (who inspired Ignatian Spirituality that underpins Pope Francis’ faith) helped us “touch bottom,”
as it were; to enter the depths of our hearts in order to find the work of the Spirit, who is the most reliable
source of inspiration for the right decision about what is important.
Only the Spirit knows the Will of God, and only in the Spirit do we have any hope of finding it ourselves.
Ignatian spirituality, therefore, is a spirituality that cannot be exercised through ‘administrative’ relationships.
It requires that closeness that can facilitate the great decisions in which we risk our own identity and on
which we can build the future.
In this process, we acknowledge that nothing important ‘just happens.’ To become sensitive to and
perceptive of, the work and gifts of God in our hearts, requires education and training in interiority: the
capacity to feel, sense, and perceive the movements of our heart. In our Catholic context and in the words
of Archbishop Timothy Costello (Perth), it means that ‘the process of discernment requires those voices to be
considered in the light of Sacred Scripture, the living tradition of the Catholic Church, magisterial teachings
and our evolving understanding of matters like leadership and governance – often gained from our ministries
and the broader community.’
We ask for God’s vision, dedication and wisdom so that, in our time, we too can do something worthy of
those first Christian Disciples who gave themselves unconditionally to Christ and created a new way of
service.
Figure 1 The step-by-step process of an artwork unfolding is something that
surprises even us who are the creators, as we tend to forget the stages and
doubts, to arrive at something we could not have envisaged in detail when we
commenced the journey. Jesuit.org.au

Mercy Health Aged Care
a safer choice

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS...
• How can I be involved in the Plenary
Council 2020 process?
• Where is the nearest Church to me?
• How do I contact a celebrant for a Baptism,
Wedding or Funeral?
• What is the story behind the Cathedral
Windows?
Visit the www.cairns.catholic.org.au website
to find answers to these questions
and learn more about the Diocese of Cairns and its parishes.

Mercy Health is a leading Catholic provider of health,
aged care and community services.
Our history and future is based on responding to
the most significant needs of the time.
The highly qualified teams at our Mercy Place aged care
homes will provide you with personal and tailored care.
Enquire at one of our local Mercy Place aged care homes today:
Westcourt 4031 6977

Woree 4054 5544

residential-care.mercyhealth.com.au
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We assist you with:
Achieving Pregnancy | Managing return to fertility after pregnancy
Managing fertility during breastfeeding | Spacing future Pregnancies
Email: admin@nfscairns.org | Phone: (07) 40 417 365 | www.nfscairns.org

Suite 3, 195 Abbott Street, Cairns PO Box 625, QLD 4870

Committed to educating the general public in fertility and sexuality awareness

DOCEMUS AWARDS NIGHT IN COVID-19
TIMES

Written by Kathryn Dryden (Digital Media Officer Catholic Education Services)
Staff and volunteers were last month acknowledged for their
significant contributions to the Cairns Diocese. The annual
Docemus and Spirit of Catholic Education (SOCE) awards night
was held on September 9 and live-streamed due to COVID-safe
restrictions.
The Docemus Awards Meaning ‘to teach’, celebrate the
commitment, achievement, and contribution to Catholic
Education by staff, volunteers and supporters. The SOCE Awards
are an acknowledgement of outstanding service by recipients
nominated from Dioceses across Queensland.
Congratulations to all recipients:
• Early Career Teacher – Julia Honnef (Docemus) St Rita’s
School, South Johnstone
• Leadership – Antoinette Cole (Docemus & SOCE) Consultant
Formation - First Nations, Catholic Education Services (CES),
Cairns

•

Primary Teacher – Renee Grima (Docemus) St Gerard Majella
Primary School, Woree
• School Officer – Helena Tutoe (Docemus) St Mary’s Catholic
College, Woree
• Secondary Teacher – Andrea O’Grady (Docemus) St Mary’s
Catholic College, Woree
• Volunteer – Warren Dunn (Docemus) St Augustine’s and St
Monica’s Colleges, Cairns
• Lifelong – Sr Therese Masterson (Docemus) St Monica’s
College, Cairns
• Primary Teacher - Madonna Lawrence (SOCE) St Joseph’s
School, Atherton
Please click on the below link for more detailed information on
the recipients. https://www.cns.catholic.edu.au/outstandingcontributors-to-cairns-catholic-education/

Docemus Awards Recipients - Back Row L-R Helena Tutoe, Sr Therese Masterson, Bill Dixon, Andrea O’Grady, Warren Dunn
Front Row L-R Julia Honnef, Antoinette Cole, Renee Grima

FIRST CONSULTATION FREE

Tax returns prepared and lodged from $55

onetax.com.au

Accountants & Tax Agent
Email: ajj@onetax.com.au
Office: 10/182 Grafton Street Cairns Qld 4870
Telephone: 07 5641 1495 Mobile: 0419 255 078
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HAPPENINGS ACR

A BURNING BUSH

MISSION TREE
BEARING FRUIT

This photo was taken by Cathedral
parishioner Felix Imhof. When he
emailed this photo to the Bishop’s office,
he remarked. “It is not from Egypt nor
the desert but a recent early morning
inspiration from the Yellow Arrow at Mt.
Whitfield. I was amazed and somehow
stunned to see a burning tree in the
rainforest”. Exodus 3:2

St Joseph’s Catholic Parish at
Parramatta Park, one of the Mission
Trees, planted last year for Catholic
Mission’s Extraordinary Missionary
Month celebrations is now starting to
fruit with some mulberries! That’s less
than 1-year showing fruits of mission.

EARLVILLE PARISH CELEBRATES
Written by Sr Rovena Duffy RSM
On Friday 14th August a group of Earlville parishioners gathered together
at The Brothers Leagues Club to celebrate some significant dates.
Father Martin Kenny reached the milestone of forty years as an ordained
priest on 5th July. Val Cooper, on behalf of the Earlville Parish, presented
him with a framed Papal Blessing to commemorate this occasion. We
pray that he may continue to minister to his flock for many years to come.
On 10th April Sister Brigid Foley RSM turned the grand old age of
ninety. Because of COVID-19 restrictions, celebrations were put on hold.
However, in an earlier, scaled-down, COVID-19 restricted celebration,
Sister Brigid received a Papal Blessing, again presented by Father Martin
and Val Cooper on behalf of the Earlville Parish.
It was good to be able to gather even with a limited number and rejoice as a parish celebrating these joyous and blessed occasions.
May God continue to bless us as a parish and may Father Martin have health and happiness in the years ahead.

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF THE CHAIN 2020
Written by Rena Ceola
2020 was to be the 60th Anniversary of the Feast of Our Lady of The
Chain in Mareeba. Instead, it was the quietest celebration in the history
of the Feast. Due to COVID-19 restrictions whereby only 60 people
were allowed in the Church of St Thomas of Villanova Mareeba, a
Mass was celebrated at the usual time of 2.30 pm and attended by
Committee Members only.
The Mass was Live Streamed through the Feast Facebook page, and
anyone wanting to watch the Mass can do so on the Facebook page or
YouTube.
God willing, we will be able to celebrate 60 years of our Feast in 2021.

MORNING MASS AT CORAL SEA GARDENS RETIREMENT VILLAGE
Written by Anita Lundie (Editorial Staff)
Fr Pat McKenna has been saying Mass at Mercy Place Westcourt since he retired from active parish work.
When COVID-19 restrictions were imposed back in March, Holy Spirit Chapel was closed.
When restrictions eased, Holy Spirit Chapel remained closed. So Fr Pat McKenna (pictured) began saying
morning Mass in the Coral Sea Gardens Chapel. Just ten people, including Fr McKenna, attend the Mass.
Back in August Jenny Flood (Marriage Tribunal) and Anita (Bishop’s House administration) and Eileen
Lander a resident at Farnorha and long time employee of the diocese attended Mass on a Tuesday and
Thursday for a couple of weeks.
Eileen was very grateful to have both ladies accompany her to Mass and afterwards enjoyed a cuppa with
some of the ladies from Coral Sea Gardens.
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ROSS THE DIOCESE
GARDEN PARTY FAREWELLS

Written by Theresa Wallwork (Cathedral parishioner)

Recently two garden parties were held on the lawn between the Cathedral and Bishop’s
House to farewell Murray Greene, long time Cathedral sacristan and Verger and Estelle
Kingsley for her seventeen years of service as a housekeeper at Bishop’s House.

L-R: Sr Therese Masterson, Murray Greene
and Estelle Kingsley

During his time at the Cathedral, Murray played host for many baptism, weddings, funerals
and concerts. He also kept an eye on the day-to-day running of the Cathedral. On behalf
of the people of the Cathedral parish, Bishop James thanked Murray for his loyalty and
his quiet, welcoming manner in getting things done. Murray will be moving from the
Cathedral parish out to the Northern
Beaches parish. We wish Murray all the
very best in his new life.

Morning tea with a gathering of family,
staff and clergy celebrated Estelle’s 17
years of service to Bishop’s House. Firstly as a support to the previous housekeeper and
then taking on the day-to-day running of the house.
She prepared and served many dinners, some small, some upwards of 25 people. Duties
also included laundry and cleaning and her care of Bishop James, and diocesan clergy.
Estelle also joined the clergy for a celebration lunch, which she did not have to prepare.

Estelle with ladies from the Bishop’s House
Estelle will continue to be seen about the Cathedral precinct where she will continue her wearing Estelle’s home made aprons.
support of the Cathedral parish as one of its sacristans. We thank Estelle and wish her all the
very best in using the many hours she now has available to her in her retirement.

PRAY WITH THE POPE VIA ZOOM
Written by Anna Jimenez (Catholic Mission Director Cairns)

The Jimenez Family started a Zoom prayer session
every Wednesday following the invitation from
Pope Francis to recite the Holy Rosary during
May.
The routine created a family tradition to support
the Holy Father’s Worldwide Prayer Network by
praying and using the resources from clicktopray.org. This mobile app
is also available as a website.
The family allocates 15-30 minutes each Wednesday to pray for the
Pope’s universal intentions for the month. For October, being the month
of the Rosary and the month when the universal church celebrates
World Mission Sunday, the family will recite the World Mission Rosary
to give thanks and pray for the world’s missionary activities.

SVDP MEMBERS WELCOMED AT ST
AUGUSTINE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL,
MOSSMAN
Written by Davina Hickling (Membership and Development
Officer Youth St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland, FNQ
Diocesan Central Council)
St Augustine’s Primary School celebrated their inaugural Mini
Vinnies team with a Commissioning Assembly on 31st July.
With support from St Vincent de Paul Conference members,
Sylvia Bellero and Liz Trewick, the mini vinnies team also enjoyed
brainstorming ideas on how to best serve their communities through
love, hope, justice, faith and dignity. We are looking forward to the
innovative ways that the students will put their faith into action.

All are welcome to join. For more information or to obtain the Zoom
meeting details, please feel free to contact Julia Jimenez via email:
juliaanastashajimenez@gmail.com.

STAINED GLASS AT ST MARY’S
PORT DOUGLAS

Recently, the glass behind the altar at St Mary’s Church in Port
Douglas was replaced by recycling some of the red glass from St
Monica’s Cathedral. The
design of the glass is replicated
from the Tabernacle of St
Mary’s Church and the image
represents the flames of the
Spirit. This beautiful work
was completed by Massoud
Jalilehvand from Cairns Glass
Visions.

Mini Vinnies team with L-R Back Row Davina Hickling, Sylvia
Bellero (President Good Shepherd Conference, Port Douglas) and
Elizabeth Trewick (member Good Shepherd Conference)
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A ST AUGUSTINE’S COLLEGE FORMAL WITH
A DIFFERENCE
Written by Jack Miller, Year 12

A rare event in the pandemic-challenged
social scene took place on Wednesday,
August 5 when the senior class of St
Augustine’s College, with generous
lashings of style and panache, returned
momentarily to days of yore. Although
the college formal was notably different
from previous incarnations, it was all
the more memorable because of these
differences.
No change, however, occurred to the
obligatory pre-formal photos. Students
and their partners were captured at
various locations around Cairns – the
Esplanade, the Botanic Gardens and,
of course, Cairns Wharf, where vintage
cars jostled cheek by jowl with sleek
modern wheels to stand out from the
crowd.
The majestic mountains overlooking
Trinity Inlet provided a perfect
background for paparazzi parents
admiring their sons and partners as
they mingled in the sensational Cairns
sunshine. Chauffeured to the college, they were greeted with wild applause by the school’s boarders who formed a vocal cheer squad for the
couples as they strolled across the red carpet. Following sage advice from Harry Winston who said, “People will stare. Make it worth their while”
– each couple would easily have graced the who’s who pages.
The guests were then transported by bus to a spectacular COVID-safe location at Yorkey’s Knob - a decorated barn, the Sugar Shed, which
many students remarked, “Could not have been more unforgettably Queensland”. Crisp tablecloths were in stark contrast to corrugated iron
walls, an earthen floor and the enveloping green of the surrounding cane fields. This contrast did not detract from but instead augmented
the formal experience. After all, the
host of the venue, Czek Kersevani, a
notable old-boy teacher, had made
every possible adjustment to produce a
modern venue.
Ochre Restaurant not only transformed
the shed, which one might have easily
mistaken for a hip New York restaurant
but catered an outstanding threecourse menu, in which the classical
Australian cuisine complemented the
uniquely Cairns venue and was praised
by guests. Traditional formalities were
also enjoyed, with the notable exception
of dancing which was, unfortunately,
disallowed due to restrictions.
“When you’re given lemons, make lemon
souffle.” This was obviously the guiding
attitude for principal Mr Matthew
Brennan, head of Year 12 Mr Andrew
Dorahy and their team when planning
the formal. As a result, it was the most
memorable and, perhaps, one of the
best the school has ever seen.
Let’s hope that next year dancing and
the other iconic elements may return
with the eradication of the pandemic.
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OUR PLACE PROJECT HELPS THE REFUGEE
COMMUNITY MAINTAIN ZERO COVID-19
CASES LOCALLY
Written by Astrid Murray (Communications Officer)

Since 2018, Centacare FNQ has been facilitating
Our Place - a federally funded, assets based and
community driven project which aims to build
on the strength and resilience of the community.
The project is based in the Cairns West suburbs
of Manoora, Manunda and Mooroobool, suburbs
rich in cultural diversity comprising Aboriginal,
Torres Strait Islander as well as settled and emerging
migrant and refugee background communities.
Over the past two years, the Our Place project has
enabled the creation of spaces and opportunities for
diverse communities to have conversations, create
meaningful connections, build relationships and
grow sustainable social initiatives.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the project
became a vital tool for supporting community
safety and wellbeing. As the community went into
lockdown, the Our Place project team had to adapt
to an online environment quickly. As a result, the
Our Place #wearecairnswest Facebook page became a vital platform
to share community announcements as well as a place to connect
and celebrate.
The project’s key community partners included neighbourhood
centres, Cairns Safer Streets Taskforce, local primary and high
schools, community and faith-based organisations. All groups
collaborated immediately to ensure that everyone was receiving
crucial health and education messages and could access and identify
community supports when needed.
A range of stakeholders delivered wellbeing checks to high-risk
community members ensuring information was easy to access and
available in over seven languages including AUSLAN, Torres Strait
Creole, Nepali, Swahili, Kinyarwanda, Burmese and French.
With the most intense period of the lockdown being over the Easter
long weekend, faith leaders from across Cairns West were able to

send messages of hope, comfort and guidance to the whole of the
community at a much-needed time.
Centacare is proud to say, this collaborative community response
has, without doubt, played a pivotal role in ensuring zero COVID-19
cases across our refugee communities locally.
Centacare FNQ Executive Director Anita Veivers said, “The strategy
we have implemented during the recent lockdown has worked really
well to ensure the safety and wellbeing of some of our most vulnerable
members of the community. We are confident that we have the
processes now in place so, if a similar situation to that currently being
seen in Victoria was to develop here, we are ready to respond and
support our refugee communities straight away.”
The Our Place project continues to offer a digital platform for
interactive community engagement with ongoing community
projects and groups including the Multicultural Fashion
Extravaganza, Musical Cohesion and Dynamic Young Leaders
program.
An exciting aspect of the project is the
coming together of cultures and the
broadening of community understanding.
Through our partnership with Marc
Harbrow from Harbrow Mentoring, a
local Yirriganydji Saltwater man, the
project has also had the opportunity to
showcase local Indigenous knowledge
and culture.
Overall, the Our Place project continues
to support an incredible level of
community reach and engagement, with
over 13,000 people interacting with the
digital platform throughout March &
April 2020. The Centacare FNQ, Our
Place project, continues to play a critical
role in the successful settlement of newly
arrived migrants in the Cairns region.
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MALANDA EVENT FOR CAIRNS DIOCESAN
CURSILLO MOVEMENT

Written by Maria Mezes (Secretary)

Cairns Diocesan Cursillo Movement members (Cursillistas) gathered
on Saturday 12th September in Malanda as part of their regular monthly
community meeting (Ultreya).
Cursillistas, Frank Mumme and Mitch Humphries organised the day
which started with a Mass celebrated by Fr. Barry Craig at St. James
Catholic Church, Malanda. The group then moved across to beautiful
Malanda Falls for a delicious BBQ lunch which was followed by the
Ultreya.
Cursillistas from Millaa Millaa, Malanda, Atherton Cairns, Mareeba
and Innisfail were in attendance. The Ultreya included songs of praise,
prayer, bible readings and sharing. Cursillista, Denis Symons, shared
the inspiring and moving witness story of his journey to faith in Jesus.

The monthly Ultreyas provide the opportunity for Cursillistas to gather
together to support each person’s faith life and to nurture friendships.
Planning is well advanced for the next Catholic Cursillo Retreat
weekend with a booking at the Genazzano Retreat Centre on Lake
Tinaroo confirmed for the Labour Day long weekend in May 2021. The
retreat will start on Friday night 30th April and run through to 3 pm,
Monday 3rd May.
Attending a Cursillo weekend has been life-changing for many
attendees. This short course in Christian Community living is at the
heart of the Cursillo Movement. The program comprises inspirational
and informative talks; meditations; praise and worship and presents a
specific methodology for deepening and living out our Christian faith,
even in what appears to be an ever-increasingly secular world.
It’s ideal for all Catholics; couples or singles seeking to take some time
out from their busy lives to reconnect with Jesus on a more intimate
level and to deepen their faith life.
There is a cost for the weekend to cover accommodation and meals.
As a bonus, Cairns diocesan school teachers who attend the weekend
can claim eight hours ‘In-service’ recognition by their participation.
If you would like to register for the May 2021 Retreat or wish for further
information, please email the Secretary, Maria Mezes on mmezes15@
gmail.com or call 0422 585 744.
Further information and the history of the Cursillo Movement is
available by visiting: Australian Catholic Cursillo Movement www.
cursillo.asn.au or www.cairns.catholic.org.au
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VINNIES SLEEPOUT AT ST STEPHEN’S
COLLEGE MAREEBA
Written by Ms Janai Sugars (Assistant Principal Religious Education)

As part of our Catholic Education Week celebrations, around 50 students had a small taste of what sleeping rough would be like at the Vinnies
School Sleepout on Friday 7 August. While gathering together for activities on a Friday night may sound like a fun slumber party, it was an act
of solidarity with the thousands of Australians who experience homelessness each night.
Through the sleepout experience, the students learned that people experiencing homelessness face complex issues and that homelessness
is more than being without somewhere comfortable to sleep. For some students, the act of sleeping out revealed how homelessness affects
an individual’s ability to meet their most basic needs such as privacy or health, impacting them emotionally, physically, psychologically,
financially and socially.
The students and staff voluntarily gave up the comfort of home and their Friday evening to place themselves in the uncomfortable position
of sleeping on the concrete outside the classrooms. An instant noodle dinner and a thin piece of cardboard for a bed were reminders of the
realities that more than 105,000 Australians face each evening.
Students particularly struggled with issues of noise and lack of
privacy, facing distractions well into the night. These disruptions to
sleep became even more apparent in the morning when students had
to continue with their weekend commitments such as schoolwork,
part-time jobs and chores. For those who participated, this
highlighted some unexpected consequences of sleeping rough like
it affects a person’s wellbeing and their ability to learn and interact
with others long-term.
Students left the sleepout with a better understanding of the issue of
homelessness and empathy for those who are experiencing it. The
students also gained sponsorship from family, friends and peers for
rising to the challenge and raised over $300.00 in donations to the St
Vincent de Paul Society. This money goes towards giving a ‘hand up’
to those experiencing hardship in our community.

Why use Joe Vella Insurance Brokers?

We’ll save you time and money and give you peace of mind!
Like many things in life, not all insurance policies are created equally. Your JVIB broker will read the fine print for you, compare quotes for
you and make sure that the policy they recommend is right for you. And should the need for a claim arise, JVIB will be there to guide you.
CAIRNS Level 1, 108 Mulgrave Rd, Cairns

(07) 4040 4444

MAREEBA 113 Byrnes St, Mareeba

jvib@jvib.com.au

ATHERTON Unit 1/1-3 Mabel St, Atherton

www.jvib.com.au
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UPDATE FROM MISSIONARIES

Adapted by Anna Jimenez, Diocesan Director - Catholic Mission (From Mission Matters, Weekly Catholic Mission Staff Newsletter)

Myanmar: Mazzarello Vocational Training Center
Grants Certificate Of Completion To Its First Group
Of Trainees
On July 31,
2020, the Salesian Sisters of
7 Mile, Yangon, Mary Our
Help Province Cambodia
Myanmar,
consigned
Certificates of completion
to seventeen young girls
of Mazzarello Vocational
Training Center.
“Let us come before Him with thanksgiving and extol Him with music
and song” (Ps. 95: 2) resounded in the grateful hearts of the young girls
standing proudly as they hold their Certificate. They have successfully
completed the Housekeeping and Food Production Course for
the school year 2019 – 2020 despite the challenges the COVID 19
pandemic posed to the girls to conclude their one-year training. Now,
they are looking forward to a bright future as they immerse themselves
in the world of work.
The
“Mazzarello
VTC”
provides the young girls
at risk who are interested
in the Home Food and
Management training that
orients them for employment
in the restaurants and hotels
in the onetime capital city of
Myanmar “Yangon”. Hotels
and restaurants are growing and multiplying in number. The Sisters
are taking advantage of the opportunity to provide skills training for
the dropouts from high schools in some places to find a decent job
and live a good life in society which will help pull them out of poverty.
The seventeen girls of this first batch are from seven Dioceses and
two regions. Their one-year course equipped them with professional
skills, such as housekeeping, preparation of Thai and Chinese cuisine,
Myanmar dessert, coffee and soft drinks, various kinds of bread
making, cookies and cakes.
The Sisters not only offer them professional skills to secure themselves
a good job, but they also impart to them Value Formation, Personality
development and Religious Instruction.
The graduation ceremony took place on July 31, 2020. It was
attended by the FMA of St. John Bosco Community. From the
outset, the students expressed their love and gratitude to their
teachers, through songs and dances. The Provincial Sr. Jessica
Salvaña, FMA, in her speech encouraged them to live out what
they have learned from the center, and most importantly, the values
imparted to them. Moreover, she assured them that the door of their
training center is always open to welcome them when they need a
listening presence to unburden their hearts. Especially when life
becomes challenging and tough, the Sisters will always be glad to
lend a listening ear and support to them with advice and prayers.
GHANA: St Vincent’s College of Education Update
Catholic Mission’s project St Vincent’s College of
Education is on track to be completed by September.
The final fittings and furniture have been added to the classroom
block which will be open for classes next semester.
The 800-capacity auditorium has had the roofing structure completed
and should start adding the doors and the roofing to the building
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shortly. Dr Erasmus is pleased with
how well the project has managed to
progress, especially during Covid-19
restrictions. He hopes that the new
facilities will provide a platform for
empowering teachers to promote
better education systems across
Northern Ghana.
Ethiopia - Emdibir Farming Project
The situation in Ethiopia is improving slightly; however, there are still
demonstrations taking place across the country. The Internet has been
reactivated in Addis Ababa but remains blocked in other areas such as
Meki and Emdibir. Through partners in Addis Ababa, we were able to
contact our partners in Meki and Emdibir who have assured us they
are doing well at the moment and projects are continuing.
Pictured (left) is a zoom call
Conor Nolan (International
Projects Coordinator) had with
our partner Tamrat, who is based
in Addis Ababa at the Lideda
School. Please see below a
message from Emdibir:
“Our project is in good progress, almost all cows are giving milk, we have
400 litres of milk per day, and we are selling milk for the local community
at a fair cost. More than 10 hectares of land is cultivated with maize and
more than 10,000 avocado plants and more than 10, 000 coffee plants
from our nursery site”.
The Emdibir Farming Project aims to improve the productive
capacities of local farmers and create sustained improvements in
food security. The project builds on existing local knowledge, farming
practices and available livestock.
Fr Brian Lucas, National Director of Catholic Mission Australia,
provided local diocesan directors with the link for the National
Centre for Pastoral Research where we can access diocesan and
parish profiles. Figures from this resource reveal that we have 60,977
Catholics in the Cairns Diocese. We have about 90 Mission Partners
in our diocese at present. Would you consider becoming a Mission
Partner by supporting the work of the missionaries every month?
Please bring this thought into your prayer space and if you feel that
you are capable of becoming a Mission Partner – either by helping us
spread the word about the work Catholic Mission, as a prayer partner
or by making a financial contribution, please contact Anna Jimenez
on 0450 213 042 or email: ajimenez@catholicmission.org.au
MAKE A DONATION –
COVID-19 has brought so many unprecedented challenges before
us in Cairns, in Australia and all over the world. Catholic Mission
acknowledges these challenges exist both locally and globally. As
Catholics, our call to mission in sharing the love of God did not
stop but instead continued through the hands and feet of our global
missionaries. We invite you to consider contributing to this vital
missionary activity of the Catholic Church. Provided below are
different ways to send your donations:
ONLINE via catholicmission.org.au/Cambodia
TEXT GIVE to 0488 854 436 (please include your parish name in the notes)
MEET Anna by contacting 0450213042 or by email ajimenez@
catholicmission.org.au

We remain grateful for your support!

WHAT IS LIFE ALL ABOUT?

Written by Fr Nathan McKay (Diocesan Vocations Director)

In brief, a vocation is: “A call from God to a distinctive state of life, in
which the person can reach holiness.” This definition does need further
explanation.
The primary and universal Vocation of every person in the world
is to be holy – to become like Jesus Christ. Every Vocation is about
serving others, and God made us for this reason. He desires that
we love others as ourselves and live selflessly. This is happiness and
holiness. When a person learns how to serve others and makes this
the consuming concern of their life, they are happy.
Particular Vocation refers to the particular state of life in which we
are called to fulfil our primary and universal Vocation of holiness.
For a Catholic in the Roman Rite, there are four options:
•

Holy Marriage

•

Holy Orders (Deacon, Priest, Bishop)

•

Religious Life

•

Generous Single Life in Christ

It’s essential that parents/guardians foster an understanding of
‘Vocation’ in the home. It’s important to raise the aspect of a Vocation
as a religious sister (for women); as a religious brother (for men) and
priesthood (either in a religious order or as a diocesan priest for
men), within the home.
Fr Nathan McKay, Vocations Director, Diocese of Cairns said “When
I reflect on my childhood, it was the regular Mass attendance, prayer,
and my mum asking the question: “Have you ever thought of being a
priest?” That has certainly contributed to where I am today. Initially, I
dismissed the promptings of God ‘in the present moment,’ but the family
environment certainly helped in fostering my Vocation as a diocesan
priest.”
Vocations Week was held nationally from the 2nd -9th August.
“What will you do with your life? What are your plans? Have you ever
thought of committing your existence totally to Christ? Do you think
that there can be anything greater than to bring Jesus to people and
people to Jesus?” (Pope Saint John Paul II: World Youth Day speech,
13th May, 1984)

Please take the opportunity to visit the diocese website www.cairns.
catholic.org.au where you will see Bishop James Foley, Fr Frank
Gordon, Fr Neil Muir and Fr Pat McKenna talk about their vocation
experiences.
For further information please contact: Fr Nathan McKay
nathanmckay71@bigpond.com
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LEADER FORMATION: SPIRITUALITY THAT
SUSTAINS
Written by Rachel McLean (Leader Formation, Catholic Education Services)
PRAYER FOR FATHERS
God of our Ancestors,
Bless all fathers
through whom you have given us
the gift of life.
Give them quiet wisdom and loving hearts.
May their faithful care and patient love of us,
help us understand the greatness of your love.
Bless our fathers:
with peace,
with courage,
and with grace.
May the fathers and father-like figures in our lives
who have gone before us,
know the light of your face.
In our times of fear and hurt,
may their prayers and witness be a remainder of all
that is possible
when love becomes our way of being.
We make this prayer through Jesus, who was loved
by Joseph, his earthly father and by you for all time.
May we too, experience this mighty love.
Amen.

Throughout September, we celebrated and gave thanks for fathers and father-like figures in
our lives. Throughout the month, I had spent some time reflecting on the many gifts that my
Dad gave me: my love of the outdoors and kneading bread; the joy of smelling a good red
wine; the delight in whiling away winter days with family over a long lunch.
I also give thanks for the gift of spirituality that both he and Mum gave my siblings and
me. Without necessarily naming it, Dad’s way of living his faith was one of action and
contemplation. He loved helping others and was an integral member of community and
Church groups. He also loved sitting in quiet contemplation listening to Gregorian chants or
immersing himself in the words of literary giants. Without articulating it, Dad practised both
Ignatian and Benedictine Spiritualities.
St Ignatius of Loyola is a story worth reading; particularly if you are not sure where you are
heading, or, you don’t think you are being your best self. As a youth, Ignatius enjoyed a party
and wasn’t shy when it came to promoting himself. You could say his ego was a little out of
check and his modus operandi was for self rather than others. When forced into an extended
period of rest because of injury, Ignatius discovered the gift of reflection and prayer. The
physical and spiritual journey that he then undertook to come to know the story of Jesus more
intimately, resulted in a spirituality that is practised today by millions of women and men
throughout the world. It is a spirituality of experience, discernment and conversation.
My parents and teachers had given me a variety of spiritualities which helped shape who I am.
I was also exposed to a variety of spiritualities through my employment in Catholic schools. A
Josephite sister gave me an Ignatian Examen as I was moving to volunteer with the Christian
Brothers, to complement my practice of Benedictine spirituality that I learnt as a new teacher
in a Good Samaritan School.

This invitation to explore a spirituality that was ‘not hers’ set in motion a life-long commitment to be open to dialogue and deep listening. In
coming to learn about Benedictine Spirituality (the spirituality of the Good Samaritan Sisters), I read a lot of Joan Chittister, a Benedictine, who
reminds us that listening is also about being in communion.
In her book The Rule of Benedict: A Spirituality for the 21st Century she writes: It is so much easier to go to daily Mass and feel good about it than it is
to serve a meal at a soup kitchen. It is so much more comfortable to say bedtime prayers than it is to speak peace in a warring world. This challenged
me to think beyond the old ways of thinking around Benedictine
Spirituality, a spirituality that was once one of contemplation and
community. Accordingly, we are called to listen deeply to the ear of
our heart, exploring what community looks like for us today. We
need to ask the question of ourselves who is being left at the gates and
Master Lifts have a convenient answer,
who is being invited in for a meal.
so you can stay in your double story home.

Are stairs a problem?

In both of these spiritualities, we are invited in to be people who are in
communion with each other and the world. As a community of faith,
we are \invited to lean into the wisdom of our spiritual foremothers
and fathers to ensure that we have the energy and ability to ‘live well.’
You might like to engage in some of the following Ignatian practices
to soothe and restore your soul:
1.

Learn more about the Ignatian Principle and Foundation

2.

Explore the 34 Examen prayers and reflections in this is a
flipbook and app

3.

Listen to the readings of the Day or engage in a Contemplative
Imagination through the Pray as you go app

4.

Listen to some ‘Ignatian themed’ Music: Mumford and Sons Awake my soul; Sarah McLaughlin - Bring on the Wonder; or
Beth Doherty - So Fragile/Take and Receive

• Wheelchair lifts
• Home elevators
• Pool lifts
New and used options available.
Call us today,
and arrange a FREE in home demonstration and quote.

07 40393100

Have a seat...
We’ll take it from here.

www.masterlifts.com.au
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SIR PETER COSGROVE TALKS ABOUT RETIREMENT
ONE YEAR ON…
Interview with Catholic Weekly adapted by Editorial Staff
Australia’s 26th Governor-General
revealed the three world leaders who
inspired him most during the top
job as former Prime Minister John
Howard, Queen Elizabeth and Pope
Francis.
The former Australian of the Year
maintains a busy life of service as
patron to more than 40 organisations,
as well as being tasked with helping
businesses recover following January’s
devastating bushfires and the current
COVID-19 pandemic.

told The Catholic Weekly.
“They might have had a famous dad, but I don’t think I was the best
dad I could have been. “Looking forward, my wife Lynne and I want to
do some overseas travel. I want to be a little less busy, so I’m much more
available to my kids, their partners and wives and my grandchildren.”
To read the article in full go to the digital edition of The Catholic
Weekly which is available at https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/
product/the-catholic-weekly

“These days I see myself as an agent of goodwill,” he tells The Catholic
Weekly. “Australian people cannot be restrained from their generosity;
it’s what I call ‘muscular Christianity’ – sleeves rolled up ready to help.
I want to be there to encourage that help. I always said I wouldn’t just
be a name on a letterhead, and I have to be able to contribute in some
way.”
Sr Peter came to the nations’ consciousness as the Leader of
INTERFET, the successful mission to restore peace to East Timor
during its independence from Indonesia. He also reflected on the
high price he paid for a life in uniform by spending so much time
away from his three sons. “As Chief of the Defence Force, I was all
defence personnel’s father, although I have to admit I’m not sure it made
me a better father to my boys because it took so much of my time”, he

Jeff Taylor Psychiatry
Dr Jeff Taylor
M.B.B.S., D.P.M.,
F.R.A.N.Z.C.P., DipCH
Dr Jeff Taylor wishes to
advise that he conducts
a home based practice in
General Adult Psychiatry
with special interest in
Psychotherapy at
7 East Parkridge Drive,
Brinsmead, Cairns

Dr Jeff Taylor has an interest in treating
conditions including:
•
•
•
•

•

ABN 22 122 230 835 AFSL 309996

of Insight Investment Services Pty Ltd

Anxiety
Depression
Mood Disorders
PTSD (post traumatic
stress disorder)
Obsessive Compulsive
Disorder

•
•

•

Specific Phobias
Treatment of Military &
Veteran related problems
Psychological problems
associated with physical
illness

For appointments:
Ph: 4034 1880 Fax: 4034 2329 E: jeff.taylor.au@gmail.com
www.jefftaylorpsychiatry.com.au
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CELEBRATE WORLD MISSION MONTH

Adapted by Editorial Staff from Catholic Mission Media Releases
World Mission Month is a time when Catholics all over the world
join to support and celebrate global missionary work. Catholic
Mission, as the Australian arm of the Pontifical Mission Societies,
plays a vital role.
“What Catholic Mission and the international network of Pontifical
Mission Societies can do, is to help some of the most vulnerable people
in the world”, says Catholic Mission National Director, Fr Brian
Lucas. “This year World Mission Month in October focuses on the
essential work of priests, religious and lay missionaries in Cambodia,
supporting people with disability and their families.”
The Arrupe Centre and Outreach Program, run by Bishop Enrique
‘Kike’ Figaredo Alvargonzalez in the Apostolic Prefecture of
Battambang in north-west Cambodia is critical in providing learning
and growth opportunities. For over 20 years, Bishop ‘Kike’ and his
team have been working to advocate for people with disability.
This program is just one of the many examples of the global work
supported by Catholic Mission.

social justice. Soccer, the world game, is used to encourage students
to learn more about the reality of living in other parts of the world.
The six-week Socktober Challenge ties in with the core values of the
Catholic curriculum of mission and social justice. “Over 200 schools
have already signed up for Socktober, kicking goals for people in need
like Dara and Chen,” says Matt Poynting, Catholic Mission’s National
Community Engagement Officer
One of the most important things to do when we look to support
people in need around the world is first to learn their reality.
Socktober helps students and their families to do that while having
fun and making a difference.
For more information about Socktober, or to register your school,
visit the website www.socktober.org.au today.
You can help Catholic Mission support people with disability and
their families. Visit www.catholicmission/cambodia for more
information.

The Centre provides education, healthcare and support for children
and young adults with disability due to landmine incidents or other
illnesses such as polio or cancer.“Thanks to the generosity of our
donors, this support can be lifechanging”, said Fr Brian
Dara is an amazing example of how this support can be lifechanging.
When he was 11, Dara lost his right hand and most of his sight
following a landmine accident. Unexploded landmines still litter the
countryside where he lives, in the rural village of Koh Kralar. For
the past two years, Dara has been living at the Arrupe Centre. He
has learnt Braille, continued his schooling and made many friends.
Chen, also a landmine survivor, lost both his legs when he was 16.
Unable to help his parents on the family farm, his prospects were
low. The accident caused Chen to face the reality that his life will
never be the same. His parents, who already struggled for money,
suddenly faced new challenges in caring for their son. However,
thanks to the Arrupe Centre and Outreach program, Dara and
Chan can lead a fulfilling and dignified life.

www.pkbookkeeping.com

World Mission Month in October provides an impetus for the work
of mission, for our supporters, parishioners, teachers, students and
parents. It promotes the awareness of the rights of people with a
disability and empowering those in need.
Bishop “Kike” also features in an inspirational video produced by
Catholic Mission, that connects mission partners across the world.
More than 30 missionaries based in over 25 different countries speak
of hope in a variety of languages. At its heart though, the video,
launched as part of World Mission Month, has a simple message,
but with great impact: we are still here. View the Global Mission
video at www.catholicmission.org.au/wearestillhere
This year Catholic Mission’s Socktober program encourages schools
to support the Arrupe Centre through learning about mission and
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Centacare FNQ and the National Disability Insurance Scheme
Written by Astrid Murray (Communications Officer)

At Centacare FNQ, we recognise and value the uniqueness of you and your experience in life.
As a social services agency, we offer specialised services across three main areas; Mental Health and
Wellbeing, Multicultural Services and Aged Care and Disability Services from which we provide the following NDIS services:
• Support Coordination
• Counselling
• Group Counselling
• Capacity building for increased social & community participation
• Centre Based Activities
Our team of Support Coordinators can assist you in getting the most out of your plan, in best meeting your needs and achieve your
goals. All coordinators are experienced, values-driven, impartial, well connected across our community and focussed on making a
difference.
Centacare Counselling offers a diverse range of therapeutic counselling interventions to support people of all ages and abilities with
an NDIS plan to work towards their goals. Our Coaches provide recovery coaching to those people with a psychosocial disability to
support them through their recovery journey.
Centacare also offers a social support group for all ages and abilities, including our senior community members with an NDIS plan
from our Social Wellbeing Hub located at Holloways Beach.
As the lead provider of multicultural services in Far North Queensland, we pride ourselves on delivering culturally appropriate
supports to assist NDIS participants from diverse backgrounds.
For more information please contact (07) 4044 0130 or email ndis@centacarefnq.org
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IT’S A VIRTUAL WORLD AT THE CENTACARE
SOCIAL WELLBEING HUB!

The Centacare Social Wellbeing Hub has continued to deliver
positive and upbeat supports to clients throughout the COVID-19
pandemic. There may have been restrictions, but this has never
stopped the team at Holloway’s Beach. They have been able to
modify most services, including fun wellbeing group sessions both
online and more recently back in the centre, albeit under strict social
distancing requirements.
The Social Wellbeing Hub team has been able to provide wellbeing
sessions and activities including guided exercises, quiz challenges
and music trivia that often concluded with a sing-a-long. Most
recently the team have managed to fly under the radar and whisk
our clients away on a World tour!
How wonderful it is to be able to travel from the comfort of your
armchair and see, taste, hear and learn about the countries and
cultures of the world. Australia’s international borders may be
closed, but it hasn’t stopped our clients travelling.
Ok, so perhaps it’s a virtual world, using imagination, shared
knowledge and experiences creatively to support the wellbeing of
our clients during this difficult time. Clients visited Cuba, Mexico,
Ireland, Spain, Japan to name just a few of the places. Our clients
are each handed their very own handmade passport, and politely
asked to fasten their seatbelts before their journey begins - safety
first, after all!
To find out more about Centacare FNQ’s Social Wellbeing Hub,
contact Gudelia Mato by calling (07) 4055 0890 or email swh@
centacarefnq.org.
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Please help empower people
with disability in Cambodia
2020 CATHOLIC MISSION CHURCH APPEAL
Freecall: 1800 257 296 catholicmission.org.au/cambodia
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We Remember Those Who Have Died
from all Parishes.
May they Rest in Peace.
Myriam Domain

8th February

Northern Beaches

John Coletti

1st August

Mareeba

Hudson Steer

16th February

Northern Beaches

Barney McCaffrey

6th August

Earlville

Elsie Marino

1st March

Northern Beaches

Veronica (Ronnie) Holden 11th August

Innisfail

Cleopha Cattana

26th April

Northern Beaches

Marguerite (Rita) Poppi

13th August

Babinda

Joseph Fenech

14th May

Northern Beaches

Bruno Nasato

13th August

Mareeba

Pasqualina Cocco

12th June

Atherton

Dennis Lankester

13th August

Atherton

John Knight

1st July

Innisfail

Frank Scarpel

14th August

Mareeba

Maria Bugeja

4th July

Innisfail

Sharon Sabatino

15th August

Parramatta Park

Dawn Costa

5th July

Atherton

Rita Murray

16th August

Cathedral

Lorna Winter

6th July

North Cairns

Maria Varrica

18th August

Mareeba

Thomas (Tony) Hitchings 7th July

Innisfail

Elizabeth Muir

25th August

Northern Beaches

Leanne Thompson

26th August

Earlville

Mary Jones

8th July

Tully

Luigi Formoso

10th July

Mareeba

Elsa Grossi

26th August

Gordonvale

Carmela Senna

17th July

Mareeba

Kathleen Emmerson

27th August

Mareeba

Eileen Byrne

19th July

Tully

Sam Cavallaro

22nd July

Mossman

Guido Armenti

2nd September

Atherton

Rosa Serra

23rd July

Atherton

Carmelo (Charlie) Vella

5th September

Babinda

Domenico Serafini

27th July

Mareeba

Antonio (Tony) Costanzo 13th September

Dorothy Luxton

27th July

Babinda

Wilhelmus (Bill) van Eck

14th September

Atherton

Salvador Moreno

29th July

Mareeba

Kevin O’Byrne

1 5th September

Babinda

Maria Bianchin

30th July

Innisfail

Lena Panozzo

19th September

Innisfail

Lyle Carne

30th July

Babinda

Marcella (Orbella) Brazzale 1st September

Dimbulah

Gordonvale
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